	
	

	
	



[image: image1.wmf] 

[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.jpg]Farm Service Agency




    
Monmouth ~ Mercer ~ Middlesex County FSA
4000 Kozloski Road, P.O. Box 5033

[image: image4.wmf] 

Freehold, NJ 07728
Phone: (732) 462-0075    Fax: (732) 462-5274
or visit us at www.fsa.usda.gov

~  Farm Service Agency ~ Natural Resource Conservation Service ~ Rural Development  ~
  Service Center Newsletter
              May 10, 2006                     Hours: M-F; 8:00 am to 4:30 pm
 
[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.png]


Acreage Reporting – Annual acreage reporting is required for participation in the Non-insured Assistance Program (NAP), Commodity Loans, Loan Deficiency Payments, and the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP).  Appointments are being taken now to report any wheat, barley, oats, rye, or other small grain acreage that has been planted.  The deadline to report these acres is May 31, 2006.  For all other crops the deadline is July 15, 2006.  Please call the office to schedule an appointment.

Loss Adjusters Wanted - The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) of New Jersey is seeking to hire and train crop Loss Adjusters to work part time with the agency’s Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program or NAP.  Adjusters are hired on a contractual basis to assess crop losses resulting from natural disasters.  If you enjoy working outdoors and prefer flexible work hours and/or have an agricultural background, this may be the job for you.  Prior to certification, Loss Adjusters earn $10/hour plus travel expenses.  Once certification is complete, the hourly rate jumps to $13.50/hour.  If you are interested, please contact Coleen McGarrity by June 9, 2006 at 609-298-3446 ext. 219 or by e-mail at coleen.mcgarrity@nj.usda.gov.  USDA is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payment Program (DCP) – 
DCP contracts need to be signed annually.  The contracts have been mailed out and should be returned as soon as possible.  The deadline to sign 2006 contracts is June 1, 2006.  Signing a DCP contract confirms agreement with the following: a) compliance with highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation provisions on your land; b) control of noxious weeds and otherwise maintain contract acres according to sound agricultural practices; c) not to plant perennial fruits and vegetables or harvest annual fruits and vegetables on contract acres.  d) Filing an acreage report for all cropland on the farm by July 15th.  e)  Notifying the County Office staff when there is a transfer or change of interest of a producer.  Note that in the 2006 crop year, the advanced portion of the direct payment 

will be 40 percent of the total and for the 2007 crop year only 22 percent of the direct payment can be paid to producers in advance.  The balance of the direct payment will be made as soon as possible after October 1 of the crop year.
[image: image7.wmf]CCC-633-EZ Reminder - Remember, we’ve switched to the CCC-633-EZ form. It’s a one size fits all form you can use to indicate your intention to receive Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP’s) for all your crops at the beginning of the crop year, long before you’ve lost beneficial interest.  The same form is then used to submit a request for an LDP any time during the loan/LDP availability period, before or after losing beneficial interest. For the 2006 crop year, the CCC-633 EZ and eLDP online requests are the only methods available to request LDPs.  Contact the county office staff for details.
Farm Records Changes – For any who have bought or sold land, rented additional land for 2006 or lost tracts, please notify the FSA office so farm records can be updated.  For land purchased, a copy of the deed is required.  Also any changes of address should be reported to your local Farm Service Agency Office.
Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP’s) – The final availability for crop-year 2005 Corn, Grain Sorghum, and Soybeans is May 31, 2006.  Producers with Internet access can now apply for a Loan Deficiency Payment electronically for stored grain 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  All that is required is: 1) an active email address; 2) a direct deposit set up through your bank; 3) a customer profile set up through your local FSA Office; 4) and an active USDA eAuthentication Level 2 account, which requires filling out an online registration form at www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/ followed by a visit to the County Office for identity verification.  This voluntary eLDP service has stringent security measures to protect your private information.  Sign up anytime!   
County Committee Elections – Nominations for candidates for the Farm Service Agency’s County Committee election representing Local Administrative Area #1 (Monmouth County, south of Rt. 33) will be accepted starting June 15 through Aug. 1, 2006.  Producers who are residents in the LAA holding the election and who participate or cooperate in an FSA program and are of legal voting age may be nominated to serve on the County Committee.  Minority and female farmers are encouraged to participate in this important nomination process.  A nomination form (FSA-669A) and details may be picked up at your local USDA Service Center, FSA county office or downloaded from http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/elections.  Eligible voters can nominate themselves or as many candidates as they wish.  To be valid, the nomination form must be signed by the person being nominated, indicating agreement to serve if elected, and returned to the FSA county office by the close of business on Aug. 1 or postmarked by midnight Aug. 1, 2006.  The County Committee election is held by mail. Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 3, 2006 and must be returned to the FSA county office by the close of business on Dec. 4, or postmarked by midnight Dec. 4, 2006.

    
  Dates to Remember!
May 31, 2006 – LDP/loan deadline for 2005 crop year corn, grain sorghum, sunflower seed, and soybeans. 
June 1, 2006 – Final day to sign 2006 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program contracts without late fees.
June 13, 2006 - Next scheduled County Committee Meeting (7:30 pm.)
June 15, 2006 – Final day to submit Loss Adjuster application/contracts for consideration.  Beginning of COC nomination process.
Ongoing – Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)/Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) signup.
Our office will be closed on Monday, May 29th in observance of Memorial Day.

If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically, please let us know.  Also, if you know of anyone that would like to receive this newsletter, please supply us with their address. Also, you may visit our State website at www.fsa.usda.gov/nj
. 

Area FSA Committee:        Ross Clayton,  Chairman        John Hauser, Vice Chairman        Gary Mount, Member        Terri Tindall, Advisor_          _                    
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, and where applicable, sex marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD).       
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.


















Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP): 





NAP provides financial assistance to producers affected by natural disasters.  Eligible crops include commercial crops and other agricultural commodities produced for food or fiber for which the catastrophic level of crop insurance is not available.  NAP covers losses greater than 50% of your expected production at 55% of the average market price.


How to apply: To be eligible for 2006 crops, a form CCC-471 needs to be filed with your local FSA Office and the applicable service fees paid by the applicable sales closing date.


Crop Reports: To remain eligible for NAP, an annual report of the crop, including: type and variety, crop location, producer share, plant date, irrigation, and intended use (fresh, processed, etc.) needs to be provided.  Once harvested, the production must be reported.


What if the Crop Fails? When a covered crop is affected by a natural disaster, provide notification to your local FSA Office by completing a Notice of Loss (form CCC-576) within 15 calendar days of the natural disaster occurrence or the date the damage became apparent. 
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“dedicated to achieving an economically and environmentally sound future for American Agriculture”
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