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Alabama FSA State Updates

DEAR PRODUCERS: Welcome to the new GovDelivery bulletins and updates service from your Alabama FSA
State office. Note that you are welcome to request to receive bulletins from more than one state and/or county
and can add or remove individual subscriptions at any time.
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45th CRP General Sign-Up Begins May 20

USDA will conduct a four-week general sign-up for the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP), beginning May 20 and ending on June 14. CRP
protects the nation's natural resources through voluntary participation, while
providing significant economic and environmental benefits to rural
communities across the United States.

Currently, about 27 million acres are enrolled in CRP. Producers that are
accepted in the sign-up can receive cost-share assistance to plant long-
term, resource-conserving covers and receive an annual rental payment for
the length of the contract (10-15 years).

Contracts on 3.3 million acres of CRP are set to expire on Sept. 30, 2013.
Producers with expiring contracts or producers with environmentally
sensitive land are encouraged to evaluate their options under CRP.

For more information on CRP and other FSA programs, visit a local FSA
service center or www.fsa.usda.gov.

DCP/ACRE Sign-Up Continues

The sign-up period for DCP and ACRE are still open. Producers are
encouraged to sign up for DCP before the Aug. 2, 2013, deadline. An even
earlier deadline is for ACRE, which will end June 3, 2013.

The 2013 DCP and ACRE program provisions are unchanged from 2012,
except that all eligible participants in 2013 may choose to enroll in either

DCP or ACRE for the 2013 crop year. This means that eligible producers
who were enrolled in ACRE in 2012 may elect to enroll in DCP in 2013 or
may re-enroll in ACRE in 2013. Likewise producers who were enrolled in
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DCP may opt for ACRE enrollment.

Read more about DCP and ACRE or contact the FSA county office for more
information, or an appointment to enroll.

Acreage Certification

After spring planting, producers should certify their 2013 acreage. Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops
and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, is required for participation in several
FSA programs, and can prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of programs.

To be considered timely filed, acreage reports shall be filed by the following deadline dates:

* May 15, 2013 — Tobacco, sweet corn, tomatoes, potatoes

* May 31, 2013 — Nursery crops

« July 15, 2013 -- All crops except small grains and tobacco

 The earlier of: 15 calendar days before onset of harvest, or July 15, 2013, for Non-insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) crops where the NAP policyholder has paid a fee for NAP coverage.

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster event and before disposition of the crop.
Prevented planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the final planting date for the applicable crop.

Note: NAP crop production records must be submitted by the subsequent crop year's final acreage reporting
date.

Farm Record Changes

June 1, 2013, is the deadline to provide changes to your farm records at the local FSA office for the current crop
year. If you are changing your operation entity type, adding or dropping cropland or farms, or adding entities to
your operation, contact the FSA county office by June 1.

Adjusted Gross Income

USDA and the Internal Revenue Service have established an electronic information exchange process for
verifying compliance with the adjusted gross income (AGI) provisions for farm programs. Written consent is
required from each producer or payment recipient for the tax review process. No actual tax data will be included
in the report that IRS sends to FSA.

This ensures that payments are not issued to producers whose AGI exceeds certain limits. The limits set in the
2008 Farm Bill are $500,000 nonfarm average AGI for commodity and disaster programs; $750,000 farm
average AGI for direct payments; and $1 million nonfarm average AGI for conservation programs. Also, AGI (all
income, both farm and nonfarm) exceeding $1 million is ineligible for 2012 and 2013 Direct and Counter-cyclical
(DCP) direct payments.

Participants in CCC programs subject to average AGI rules must submit form CCC-933 to their local FSA County
Office to avoid interruption of program benefits. This form may be obtained from local FSA and NRCS offices or
online at: http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainserviet.

Hispanic and Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims Process
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Extended to May 1

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack has announced the extension of the voluntary claims process for Hispanic and
women farmers and ranchers who allege discrimination by the USDA in past decades. All claims must now be
filed by May 1, 2013.

USDA urges potential claimants to contact the Claims Administrator for information and mail their claim
packages on or before May 1, 2013.

Claimants may register for a claims package by calling the telephone number below Monday through Friday 9
a.m. to 8 p.m. Eastern Time or by downloading the forms from the website.

Website: www.farmerclaims.gov

Phone: 1-888-508-4429

Fax: (855) 626-8343

Email: claims@hwfr.org
Claims Period: September 24, 2012 — May 1, 2013.

Claim packages and other documentation may be mailed to Hispanic and Women Farmers and Ranchers Claims
Administrator, PO Box 4540, Portland, OR 97208-4540. Claim packages and other documentation may also be

emailed to claims@hwfr.org.

Claimants may also fax claims packages and other documentation to (855) 626-8343. Completed forms and
documentation must be received no later than 11:59 p.m. PDT on May 1, 2013.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA,
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9450, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800)
877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).
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