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Farm Service Agency County Committee
Elections Began Monday, November 3

USDA encourages farmers and ranchers to make their voices
heard by voting in the Farm Service Agency (FSA) County
Committee elections. 2014 election ballots have been mailed to
eligible producers across the country. Producers must return
ballots to their local FSA offices by the Dec. 1, 2014, deadline to
ensure that their vote is counted.

FSA County Committee members provide an important link
between the local agricultural community and USDA. Farmers and
ranchers elected to county committees help deliver FSA programs
at the local level, applying their knowledge and judgment to make
decisions on commodity support programs; conservation programs;
indemnity and disaster programs; emergency programs and
eligibility. County committees operate within official regulations
designed to carry out federal laws.
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Sterling Withers To be an eligible voter, farmers and ranchers must participate or
cooperate in an FSA program. A person who is not of legal voting

The Mississippi FSA State age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an

Office and all USDA Service  entire farm may also be eligible to vote.

Centers will be closed on

Thursday, November 27, Eligible voters who have not received ballots may pick one up at
2014, for Thanksgiving Day, a their local USDA Service Center or FSA office. The deadline to
Federal holiday. Offices will submit ballots is Dec. 1, 2014. Ballots returned by mail must be
re-open for business on postmarked no later than Dec. 1, 2014. Newly elected committee

Friday, November 28, 2014. members and their alternates will take office Jan. 1, 2015.

Next State Committee More information on county committees, such as the new 2014 fact
Meeting: Wednesday sheet and brochures, can be found on the FSA website at
December 10, 2014, 10 AM at www.fsa.usda.gov/elections. You may also contact your local

the Mississippi FSA State USDA Service Center or FSA office. Visit http://go.usa.gov/pYV3 to
Office find an FSA office near you.

Reasonable

Accommodations: :

Persons with disabilities who Sellin g Land

require accommodations to If you plan on selling farmland, you should be aware of several
participate in FSA programs consequences associated with FSA programs. For example, if
should contact the County you're planning to sell land that’s enrolled in the Conservation
Executive Director in your Reserve Program, the buyer must agree to continue the enroliment.
area or Federal Relay Service If the buyer doesn’t want to continue the CRP contract, you might
at 1-800-877-8339. have to refund all of the payments you've received to date.

Reviewing program implications with your local Farm Service
Agency staff before completing a sale of farmland is always a
prudent precaution.

USDA Recently Announced Support for Beginning Farmers
and Ranchers

USDA has announced the implementation of new Farm Bill measures and other policy changes to
improve the financial security of new and beginning farmers and ranchers. USDA also unveiled
www.USDA.gov/newfarmers, a new website that will provide a centralized, one-stop resource where
beginning farmers and ranchers can explore the variety of USDA initiatives designed to help them
succeed.

USDA'’s www.usda.gov/newfarmers has in depth information for new farmers and ranchers,
including: how to increase access to land and capital; build new market opportunities; participate in
conservation opportunities; select and use the right risk management tools; and access USDA
education, and technical support programs. These issues have been identified as top priorities by
new farmers. The website will also feature instructive case studies about beginning farmers who
have successfully utilized USDA resources to start or expand their business operations.

Today'’s policy announcements in support of beginning farmers and ranchers include:

e Waiving service fees for new and beginning farmers or ranchers to enroll in the Non-Insured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the 2014 crop year. NAP provides risk

mananement tonls tn farmers whan arow erong far which there ic nn eron inciirance nrodiict


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections
http://go.usa.gov/pYV3
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/newfarmers?navid=newfarmers
http://www.usda.gov/newfarmers

Under this waiver, announced via an official notice to Farm Service Agency offices, farmers
and ranchers whom already enrolled in NAP for the 2014 crop year and certified to being a
beginning farmer or social disadvantaged farmer are eligible for a service fee refund.

e Eliminating payment reductions under the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) for new
and beginning farmers which will allow routine, prescribed, and emergency grazing outside
the primary nesting season on enrolled land consistent with approved conservation
plans. Previously, farmers and ranchers grazing on CRP land were subject to a reduction
in CRP payments of up to 25 percent. Waiving these reductions for new and beginning
farmers will provide extra financial support during times of emergency like drought and
other natural disasters.

e Increasing payment rates to beginning farmers and ranchers under Emergency Assistance
for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP). Under this provision,
beginning farmers can claim up 90 percent of losses for lost livestock, such as bees, under
ELAP. This is a fifty percent increase over previously available payment amounts to new
and beginning farmers.

In the near future, USDA will also announce additional crop insurance program changes for
beginning farmers and ranchers — including discounted premiums, waiver of administrative fees,
and other benefits.

Additional information about USDA actions in support of beginning farmers and ranchers is
available here.

2014 Farm Bill Learning Sessions
2014 Farm Bill learning sessions have been scheduled around Mississippi to assist landowners and

producers in selecting coverage. Personnel from Mississippi State University Extension Service will
be discussing the following topics:

Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC)

Price Loss Coverage (PLC)

Supplemental Coverage Option (SCO)

Stacked Income Protection Plan (STAX)

Farm Risk Management

Decision Aids
Learning Session locations:

December 3, 2014 9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon at the Lincoln Civic Center
1096 Belt Line Dr. NE, Brookhaven, MS 39601

December 4, 2014  9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon at the MSU Extension Building
394 Hwy. 51 S, Batesville, MS 38606

December 10, 2014 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM & 6:00 PM - 8:30 PM at Yazoo County Extension
Office, 212 E. Broadway, Yazoo City, MS 39194

Decemher 11 2014 90N AM - 12:00 Nlnnn at the C.nactal Plaing Recearch & Fxtenginn
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Center, 51 Coastal Plain Rd., Newton, MS 39345

December 17, 2014 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM at Lightered Knot Community Center
401 E Pine Ave., Wiggins, MS 39577

December 18, 2014 9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon at the Pontotoc County Extension Office
402 C.J. Hardin Jr. Drive, Pontotoc, MS 38863

December 19, 2014 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM at Bost Extension Building (MSU Campus)
Bost Extension Dr., Mississippi State, MS 39762

Livestock Disaster Assistance Sign-up Underway

Livestock disaster program enrollment opened on April 15, 2014. These disaster programs are
authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill as permanent programs and provide retroactive authority to cover
losses that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011.

Eligible producers can sign-up for the following livestock disaster assistance programs:

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP):

LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered grazing losses due to
drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. Eligible
producers must physically be located in a county affected by a qualifying drought during the normal
grazing period for the county. For the County to qualify for these benefits, some portion of the
county must have been rated on the U.S. Drought Monitor at a level of at least D2 for 8 consecutive
weeks, or a D3 or higher at any time during the grazing period. Eligible producers located in those
qualifying counties should submit a completed CCC-853 and supporting documentation to their FSA
County Office by no later than January 30, 2015.

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP):

LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered livestock death losses
in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather or attacks by animals reintroduced into the
wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. Producers who suffered livestock death
losses should submit a notice of loss and an application for payment to their local FSA office by no
later than January 30, 2015. Producers must provide documentation of beginning inventory of the
animals and documentation to prove the number and kind of livestock that died, supplemented if
possible by photographs and proof of ownership records.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP):

The deadline for 2012, 2013 and 2014 ELAP has already passed.

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised
fish that have losses due to disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards and
wildfires. ELAP assistance is provided for losses not covered by LFP and LIP. For fiscal year 2015,
the notice of loss and an application for payment must be submitted by November 3, 2015.

For more information, producers can review the LFP, LIP and ELAP Fact Sheets on the Farm Bill
webpage. Producers are encouraged to make an appointment with their local FSA office to apply for
these programs.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/fbapp?area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) Sign-up Continues

As of Tuesday, April 15, 2014, orchardists and nursery tree growers who experienced losses from
natural disasters that occurred on or after Oct. 1, 2011, can sign up for the Tree Assistance
Program (TAP). TAP was authorized by the Agricultural Act of 2014 as a permanent disaster
program. TAP provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists and nursery tree growers to
replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines damaged by natural disasters.

Eligible tree types include trees, bushes or vines that produce an annual crop for commercial
purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees that are produced for
commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible.

To qualify for TAP, orchardists must suffer a qualifying tree, bush or vine loss in excess of 15
percent plus normal mortality from an eligible natural disaster. The eligible trees, bushes or vines
must have been owned when the natural disaster occurred; however, eligible growers are not
required to own the land on which the eligible trees, bushes and vines were planted.

If the TAP application is approved, the eligible trees, bushes and vines must be replaced within 12
months from the date the application is approved. The cumulative total quantity of acres planted to
trees, bushes or vines, for which a producer can receive TAP payments, cannot exceed 500 acres
annually.

Farm Storage Facility Loan Program

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) recently announced the expansion of the Farm Storage
and Facility Loan program, which provides low-interest financing to producers. The enhanced
program includes 22 new categories of eligible equipment for fruit and vegetable producers.

Producers with small and mid-sized operations, and specialty crop fruit and vegetable growers, now
have access to needed capital for a variety of supplies including sorting bins, wash stations and
other food safety-related equipment. A new more flexible alternative is also provided for
determining storage needs for fruit and vegetable producers, and waivers are available on a case-
by-case basis for disaster assistance or insurance coverage if available products are not relevant or
feasible for a particular producer.

Additionally, Farm Storage Facility Loan security requirements have been eased for loans up to
$100,000. Previously, all loans in excess of $50,000 and any loan with little resale value required a
promissory note/security agreement and additional security, such as a lien on real estate. Now
loans up to $50,000 can be secured by only a promissory note/security agreement and some loans
between $50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require additional security.

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store

commodities. Eligible commaodities include grains, oilseeds, peanuts, pulse crops, hay, honey,
renewable biomass commaodities, fruits and vegetables. Qualified facilities include grain bins, hay
barns and cold storage facilities for fruits and vegetables.

Contact your local FSA office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for more about FSA programs and loans,
including the Farm Storage Facility Loan Program.

Unauthorized Disposition of Grain
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http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

prior written authorization from the county office staff, it is considered unauthorized disposition. The
financial penalties for unauthorized dispositions are severe and a producer’s hame will be placed on
a loan violation list for a two-year period. Always call before you haul any grain under loan.

Mississippi Beginning Farmer Loans

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan
programs, FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed
loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local
USDA Service Center. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Youth Loans and Eligibility Requirements

The Farm Service Agency makes loans to youth to establish and operate agricultural income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Projects must
be planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income to
repay the loan and provide the youth with practical business and educational experience. The
maximum loan amount is $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e Be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,

American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a legal resident

alien

Be 10 years to 20 years of age

Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements

Be unable to get a loan from other sources

Conduct a modest income-producing project in a supervised program of work as outlined

above

o Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and operating the project under guidance
and assistance from a project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend the youth
loan applicant, along with providing adequate supervision.

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the application forms.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/

	Mississippi FSA November Updates
	USDA Mississippi Farm Service Agency (FSA)

	November 2014

