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SED Comments 
  

Fruit & Vegetable Farmers: Don't Sleep on NAP! 

FSA offers a great risk management tool called NAP (Noninsured 
Crop Assistance Program). Essentially, NAP is crop insurance for 
crops you can't buy conventional crop insurance on. The 2014 
Farm Bill expanded the NAP program and made it a great tool for 
New York producers to manage their risk. This winter is further 
proof that the weather in New York is unpredictable, making 
coverage like NAP a wise choice for protection from damaging 
weather like freeze, hail, excessive wind, drought and excessive 
moisture.  

The deadline for NAP on most spring planted crops is March 15th 
including beans, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, cabbage, cantaloupe, 
carrots, cauliflower, celery, cucumbers, eggplant, hops, artichokes, 
kohlrabi, peas, peppers, potatoes, pumpkins, squash, tomatoes, 
watermelons, as well as several other crops.  

I urge you to visit with your local FSA office and see what crops 
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NAP covers in your area. Your local office can also show you the 
NAP payment calculator so you can see how much buy-up 
coverage would cost for you and the benefits it would pay if 
damaging weather were to strike your farm. 

Stay safe & warm! 
Jim Barber 

  

 

 
 
USDA Sees Strong Demand for Conservation Reserve 
Program 
 

Deadline to Submit Offers for Competitive Enrollment is Feb. 26 

USDA reminds farmers and ranchers that the competitive sign-up deadline for its most popular 
voluntary conservation program, the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), is Feb. 26, 2016. This 
will be one of the most competitive general sign-up periods in history, in part due a statutory limit on 
the number of acres that can be enrolled in the program. The most competitive applications will be 
those that combine multiple conservation benefits, such as water quality and wildlife habitat.  

For the past thirty years, CRP has provided financial incentives to farmers and ranchers to remove 
environmentally sensitive agricultural land from production to be planted with certain grasses, 
shrubs and trees that improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and increase wildlife habitat. Since 
1985, CRP has sequestered an annual average of 49 million tons of greenhouse gases, equal to 
taking 9 million cars off the road; prevented 9 billion tons of soil from erosion, enough to fill 600 
million dump trucks; and reduced nitrogen and phosphorous runoff by 95 and 85 percent, 
respectively. CRP also protects more than 170,000 stream miles with forests and grasses, enough 
to go around the world seven times. The program has allowed for the restoration of 2.7 million acres 
of wetland.  

As of January 2016, 23.6 million acres were enrolled in CRP, with contracts for more than 1.6 
million acres set to expire this fall. The statutory cap on acres that can be enrolled is 24 million 
acres. Submissions will be ranked according to environmental benefits in comparison to all other 
offers nationwide. USDA will announce accepted offers after the enrollment period ends and offers 
are reviewed. For an interactive tour of CRP success stories from across the U.S., visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/CRPis30, or follow on Twitter at #CRPis30.  

For an interactive look at USDA's work in conservation and forestry over the course of this 
Administration, visit http://medium.com/usda-results.  

 
 
USDA Expands Microloans to Help Farmers Purchase 
Farmland and Improve Property 
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Producers, Including Beginning and Underserved Farmers, Have a New Option to Gain 
Access to Land 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will begin offering farm ownership microloans, creating 
a new financing avenue for farmers to buy and improve property. These microloans will be 
especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking for a career in 
farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations. 

The microloan program, which celebrates its third anniversary this week, has been hugely 
successful, providing more than 16,800 low-interest loans, totaling over $373 million to producers 
across the country. Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as 
feed, fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. Seventy percent of loans 
have gone to new farmers. 

Now, microloans will be available to also help with farm land and building purchases, and soil and 
water conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application 
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers 
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers, and can be 
issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). 

This microloan announcement is another USDA resource for America’s farmers and ranchers to 
utilize, especially as new and beginning farmers and ranchers look for the assistance they need to 
get started. To learn more about the FSA microloan program visit www.fsa.usda.gov/microloans, or 
contact your local FSA office. To find your nearest office location, please 
visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
 
Farm Storage Facility Loans Add New Commodities 

FSA’s Farm Storage Facility Loan (FSFL) program provides low-interest financing to producers to 
build or upgrade storage facilities.  

The low-interest funds can be used to build or upgrade permanent facilities to store commodities. 
Eligible commodities include corn, grain sorghum, soybeans, oats, wheat, barley, rye, minor 
oilseeds harvested as whole grain, pulse crops (lentils, chickpeas and dry peas), hay, honey, 
renewable biomass, fruits, nuts and vegetables for cold storage facilities, floriculture, hops, maple 
sap, milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, meat and poultry (unprocessed), eggs, and aquaculture (excluding 
systems that maintain live animals through uptake and discharge of water). Qualified facilities 
include grain bins, hay barns and cold storage facilities for eligible commodities.   

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement and some loans 
between $50,000 and $100,000 will no longer require additional security. 

Producers do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans 
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized 
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional farm 
products, and underserved producers.  

To learn more about the FSA Farm Storage Facility Loan, visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport  or 
contact your local FSA county office.  To find your local FSA county office, visit 
http://offices.usda.gov. 
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FSA Issues Fiscal Year 2015 Impacts Report 

2015 marks the 20th anniversary of USDA’s Farm Service Agency, but FSA’s roots date back 
nearly 80 years, to the days of the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl, when the rural economy 
was in crisis and America’s farmers and ranchers needed assistance. At that time, Congress 
empowered USDA to provide a strong safety-net for farm families, helping them navigate the 
unpredictability of natural disasters and volatile market conditions. 

Today, technological advancements in equipment, crop and veterinary sciences, soil and water 
conservation, and pest and nutrient management, all have resulted in agriculture becoming stronger 
than we’ve ever known - - certainly far stronger than the days of our grandparents and great-
grandparents. But the unpredictability of weather and markets remain. That means the FSA mission 
is as important as it’s ever been to ensure the domestic agriculture sector continues to deliver an 
abundant, safe, and affordable food and fiber supply for the American people. 

The FSA Impacts Report shows selected highlights for fiscal year 2015. This report highlights the 
achievements of FSA and will ensure that the path forward continues to demonstrate our 
commitment to rural America. 

 
 
Enrollment Period for 2016 USDA Safety Net Coverage Open 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has announced that producers who chose coverage from the 
safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as the Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) or the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) programs, can visit FSA county offices through Aug. 1, 
2016, to sign contracts to enroll in coverage for 2016.  

Although the choice between ARC and PLC is completed and remains in effect through 2018, 
producers must still enroll their farm by signing a contract each year to receive coverage. 

Producers are encouraged to contact their local FSA office to schedule an appointment to enroll. If a 
farm is not enrolled during the 2016 enrollment period, producers on that farm will not be eligible for 
financial assistance from the ARC or PLC programs should crop prices or farm revenues fall below 
the historical price or revenue benchmarks established by the program. 

The two programs were authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill and offer a safety net to agricultural 
producers when there is a substantial drop in prices or revenues for covered commodities. Covered 
commodities include barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain 
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium grain 
rice (which includes short grain and sweet rice), safflower seed, sesame, soybeans, sunflower seed 
and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a covered commodity. For more details regarding these 
programs, go to www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc. 

For more information, producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office. To find a local FSA 
office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

 
 
 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwMjA1LjU0ODExNzQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDIwNS41NDgxMTc0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjYyODg4JmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2Fzc2llLmJhYmxlQHR4LnVzZGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD1jYXNzaWUuYmFibGVAdHgudXNkYS5nb3YmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&100&&&http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/AboutFSA/Final_FSA_Impacts_2016.pdf
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc
http://offices.usda.gov/


 
 
USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans to Benefit 
Specialty Crop and Diversified Producers  

Free basic coverage and discounted premiums available for new and underserved loan 
applicants 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) today announced that 
producers who apply for FSA farm loans also will be offered the opportunity to enroll in new disaster 
loss protections created by the 2014 Farm Bill.  The new coverage, available from the Noninsured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), is available to FSA loan applicants who grow non-
insurable crops, so this is especially important to fruit and vegetable producers and other specialty 
crop growers.  

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could qualify for 
basic loss coverage at no cost, or higher coverage for a discounted premium.  

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses that exceed 
50 percent of production.  Covered crops include “specialty” crops, for instance, vegetables, fruits, 
mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, hay, 
forage, grazing and energy crops.  FSA allows beginning, underserved or limited income producers 
to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the normal application closing date when they also 
apply for FSA credit.  

In addition to free basic coverage, beginning, underserved or limited income producers are eligible 
for a 50 percent discount on premiums for the higher levels of coverage that protect up to 65 
percent of expected production at 100 percent of the average market price. Producers also may 
work with FSA to protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market crops, at their 
fair market value in those markets.  Targeted underserved groups eligible for free or discounted 
coverage are American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians, Blacks or African Americans, Native 
Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and women.  

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans and 
microloans that have a streamlined application process.  

Growers need not apply for an FSA loan, nor be a beginning, limited resource, or underserved 
farmer, to be eligible for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program assistance. To learn more, 
visit www.fsa.usda.gov/nap or www.fsa.usda.gov/farmloans, or contact your local FSA office at 
https://offices.usda.gov. 

 
 
Breaking New Ground 
Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground 
for production purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm 
program benefits in jeopardy. This is especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land 
(HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.  

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational 
requirements as specified in their conservation plan.   

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/nap
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index
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Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage 
type projects to ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to 
create new cropland, then these areas will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk 
your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation 
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA 
to determine whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further 
review is necessary.    

 
 
Selected Interest Rates for February 2016 

90-Day Treasury Bill: .125% 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct: 2.625% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct: 3.875% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct Down Payment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher: 1.50% 

Emergency Loans: 3.625% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (7 years): 2.00% 

Commodity Loans 1996-Present: 1.625% 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, 
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer 
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

 


