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2010 DCP SIGNUP UNDERWAY: You

can enroll for DCP 2010 at anytime from now
until June 1, 2010. Advance gq ments can be
issued as early as December 2009 if all re-
vired paperwork is on file with the County
ffice. That includes land leases. Please call
for an appointment with Jamie.

USDA Maricopa
Farm Service Agency

Office Staff:

Christina Day, CED

Farm Reconstitutions: Are you adding

farmland or losing farmland? IF so- please
sign up for a farm recon as soon as possible.
The deadline for signing up a Recon is June
1st, 2010. Please contact the County office
for an appointment or questions.

Shawneen Stevenson,
Farm Loan Manager

Tim Smith,
€OC Chairperson

Dawnie Stewart,

Attention All Producers:

Acreage Reporting: Deadline for acreage
reporting is:

May 15th- Small Grains: wheat, barley& oats.
July 15th: Large Grains, Alfalfa, Fallow, etc.

Vice Chairperson

NEW 2010 Adjusted Gross Applications
(CCC-926)will be needed for each producer/
entity signing up for the following programs:
ACRE/DCP, ELAP, LFP, LIP, NAP, SURE, LDP/
MILC and EQIP. The forms are needed prior to
any payment being made.

Gary Gable,
C0C Member
AGI Compliance with IRS: usDA has

finalized a Memorandum of Understanding with the
Internal Revenue Service to establish an electronic
information exchange process for verifying com-
pliance with the adjusted gross income (AGI) provi-
sions for farm programs. Written consent will be
required from each producer or payment recipient
for the tax review process. Consent will be given on
the CCC-927 and CCC-928. No actual tax data
will be included in the report that IRS sends to
USDA. This agreement will ensure that payments
are not issued to producers whose AGI exceeds
certain limits. The limits set in the 2008 Farm Bill
are $500,000 nonfarm average AGI for commod-

Corey Nelson, NRCS
District Conservationist

For your convenience, we are asking all pro-
ducers to SCHEDULE APPOINTMENTS FOR
ALL 2010 PROGRAM SIGNUPS. Please al-
low up to 1 hour for the sign-up process,
you will need to meet with more than one
person and filing new payment limitation
forms is mandatory for all participants. To
provide you the optimum service possible in a
timely manner, please schedule your appoint-

Dates To Remember:

e  Jan 4th-Sure Signup
begins— see pg 3

e Livestock Forage Dis- ment 1 week in advance and don't forget to ity.
9 bring in any new land and equipment leases.
aster Program dead-
L TR sl AGI (cont.): 2010 Actively Engaged Provisions:

e  Final Loan Availability

and disaster USDA has amended the rules that

Date Feb 1st.

e  Small Grain Acreage
reporting deadline
May 15th.

e 2010 DCP signup—
Deadline June 1st.

e  Recon signup deadline
June 1st.

e  On going - Farm Loan
Applications accepted

programs;
$750,000 farm average AGI for
direct payments; and $1 million
nonfarm average AGI for con-
servation programs. Participants
in CCC programs subject to aver-
age AGI rules must annually
certify their eligibility to receive
benefits by either submitting a
statement from a certified public
accountant or an attorney, or by
completing form CCC-926 Ad-
justed Gross Income Certification.

govern the requirements to be
'actively engaged' in farming.
Every stockholder or member of
a legal entity, such as a corpora-
tion, does not have to contribute
labor or management if both of
the following apply: at least half
of the interest in the legal entity
is held by stockholders or mem-
bers who are providing active
personal labor or active personal
management that altogether
qualifies as a significant contribu-

tion to the farming operation; the
total direct payments received,
both directly and indirectly, by
the legal entity or each member
does not exceed $40,000.

FSA Signature Policy:

Husbands and wives may sign
ocuments on behalf of eac
other for FSA & CCC pro-
grams in which ejther has an
interest. It is available unless
stated otherwise. There are
exceptions where this is not
allowed, check with FSA.
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LIVESTOCK DISASTER PROGRAM DEADLINE JAN 30TH— EXT. FOR LFP ONLY- SEE BELOW

The USDA Farm Service
Agency (FSA) has already
made $175 million in Disas-
ter Payments to America’s
livestock producers after
implementing two new pro-
grams in 2009. Under the
standing provisions of the
Livestock indemnity Program
(LIP) and the Livestock For-
age Disaster Program (LFP),
producers are better able to
recover from their losses
stemming from 2008 and
subsequent disasters.

LIP provides payments to
eligible livestock owners and
contract growers who suf-
fered eligible livestock

deaths in excess of normal
mortality as a direct result of
an eligible adverse weather
event including hurricanes,
floods, blizzards, disease,
wildfires and extreme heat
and cold. Eligible livestock
under LIP include beef cattle,
alpacas, buffalo, beefalo,
dairy cattle, deer, elk, emus,
equine, goats, lambs, poultry,
reindeer, sheep and swine.

LFP provides payments to eli-
gible livestock producers who
suffered livestock grazing
losses due to qualifying
drought or fire. Eligible live-
stock under LFP include beef
cattle, alpacas, buffalo,

beefalo, dairy cattle, deer,
elk, emus, equine, goats,
llamas, poultry, reindeer,
sheep and swine. For losses
because of drought, eligible
areas are determined using
the U.S. Drought Monitor,
which can be found at the
FSA website: http://
www.fsa.usda.gov. To be
eligible for LIP for livestock
losses suffered during 2009,
livestock owners and con-
tract growers must first file a
notice of loss no later than
30 calendar days of when
the loss of livestock is appar-
ent to the producer and an
application for payment no
later than Jan 30, 2010.

A
LivesTocK DEADLINE (Cont): COC ELECTION RESULTS:

To be eligible for 2009 cal-
endar year grazing losses
under {FP, eligible livestock
producers must submit a
completed application for
payment and required sup-
porting documentation to
their administrative county
FSA office no later than
March 1, 2010. Contact
the County FSA office for
questions.

FSA appreciates all of the vot-
ers for taking the time to com-
plete the election ballot. The
county committee works only
because of your participation.

Congratulations to: Gary
Gable he was re-elected to
represent farmers in LAA
1on the County Committee.
Gary was elected to his 2nd
consecutive term. The elec-
tion results for Local Adminis-
trative area 1 are:

The committee members will
hold their organizational
meeting in January to deter-
mine who will serve as the
county committee chairman
and vice-chairman.

Gary Gable elected to
County Committee (COCQC)
Bob Wood Is the 1st Alter-
nate

Steven Bales is the 2nd Al-

g

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the \\
county are required to report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to B

submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair | - B |
market value of the property. County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others in-
volved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting
requirements. |

Customer Tax Statements: January signals the beginning of a new year, and a time §

to start thinking about filing taxes. Producers who have signed up for a USDA eAuthentication
Level 2 account will be able to access their farm data via their Customer Statement. The Cus-
tomer Statement puts a range of USDA services and programs into a single report that’s at
your fingertips and available online, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Foreign Buyers Notification:

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S.
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service
Agency administers this program for USDA.
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Supplemental Revenue Assistance “SURE” Program

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE)
Program provides benefits for 2008 through 2011 crop year farm revenue losses due to natu-
ral disasters in accordance with the 2008 Farm Bill. It is the 2008 Farm Bill's successor to prior
ad hoc crop disaster programs. SURE provides crop disaster assistance payments to eligible pro-
ducers on farms that have incurred crop production or crop quality losses. This is a revenue
based program that uses a formula to compare the expected revenue to actual revenue for the
entire farming operation. The farm’s SURE guarantee cannot exceed 90% of the expected reve-
nue for the farm. Total Farm Revenue includes the crop value, crop insurance indemnities, NAP
payments, Market Assistance Loan proceeds, other disaster payments and Direct and Counter-
Cyclical Payments (15% of direct payments, plus the entire counter-cyclical payment and ACRE
payments). Signup begins on Jan. 4, 2010. Eligibility Requirements: A portion of the farm
must be located in a county covered by a qualifying natural disaster declaration (USDA Secre-
tarial Declarations only) or a contiguous county OR The actual production is less than 50% of
the normal production and at least a 10 percent production loss on a crop of economic signifi-
cance. In addition, Producers must have obtained a policy or plan of insurance for all crops na-
tionwide in which producer had an interest through either the Federal Crop Insurance Act or
FSA’s Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP); Have annual average adjusted non-
farm income of $500,000 or less and comply with USDA provisions for highly erodible land and
wetlands. Needed for Signup: Acreage and production records, if not already provided for
crop insurance purposes or FSA; Information to establish the farm (deeds, leases) if not already
provided.

Controlled Substance: = Appeal Process:

Any person who is convicted After an FSA official makes the agency.

under Federal or state law
of a controlled substance
violation could be ineligible
for USDA payments or bene-
fits. Violations include:
planting, harvesting or grow-
ing a prohibited plant. Pro-
hibited plants include: mari-
juana, opium, poppies and
other drug producing plants.

NAP Insurance:

a decision on your request
for USDA services or appli-
cation, you will be sent a
letter informing you of the
decision and options you can
pursue if you disagree. Gen-
erally, program participants
have 3 choices: an informal
review with the original
agency decision maker, an
opportunity for mediation,
and finally an appeal to the
next level of authority within

Final Loan Availability
Date:

February 1st, 2010 is the
last day to request 2009
crop year MAL and LDP for
peanuts, wool, mohair and
unshorn pelts.

March 31st, 2010 last day
to request 2009 MAL/LDP
for Barley, Honey, Oats, and
Wheat.

Crop Insurance is required for all 5 of the new disaster assistance programs included in the 2008 Farm Bill. The SURE, ELAP, LIP, LFP
and TAP. IF you can not purchase at least a CAT level of insurance for your crops then you must purchase NAP insurance through the
FSA office that administers your farm. The service fee for crop coverage is $250.00/crop up to a maximum |Iourchase of three crops.
You must pay the service fee by the sales closing date to have the coverage, no late file provisions apply. Please pay close attention
to the sales closing dates to come.

February 28th, 2010: Pinto Beans, corn, Cotton, okra, olives, peanut, sweet potato, pumpkins, sorghum, squash

May 31, 2010: Nursery

MILC: Changes to the MILC production start month selected by the dairy operation must be made on or before the 14th of the
month before the:Month originally selected by the Dairy Operation as their MILC production start month.

Remember to: Mail /fax in all your milk production receipts each month, submit your 2010 Adjusted Gross Income Certifications.
Please Note: We cannot issue any payments until we have received \{our 2010 AGI forms. Producers who certify on CCC-926 that

their non farm average AGI exceeds $500,000 are ineligible for MILC benefits. 11-LD, subparagraph 12 C provides that producers
are required to certify to the AGI requirement each FY. ALL AGI Certifications are subject to spot-checks.
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Maricopa County FSA Office
12409 West Indian School Road
Building B, Suite 201

Avondale, Arizona 85392-9505

Phone: 623-535-5055
Fax: 623-536-5261

Attention: FSA Program Participant
This newsletter contains valuable information and

important dates regarding our programs; therefore
"

you may lose benefits .

If You Do Not Read It!!

We're on the Web! @

http://

www.fsa.usda.gov

Civil Rights Policy:

FSA is committed to ensuring the
civil rights of every individual who
requests access fo the programs
administered by the Agency. They
will be provided employment op-
portunities without regard to race,
color, creed, national origin, relig-
ion, gender, age, disability, marital
status, or sexual orientation.

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT:

Maricopa County Office
Committee (COC) Meet-
ing Schedule:

The County Committee will meet
the 3rd Tuesday of each month at
9:00 a.m. unless otherwise noted.

Payments:

If you think you did not receive a
pdyment, or correct pgyment from
any program youy participate in
please call the office and ask. Our
goal is to provide the best service
we can!

Special Accommodations:

Special Accommodations will be
made upon request to individuals
with disabilities, vision impairment,
or hearing impairment. It accom-
modations are required, individuals
should contact the county FSA of-
fice staff directly or by phone at
(623)535-5055

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status,
familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's

TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382
(TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer." Special accommodations will be made upon request for persons with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing impairment. |f accommodations

are required, please call the Maricopa County Farm Service Agency at (623) 535-5055..
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