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FSA NEWS ==

Servicing Coconino, Mohave, and Yavapai Counties

The 2008 Farm Bill established a new Supplemental Ag Disaster Assistance Program.
One of the components of this new program is the Livestock Forage Disaster Program or
LFP. The LFP compensates ranchers for forage losses due to;
1. Drought on land that is either of the following:
» native or improved pastureland with permanent vegetative cover
« planted to a crop specifically for providing grazing

2. Fire on rangeland managed by a Federal agency if the eligible livestock producer is prohib-
ited from grazing the normal permitted livestock on the managed rangeland.

HOW IT WORKS

Under LFP livestock producers are compensated for drought related losses based upon the se-
verity of the drought as determined by the U.S. Drought Monitor. Payments will be made to live-
stock producers with owned or leased grazing land or pastureland physically located in a county
with the following U.S. Drought Monitor designations;

2008 Farm Bill

+ aD2 (severe * a D3 (extreme

» a D3 for at least 4 weeks

drought) intensity in any
area of the county for at

least 8 consecutive weeks
during the normal grazing
period for that county. Un-
der this designation, live-
stock producers will be eli-

drought) intensity in any
area of the county at any

time during the normal
grazing period for that
county. Under this desig-
nation, livestock producers
will be eligible to receive a

during the normal grazing pe-
riod for that county, or D4
(exceptional drought) intensity
in any area of the county during
the normal grazing period for
that county. Under this designa-
tion, livestock producers will be

gible to receive a payment
equal to 1 monthly payment

payment equal to 2
monthly payments.

eligible to receive a payment
equal to 3 monthly payments.

ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for supplemental disaster program benefits for Crop Year 2009 and beyond, produc-
ers must purchase or obtain a minimum level of catastrophic insurance for their grazing and/or
crop land. These policies include;

* NAP - Apply with your local FSA office. A completed application and administrative fee of $250
are due by October 31, 2009.

¢ A policy or plan of insurance under the Federal Crop Insurance Act, including pilot programs
such as the Pasture, Rangeland, Forage Program

Failure to obtain a minimum level of catastrophic insurance will result in a producer being ineligible
for disaster program benefits.

Insurance Waiver: Those producers who fall into one of the following categories;

Socially Disadvantaged Limited Resource Producer Beginning Farmer/Rancher
are not required to purchase risk management insurance to be eligible for benefits under LFP.
Contact the FSA county office with any questions regarding eligibility requirements or application
procedures.
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WHO QUALIFIES AS A
LIMITED RESOURCE PRODUCER?

If you live in Coconino County and your household in-
come is $22,500 or less, or

If you live in Mohave County and your household in-
come is $19,350 or less, or

If you live in Yavapai County and your household in-
come is $20,500 or less,

AND

your gross sales from farming and ranching are $155,200

or less;

then you qualify as a “Limited Resource Pro-
ducer”

WHO QUALIFIES AS A
BEGINNING FARMER/RANCHER?

An individual who has operated a farm or ranch for 10
years or less AND participates substantially in the farm/
ranch operation.

An entity could also be determined a Beginning Farmer/
Rancher if all members of the entity qualify as Beginning
Farmer/Rancher.

WHO QUALIFIES AS A
SOCIALLY DISADVANTAGED PRODUCER?

Any member of a Socially Disadvantaged group. A So-
cially Disadvantaged group consists of members who
have been subject to racial or ethnic prejudice because of
their identity as members of a group without regard to
their individual qualities.
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Have You Updated your
Program Eligibility Documents?

As a requirement of the new 2008 Farm Bill, ALL
producers participating in FSA programs must
complete and submit new eligibility forms. These
forms include, but may not be limited to, Adjusted
Gross Income Certification (CCC-926) and Highly
Erodible land Certification (AD-1026). If you are not
sure whether or not you have updated eligibility
forms on file, please contact our office and we will be
glad to assist you in completing these forms.
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AGRICULTURAL LOANS--AVAILABLE

The U. S. Department of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency
(FSA) makes and Guarantees agricultural loans; provides

credit counseling and supervision to farmers and ranchers
who are temporarily unable to obtain private & commercial
credit.

FSA lends money & provides supervision to eligible appli-
cants who operate family-size farms.

All loans must meet qualifying criteria to be eligible.

TYPES OF LOANS AVAILABLE

e Farm Ownership (FO)
e Farm Operating (OL)
e Emergency (EM)

¢ Youth loans

DIRECT AND GUARANTEED LOANS AVAILABLE

The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family
farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs. If you
are having trouble getting the credit you need, or regularly
borrow from FSA, direct & guaranteed loans are available
now.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you've
had a setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or
renew your loan. Loan funds are available now — apply
early so that a loan can be processed and funded in a
timely manner. Most of our loan programs have special
funding available for minority, female and beginning farm-
ers.

FSA staff will help you complete the necessary forms and
application, and help you understand what information is
required and where to getit. To find out more about FSA
loan programs, contact the county office staff.

LOAN PURPOSE

With a Direct or Guaranteed FO Loan, you can purchase
farmland, build or repair buildings and other fixtures, & pro-
mote soil & water conservation. Guaranteed FO Loans
may also be used to refinance debt.

For additional information contact:

Mike Miller - Farm Loan Manager
51 West Vista Drive, # 2
Holbrook, AZ 86025-1844
(928) 524-3214 Ext. 104
Or
Harriett Mann-Farm Loan Officer
(928) 524-3214 Ext. 112
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Voting for County Committee Begins

Ballots for this year’s county committee election, Local Ad-
ministrative Area (LAA) 5 (Yavapai County) will be mailed to
eligible voters on November 6, 2009. Voters must complete
their ballots and return them to the Farm Service Agency
county office by the close of business on December 7, 2009. If
mailed, ballots must be postmarked by midnight December 7,
2009. Ballots will be counted at 10:00 am on

December 10th at the Flagstaff USDA Service Center.

The candidate in this year’s election is Diana Kessler. Write-in
candidates are also acceptable on approved ballots.

Eligible voters in an LAA who have not received a ballot
should contact the FSA county office staff.

Voter Requirements Persons meeting requirements in 1 or 2,
plus 3, below, are eligible to vote:

1. Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a farm or
ranch as either of the following:
an owner, operator, tenant or sharecropper, or
a partner in a general partnership or member of a joint
venture that has an interest in a farm as an owner, opera-
tor, tenant or sharecropper; or

2. Not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the
farming operations on an entire farm; and

3. Participates or cooperates in any FSA program that is pro-
vided by law, regardless of the status of funding.

Discrimination Prohibited No person shall be denied the
right to vote because of race, color, national origin, sex, relig-
ion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or mari-
tal or family status.

1  \ %X
Wool & Mohair LDP Program

Did you sell your Wool and/or Mohair and file a CCC-
633EZ Page 1 with our office? If so, you must sub-
mit your receipt's to this office before the January
31, 2009 deadline.

If you have already filed a CCC-633EZ Page 1 and
have not sold your wool/mohair, NO ACTION is re-
quired until you sell your wool/mohair.

The Wool/Mohair LDP program is designed to
support the wool and mohair industry by supple-
menting the price producers receive for their
product when market prices fall below a mini-
mum (“Loan”) level.

0770,

" Cotton Research & Promotion

Referendum
C O

The Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) is proposing
to amend the Cotton Research and Promotion Order (Order)
to implement Section 1402 of the 2008 Farm Bill. The 2008
Farm Bill provided that the states of Kansas, Virginia and
Florida be separate states in the definition of “cotton-
producing state.”

This is a referendum (“yes or no vote”) on the amendment
only and not on the entire program. According to the Cotton
Research and Promotion Act, a referendum among cotton
producers and importers is required to implement, amend,
continue, suspend or terminate the Order or any of its provi-
sions.

Voter Eligibility:

Any “person” who is 18 years or older and who, during
crop year 2008, was engaged in the production of upland
cotton in the United States is eligible to vote in the referen-
dum. The Act defines “person” as any individual, partner-
ship, corporation, association or other legal entity.

How To Vote:
Producers will have an opportunity to vote, beginning Octo-
ber 13, 2009, by mail or through their respective Farm Ser-
vice Agency County Office. Ballots will also be available on
the internet at;

http://www.ams.usda.gov/cotton

Eligible producers voting by mail must request and complete
the referendum ballot CN-100 and send it back to their FSA
County Office. IMPORTANT: Eligible producers MUST
provide at least ONE copy of a cotton sales document
from 2008 in order for their ballot to be eligible!

Completed ballots and supporting documents must be re-
ceived in the FSA County office by close of business
November 10, 2009.

For additional details regarding the referendum, please con-
tact this or any other FSA County Office.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Upcoming Outreach Schedule for 2009

Signup Location

Kingman USDA Service Center
101 E Beale St
Kingman, AZ 86401

Date

October 27, 2009

PRSRT STD

Postage Fees Paid
Farm Service Agency
Permit NO. G-96

Time

10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Kingman USDA Service Center
101 E Beale St
Kingman, AZ 86401

November 18, 2009

10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Additional dates and locations to be announced

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT: The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to
all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)

should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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