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United States Dept. 
of Agriculture 

 

Flagstaff, Arizona 
  
USDA Service Center 
  
1585 S. Plaza Way, Ste 120 
Flagstaff, AZ 86001-7156 

  
Phone Number 
  
(928) 774-2401 Ext. 2 

  
Fax Number 
  
(928) 774-2780 

  
Office Hours 
  
Monday – Friday 
  
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. (MST) 
  
County Committee 
  
Marilyn Savoini-Chairperson 
  
Nathan Kilgore - Vice Chair 
  
Diana Kessler - Member 
  
Joe Querta - Member 
  
Anita Waite – Member 
  

County Executive Dir. 
  
Arnie Schlittenhart 
(928) 774-2401 Ext. 105 
 

Farm Loan Manager 
  
Mike Miller 
(928) 524-3214 Ext. 104 
 
Farm Loan Officer 
  
Harriett Mann 
(928) 524-3214 Ext. 112 
 
IMPORTANT DATES: 
  
July 3, 2009 
 

Office Closed - Independ-
ence Day Holiday 
 

Website 
  
www.fsa.usda.gov 

 

COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS  “FSA COUNTS ON YOU” 
 

The Farm Service Agency is a “grass roots” agency that utilizes county committees to provide 
oversight and input in administering USDA farm programs. County committees are comprised of 
ranchers and farmers who actually participate in USDA farm programs. The 3 county area ser-
viced by the Flagstaff Farm Service Agency (Coconino, Mohave, Yavapai) is divided into 5 local 
administrative areas, or LAAs. Each LAA elects one producer to 
serve a three-year term on the FSA county committee.  Each year, 
an election is held in at least one LAA to replace the committee 
member whose three-year term is expiring. 
 
The current LAA 5 representative, Diana Kessler’s 3 year term will 
be expiring at the end of 2009.  
 
Nominations 
 

Candidate nominations for the FSA county committee LAA 5 repre-
sentative election will be accepted beginning June 15 through Aug. 
3, 2009.  Producers who reside in LAA 5 and who participate or co-
operate in an FSA program and are of legal voting age may be nomi-
nated to serve on the county committee.  Individuals may nominate themselves or others as candi-
dates.  Also, organizations representing socially disadvantaged minorities and women or begin-
ning farmer or ranchers are also encouraged to nominate candidates. 
 
The nomination form, FSA-669A, is available at the county office or may be downloaded from 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce.   
To be valid, the nomination form must be signed by the person being nominated, indicating their 
agreement to serve if elected. The completed nomination form must be returned to the Flagstaff 
county office by the close of business on Aug. 3, or postmarked by midnight Aug. 3, 2009.  
 
Voting 
Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 6, and must be returned to the county office 
by the close of business on Dec. 7, or postmarked by midnight Dec. 7, 2009. Agricultural produc-
ers of legal voting age can vote if they participate or cooperate in any FSA program. A person who 
is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations on an entire farm 
can also vote. No one can be denied the right to vote because of race, color, national origin, sex, 
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status. 
 
Candidate Eligibility 
To hold office as a county committee member, a person must meet the basic eligibility criteria: 
 Participate or cooperate in a program administered by FSA 
 Be eligible to vote in a county committee election 
 Reside in the LAA in which the person is a candidate 
 Not have been: 

 Removed or disqualified from the office of county committee member, 
alternate or employee 

 

 Removed for cause from any public  
office or have been convicted of fraud, larceny, embezzlement or any 
other felony 

 

 Dishonorably discharged from any branch of the armed services. 

End of County Committee Elections (LAA-5) 
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BANKING CHANGES? 
 

Almost all Farm Service Agency payments 
are made electronically using Direct De-
posit. This innovation has cut down on the number of 
missing and late payments and reduced the time re-
quired to move funds.  It has been calculated that 
having a problem with a payment is 20 times greater 
with checks than with Direct Deposit.  Another bene-
fit is that Direct Deposit to your account can be made 
within 48 hours. 
 
To keep the system running smoothly, it’s critical to 
keep the county office staff up to date on changes 
you might make in your financial institutions. 
 
If you have changed accounts or institutions that 
might affect the direct deposit of your FSA payments, 
contact the FSA county office so we can update our 
files to insure continued uninterrupted service. 

 
 
 
 

Crop Reporting 
The annual requirement of reporting to the FSA office 
can be referred to as crop reporting, acreage reporting, 
or crop certification.  Filing an accurate and timely re-
port for all crops and land uses, including failed acre-
age, can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of Farm 
Service Agency programs. All cropland on the farm 
must be reported to receive benefits from the Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program, marketing assistance loans 
and Load Deficiency Payments. The certification form 
FSA-578, Report of Acreage, must account for all crop-
land on a farm, whether idle or planted. The producer 
certification deadline for “All Crops” is July 15, 2009. 

CRP & NAP Certification 
 

Conservation Reserve Program acreage must be re-
ported to receive annual rental payments. And, crop 
acreage for Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) must also be reported.  
 
Failed Acreage: 
Reports of failed acreage must be filed before disposi-
tion of the crop, and producers must be able to estab-
lish to the satisfaction of the county committee that the 
crop failed and was prevented from being replanted 
through the normal planting period because of natural 
disaster conditions. 
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Reasonable 
Accommodations 
Reasonable accommodations will 
be made, upon request, for indi-
viduals with disabilities, vision im-
pairment or hearing impairment. If 
special accommodations are re-
quired, please call the Farm Service Agency county 
office staff, and we will be happy to make any ar-
rangements that are necessary. 

Power of Attorney 
For those who find it difficult to visit the county office 
personally because of work schedules, distance, health, 
etc., FSA has a power of attorney form available that 
enables you to designate another person to conduct 
your business at the office. If you are interested, please 
contact our office or any Farm Service Agency office 
near you for more information. If you want a crop loan, 
a power of attorney form will need to be completed for 
husband and wife, if both do not come into the office to 
sign the forms on the day the loan is disbursed. 

FARM RECONSTITUTIONS 
 

For FSA program purposes, tracts having the same owner 
and the same operator are grouped under one farm serial 
number.  When changes in ownership or operation take 
place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. 
The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of combining 
or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming op-
eration.  Remember, to be effective for the current year, re-
cons must be requested by August 1 for farms enrolled in 
specific programs. 
 
The following are the different methods used when doing a 
farm recon: 
 

Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and 
quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an es-
tate; 

 
Designation of Landowner Method — may be used 

when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is trans-
ferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more persons; 
(3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more per-
sons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is trans-
ferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) 
tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons. In 
order to use this method the land sold must have been 
owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and 
the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Under-
standing; 

 
DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the 

same proportion that the DCP cropland for each result-
ing tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract; 

 
Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm 

with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the 
tract level when the reconstitution is initiated in the sys-
tem. 
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Changes in Payment 
 Limitations  

The payment limitation provisions over the last 39 years 
have been expanded to more programs.  Some of the 
changes in this area are listed below. 
 
New Eligibility Forms for 2009 and Subsequent Years 
Anyone that plans to participate in 2009 programs is re-
quired to submit a completed CCC-902, CCC-926, and 
CCC-901, if applicable, for payment eligibility and payment 
limitation purposes.  An AD-1026, Highly Erodible Land 
Certification is also required.  

1/ Under ACRE, this amount will be a combined limitation for counter-
cyclical and ACRE payments.  If a person or legal entity has a direct or 
indirect interest in payments earned on a farm participating in ACRE, this 
limitation will reflect an increase for the amount that direct payments are 
reduced. 
 
2/ If the person or legal entity has a direct or indirect interest in payments 
earned on a farm that is in ACRE, this limitation will reflect a 20 percent 
reduction in direct payments on each far that is participating in ACRE. 

 
Additional information on payment limitations is avail-
able at FSA county offices or on line at: 
www.fsa.usda.gov 

FSA Signature Policy 
 

Using the correct signature when doing business with FSA 
can save time and prevent a delay in program benefits.  
The following are FSA signature guidelines: 
 

 A married woman shall sign her given name: Mrs. Mary 
Doe, not Mrs. John Doe 

 

 For a minor, FSA requires the minor’ signature and one 
from an eligible parent 

  Note, by signing the applicable document, the par-
ent is liable for actions of the minor and may be liable 
for refunds, liquidated damages, etc 
 

 When signing on one’s behalf the signature must agree 
with the name typed or printed on the form, or be a 
variation that does not cause the name and signature 
to be in disagreement.  Example - John W. Smith is on 
the form.  The signature may be John W. Smith or J.W. 
Smith or J. Smith.  Or Mary J. Smith may be signed as 
Mrs. Mary Joe Smith, M.J. Smith, Mary Smith, etc 

 

 FAXED signatures will be accepted for certain forms 
and other documents provided the acceptable program 
forms are approved for FAXED signatures.  Producers 
are responsible for the successful transmission and 
receipt of FAXED information.   

 

  Examples of documents not approved for FAXED 
 signatures include: 

 Promissory note 
 Assignment of payment 
 Joint payment authorization 
 NAP actual production history and approved 

yield record 
 Acknowledgement of commodity certificate 

purchase 
 Financing statement 
 UCC financing statement 
 

 Spouses may sign documents on behalf of each other 
for FSA and CCC programs in which either has an in-
terest, unless written notification denying a spouse this 
authority has been provided to the county office 

 

 Spouses shall not sign on behalf of each other as an 
authorized signatory for partnerships, joint ventures, 
corporations, or other similar entities 

 

 All members of a general partnership must sign for the 
general partnership unless an individual is authorized 
to act on the behalf of the general partnership and bind 
all members 

 

 Spouses may sign on behalf of each other’s individual 
interest in a partnership, unless notification denying a 
spouse that authority is provided to the county office 

 

 Acceptable signatures for general partnerships, join 
ventures, corporations, estates, and trusts shall consist 
of an indicator “by” or “for” the individual’s name, indi-
vidual’s name and capacity, or individual’s name, ca-
pacity, and name of entity 

 

For additional clarification on proper signatures con-
tact your local FSA office. 

Person or Legal Entity Limitation 

Program Payment Type 
2009/ 2010/ 
2011/20012 

Commodity Programs 

Counter-cyclical and Average Crop Revenue 
Election (ACRE), except peanuts 

65,000 1/ 

Counter-cyclical and Average ACRE pay-
ments on peanuts 

65,000 1/ 

Direct payments on covered commodities 
except peanuts 

40,000 2/ 

Direct payments on peanuts 40,000 2/ 

Conservation Programs 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) FY 2009-2012 

300,000 

Disaster Assistance Programs 

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey 
Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP); Live-
stock Forage Disaster Program (LFP); Live-
stock Indemnity Program (LIP);Supplemental 
Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) 

100,000 

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) 

100,000 

Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP); Marketing 
Assistance Loans; Marketing loan gain 
(MLG) 

No limits 
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NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT:  The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to 
all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 
should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).   
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,  
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

PRSRT STD 
Postage Fees Paid 
Farm Service Agency 
Permit NO. G-96 

 

2009 Compliance and Spot Checks 
 

2009 Compliance and spot checks will once again be utilized during the 2009 
crop year.  Instead of locally selecting farms, contracts, deficiency loans, etc. 
for spot check and review, a nationwide selection of producers is used to 
achieve a statistical sampling of participating producers.  Spot check selec-
tions are to be conducted based on a producer’s participation in Conserva-

tion Reserve Program, Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, Loan Deficiency 
Program, etc. 

 
State and county offices shall view and print their producer spot check lists as posted on the 
designated web site.  If an entity is selected from the national database that is no longer farming 
or participating in the 2009 crop year, a notation shall be made on the spot check list.  For more 
information about the new spot check selection procedure, feel free to contact your local office 
for additional clarification. 
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