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County Office Message

Greetings Lincoln County Farmers and Ranchers!

There were recent changes to our Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and
Emergency Livestock Assistance Program (ELAP)- you no longer need to report
. any losses to eligible events within 30 days of the loss becoming

.. apparent. You can now file a notice of loss any time after the eligible weather event
and up to the application for payment deadlines! However, you will still need to
provide date(s) and eligible weather event(s), along with supporting documentation to
those weather events and dates. If you experienced livestock death losses
and/or additional feed purchase needs, with or without snow removal
expenses, in 2023, please make sure to contact the office to complete your
notice of loss and application for payment by the applicable deadlines.

Important Dates:

January 30, 2024 - 2023 ELAP/LFP deadline for application for payment

January 31, 2024 - 2023 deadline for LDPs for 2023 Wool, Mohair, and Unshorn Pelts.
March 1, 2024 - 2023 LIP deadline for application for payment

March 15, 2024 - 2024 ARCPLC Deadline

Office Closures:
February 19, 2024 - In observance of George Washington's Birthday

Farmers Can Now Enroll for the Agriculture Risk Coverage
and Price Loss Coverage Programs the 2024 Crop Year

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that agricultural producers can now enroll in
the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC)
programs for the 2024 crop year. Producers can enroll and make election changes for the 2024 crop year
starting Dec. 18, 2023. The deadline to complete enroliment and any election change is March 15, 2024.

On Nov. 16, 2023, President Biden signed into law H.R. 6363, the Further Continuing Appropriations and
Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Pub. L. 118-22), which extended the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018
(Pub. L. 115-334), more commonly known as the 2018 Farm Bill, through September 30, 2024. This
extension allows authorized programs, including ARC and PLC, to continue operating.
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2024 Elections and Enrollment

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CQO) or PLC, which provide crop-by-crop
protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire farm. Although election changes for 2024
are optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year
contract on the farm it will continue for 2024 unless an election change is made.

If producers do not submit their election revision by the March 15, 2024, deadline, their election remains the
same as their 2023 election for commodities on the farm. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program
unless they have a share interest in the cropland.

Covered commaodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice,
safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

2022 Crop Year Payments

This fall, FSA issued payments totaling more than $267 million to agricultural producers who enrolled in the
2022 ARC-CO option and the ARC ARC-IC option for covered commodities that triggered a payment.
Payments through the PLC option did not trigger for the 2022 crop year.

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual county yields
and the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. These payments help mitigate fluctuations in either
revenue or prices for certain crops. Payments for crops that may trigger for the 2023 crop year will be
issued in the fall of 2024.

Crop Insurance Considerations

ARC and PLC are part of a broader USDA safety net that also includes crop insurance and marketing
assistance loans.

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility for some crop
insurance products.

Producers on farms with a PLC election can purchase Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) through their
Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for
SCO on their planted acres for that crop on that farm.

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election. Producers may add
ECO regardless of the farm program election.

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are ineligible for the
stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for that farm.

Web-Based Decision Tools

Many universities offer web-based decision tools to help producers make informed, educated decisions
using crop data specific to their respective farming operations. Producers are encouraged to use the tool of
their choice to support their ARC and PLC elections.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC, producers can visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact their

local USDA Service Center. Producers can also make elections and complete enrollment online with level 2
eAuth.
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Tax Resources for USDA Program Participants

ARy Navigating filing taxes can be challenging, especially if you are new to

i running a farm business, participating in disaster programs for first time, or
§ trying to forecast the farm’s tax bill. Receiving funds from USDA through
activities such as a conservation program payment or a disaster program is
¥ considered farm income that includes a tax liability for farm businesses.

&% USDA technical assistance is free and creates no tax implications.

" & At the end of the tax year, USDA issues tax forms 1098 and 1099 forms for
farm loans, conservation programs administered by the Farm Service Agency and Natural Resource
Conservation Service including the Conservation Reserve Program and Environmental Quality Incentives
Program, crop disaster payments, and the Market Facilitation Program. USDA also issues tax forms for
recipients of assistance for distressed borrowers, including through Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction
Act.

If you have received tax forms related to your operation, USDA cannot and does not provide tax advice but
wants you to be aware of options that may help manage your tax liability. USDA has partnered with experts
to provide resources to help you make the right tax decisions for your operation. Monthly webinars are
available for registration and to view on demand at https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/taxes.

The Tax Estimator Tool is an interactive spreadsheet that producers can download to estimate tax liability. It
is for informational and educational purposes and should not considered tax or legal advice. Producers may
need to work with a tax professional to determine the correct information to be entered in the Tax Estimator

Tool.

We encourage you to visit https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/taxes for more information on how to
find and work with a tax preparer as well as instructions on how to request copies of USDA documents and
links to other helpful tax resources.

Ask The Expert: Saving America’s Grasslands Q&A with
Dr. Dirac Twidwell

In this Ask the Expert, Dr. Dirac Twidwell, Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) Working Lands for Wildlife (WLFW) Science Advisor and
Associate Professor at the University of Nebraska outlines how landowners
can work together to protect and conserve grasslands through conservation.
Dr. Twidwell is responsible for conserving grasslands on the Great Plains
through science-backed efforts that span ownership boundaries. His research
and publications have identified the largest remaining continuous grasslands
in the United States and have outlined a ‘call to action’ to protect and
preserve these invaluable biomes.

He also runs the Large-Scale Rangeland Conservation Lab at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, which
focuses on providing a framework for ecosystem management across multiple states. Dr. Twidwell recently
co-authored Reducing Woody Encroachment in Grasslands: A Guide for Understanding Risk and
Vulnerability that provides the first-ever framework for addressing woody encroachment in the Great Plains.

To read the full blog visit farmers.gov/blog/ask-expert-saving-americas-grasslands-ga-with-dr-dirac-twidwell.

USDA Launches Loan Assistance Tool to Enhance Equity
and Customer Service
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) launched a new online tool to
help farmers and ranchers better navigate the farm loan application process.

This uniform application process will help to ensure all farm loan applicants B e o e
receive equal support and have a consistent customer experience with R : -xﬁd‘_g é
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) regardless of their individual s

circumstances.

USDA experiences a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications, particularly among underserved
customers, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application process. The Loan Assistance
Tool is available 24/7 and gives customers an online step-by-step guide that supplements the support they
receive when working in person with a USDA employee, providing materials that may help an applicant
prepare their loan application in one tool.

Farmers can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-assistance-tool and
clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. From here they can follow the prompts to complete the Eligibility Self-
Assessment and start the farm loan journey. The tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome,
Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet
Explorer.

The Loan Assistance Tool is the first of multiple farm loan process improvements that will be available to
USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements and tools that are anticipated to launch
in 2023 include:

e A streamlined and simplified direct loan application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 pages.

¢ An interactive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and electronic
signature option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns.

e An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity of calling,
mailing, or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.

1Y
USDA Service Center

625 South Washington St, Ste A
PO Box 369 Afton, WY 83110

Phone: 307-886-9001 Fax: 855-415-3426

County Executive Director District Conservationist

Janessa Julson 307-226-3038
janessa.julson@usda.gov

Dee Harbach 307-226-3035 dee.harbach@usda.gov

Program Technician
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Kresta Hedges 307-226-3034
kresta.hedges@usda.gov

Farm Loan Manager

Cheyenne Syverson

cheyenne.syverson@usda.gov

County Committee

Kelly Johnson
Kim Clark
Deanna Clark
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