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DCP Signup by June 1

Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and
Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) will continue
through June 1, 2011. FSA staff urges pro-
ducers to make use of the eDCP automated
website to sign up, or producers can visit any
USDA Service Center to complete their 2011
DCP contract. For your convenience we are
asking all producers to schedule appointments
for all 2011 program signups. Please allow up
to one hour for the signup process, you will
need to meet with more than one person.DCP
program payments are calculated using base
acres and payment yields established for each
farm. Eligible producers receive direct pay-
ments at rates established by statute regardless
of market prices. For 2011, eligible producers
may request partial direct payments as an ad-
vance on the total amount.

Notice to Hispanic or Women
Farmers and Ranchers:
Compensation for Claims of
Discrimination

If you believe that the United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) improperly
denied farm loan benefits to you between 1981
and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or be-
cause you are female, you may be eligible to
apply for compensation. You may be eligible
if:

1. You sought a farm loan or farm-loan servic-
ing from USDA during that period; and

2. The loan was denied, provided late, ap-
proved for a lesser amount than requested,
approved with restrictive conditions, or USDA
failed to provide an appropriate loan

service; and

3. You believe these actions occurred because
you are Hispanic or female.

If you want to register your name to receive a
claims package, you can call the Farmer and
Rancher Call Center at 1-888-508-4429 or

NEWSLETTER

access the following website:
www.farmerclaims.gov

In 2011, a Claims Administrator will begin
mailing claims packages to those who have
requested one through the Call Center or web-
site. The claims package will have detailed
information about the eligibility and claims
process. In order to participate, you must sub-
mit a claim to the Claims Administrator by the
end of the claims period.

If you are currently represented by counsel re-
garding allegations of discrimination against
USDA or in a lawsuit claiming discrimination
by USDA, you should contact your counsel
regarding this claims process.

USDA Cannot Provide Legal Advice to You.
You are not required to hire an attorney to file a
claim, but you may contact a lawyer or

other legal services provider in your commu-

nity for additional guidance.

Affected: 2010 Counter-
Cyclical Payments for Certain

Commodities and Peanuts
USDA will not issue partial 2010 crop
counter-cyclical payments to producers of cer-
tain covered commodities. Payments will not
be made to producers of wheat, corn, grain sor-
ghum, barley, oats, upland cotton, long grain
rice, medium grain rice, soybeans, sunflower
seed, rapeseed, canola, safflower, flaxseed,
mustard seed, crambe, sesame seed, dry peas,
lentils, small chickpeas, large chickpeas, and
peanuts. For all covered commodities and pea-
nuts, market price projections exceed levels
that would trigger these payments.
For more information on the direct and counter
cyclical payment programs, including a table
displaying the target price, projected average
market price, loan rate, direct payment rate,
effective price and projected counter-cyclical
rates, visit your local FSA office or the FSA
DCP Website: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp.




ACRE Signup by June 1

The ACRE Program provides a safety net based on state
revenue losses and acts as an option in place of the price-based
safety net of counter-cyclical payments under DCP. The June
1, 2011, signup deadline is mandatory for all participants.
USDA will not accept any late-filed applications. A farm's pay-
ment is based on a revenue guarantee calculated using a 5-year
average state yield and the most recent 2-year national price
for each eligible commodity. An ACRE payment is issued
when both the state and the farm have incurred a revenue loss.
The total number of planted acres for which a producer may
receive ACRE payments may not exceed the total base on the
farm. In exchange for participating in ACRE, in addition to not
receiving counter-cyclical payments, a farm's direct payment is
reduced by 20%, and marketing loan rates are reduced by 30%.
The decision to enroll in the ACRE Program is irrevocable.
The owner of the farm and all producers on the farm must
agree to enroll in ACRE. Once enrolled, the farm shall be en-
rolled for that initial crop year and will remain in ACRE
through the 2012 crop year.

Disaster Assistance Programs

FSA disaster assistance programs include: Emergency As-
sistance for Livestock, Honey bees, and Farm-Raised Fish
(ELAP), Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) Livestock
Indemnity Program, (LIP) Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Payments (SURE) Program, Tree Assistance Program (TAP).
To be eligible for these programs, producers must obtain a pol-
icy or plan of insurance under the Federal Crop Insurance Act
(FCIA) at a minimum CAT level for all insurable crops, and
NAP coverage for non-insurable crops under SURE, TAP, and
ELAP. Farm-Raised Fish means all fish being produced for
sale by an eligible producer. In the case of honey, the term
“farm” means all bees and beehives in all counties that are in-
tended to be harvested for a honey crop by the eligible pro-
ducer. Producers who do not purchase the required coverage
will not be eligible for benefits unless an exception applies.
The exception allows certain waivers for “Socially Disadvan-
taged Farmers and Ranchers”, as well as “Limited Resource
Farmers and Ranchers” and “Beginning Farmers and Ranch-
ers.” It is highly recommended that even producers, who qual-
ify under one of the waiver provisions, purchase the required
insurance or NAP coverage. Doing so will increase the farm
guarantee utilized in the calculation of the SURE payment.

For 2010 and 2011 Calendar Year Sign-up, and Subsequent
Calendar Year Losses: Producers that suffer eligible livestock,
honey bee or farm-raised fish losses shall file: -A notice of loss
the earlier of the 30 calendar days: of when the loss is apparent
to the participant -or after the end of the calendar year in which
the loss occurred . There are no late-file provisions for ELAP.

Asparagus Program Opens

Domestic asparagus producers may sign up for
compensation due to marketing losses resulting from
import competition during the 2004 through 2007 crop
years. Producers may apply for compensation from
February 7™ through April 8, 2011.

The Asparagus Revenue Market Loss Assistance
Payment Program (ALAP) provides a one-time pay-
ment to eligible asparagus producers. Maximum per
pound payment rates are $1.06 per pound for fresh mar-
ket asparagus and $1.08 per pound for asparagus mar-
keted for processing. Payments to asparagus producers
will be calculated for each asparagus farm operation
based on their 2003 marketed production quantities.
ALAP provides an allocation of $7.5 million for pay-
ments for asparagus marketed as fresh, and $7.5 million
for payments for processed asparagus. If the total value
of payments claimed at the maximum payment rates
exceeds available funding, payments will be factored
uniformly to limit total payments to the funds available.
Eligible producers must also have produced and mar-
keted asparagus in commercial quantities in commercial
markets in the U.S. during both of the 2003 and 2007
crop years. A producer that did not harvest asparagus in
2007 does not meet that eligibility requirement. For
more information on the ALAP Program, contact the
nearest Farm Service Agency county office or go online
to www.fsa.usda.gov.

NAP Enrollment

To maintain eligibility for several FSA disaster
assistance programs, producers must obtain crop insur-
ance or NAP coverage before a disaster strikes. Nonin-
sured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) applica-
tions for coverage must be filed using Form CCC-471
and applicable service fees must be paid by the closing
date. Application closing dates vary by crop. Maricopa
County producers can contact the FSA Office for spe-
cific crop application sales closing dates at: (623)535-
5055. Producers must obtain NAP or crop insurance
coverage on all crops in order to remain eligible for the
agency’s Disaster Assistance Programs such as SURE,
TAP, and ELAP. Producers must purchase at least
catastrophic (CAT) level of insurance for all insurable
crops. LFP requires coverage only on grazed acres.
NAP provides coverage to producers for non-insurable
crops when low yields, loss of inventory or prevented
planting occur due to natural disasters. Crops eligible
for NAP coverage are those for which crop insurance is
not available, including fruits and vegetables, aquacul-
ture, pecans, turf grass and forage crops just to name a
few. More information about NAP may be found on the
FSA web site located at www.fsa.usda.gov



http://www.fsa.usda.gov�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov�

NAP Insurance 2011/2012

May 31, 2011- Artichokes Beans Gar, Beets, Broccoli, Cab-
bage, Canola, Carrots, Cauliflower, Celery, Flowers, Chrysan-
themum, Greens, All, Herbs, Cilantro, Mustard, Oats, Onions,
Peas

May 31, 2012— Nursery
September 1, 2011- Crustaceans, Flowers, Stock Garlic

2011 NAP Acreage Reporting

May 15, 2011- Fall Seeded/Spring Small Seeded Small grains
Wheat, Barley, Oats

July 15, 2011- All crops, except small grains, including fruits,
veggies, grasses, alfalfa and fallow

2009 Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Program

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the sign-
up period for the 2009 crop year supplemental Revenue Assis-
tance Payments (SURE) Program begins on Jan 10, 2011
through July 29, 2011. SURE is one of the five disaster pro-
grams included in the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of
2008 that provides assistance to farmers and ranchers who have
suffered losses due to natural disasters. To be eligible for
SURE a farm must have:

1. at least a 10% production loss on a crop of economic signifi-
cance

2. a policy or plan of insurance under the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act or the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) for all economically significant crops;

3. been physically located in a county that was declared a pri-
mary disaster county or contiguous county by the Agriculture
Secretary under a Secretarial Disaster Designation. Without a
Secretarial Disaster Designation, producers may be eligible if
the actual production on a farm is less than 50% of the normal
production on the farm due to a natural disaster. Producers con-
sidered socially disadvantaged, a beginning farmer or rancher,
or a limited resource farmer may be eligible for SURE without
a policy or plan of insurance or NAP coverage. For more infor-
mation on the 2009 SURE program, visit your local FSA
County Office or on the web at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/sure

Honey Loans

Honey loans are a type of marketing assistance loan. They
are currently available until March 31, 2011. The national loan
rate for honey is $0.69 per pound. Market prices currently ex-
ceed the loan rate, so LDPs are not available at this time. To be
eligible, the producer must produce honey in the United States
during the calendar year for which the loan is requested, and
extract the honey on or before Dec. 31 of the applicable crop
year. Producers must also maintain continuous beneficial inter-
est in the honey through date of repayment of the loan, and be
responsible for the financial risk of the operation. Producers are

responsible for maintaining the quality of farm-stored
honey. The containers must be marked with the pro-
ducer’s name, type of honey, number of container and
net weight. Pre-loan inspections are required before
the loans can be disbursed.

Biomass Crop Assistance Program:

The Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP),
created in the 2008 Farm Bill, is a primary component
of the domestic agriculture, energy, and environmental
strategy to reduce carbon pollution, and spur rural eco-
nomic development and job creation. BCAP provides
incentives to interested farmers, ranchers and forest
landowners for the establishment and cultivation of
biomass crops for heat, power, bio-based products and
biofuels. BCAP will address a classic chicken-and-egg
challenge: if commercial-scale biomass facilities are to
have sufficient feed stocks, then an established, large-
scale energy crop source must exist. Conversely, if
profitable crop production is to occur, then a viable
consumer base must exist to purchase the product.
BCAP serves as a catalyst to unite these multiple dy-
namics by reducing the financial risk for landowners
who switch from familiar, revenue generating crops to
new, unconventional crops in preparation for these
emerging markets. Crop producers and bioenergy pro-
ducers will be able to team together to submit applica-
tions to USDA to be selected as a BCAP project area.
If selected, crop producers will be eligible for reim-
bursements of up to 75 percent of the cost of establish-
ing a bioenergy perennial crop. Producers also can
receive up to 5 years of annual payments for grassy
crops (annual or perennial), and up to 15 years of an-
nual payments for woody crops (annual or perennial).
Assistance for the collection, harvest, storage and
transportation of biomass to biomass conversion facili-
ties will be available for 2 years, per producer, in the
form of a matching payment for up to $45 per ton of
the delivery cost to the facility. For more information
on BCAP, please visit FSA’s BCAP website at http://
www.fsa.usda.gov/bcap.

Marketing Assistance Loans &
LDP’s Final Loan Availability Dates
For 2010 Crop Year

March 31, 2011- Barley, Canola, Crambe, Flaxseed,
Oats, Rapeseed, Wheat, Sesame Seed, Honey

May 31,2011 - Corn, Dry Peas, Grain, Sorghum, Cot-
ton, Lentils, Mustard seed, Safflower seed, Small
Chickpeas, Soybeans, Sunflower Seed
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Selected Interest Rates for March 2011

90-Day Treasury Bill

Farm Operating - Direct

Dates to Remember

0.125% March 31 |Honey Loans Close

Farm Ownership - Direct

Asparagus Signup Ends

4.875% April 15 | CRP General Signup Ends

May 15 Acreage Reporting: Small Grains

Ends

Conservation Loan 4.875%

Farm Ownership - Direct Down Pay- | 1.500%
ment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher

Emergency 3.750%

June 1 ACRE Signup Ends

June 1 2011 DCP Enrollment Ends

July 15 Acreage Reporting Ends: For ALL

Crops -Including Fallow

July 29 SURE Signup Ends

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs,
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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