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Dates To Remember: 

 Mar. 31st– Loan & LDP 
avail . —See pg 3. 

 April 2nd-LFP sign-up 
deadline 

 May 15th-Small Grain 
Acreage reporting 
deadline  

 June 1st- 2010 DCP 
signup– deadline  

  June 1st-Recon signup 
deadline . 

 July 15th, 2010 Acreage 
reporting deadline for 
large grains and all other 
crops. 

 On going - Farm Loan 
Applications  accepted  

Office Staff: 

Christina Day,                        
County Executive Director 

 

Shawneen Stevenson,                  
Farm Loan Manager 

 

Tim Smith,                                   
COC Chairperson     

 

Dawnie Stewart,                                     
Vice Chairperson 

 

Gary Gable,                             
COC Member 

 

Corey Nelson,  NRCS                          
District Conservationist 
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NEW 2010 Adjusted Gross Applications 
(CCC-926)will be needed for each producer/
entity signing up for the following programs: 
ACRE/DCP, ELAP, LFP, LIP, NAP, SURE, LDP/
MILC and EQIP. The forms are needed prior to 
any payment being made. 

SCHEDULE APPOINTMENTS FOR ALL 2010 PRO-
GRAM SIGNUPS.  Please allow up to 1 hour for 
the sign-up process, you will need to meet with 
more than one person and filing new payment 
limitation forms is mandatory for all participants. 
To provide you the optimum service possible in a 
timely manner, please schedule your appointment 1 
week in advance and don't forget to bring in any 
new land and equipment leases. 
2010 DCP SIGNUP UNDERWAY: You can 
enroll for DCP 2010 at anytime from now until June 
1, 2010. Please bring your land leases.  Please call 
for an appointment with Jamie. 

Farm Reconstitutions: Are you adding farm-
land or losing farmland? If so- please sign up 
for a farm recon as soon as possible. The 
deadline for signing up a Recon is June 1st, 
2010.  Please contact the County office for an 
appointment or questions. 

Acreage Reporting: Deadline for acreage 
reporting is:  May 15th- Small Grains: wheat, 
barley& oats. July 15th- Large Grains, Al-
falfa, Fallow, etc.  

Acreage reporting time is just around the cor-
ner. Please remember that filing an accurate 
acreage report for all crops and land uses, 
including failed acreage and prevented plant-
ing acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits 
for a variety of programs. Failed acreage 
must be reported within 15 days of the disas-
ter event and before disposition of the crop. 
Prevented planting must be reported no later 
than 15 days after the final planting date. 
Acreage reports are required if you want to 
be eligible for Farm Service Agency pro-
grams. 

          

For losses because of drought, 
eligible areas are determined 
using the U.S. Drought Monitor, 
which can be found at http://
www.fsa.usda.gov.   

To be eligible for 2009 calendar 
year grazing losses under LFP, 
eligible livestock producers must 
submit a completed application 
for payment and required sup-
porting documentation to their 
administrative county FSA office. 

 USDA has finalized a Memoran-
dum of Understanding with the 
IRS to establish an electronic 
information exchange process to 
verify compliance with the AGI 
provisions for farm programs. 
Written consent will be required 
from each producer for the tax 
review. Consent will be given on 
a CCC-927/928. No actual data 
will be included in the report that 
the IRS sends to USDA. This 
agreement will ensure that pay-

ments are not issued to producers 
whose AGI’s exceed certain lim-
its.  

2009 LFP Extended 

Sign-up for the LFP program has 
been extended to April 2, 2010.   

LFP provides payments to eligi-
ble livestock producers who suf-
fered livestock grazing losses 
due to qualifying drought or fire.  

AGI Compliance with IRS                 2009 Livestock Forage Program 

Attention All Producers:  
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2009 Trade Adjustment Assistance  Program 

Foreign Buyers Notification: 

� intensive technical train-
ing will be a series of work-
shops -requiring from 12 to 
20 hours attendance)  
to develop an initial business 
plan (travel expenses not 
paid) 
� long-term intensive 
training provides applicants 
1-on-1 business counseling to 
complete and implement a 
long-term business plan 
(travel expenses not paid).  
For more information, visit 
http://www.fas.usda.gov/
itp/taa or contact the TAA 
for Farmers Program staff, 
Office of Trade Programs, 
at telephone (202) 720-
0638, or (202) 690-0633, 
or by e-mail at tradeadjust-
ment@fas.usda.gov.  

Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack has launched USDA's 
Trade Adjustment Assistance 
(TAA) for Farmers Program 
to help American agricultural 
producers adjust to the cur-
rent, challenging economic 
environment. 

USDA agencies have estab-
lished the TAAF Program, 
authorized by the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act of 2009.  On April 12, 
2010 FSA will be accepting 
benefit applications (FSA-
229-1’s) from producers. 
 
Re-authorized by the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009, the TAA 
for Farmers Program applies 
to producers of raw agricul-
tural commodities and fisher-
men who show a greater 
than 15 percent decrease-
contributed importantly by 

an increase in imports-in the 
national average price; the 
quantity of production; the 
value of production; or in cash 
receipts compared to the av-
erage of the three preceding 
marketing years. The assis-
tance includes help in devel-
oping business adjustment 
plans that can serve as a 
guide for adjusting a pro-
ducer's business operation to 
prevailing economic conditions.  
 
To be eligible for TAAF Pro-
gram payments, applicants  
must meet eligibility require-
ments and attend the follow-
ing required training: 
� initial technical assistance 
will explain the TAAF Pro-
gram,  
general business-plan 
training, and requirements for 
approval of business-plan 
payments 

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. 
agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service 
Agency administers this program for USDA.  

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the 
county are required to report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to 
submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair 
market value of the property. County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others in-
volved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting 
requirements.                                                                                                                  

 

 

COC Election Results: 
         

 
 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to: Gary 
Gable he was re-elected to 
represent farmers  in LAA 
1on the County Committee. 
January organizational 
meeting results are as fol-
lows:     

Tim Smith ,Chairperson 

 
Dawnie Stewart , Vice 
Chairperson                                     
 
Gary Gable , Member 

FAILED ACREAGE: 

If you have a crop fail due 
to natural conditions, report 
it to FSA immediately by 
filing a Notice of Loss. A 
field visit is required before 
evidence of the crop is re-
moved to allow proper acre-
age credit. If filing for pre-
vented planting, an acreage 
report and CCC-576 Notice 
of loss must be filed within 
15 calendar days of the 
final planting date. 

http://www.fas.usda.gov/itp/taa�
http://www.fas.usda.gov/itp/taa�
http://www.fas.usda.gov/itp/taa�
http://www.fas.usda.gov/itp/taa�
mailto:tradeadjustment@fas.usda.gov�
mailto:tradeadjustment@fas.usda.gov�
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NAP Insurance:    

Crop Insurance is required for all 5 of the new disaster assistance programs included in the 2008 Farm Bill. The SURE, ELAP, LIP, LFP 
and TAP. IF you can not purchase at least a CAT level of insurance for your crops then you must purchase NAP insurance through the 
FSA office that administers your farm. The service fee for crop coverage is $250.00/crop up to a maximum purchase of three crops. 
You must pay the service fee by the sales closing date to have the coverage, no late file provisions apply.  Please pay close attention 
to the sales closing dates to come. 

May 31, 2010: Nursery 

2011 NAP: 

May 31,2010: Artichokes, Beans (Gar), Beets, Broccoli, Cabbage, Canola, Carrots, Cauliflower, Celery, Flowers, Chrysanthemum, 
Greens, All Herbs, Cilantro, Mustard, Oats, Onions, Peas, Radish and Tomatoes. 

MILC: Changes to the MILC production start month selected by the dairy operation must be made on or before the 14th of the 
month before the month originally selected by the Dairy Operation as their MILC production start month.                                      

Remember to: Mail/fax in all your milk production receipts each month, submit your 2010 Adjusted Gross Income Certifications.         

Please Note: We cannot issue any payments until we have received your 2010 AGI forms. Producers who certify on CCC-926 that 
their non farm average AGI exceeds $500,000 are ineligible for MILC benefits.  11-LD, subparagraph 12 C provides that producers 
are required to certify to the AGI requirement each FY. ALL AGI Certifications are subject to spot-checks. 

Supplemental Revenue Assistance “SURE” Program  
The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments (SURE) Pro-
gram provides benefits for 2008 through 2011 crop year farm revenue losses due to natural 
disasters in accordance with the 2008 Farm Bill. It is the 2008 Farm Bill’s successor to prior ad hoc 
crop disaster programs. SURE provides crop disaster assistance payments to eligible producers on 
farms that have incurred crop production or crop quality losses. This is a revenue based program 
that uses a formula to compare the expected revenue to actual revenue for the entire farming 
operation. The farm’s SURE guarantee cannot exceed 90% of the expected revenue for the farm. 
Total Farm Revenue includes the crop value, crop insurance indemnities, NAP payments, Market 
Assistance Loan proceeds, other disaster payments and Direct and Counter-Cyclical Payments 
(15% of direct payments, plus the entire counter-cyclical payment and ACRE payments). Signup 
begins on Jan. 4, 2010.  Eligibility Requirements: A portion of the farm must be located in a 
county covered by a qualifying natural disaster declaration (USDA Secretarial Declarations only) 
or a contiguous county  OR  The actual production is less than 50% of the normal production and 
at least a 10 percent production loss on a crop of economic significance. In addition, Producers 
must have obtained a policy or plan of insurance for all crops nationwide in which producer had 
an interest through either the Federal Crop Insurance Act or FSA’s Noninsured Crop Disaster As-
sistance Program (NAP); Have annual average adjusted nonfarm income of $500,000 or less and 
comply with USDA provisions for highly erodible land and wetlands.  Needed for Signup: Acre-
age and production records, if not already provided for crop insurance purposes or FSA; Infor-
mation to establish the farm (deeds, leases) if not already provided. 
 

 

 

Controlled Substance:      Appeal Process: 

the agency. 

Final Loan Availability 
Date:  
March 31st– Barley, 

canola, crambe, flaxseed, 
honey, oats, rapeseed, 
wheat, sesame seed. 

 
 

Any person who is convicted 
under Federal or state law 
of a controlled substance 
violation could be ineligible 
for USDA payments or bene-
fits.  Violations include: 
planting, harvesting or grow-
ing a prohibited plant.  Pro-
hibited plants include: mari-
juana, opium, poppies and 
other drug producing plants. 
 

After an FSA official makes 
a decision on your request 
for USDA services or appli-
cation, you will be sent a 
letter informing you of the 
decision and options you can 
pursue if you disagree. Gen-
erally, program participants 
have 3 choices: an informal 
review with the original 
agency decision maker, an 
opportunity for mediation, 
and finally an appeal to the 
next level of authority within 



 

Civil Rights Policy: 

Maricopa County FSA Office                              
12409 West Indian School Road            
Building B, Suite 201                                             
Avondale, Arizona 85392-9505 

Phone: 623-535-5055 

Fax:     623-536-5261 
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We’re on the Web! @  

http://

www.fsa.usda.gov  

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT:  

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).  

 Attention: FSA Program Participant                        
This newsletter contains valuable information and 
important dates regarding our programs; therefore 

you may lose benefits     
If You Do Not Read It!! 

FSA is committed to ensuring the 
civil rights of every individual who 
requests access to the programs 
administered by the Agency.  They 
will be provided employment op-
portunities without regard to race, 
color, creed, national origin, relig-
ion, gender, age, disability, marital 
status, or sexual orientation. 

 

 

 

Maricopa County Office 
Committee (COC) Meet-
ing Schedule:  
The County Committee will meet 
the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 
9:00 a.m. unless otherwise noted. 

Payments: 
If you think you did not receive a 
payment, or correct payment from 
any program you participate in, 
please call the office and ask.  Our 
goal is to provide the best service 
we can! 

Special Accommodations: 
Special Accommodations will be 
made upon request to individuals 
with disabilities, vision impairment, 
or hearing impairment.  If accom-
modations are required, individuals 
should contact the county FSA of-
fice staff directly or by phone at 
(623)535-5055 
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