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NEWSLETTER 

DCP Late Signup Till 8/1 
Late enrollment for the 2011 Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) will end on 
August 1, 2011. Make sure you have signed 
the CCC-509 DCP Contract for 2011 by this 
date. This is the final enrollment date. FSA 
staff  urges producers to make use of the eDCP 
automated website to sign up, or producers 
can visit any USDA Service Center to com-
plete their 2011 DCP contract.  For your con-
venience we are asking all producers to sched-
ule appointments for all 2011 program sign-
ups. Please allow up to one hour for the signup 
process, you will need to meet with more than 
one person.DCP program payments are calcu-
lated using base acres and payment yields es-
tablished for each farm. Eligible producers 
receive direct payments at rates established by 
statute regardless of market prices. For 2011, 
eligible producers may request partial direct 
payments as an advance on the total amount.  

 

Reconstitutions August 1st is the 
deadline to request a recon. DCP producers 
have 30 days following the notification of the 
completion of the recon to enroll or re-enroll. 
Please come in to request your reconstitution 
as soon as possible if you are losing or gaining 
farmland. 
 

 
FSA COC Nominations 
It’s county committee election time and this 
issue of the Maricopa County  newsletter is 
your guide to the 2011 election.  Since this 
only happens once a year, here is an election 
refresher. This year LAA 3 is up for election. 
The three steps in the election process are the 
call for nominations, the election and install-
ing the new committee member. 

Election Timetable 

June 15   Nomination period begins. 

Aug. 1 Deadline to submit nomination 
forms. 

Nov. 3  Ballots are mailed to eligible voters. 

Dec. 4 Deadline to return completed ballots 
to FSA county office. 

Jan. 1,  New committee members and 2012 
alternates are installed  

Nominations Open June 15 

Nominations for candidates to run for the Farm 
Service Agency county committee election rep-
resenting producers in a Local Administrative 
Area will be accepted from June 15 - Aug. 1, 
2011. 

Producers who are residents in the LAA hold-
ing the election and who participate or cooper-
ate in an FSA program and are of legal voting 
age may be nominated to serve on the county 
committee. 

Individuals may nominate themselves or others 
as candidates. Also, organizations representing 
socially disadvantaged minorities and women 
farmers or ranchers may also nominate candi-
dates. 

Nomination form, FSA-669A, is included in 
this newsletter. Additional forms and details are 
available at the county office or can be 
downloaded from the FSA web site. Simply go 
to www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/elections 
Eligible voters can nominate as many candi-
dates as they wish.  To be valid, the nomination 
form must be signed by the person being nomi-
nated, indicating agreement to serve if elected, 
and returned to the FSA county office by the 
close of business on Aug. 1, or postmarked by 
midnight Aug. 1, 2011. 

Election-The county committee election is 
held by mail. Ballots will be mailed to eligible 
voters beginning Nov. 3, and must be returned 
to the FSA county office by the close of busi-
ness on Dec. 4, or postmarked by midnight 
Dec. 4, 2011. 

Who Can Vote-Agricultural producers of 
legal voting age can vote if they participate or 



 

cooperate in any FSA  program. A person who is not of legal 
voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations 
on an entire farm can also vote.  No one can be denied the 
right to vote because of race, color, national origin, sex, relig-
ion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or mari-
tal or family status. If you are unsure of your eligibility, con-
tact the staff at the county office. 

NAP Insurance 2011/2012 
 
September 1, 2011– Crustaceans, Flowers, Stock Garlic 

Acreage Reporting Deadline 
July 15, 2011- All crops, except small grains, including fruits, 
veggies, grasses, alfalfa and fallow 
Note: If you plant any crops after the July 15th date, and it is 
still a 2011 crop, please report your acreage to the county of-
fice within 15 days of planting the crop. 

 
2009 Supplemental Revenue Assistance 
Program 
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the sign-up 
period for the 2009 crop year supplemental Revenue Assis-
tance Payments (SURE) Program begins on Jan 10, 2011 
through July 29, 2011.  SURE is one of the five disaster pro-
grams included in the Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 
2008 that provides assistance to farmers and ranchers who 
have suffered losses due to natural disasters.  To be eligible for 
SURE a farm must have: 
1. at least a 10% production loss on a crop of economic signifi-
cance 
2. a policy or plan of insurance under the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Act or the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program 
(NAP) for all economically significant crops; 
3. been  physically located in a county that was declared a pri-
mary disaster county or contiguous county by the Agriculture 
Secretary under a Secretarial Disaster Designation. Without a 
Secretarial Disaster Designation, producers may be eligible if 
the actual production on a farm is less than 50% of the normal 
production on the farm due to a natural disaster.  Producers 
considered  socially disadvantaged, a beginning farmer or 
rancher, or a limited resource farmer may be eligible for SURE 
without a policy or plan of insurance or NAP coverage. For 
more information on the 2009 SURE program, visit your local 
FSA County Office or on the web at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
sure  

 
Disaster Assistance Programs 
FSA Disaster Assistance Programs include: Emergency Assis-
tance for Livestock, Honey bees, and Farm-Raised Fish 
(ELAP), Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) Livestock 
Indemnity Program, (LIP) Supplemental Revenue Assistance 
Payments (SURE) Program, Tree  Assistance Program (TAP).  
To be eligible for these programs, producers must obtain a pol-
icy or plan of insurance under the Federal Crop Insurance Act 
(FCIA) at a minimum CAT level for all insurable crops, and 

NAP coverage for non-insurable crops under SURE, 
TAP, and ELAP.  Farm-Raised Fish means all fish being 
produced for sale by an eligible producer.  In the case of 
honey, the term “farm” means all bees and beehives in 
all counties that are intended to be harvested for a 
honey crop by the eligible producer.  Producers who do 
not purchase the required coverage will not be eligible 
for benefits unless an exception applies.  The exception 
allows certain waivers for “Socially Disadvantaged 
Farmers and Ranchers”, as well as “Limited Resource 
Farmers and Ranchers” and “Beginning Farmers and 
Ranchers.” It is highly recommended that even produc-
ers, who qualify under one of the waiver provisions, 
purchase the required insurance or NAP coverage.  Do-
ing so will increase the farm guarantee utilized in the 
calculation of the SURE payment.  
For 2010 and 2011 Calendar Year Sign-up, and Subse-
quent Calendar Year Losses: Producers that suffer eligi-
ble livestock, honey bee or farm-raised fish losses shall 
file: -A notice of loss the earlier of the 30 calendar 
days: of when the loss is apparent to the participant -or 
after the end of the calendar year in which the loss oc-
curred .  There are no late-file provisions for ELAP.  
 

Affected: 2010 Counter-Cyclical Pay-
ments for Certain Commodities and 
Peanuts 
USDA will not issue partial 2010 crop counter-cyclical 
payments to producers of certain covered commodities. 
Payments will not be made to producers of wheat, corn, 
grain sorghum, barley, oats, upland cotton, long grain 
rice, medium grain rice, soybeans, sunflower seed, 
rapeseed, canola, safflower, flaxseed, mustard seed, 
crambe, sesame seed, dry peas, lentils, small chickpeas, 
large chickpeas, and peanuts. For all covered commodi-
ties and peanuts, market price projections exceed levels 
that would trigger these payments.  
For more information on the direct and counter cyclical 
payment programs, including a table displaying the tar-
get price, projected average market price, loan rate, di-
rect payment rate, effective price and projected counter-
cyclical rates, visit your local FSA office or the FSA 
DCP Website: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp. 
 

Notice to Women and Hispanic 
Farmers and Ranchers: Compensa-
tion for Claims of Discrimination  
If you are a female farmer or rancher or a Hispanic 
farmer or rancher and you believe that the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied 
farm loan benefits to you for certain time periods be-
tween 1981 and 2000 because you are a female, or be-
cause you are Hispanic, you may be eligible to apply 
for compensation, the USDA State Food & Agriculture 
Council (SFAC) in Arizona announced in joint news 



 

requested, approved with restrictive conditions, or USDA 
failed to provide an appropriate loan service; and  
you believe these actions occurred because you are female or 
Hispanic.  "We want all producers who may be eligible to be 
aware of this claims process for female and Hispanic farmers 
and ranchers, as well as the recent settlements with Native 
American and African American farmers and ranchers, so they 
can come forward and participate in these processes," said 
Alan Stephens State Director of Rural Development (RD) in 
Arizona, who serves as this year's chair of the SFAC. The 
SFAC is comprised of State-level agency heads of the three 
USDA partner agencies - RD State Director Alan Stephens, 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) State Executive Director Robert 
Piceno and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
State Conservationist David McKay - with membership from 
other USDA agencies in Arizona. If you want to register your 
name to receive a claims package in the female and Hispanic 
farmers claims process, you can call the Farmer and Rancher 
Call Center at 1-888-508-4429 or access the Website: 
www.farmerclaims.gov.  
In 2011, a Class Administrator will begin mailing claims pack-
ages to those who have requested one through the Call Center 
or Website. The claims package will have detailed information 
about the eligibility and claims process. In order to participate, 
you must submit a claim to the Claims Administrator by the 
end of the claims period. The claims process offers a stream-
lined alternative to litigation and provides at least $1.33 billion 
in compensation, plus up to $160 million in farm debt relief, to 
eligible Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers.  
The claims process provides up to $50,000 for each woman or 
Hispanic farmer who can show that USDA denied them a loan 
or loan servicing for discriminatory reasons for certain time 
periods between 1981 and 2000. Hispanic or female farmers 
who provide additional proof and meet other requirements can 
receive $50,000. Successful claimants may also be eligible for 
funds to pay the taxes on their awards and for forgiveness of 
certain existing USDA loans. There are no filing fees or other 
costs to claimants to participate in the program. Participation is 
voluntary, and individuals who opt not to participate are not 
precluded by the program from filing a complaint in court. If 
you are currently represented by counsel regarding allegations 
of discrimination against USDA or in a lawsuit claiming dis-
crimination by USDA, you should contact your counsel re-
garding your claims process. USDA cannot provide legal ad-
vice to you. You are not required to hire an attorney to file a 
claim, but you may contact a lawyer or other legal services 
provider in your community for additional guidance.  Audio 
and video public service announcements in English and Span-
ish from Secretary Vilsack and downloadable print and web 
banner ads on the Hispanic and women farmer claims process 
are available at: http://www.usda.gov/
PSAs_Print_and_WebBanner_Ads.xml. For more information, 
contact the Farmer and Rancher Call Center at 1-888-508-4429 

or access the following Website: 
www.farmerclaims.gov. This announcement follows the 
Obama Administration’s settlement of litigation 
brought by Native American farmers and  ranchers and 
African American farmers. Any Native American 
farmer or rancher who was denied a Farm Loan or Loan 
Servicing by the USDA between Jan. 1, 1981 and Nov. 
24, 1999, may be eligible for benefits from a Class Ac-
tion Settlement. To request a Claims Package or for 
more information, call 1-888-233-5506 or visit 
www.IndianFarmClass.com. African-American farmers 
who submitted a request to file a late claim on or be-
tween October 13, 1999 and June 18, 2008 under the 
1999 settlement in the earlier class action known as 
Pigford v. Glickman ("Pigford") and who did not re-
ceive a merits determination of their discrimination 
claim should call 1-866-950-5547 or 1-866-472-7826 or 
visit www.blackfarmercase.com.  

                 



 
Maricopa  County FSA Office 
12409 West Indian School Road 
Building B, Suite 201 
Avondale, Arizona 85392-9505 

 PRESORTED  STANDARD 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Avondale, AZ 
PERMIT #50 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, politi-
cal beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. 
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a 
complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 
(TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 

Selected Interest Rates for March 2011  

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 

Farm Operating - Direct 2.500% 

Farm Ownership -  Direct 4.875% 

Conservation Loan 4.875% 

Farm Ownership - Direct Down Pay-
ment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.500% 

Emergency 3.750% 

 Dates to Remember 

July 15 Acreage Reporting Ends:  For ALL 
Crops -Including Fallow 

July 29 SURE Signup Ends 

Aug 1 2011 DCP Late File Ends 
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