USDA FSA

Maricopa County FSA
12409 West Indian
School Road. Building B
Suite 201

Avondale, AZ 85392

Ph: (623) 535-5055
Fax: (623) 536-5261

Hours

Monday—Friday
8:00 am—4:30 pm

County Office Staff

Christina A Day
CED

Shawneen Stevenson
Farm Loan Manager

Tim Garcia

NRCS District Conserva-
tionist

County Committee

Gary Gable, Chairperson

Michael Brooks, Vice
Chairperson

Dawnie Stewart, Mem-
ber

Website

www.fsa.usda.gov

January 2012

ATTENTION: Direct & Counter

Cyclical Producers 2012 Sign-

Up Enrollment for the 2012 Direct and
Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) begins on
Jan. 23 and continues through June 1, 2012.
Appointments are recommended to facilitate
the process, as you will meet with more than
one person. Currently, recons may be re-
quested and 2012 CCC-931 Adjusted Gross
Income Certifications are also being accepted.
Any changes to your farming operation may
also be accepted at this time. Land leases:
need to be complete with landowner ad-
dresses, and legal descriptions. *Come in
early and avoid the last minute rush.

ATTENTION: In 2012, There will be NO
ADVANCED DCP Payments distributed.
There will only be FINAL payments in Oc-
tober 2012.

Livestock Disaster Programs
Sign-up is currently underway for 2011 losses
for LFP, LIP, ELAP and TAP. Sign-up ends
Jan. 30, 2012, for LFP, LIP, and ELAP . Pro-
ducers have 90 days from the time a loss is
apparent to file an application for TAP. For
LFP, FSA also has SURE and DCP/ACRE
information available at www.fsa.usda.gov/
sure_and www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp, respectively.
Information on the disaster programs can be
found at http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov.

Attn Program Participants:
2012 Revised Adjusted Gross

Income Form

NOTE: As 0of 12/07/2011, we have a re-
revised AGI form, if you have previously
filed a 2012 AGI and it is not on the revised
form, we will require you to file a new form
for you and your operation. This is a re-
quirement for the 2012 DCP Program
signup. The 2012 program sign up will consist
of a revised AGI form now the CCC-

NEWSLETTER

931Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI)
Certification and Consent To Disclosure of
Tax Information. The form will replace the
need for the program participant to mail the
IRS a separate form. The form requires the
participant to fill out all items, including a
full social or tax identification number.
Forms not completed correctly will not be
accepted. Spouses cannot sign for each
other.

NOTE: Make sure your full name is writ-
ten the same way you file your taxes. If it
is not, IRS will reject it.

Date on Form: This form must be returned
to FSA within 120 days of the signature date
for the consent to be valid. Timely submis-
sion of the CCC-931 to the FSA office is re-
quired to maintain payment eligibility.

Note: This form can only be signed by the
person authorized under state law to sign this
consent for the legal entity. An approved
Power of Attorney (Form FSA-211) on file
with USDA cannot be used as evidence of
signature authority when completing this
form. Call for questions.

County Committee Election
LAA 3 Results:

Dawnie Stewart Elected member

Jason Perry Ist Alternate

Congratulations to both.

January COC Meeting results:

Gary Gable—Chairperson

Michael Brooks—Vice Chairperson
Dawnie Stewart-Member

Foreign Landowner Notifica-
tion
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclo-

sure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners
of U.S. agricultural land to report their hold-
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ings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm
Reconstitutions

For FSA program purchases, tracts hav-
ing the same owner and the same opera-
tor are grouped under one farm serial
number. When changes in ownership or
operation take place, a farm reconstitu-
tion is necessary. The reconstitution-or
recon-is the process of combining or div-
ing farms or tracts of land based on the
farming operation. Remember: Recons
can be requested as late as August 1st,
only if the parent farm has been enrolled,
a CCC-509 is signed and on file by June
1st. The following are the different meth-
ods used when doing a farm recon:

e Estate Method-the division of bases,
allotments and quotas for a parent
farm among heirs in settling an es-
tate,

¢ Designation of Landowner Method-
may be used when (1) part of a farm
is sold or ownership is transferred;
(2) an entire farm is sold to two or
more persons; (3) farm ownership is
transferred to two or more persons;
(4) part of a tract is sold or ownership
is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to
two or more persons; or (6) tract
ownership is transferred to two or
more persons. In order to use this
method the land sold must have been
owned for at least three years, or a
waiver granted, and the buyer and
seller must sign a Memorandum of
Understanding;

e DCP Cropland Method-the division
of bases in the same proportion that
the DCP cropland for each resulting
tract relates to the DCP cropland on
the parent tract;

e Default Method— the division of
bases for a parent farm with each
tract maintaining the bases attributed
to the tract level when the reconstitu-
tion is initiated in the system.

Note--Reconstitutions must be required
by August 1 of the fiscal year for farms
subject to DCP.

Highly Erodible Land/
Wetland Conservation
Compliance Landowners and op-
erators are reminded that in order to re-
ceive payments from USDA, compliance

with Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Con-
servation provisions are required. Farmers
with HEL determined soils are reminded of
tillage, crop residue, and rotation requirements
as specified per their conservation plan. Pro-
ducers are to notify the USDA Farm Service
Agency prior to conducting land clearing or
drainage projects to insure compliance. Failure
to obtain advance approval for any of these
situations can result in the loss of eligibility
and all Federal payments.

MILC Changes to Start Month

This is a reminder on the MILC production
start month change policy. It is important that
you review your MILC contract or contact
your local FSA office to determine if you
would like to make a change to your produc-
tion start month to start receiving MILC pay-
ments for this upcoming FY. Changes to your
production start month must be made on or
before the 14th of the month, prior to your pre-
viously selected start month.

Livestock Forage Program LFp
is part of the Livestock Disaster Assistance
Programs (LDAP) and provides compensation
to eligible livestock producers that have suf-
fered grazing losses because of a qualifying
drought or fire. An eligible livestock producer
may receive assistance under LFP for grazing
losses because of a qualifying drought if
physically located in a county that is, during
the normal grazing period for the county,
rated by the U.S. Drought Monitor as having
the following: D2 (severe drought) intensity in
any area of the county for at least

specific type of grazing land or pastureland for
eight consecutive weeks during the normal
grazing period for the specific type of grazing
land or pastureland for the county.” (1LDAP
Part 4 Paragraph 160 and 171). Maricopa
County has been declared a D2 county. The
qualifying date Maricopa County entered the
drought (per the U.S. Drought Monitor) is
5/03/11 and the ending date is 06/27/11. Pro-
ducers must submit a FSA-925 (LFP applica-
tion) for payment and required supporting
documentation no later than 30 calendar days
after the end of the calendar year in which the
grazing loss occurred. (1LDAP Part 4 Para-
graph 170). Eligible livestock producers are
required to only obtain a policy or plan of in-
surance or have NAP coverage on the grazing
land or pastureland acres for which benefits
are being requested under LFP. A timely re-
port of acreage for all grazing land for which a
loss is being claimed is required.



NOTICE
TO HISPANIC
AND/OR
WOMEN

FARMERS OR

RANCHERS

COMPENSATION
FOR CLAIMS OF
DISCRIMINATION

If you believe that
the United 5tates
Department of
Agriculture (LSDA)
improperly denied
farm loan benefits to
you between 1981
and 2000 because
you are Hispanic,
or because you are
female, you may be
eligible to apply for
compensation.

To register your narme
to receive a claims
packet, call the
Farmer and Rancher
Call Center at 1-888-
508-4429 or visit:
www.farmerclaims.gov

The claims package
will have detailed
information about
the eligibility and
claims process.,
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2010 SURE Program Signup
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) Adminis-
trator Bruce Nelson informed farmers that en-
rollment for 2010 crop losses under the Sup-
plemental Revenue Assistance Payments
(SURE) program will begin Nov. 14, 2011.
“Eligible producers who suffered losses during
the 2010 crop year are encouraged to visit
their local FSA office to learn more about the
SURE program and how to apply,” said Nel-
son. Administrator Nelson also reminds pro-
ducers that losses must occur on or before
Sept. 30, 2011, to be eligible for the five disas-
ter assistance programs authorized by the 2008
Farm Bill: SURE; the Livestock Indemnity
Program (LIP); the Emergency Assistance for
Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish
(ELAP); the Livestock Forage Disaster Pro-
gram (LFP); and the Tree Assistance Program
(TAP). Disasters occurring after this date are
not eligible for program coverage. As noted
above, sign-up for 2010 crop losses under the
SURE program will begin Nov. 14, 2011. Sign
-up for 2011 crop losses will be accepted in
the fall of 2012, when the 2011 farm revenue
data required by statute becomes available.
Numerous resources are available to help pro-
ducers make informed decisions on program
eligibility. FSA county office staff can answer
many questions on program rules, application
procedures and possible benefits. Calculators
and decision tools can be found on some land
grant university websites and can assist with
potential payment calculations.

Beginning and Limited Re-

source Farmers

FSA assists beginning farmers and or members

of socially disadvantaged groups to finance

agricultural enterprises. Under these desig-

nated farm loan programs, FSA can provide

financing to eligible applicants through either

direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a be-

ginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more that 10
years

e  Will materially and substantially partici-
pate in the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment,
borrower training and financial manage-
ment program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 per-
cent of the county’s median size

Each member of an entity must meet the eligi-

bility requirements. Loan approval is not guar-

anteed. Additional program information, loan
applications, and other materials are available
at your local USDA Service Center. You may
also visit www.fsa.usda.gov

Farm Loan Program Limits

The Farm Service Agency is committed to
providing family farmers with loans to meet
their farm credit needs. If you are having trou-
ble getting the credit you need for your farm,
or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and
guaranteed loans are currently available. Ask
your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if
you’ve had a setback and your lender is reluc-
tant to renew your loan. Farm ownership
loans or farm operating loans may be obtained
as direct loans for a maximum of up to
$300,000. Guaranteed loans have a maximum
limit of $1,214,000 starting on Oct. 1, 2011.
The one-time loan origination fee charged on
FSA guaranteed farm ownership and operating
loans has increased from 1 percent to 1.5 per-
cent of the guaranteed portion of the loan, for
loans obligated after Oct. 1, 2011.To find out
more about FSA loan programs, contact the
county office staff..

Get Gov Delivery Farm Service
Agency offices are adopting a instant delivery,
electronic option. Producers can now enroll in
the new Gov Delivery system which will pro-
vide notices, newsletters and copies delivered
through the mail. Conversion to electronic no-
tifications via email helps conserve resources
and save taxpayer dollars. Get your informa-
tion better, faster and at less cost overall with
FSA’s free GovDelivery service. If you have
questions, call your local office. Note: that
other USDA agencies are also implementing
GovDelivery, so once you subscribe through
FSA, you will get other options for a variety of
USDA bulletins, reports, and other informa-
tion. County Committee ballots will continue
to be mailed to all eligible producers. Sub-
scribe right now to receive your free e-mail
updates instantly by going to:
www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe
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Maricopa County FSA Office
12409 West Indian School Rd
Building B, Suite 201
Avondale, Arizona 85392-9505
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Please make sure to notify the County office immediately if you have changes to your bank account. If we have in-
correct data, It will slow down the process in transmitting any payments.

IRS Form 1099-G pProducers annually receive their CCC-1099-G forms detailing payments producers have
received from the Commodity Credit Corporation. The annual report of program payments on the CCC-1099-G form
is a service intended to help our customers report taxable income. It is not intended to replace the producers’ respon-
sibilities to report income to IRS. FSA staff cannot interpret IRS regulations or advise producers about which pay-
ments to report on their income tax returns. However, county office staff can review payments for accuracy.

Dates to Remember

Jan 23

2012 DCP Sign-Up Begins

Jan 30

LFP, ELAP Sign up Deadline

Feb 20

Holiday—Office Closed

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, politi-
cal beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a
complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339
(TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and

employer.
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