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Programs the 2024 Crop Year
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o USDA Now Accepting Applications for Farm Loans Online

e Making Your Land More Resilient to Drought
From Lisa’s Desk

Please note due to current staffing, we will not be able to hold office days on
the first Tuesday of the month at the Thermopolis NRCS office. We hope to be
able to restart office days in Thermopolis later in the year.

If you have concerns regarding drought, please read the 2" article in this
bulletin.

Please note the following deadlines for 2023 applications:

Livestock Indemnity Program: 2/29/2024

Please note the following deadline for 2024 applications:
Agriculture Risk (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC): 3/15/2024

If you have any questions, please contact this office at 307-347-2456 ext. 2.

Best Wishes,
Lisa Bower, CED

Farmers Can Now Enroll for the Agriculture Risk Coverage
and Price Loss Coverage Programs the 2024 Crop Year

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today announced that agricultural
producers can now enroll in the Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Agriculture Risk  + 4
Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs for the 2024 crop
year. Producers can enroll and make election changes for the 2024 crop year
starting Dec. 18, 2023. The deadline to complete enroliment and any election
change is March 15, 2024.

On Nov. 16, 2023, President Biden signed into law H.R. 6363, the Further A s
Continuing Appropriations and Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Pub. L. 118-22), WhICh extended the Agr/culture
Improvement Act of 2018 (Pub. L. 115-334), more commonly known as the 2018 Farm Bill, through
September 30, 2024. This extension allows authorized programs, including ARC and PLC, to continue
operating.

2024 Elections and Enrollment
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Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County (ARC-CQO) or PLC, which provide crop-by-crop
protection, or ARC-Individual (ARC-IC), which protects the entire farm. Although election changes for 2024
are optional, producers must enroll through a signed contract each year. Also, if a producer has a multi-year
contract on the farm it will continue for 2024 unless an election change is made.

If producers do not submit their election revision by the March 15, 2024, deadline, their election remains the
same as their 2023 election for commodities on the farm. Farm owners cannot enroll in either program unless
they have a share interest in the cropland.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain rice,
safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat.

2022 Crop Year Payments

This fall, FSA issued payments totaling more than $267 million to agricultural producers who enrolled in the
2022 ARC-CO option and the ARC ARC-IC option for covered commodities that triggered a payment.
Payments through the PLC option did not trigger for the 2022 crop year.

ARC and PLC payments for a given crop year are paid out the following fall to allow actual county yields and
the Market Year Average prices to be finalized. These payments help mitigate fluctuations in either revenue
or prices for certain crops. Payments for crops that may trigger for the 2023 crop year will be issued in the fall
of 2024.

Crop Insurance Considerations

ARC and PLC are part of a broader USDA safety net that also includes crop insurance and marketing
assistance loans.

Producers are reminded that ARC and PLC elections and enrollments can impact eligibility for some crop
insurance products.

Producers on farms with a PLC election can purchase Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO) through their
Approved Insurance Provider; however, producers on farms where ARC is the election are ineligible for SCO
on their planted acres for that crop on that farm.

Unlike SCO, the Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by an ARC election. Producers may add
ECO regardless of the farm program election.

Upland cotton farmers who choose to enroll seed cotton base acres in ARC or PLC are ineligible for the
stacked income protection plan (STAX) on their planted cotton acres for that farm.

Web-Based Decision Tools

Many universities offer web-based decision tools to help producers make informed, educated decisions using
crop data specific to their respective farming operations. Producers are encouraged to use the tool of their
choice to support their ARC and PLC elections.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC, producers can visit the ARC and PLC webpage or contact their
local USDA Service Center. Producers can also make elections and complete enrollment online with level 2
eAuth.

Five Facts About the United States Drought Monitor

This is likely no surprise to you, but drought persists across the western a
U.S. and is intensifying in some areas. No geographic area is immune to

the potential of drought at any given time. The U.S. Drought

Monitor provides a weekly drought assessment, and it plays an important
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role in USDA programs that help farmers and ranchers recover from drought.
Fact #1 - Numerous agencies use the Drought Monitor to inform drought-related decisions.

The map identifies areas of drought and labels them by intensity on a weekly basis. It categorizes the entire
country as being in one of six levels of drought. The first two, None and Abnormally Dry (DO), are not
considered to be drought. The next four describe increasing levels of drought: Moderate (D1), Severe (D2),
Extreme (D3) and Exceptional (D4).

While many entities consult the Drought Monitor for drought information, drought declarations are made by
federal, state and local agencies that may or may not use the Drought Monitor to inform their decisions. Some
of the ways USDA uses it to determine a producer’s eligibility for certain drought assistance programs, like
the Livestock Forage Disaster Program and Emergency Haying or Grazing on Conservation Reserve
Program acres and to “fast-track” Secretarial drought disaster designations.

Fact #2 - U.S. Drought Monitor is made with more than precipitation data.

When you think about drought, you probably think about water, or the lack of it. Precipitation plays a major
role in the creation of the Drought Monitor, but the map’s author considers numerous indicators,

including drought impacts and local insight from over 450 expert observers around the country. Authors use
several dozen indicators to assess drought, including precipitation, streamflow, reservoir levels, temperature
and evaporative demand, soil moisture and vegetation health. Because the drought monitor depicts both
short and long-term drought conditions, the authors must look at data for multiple timeframes. The final map
produced each week represents a summary of the story being told by all the pieces of data. To help tell that
story, authors don’t just look at data. They converse over the course of the map-making week with experts
across the country and draw information about drought impacts from media reports and private citizens.

Fact #3 - A real person, using real data, updates the map.

Each week’s map author, not a computer, processes and analyzes data to update the drought monitor.

The map authors are trained climatologists or meteorologists from the National Drought Mitigation Center at
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (the academic partner and website host of the Drought Monitor), the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and USDA. The author’s job is to do what a computer can’t
— use their expertise to reconcile the sometimes-conflicting stories told by each stream of data into a single
assessment.

Fact #4 - The Drought Monitor provides a current snapshot, not a forecast.

The Drought Monitor is a “snapshot” of conditions observed during the most recent week and builds off the
previous week’s map. The map is released on Thursdays and depicts conditions based on data for the week
that ended the preceding Tuesday. Rain that falls on the Wednesday just before the USDM’s release won'’t be
reflected until the next map is published. This provides a consistent, week-to-week product and gives the
author a window to assess the data and come up with a final map.

Fact #5 — Your input can be part of the drought-monitoring process.

State climatologists and other trained observers in the drought monitoring network relay on-the-ground
information from numerous sources to the US Drought monitor author each week. That can include
information that you contribute.

The Drought Monitor serves as a trigger for multiple forms of federal disaster relief for agricultural producers,
and sometimes producers contact the author to suggest that drought conditions in their area are worse than
what the latest drought monitor shows. When the author gets a call like that, it prompts them to look closely at
all available data for that area, to see whether measurements of precipitation, temperature, soil moisture and
other indicators corroborate producer-submitted reports. This is the process that authors follow whether they
receive one report or one hundred reports, although reports from more points may help state officials and
others know where to look for impacts.

There are multiple ways to contribute your observations:
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1. Talk to your state climatologist - Find the current list at the American Association of State
Climatologists website.
2. Email - Emails sent to droughtmonitor@unl.edu inform the USDM authors.

3. Become a CoCoRaHS observer - Submit drought reports along with daily precipitation observations
to the Community Collaborative Rain, Hail & Snow Network.

4. Submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) - go.unl.edu/CMOR.

For more information, read our Ask the Expert blog with a NDMC climatoloqist or visit farmers.gov/protection-
recovery.

USDA Now Accepting Applications for Farm Loans Online

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has launched an online application for
Direct Loan customers. More than 26,000 customers who submit a Direct Loan Farm Service Agency
application each year can now use an online, interactive, guided application that is ;
paperless and provides helpful features including an electronic signature option, the
ability to attach supporting documents such as tax returns, complete a balance sheet b
and build a farm operating plan. This tool is part of a broader effort by USDA’s Farm Earm Loan Programs
Service Agency (FSA) to streamline its processes, improve customers service, and
expand credit access.

The online farm loan application replicates the support an applicant would receive when completing a loan
application in person with an FSA Farm Loan Officer, while continuing to provide customers with one-on-one
assistance as needed. This tool and other process improvements allow farmers and ranchers to submit
complete loan applications and reduce the number of incomplete and withdrawn applications.

Through a personalized dashboard, borrowers can track the progress of their loan application. It can be
accessed on farmers.gov or by completing FSA’s Loan Assistance Tool at farmers.gov/loan-assistance-tool.
To use the online loan application tool, producers must establish a USDA customer account and a USDA
Level 2 eAuthentication (“eAuth”) account or a Login.gov account. For the initial stage, the online application
tool is only available for producers who will be, or are currently, operating their farm as an individual. FSA is
expanding the tools availability to married couples applying jointly and other legal entities in 2024.

Farm Loan Improvement Efforts

FSA has a significant initiative underway to streamline and automate Farm Loan Program customer-facing
business processes. For the over 26,000 producers who submit a Direct Loan application to FSA annually,
and its 85,000 Direct Loan borrowers, FSA has made improvements this year, including:

e A simplified direct loan paper application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 pages.

e The Loan Assistance Tool on farmers.gov that provides customers with an interactive online, step-by-
step guide to identifying the Direct Loan products that may be a fit for their business needs and to
understanding the application process.

More Information

FSA continues to accept and review individual requests for assistance from borrowers who took certain
extraordinary measures to avoid delinquency on their direct FSA loans or those who missed a recent
installment or are unable to make their next scheduled installment. All requests for assistance must be
received by Dec. 31, 2023. For more information, or to submit a request for assistance, producers can
contact their local USDA Service Center or visit farmers.gov/inflation-reduction-investments/assistance.

The Inflation Reduction Act, a historic, once-in-a-generation investment and opportunity for agricultural
communities, provided $3.1 billion for USDA to provide relief for distressed borrowers with certain FSA direct
and guaranteed loans and to expedite assistance for those whose agricultural operations are at financial risk.
Since October 2022, USDA has provided approximately $1.6 billion in immediate assistance to more than
27,000 financially distressed direct and guaranteed FSA loan borrowers.
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Making Your Land More Resilient to Drought

USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service can help you conserve water
and build resilience to drought, through conservation practices that improve
irrigation efficiency, boost soil health, and manage grazing lands.

Irrigation Efficiency

USDA helps you improve your irrigation efficiency to ensure each drop of water
is used wisely. Saving water on your farm can help during drought and can
offset rising water costs; reduce expenditures for energy, chemicals, and labor;
and enhance revenues through higher crop yields and improved crop quality.
Funded conservation practices include conversion to more efficient irrigation systems, such as micro-irrigation
or subsurface drip irrigation, installation of irrigation pipeline, irrigation water management, structures for
water control, and flow meters. Tools like drip irrigation, which provides water precisely where and when it's
needed, can achieve greater precision with flow meters and soil moisture sensors.

Soil Health

In addition, soil health conservation practices, such as reduced- or no-till, cover crops, mulching and residue
management can help to make your soil, and the plants you grow or animals you raise, healthier. Healthier
soil can absorb and retain more water for longer periods of time, making your farm or ranch more resilient to
drought. Using soil health practices, you can conserve water by increasing your soil’s water-holding capacity
and use conservation tillage to keep the ground covered, reducing water loss through transpiration and
evaporation.

And soil health practices increase organic matter, and each pound of organic matter can hold up to 20
pounds of water. Every 1% increase in organic matter results in as much as 25,000 gallons of soil water per
acre. Each 1% increase in organic matter can also provide up to 30 pounds of more available nitrogen per
acre. That means less money and time spent on inputs like water and fertilizer, which make your operation
more profitable.

Rotational/Prescribed Grazing, Water Sources for Livestock

Drought also impacts grazing lands, and NRCS works with you to increase the resilience of your livestock
operation. Ranchers can adapt to dry conditions in two main ways: increasing the availability and suitability of
forage and ensuring that cattle have an adequate and reliable source of water. For forage, rotational or
prescribed grazing (rotating cattle among pastures) can relieve pressure on stressed vegetation and ensure a
more consistent supply of forage for animals. NRCS conservationists can also work with you to plant more
drought-tolerant forage species, plants best suited to local soils and conditions. For reliable sources of water,
NRCS can help you with installing watering facilities, water wells, or water pipeline for livestock. Having
available forage and water for livestock can make a big difference in difficult drought conditions.

USDA and NRCS are here for you, helping you recover from drought and prepare for the next one. For more
information on drought recovery assistance at farmers.gov/protection-recovery/drought#recovery. For more

information on conservation practices to make your operation more resilient to drought in future years, go

Y

to www.nrcs.usda.gov.

Worland USDA Service Center
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208 Shiloh RD
Worland, WY 82401

Phone: 307-347-2456
NRCS Fax: 855-415-3405
FSA Fax: 855-415-3445

NRCS:

District Conservationist
FSA: Emma Allen 307-347-2456 x 108
emma.allen@usda.gov

County Executive Director
Lisa Bower 307-347-2456 x 112 Civil Engineer
lisa.bower@usda.gov Allen Croft 307-347-2456 x 122 allen.croft@usda.gov

Program Technician Multi County Rangeland Management Specialist
Sarah Sinn 307-347-2456 x 100 sarah.sinn@usda.gov Blaise Allen 307-347-2456 x 109
blaise.allen@usda.gov

Farm Loan Manager
Jolene Beiswenger 307-347-2456 x 111 Natural Resources Specialist
jolene.beiswenger@usda.gov _ Kaile Brant 307-347-2456 x 119 kaile.brant@usda.gov

Farm Loan Analyst - Vacant Soil Conservationist
Errick Hayes 307-347-2456 x 107
errick.hayes@usda.gov

County Committee: Rangeland Management Specialist

Billie Jo Norsworthy, Chairperson Caleb Salzman 307-347-2456 x114
Cameron Roady, Vice Chairperson caleb.salzman@usda.qov

Jim Butterfield, Member
Nick Geis, Member
Marilyn Vass, Member
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