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Mississippi Farm Service Producers are Reminded to

:396”03’ (FSAj s Complete NASS Crop

11 Ridgewood Rd., Suite

W100 Surveys

Jackson, MS 39211 The National Agricultural Statistics Service
Phone: 601-965-4300 (NASS) Field Offices are currently

Fax: 844-325-6966 completing 2015 small grain yield surveys
Web: www.fsa.usda.gov/ms and will contact growers in December to

complete row crop yield surveys. If you are
one of the producers contacted to complete

State Committee: a 2015 yield survey, we encourage your
Orlando Kilcrease, Ph.D participation and cooperation as many
Paul Myrick USDA agencies including the Farm Service
Kenneth Oswalt Agency (FSA) and Risk Management
Levon Owens Agency (RMA) use the NASS yield data for
Sterling Withers their programs.

FSA uses NASS county yield data for farm
State Executive Director: credit, conservation, disaster programs, loan
Michael R. Sullivan and commodity programs. Under the 2014

Farm Bill, FSA uses the NASS county yield
data to calculate Agriculture Risk Coverage
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State Committee Met:
December 9, 2015 at 10:30 a.m.

Interest Rates:

90-Day Treasury Bill .125%
Farm Operating Loans
- Direct 2.375%
Farm Ownership Loans -

Direct 3.75%
Farm Ownership Loans -

Direct Down Payment,
Beginning Farmer 1.50%
Emergency Loans 3.375%

Farm Storage Facility

Loan (7 year) 2.000%
Farm Storage Facility

Loan (10 years) 2.250%
Farm Storage Facility

Loan (12 years) 2.375%

COC Election 2015 Dates

Dec. 7 - Last day to return voted
ballots to the USDA Service
Center

Jan. 1, 2016 - Newly elected
county committee members take
office

Office Closures

USDA Service Centers will be
closed on Friday, Dec. 25 in
observance of Christmas Day.
We will re-open for business on
Monday, Dec. 28.

USDA Service Centers will also
be closed on Friday, Jan. 1 in
observance of New Year's Day.
We will re-open for business on
Monday, Jan. 4.

— County (ARC-CO) benchmark revenues
and current year county revenues. For
example, the 2014 NASS county yield, along
with the crop’s marketing year average price
(MYA), are used to determine the county’s
current year revenue to determine if the
county will trigger an ARC-CO payment. An
ARC-CO payment is triggered for a county
when the current year revenue falls below
the guarantee revenue for the crop and crop
year. In cases where NASS county yield
data is not available, the FSA State
Committee must determine a county yield
using RMA vyield data or the best available
yield data, including assigning a county vyield
using neighboring county yields from NASS
or RMA.

Any information that producers provide to
NASS is kept confidential and protected by
federal law. NASS publishes only
aggregate-level data, ensuring that no
individual operation or producer can be
identified. All reports will be available at
WWwWWw.nass.usda.gov.

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted
Gross Income (AGI)
Certifications

Many producers have experienced delays in
receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC)
and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) payments,
Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and
Market Gains on Marketing Assistance
Loans (MALs) because they have not filed
form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income
Certification. LDPs will not be paid until all
eligible producers, including landowners
who share in the crop, have filed a valid
CCC-941.

Producers without a valid CCC-941
certifying their compliance with the average
adjusted gross income provisions will not
receive payments that have been
processed. All farm operator/tenants/owners
who have not filed a CCC-941 and have
pending payments should IMMEDIATELY
file the form with their recording county FSA
office. Farm operators and tenants are
encouraged to ensure that their landowners
have filed the form. FSA has been issuing
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2014 ARC/PLC payments, 2015 LDPs and
Market Gains.

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2014,
2015 and 2016. Unlike the past, producers
must have the CCC-941 certifying their AGI
compliance before any payments can be
issued.

Mississippi Producers to Consider Risk Protection Coverage

before Crop Sales Deadlines

The Farm Service Agency encourages producers to examine available USDA crop risk protection
options, including federal crop insurance and Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
coverage, before the applicable crop sales deadline.

Producers are reminded that crops not covered by insurance may be eligible for the Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). The 2014 Farm Bill expanded NAP to include higher
levels of protection. Beginning, underserved and limited resource farmers are now eligible for free
catastrophic level coverage, as well as discounted premiums for additional levels of protection."

Federal crop insurance covers crop losses from natural adversities such as drought, hail and
excessive moisture. NAP covers losses from natural disasters on crops for which no permanent
federal crop insurance program is available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops,
fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops.

USDA has partnered with Michigan State University and the University of lllinois to create an online
tool at www.fsa.usda.gov/nap that allows producers to determine whether their crops are eligible for
federal crop insurance or NAP and to explore the best level of protection for their operation. NAP
basic coverage is available at 55 percent of the average market price for crop losses that exceed 50
percent of expected production, with higher levels of coverage, up to 65 percent of their expected
production at 100 percent of the average market price, including coverage for organics and crops
marketed directly to consumers.

Deadlines for coverage vary by state and crop. To learn more about NAP visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or contact your local USDA Service Center. To find your local USDA Service
Centers go to http://offices.usda.gov.

Federal crop insurance coverage is sold and delivered solely through private insurance agents.
Agent lists are available at all USDA Service Centers or at USDA’s online Agent Locator:
http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/#. Producers can use the USDA Cost Estimator,
https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx, to predict insurance premium costs.

USDA Issues Safety-Net Payments to Mississippi Farmers
Facing Market Downturn

The USDA Farm Service Agency has begun issuing financial assistance for the 2014 crop year to
those agricultural producers who are participating in the new safety-net programs established by the
2014 Farm Bill. The new programs, known as Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss


http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMjE2LjUyODQ2NDgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTIxNi41Mjg0NjQ4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjM4NjMwJmVtYWlsaWQ9YWFyb24ucm9iaW5zb25AbXMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWFhcm9uLnJvYmluc29uQG1zLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&103&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMjE2LjUyODQ2NDgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTIxNi41Mjg0NjQ4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjM4NjMwJmVtYWlsaWQ9YWFyb24ucm9iaW5zb25AbXMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWFhcm9uLnJvYmluc29uQG1zLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&104&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMjE2LjUyODQ2NDgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTIxNi41Mjg0NjQ4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjM4NjMwJmVtYWlsaWQ9YWFyb24ucm9iaW5zb25AbXMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWFhcm9uLnJvYmluc29uQG1zLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&105&&&http://offices.usda.gov/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMjE2LjUyODQ2NDgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTIxNi41Mjg0NjQ4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjM4NjMwJmVtYWlsaWQ9YWFyb24ucm9iaW5zb25AbXMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWFhcm9uLnJvYmluc29uQG1zLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&106&&&http://prodwebnlb.rma.usda.gov/apps/AgentLocator/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMjE2LjUyODQ2NDgxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTIxNi41Mjg0NjQ4MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjM4NjMwJmVtYWlsaWQ9YWFyb24ucm9iaW5zb25AbXMudXNkYS5nb3YmdXNlcmlkPWFhcm9uLnJvYmluc29uQG1zLnVzZGEuZ292JmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&107&&&https://ewebapp.rma.usda.gov/apps/costestimator/Default.aspx

Coverage (PLC), are designed to protect against unexpected drops in crop prices or revenues due
to market downturns.

Unlike the old direct payments program, which provided funds in good years and bad years, these
new programs only provide financial assistance when prices or revenues drop below normal. For
example, nationwide, farms participating in ARC-County that are receiving payments experienced a
$20 billion drop in revenues relative to the historical benchmark. Similarly, lower prices in
commodities such as peanuts and rice have triggered PLC assistance.

Also, please note that funds provided by the ARC-County program can vary from county to county.
The 2014 Farm Bill requires ARC-County payments to be calculated using the national average
market year price (which does not vary by county), and the average county yield (which varies by
county). This creates county-by-county differences in payment rates. The yield data comes from
surveys conducted by the USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the national
standard that uses the highest-precision statistical procedures available. Where that data does not
exist, the next strongest data is used: county-level crop insurance data from the Risk Management
Agency. If that data does not exist, the next strongest data is used: NASS district data. Where
NASS district data doesn’t exist, the FSA State Committees provide data.

Because the new programs are designed as financial assistance for prices and revenues lower than
normal, not all producers will receive a payment, (as occurred with the old direct payments
program). ARC/PLC payments are designed to help with unexpected changes in the marketplace,
and to supplement other assistance programs, such as crop insurance. To learn more about the
data used in calculating payments, how payments are calculated, crop-specific and state-specific
information, please visit our website at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc.

USDA Removes Farm Program Payments to Managers Not
Actively Engaged in Farming

USDA finalized a rule to ensure that farm safety-net payments are issued only to active managers
of farms that operate as joint ventures or general partnerships, consistent with the direction and
authority provide by Congress in the 2014 Farm Bill. The action, which exempts family farm
operations, closes a loophole where individuals who were not actively part of farm management still
received payments.

Since 1987, the broad definition of “actively engaged” resulted in some general partnerships and
joint ventures adding managers to the farming operation, qualifying for more payments that did not
substantially contribute to management. The rule applies to operations seeking more than one farm
manager, and requires measureable, documented hours and key management activities each year.
Some operations of certain sizes and complexity may be allowed up to three qualifying managers
under limited conditions. The changes apply to payments for 2016 and subsequent crop years for
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) Programs, Loan Deficiency
Payments (LDP) and Marketing Loan Gains (MLG) realized via the Marketing Assistance Loan
program.

As required by Congress, the new rule does not apply to family farms, or change regulations related
to contributions of land, capital, equipment, or labor. The changes go into effect for the 2016 crop
year for most farms. Farms that have already planted fall crops for 2016 have until the 2017 crop
year to comply. For more details, producers are encouraged to consult their local Farm Service
Agency office.
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Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP)

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP)
provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who
have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires,
not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs.

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event,
cost of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss
condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible adverse weather.

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event.

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses from October 1, 2015
to September 30, 2016 must file:

e Anotice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or by November
1, 2016
e An application for payment by November 1, 2016

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal fiscal year.

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:

e ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet
e ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet
e ELAP for Honeybees Fact Sheet

To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web page at
www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets.

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death
losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced
into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law. LIP compensates livestock
owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to adverse
weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards, wildfires, extreme heat or extreme
cold.

For 2015, eligible losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2015, and before December 31, 2015. A
notice of loss must be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is
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apparent. Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office
no later than 30 calendar days after the end of the calendar year for which benefits are requested:

e Proof of death documentation
e Copy of growers contracts
e Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock.
These established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under
“normal” conditions. Producers who suffer livestock losses in 2015 must file both of the following:

e Anotice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss was apparent or by January
30, 2016
e An application for payment by January 30, 2016.

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

Microloans

Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds farmers and ranchers that the FSA borrowing limit for
microloans increased from $35,000 to $50,000, on Nov. 7, 2014. Microloans offer borrowers
simplified lending with less paperwork.

The microloan change allows beginning, small and mid-sized farmers to access an additional
$15,000 in loans using a simplified application process with up to seven years to repay. Microloans
are part of USDA'’s continued commitment to small and midsized farming operations.

To complement the microloan program additional changes to FSA eligibility requirements will
enhance beginning farmers and ranchers' access to land, a key barrier to entry level producers.
FSA policies related to farm experience have changed so that other types of skills may be
considered to meet the direct farming experience required for farm ownership loan eligibility.
Operation or management of non-farm businesses, leadership positions while serving in the military
or advanced education in an agricultural field will now count towards the experience applicants need
to show when applying for farm ownership loans. Important Note: Microloans cannot be used to
purchase real estate.

Since 2010, more than 50 percent of USDA's farm loans now go to beginning farmers and FSA has
increased its lending to targeted underserved producers by nearly 50 percent.

Please review the FSA Microloan Program Fact Sheet for program application, eligibility and related
information.

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or to purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA has provided priority
funding for members of targeted underserved applicants.
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A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

ASKFSA

Are you looking for answers to your FSA questions? Then ASK FSA at askfsa.custhelp.com.

AskFSA is an online resource that helps you easily find information and answers to your FSA
questions no matter where you are or what device you use. Itis for ALL customers, including
underserved farmers and ranchers who wish to be enrolled in FSA loans, farm, and conservation
programs.

Through AskFSA you can:

Access our knowledge base 24/7

Receive answers to your questions faster

Submit a question and receive a timely response from an FSA expert

Get notifications when answers important to you and your farming operation are updated
Customize your account settings and view responses at any time

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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