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Direct & Counter Cyclical Pro-
ducers: ATTENTION

Final Direct payments will be issued on Octo-
ber 7, 2011. If you have not completed enroll-
ment, payments will be delayed. What will
delay enrollment? Missing land leases, AGI’s,
payment limitation paperwork or acreage re-
port (s) not completed. If you do not receive a
Final direct payment in your bank account in 5
-7 business days from Oct. 7th please call the
office to see the reason for delay.

Crop Certification Deadline
The annual requirement of reporting to the
FSA office can be referred to as crop report-
ing, acreage reporting, or crop certification.
Filing an accurate and timely report for all
crops and land uses, including failed acreage,
can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of
Farm Service Agency programs. All cropland
on the farm must be reported to receive bene-
fits from the Direct and Counter-cyclical Pro-
gram, marketing assistance loans and Load
Deficiency Payments.

The certification form FSA-578, Report of
Acreage, must account for all cropland on a
farm, whether idle or planted.

Disaster Assistance

The Farm Service Agency would like to re-
mind crop and livestock producers throughout
states that have recently experienced severe
damage from heavy rains, flooding, wildfires
and tornadoes that FSA programs are available
to assist with recovery.

FSA administers several important pro-
grams that help producers recover from disas-
ter damage and livestock deaths. Among the
key programs available to address impacts
from disasters are the Emergency Conserva-
tion Program (ECP), the Livestock Indemnity
Program (LIP), Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish
Program (ELAP), the Noninsured Disaster
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Assistance Program (NAP) and the Supple-
mental Revenue Assistance Payments
(SURE) Program.

Fact sheets for all of these programs can
be found at www.fsa.usda.gov; click on
Newsroom, then Fact Sheets.

We encourage all who have suffered a
disaster due to the recent severe weather con-
ditions to read the fact sheets and visit their
local FSA county office so they get a quick
start in the recovery process.

2010 ACRE Certification

Deadline Extended

The deadline for a 2010 production certifica-
tion to comply with the ACRE provisions for
production reports has been extended to COB
Sept. 1, 2011. Because of this extension, us-
ing a register on Sept. 1, 2011, is not author-
ized.

The extension is for completing both the
farm benchmark yield (2005 through 2009)
and the actual farm yield (2010). For more
details contact the local FSA office.

Election Time:
COC Candidate Biography

A nomination form has been received for Ms.
Dawnie Stuart to represent LAA #3, area:
(Gilbert, Chandler, Queen Creek) of Mari-
copa County, as a COC member for 2011.
Dawnie Stuart is an active member of the
Maricopa County Committee and serves as
COC Chairperson. Ms. Stuart is willing to
serve if elected.

Foreign Landowner Notifica-
tion

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclo-
sure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners
of U.S. agricultural land to report their hold-
ings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The
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Farm Service Agency administers this program Agricultural Foreign Invest-

for USDA.

Foreign persons who have purchased or sold
agricultural land in the county are required to
report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of
the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form
could result in civil penalties of up to 25 per-
cent of the fair market value of the property.
County government offices, real estate agents,
attorneys and others involved in real estate
transactions are reminded to notify foreign
owners.

FSA Farm Loans

FSA is committed to providing family
farmers with loans to meet their farm
credit needs. If you are having trouble
getting the credit you need for your farm,
or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and
guaranteed loans are currently available.
Ask your lender about an FSA Guaran-
teed Loan if you’ve had a setback and
your lender is reluctant to extend or re-
new your loan.

Farm Ownership Loans or Farm Op-
erating Loans may be obtained as direct
loans for a maximum of up to $300,000.
Guaranteed Loans can reach a maxi-
mum indebtedness of $1,119,000. Pro-
ducers are encouraged to apply early so
that a loan can be processed and funded
in a timely manner.

FSA employees will help you complete
the necessary application and other
forms, and help you understand what
information is required, where to find it
or who to contact to get it. To find out
more about FSA loan programs, contact
the county office staff.

Compliance Spot Checks
Compliance spot checks will be con-
ducted on 2011 crops. Instead of locally
selecting farms, contracts, deficiency
loans, etc. for review, a nationwide selec-
tion of producers is employed. Spot
check selections are to be conducted
based on a producer’s participation in
Conservation Reserve Program, Direct
and Counter-cyclical Program, Loan De-
ficiency Program, etc. For more informa-
tion about the spot check selection proce-
dure, feel free to contact your local Farm
Service Agency office for additional
clarification.

ment Disclosure Act

Foreign investors with an interest in agricul-
tural lands in the United States are required to
report their holdings and any transactions to
the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture. Any foreign
person who acquires or transfers any interest,
other than a security interest, in agricultural
land in the United States is required by law to
report the transaction no later than 90 days
after the date of the transaction. Foreign inves-
tors must file Agricultural Foreign Investment
Disclosure Act (AFIDA) reports with the Farm
Service Agency County Office that maintains
reports for the county where the land is lo-
cated. Failure to file a report, filing a late report
or filing an inaccurate report can result in a
penalty with fines up to 25 percent of the fair
market value of the agricultural. Land. For
AFIDA purposes, agricultural land is defined
as any land used for farming, ranching or tim-
ber production, if the tracts total 10 acres or
more. Disclosure reports are also required
when there are changes in land use. For ex-
ample, reports are required when land use
changes from nonagricultural to agricultural or
from agricultural to nonagricultural. County
Office that maintains reports for the county
where the land is located.

Beginning and Limited Re-

source Farmers

FSA assists beginning farmers and or members

of socially disadvantaged groups to finance

agricultural enterprises. Under these desig-

nated farm loan programs, FSA can provide

financing to eligible applicants through either

direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a be-

ginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more that 10
years

e  Will materially and substantially partici-
pate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment,
borrower training and financial manage-
ment program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 per
cent of the county’s median size

Each member of an entity must meet the eligi-
bility requirements. Loan approval is not guar-
anteed.

Additional program information, loan ap-
plications, and other materials are available at
your local USDA Service Center. You may
also visit www.fsa.usda.gov
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NOTICE
TO HISPANIC
AND/OR
WOMEN

FARMERS OR

RANCHERS

COMPENSATION
FOR CLAIMS OF
DISCRIMINATION

If you believe that
the United 5tates
Department of
Agriculture (LSDA)
improperly denied
farm loan benefits to
you between 1981
and 2000 because
you are Hispanic,
or because you are
female, you may be
eligible to apply for
compensation.

To register your narme
to receive a claims
packet, call the
Farmer and Rancher
Call Center at 1-888-
508-4429 or visit:
www.farmerclaims.gov

The claims package
will have detailed
information about
the eligibility and
claims process.,
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2011/2012 Sure Eligibility Infor-

mation The 2008 Farm Bill and regulations
(7 CFR Part 760, Subpart G) specify to receive
SURE payments; an eligible producer on a
SURE farm must have a qualifying loss. A
qualifying loss is defined as a loss of 10 per-
cent or more on at least 1 crop of economic
significance because of disaster on a farm that
is either:

-located in a disaster county

-if not located in any disaster county or county
contiguous to such a county, but has an overall
loss greater than or equal to 50 percent of nor-
mal production of the farm (expected revenue
for all crops on the farm) because of disaster.
Note: A SURE farm includes all crop acreage
in all counties that a producer planted or in-
tended to plant for harvest for normal commer-
cial sale or farm livestock feeding.

A crop of economic significance is a crop that
contributes at least 5 percent of the expected
revenue for a producer’s SURE farm.

A disaster county is a county for which a Sec-
retarial disaster designation has been issued or
a county contiguous to county with a Secretar-
ial designation. The disaster designation must
be effective for the crop year for which SURE
payments are being applied.

Qualifying Loss Requirements for 2011 and
2012 Crops At the time of filing the 2011or
2012 SURE application for payment, the pro-
ducer will be required to identify and certify
the crop of economic significance on the
SURE farm that suffered the 10 percent loss
because of disaster occurring on or before Sep-
tember 30, 2011. Note: Crops are not required
to be harvested on or before September 30,
2011, to maintain eligibility for SURE.

The determination of whether a producer’s
certification of crop loss is because of disaster
occurring on or before September 30, 2011,
FSA will review the crop’s planting and grow-
ing period, asserted disaster event, and any
other pertinent information that may be rele-
vant or available. Qualifying Loss Require-
ments for 2011 and 2012 Crops COC shall
ensure the economically significant crop as
having the 10 percent qualifying loss because
of a disaster occurring on or before September
30, 2011, meets the following criteria:

-for insured crops, the insurance policy defines
the coverage period as beginning on or before
September 30, 2011

-for NAP crops, the coverage period begins on
or before September 30, 2011

-the final planting date according to RMA and
FSA (NAP crops only) occur on or before Sep-

tember 30, 2011

FSA must be satisfied that the claimed loss
was because of disaster occurring on or before
September 30, 2011, to determine that a quali-
fying loss has triggered.

Livestock Forage Program

(LFP) LFP is part of the Livestock Disaster
Assistance Programs (LDAP) and “provides
compensation to eligible livestock producers
that have suffered grazing losses because of
qualifying drought or fire. An eligible live-
stock producer may receive assistance under
LFP for grazing losses because of a qualifying
drought if physically located in a county that
is, during the normal grazing period for the
specific type of grazing land or pastureland for
the county, rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor
as having the following: D2 (severe drought)
intensity in any area of the county for at least
eight consecutive weeks during the normal
grazing period for the specific type of grazing
land or pastureland for the county.” (1LDAP
Part 4 Paragraph 160 and 171) Maricopa
County has been declared a D2 county. The
qualifying date Maricopa County entered the
drought (per the U.S. Drought Monitor) is
5/03/11 and the ending date is 6/27/11. Pro-
ducers must submit a FSA-925 (LFP applica-
tion) for payment and required supporting
documentation no later than 30 calendar days
after the end of the calendar year in which the
grazing loss occurred. (1LDAP Part 4 Para-
graph 170). Eligible livestock producers are
required to only obtain a policy or plan of in-
surance or have NAP coverage on the grazing
land or pastureland acres for which benefits
are being requested under LFP. A timely re-
port of acreage for all grazing land for which a
loss is being claimed is required.

Successor-In-Interest

Many FSA programs will allow payments to
be made to heirs or successors when a pro-
gram participant passes away. Additionally,
contracts in programs such as CRP must be
revised to reflect the successor(s) to a de-
ceased participant's interest. In the event of an
FSA program participant's death, it is impor-
tant that FSA be notified. Entities and joint
operations that participate in FSA pro-

grams also need to notify FSA if a shareholder
or member passes away. FSA benefits are re-
ported to IRS and maintaining current, accu-
rate records about participants is vital to ensur-
ing that those payments are reported correctly.
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Dates to Remember

Sept. 1 2010 ACRE Certification Deadline
Oct. 7

Final Direct Payments Disbursement

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, politi-
cal beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a
complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339

(TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
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