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County Committee Voting Begins
Ballots for this year’s county committee election will be mailed to eligible
voters on Nov. 4, 2011. Voters must complete their ballots and return them to
the Farm Service Agency county office by the close of business on Dec. 5,
2011. If mailed, ballots must be postmarked by midnight Dec. 5, 2011.

2012 DCP/ACRE Signup

2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) enrollment is
Jan. 23, 2012 through June 1, 2012,

Here are IMPORTANT REMINDERS:

1) All producers planting on DCP base acres must be identified on the
DCP/ACRE contract and receive a proportionate share of DCP/ACRE
payment for the farm.
2) Changes on the farm after enrolling June 1% in DCP/ACRE must be
reported to your local FSA office such as:

e Ownership changes

e Producer changes (Individuals and Entities)

e Change in crop shares arrangements
3) Changes cannot be made after Sept. 30, 2012.

There are no late file provisions for DCP Contract signup.

Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE)

The sign-up for 2010 losses begins
Nov. 14, 2011 and will end June 1, 2012.

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) provides benefits
for farm revenue losses due to natural disasters that incurred in the crop year
2010. SURE is available to eligible producers on:

e Farms in counties with Secretarial disaster declarations, including
contiguous counties that have incurred at least a 10% crop production or
quality loss, or both. All economically significant crops grown by a
producer are eligible, except grazed crops.

Any farm in which disaster-related conditions reduced the actual crop
year production on the farm to 50 percent or less than normal production
of the farm



Adjusted Gross Income Report to IRS
— Act Now

Producers should remember they must submit an Adjusted
Gross Income (AGI) verification consent form (CCC-931)
to maintain eligibility for 2012 program benefits,
including NRCS benefits. Individuals and legal entities
now are using one form: CCC-931 Certification and
Consent.

IRS requires written consent from all individuals or legal
entities before verification of AGI eligibility can be
provided to USDA.

The consent form authorizes IRS to verify that a
producer’s AGI is within the requirements for FSA
programs eligibility. Producers who failed to file a
CCC-928 or CCC-929 for 2009 and/or 2010 before
Sept. 2011 will receive a final notice from the National
Office. The letter will provide instruction on what options,
if any, are available.

For more information contact your local FSA office.

Newsletters and eUpdates through
GovDelivery!

The Farm Service Agency is providing more cost-effective
and resource-conserving options to deliver news,
deadlines and bulletins. You have the option to receive
information instantly and electronically from your state or
local FSA office directly to your farm or ranch. Several
states already have GovDelivery for news releases.

Take a look at your current state and county options for
electronic delivery by visiting the FSA home page at
www.fsa.usda.gov

Click on the small E-MAIL UPDATES icon and once you
enroll in GovDelivery, you can select electronic
subscriptions via e-mail.

Email Updates

For more information contact your FSA state office and
watch for more news and opportunities to sign up to
receive your news quicker and at less cost via e-mail.

Move with FSA to Instant Electronic
Information

The USDA Farm Service Agency offices are moving
toward a paperless operation.

Producers can now enroll in the new GovDelivery system
for notices, newsletters and electronic reminders and
discontinue their slow and costly paper copies received
through the mail.

FSA, like many other organizations, is working smarter
and more efficiently. Conversion to electronic
notifications via email helps conserve resources and save
taxpayer dollars.

County Committee ballots will continue to be mailed to all
eligible producers.

Subscribe now to receive free e-mail updates by going to
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe or use the box “Sign up
for updates” on the FSA homepage.

Hispanic and Women Farmers
A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and women
farmers and ranchers who believe they were discriminated
against when seeking USDA farm loans has been established.
If you believe that the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied farm loan benefits to
you between 1981 and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or
because you are female, you may be eligible to apply for
compensation.
For additional information contact:
¢ Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims
Process:
www.farmerclaims.gov or call
1-888-508-4429.

e Pigford — The Black Farmers
Discrimination Litigation:
www.blackfarmercase.com
or call 1-866-950-5547.

e Keepseagle - The Native American
Farmers Class Action Settlement:
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-888-233-5506.
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Farm Loan Program Limits

The Farm Service Agency is committed to
providing family farmers with loans to meet their farm
credit needs. If you are having trouble getting the
credit you need for your farm, or regularly borrow
from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans are currently
available.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if
you've had a setback and your lender is reluctant to
renew your loan.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans
may be obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up
to $300,000. Guaranteed loans have a maximum
limit of $1,214,000 starting on Oct. 1, 2011. .

The one-time loan origination fee charged on FSA
guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans has
increased from 1 percent to 1.5 percent of the
guaranteed portion of the loan, for loans obligated
after Oct. 1, 2011.

To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact
the county office staff.

Rural Youth Loans

FSA makes loans to rural youths to establish and
operate income-producing projects in connection
with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups.
Projects must be planned and operated with the help
of the organization advisor, produce sufficient
income to repay the loan and provide the youth with
practical business and educational experience.
Loans may not exceed $5000.

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements:

e United States citizenship (which includes Puerto
Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa,
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands) or a legal resident alien

e 10to 20 years of age
Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements
Reside in a rural area, city or town with a population
of 50,000 or fewer people
Be unable to get a loan from other sources
Conduct a modest income-producing project in a
supervised program of work as outlined above

e Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and
operating the project wunder guidance and
assistance from a project advisor. The project
supervisor must recommend the project and the
loan, along with providing adequate supervision.

Contact the Pinal County office for help preparing
and processing the application forms. The FSA staff
can help you with questions you may have about a
particular program.

Beginning and Limited Resource Farmers
FSA assists beginning farmers and or members of

socially disadvantaged groups to finance agricultural

enterprises with financing through either direct or

guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer

as a person who:

» Has operated a farm not more that 10 years

= Will materially and substantially participate in the
operation of the farm

= Agrees to participate in a loan assessment,
borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

= Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of
the county’s median size.

Additional program information, loan applications,
and other materials are available at your local USDA
Service Center. You may also visit
www.fsa.usda.gov.

Marketing Assistance Loans

A Marketing Assistance Loan (MAL) is available for
producers who share in the risk of producing the crop. To
be eligible, a producer must maintain continual beneficial
interest in the crop from harvest through the earlier of the
date the loan is repaid or CCC takes title to the commaodity.
Beneficial interest means retaining the ability to make
decisions about the commodity; responsibility for loss or
damage to the commodity; and title to the commaodity.
Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, the
commodity is ineligible for loan — even if the producer
regains beneficial interest.

Producers do not have to participate in the Direct and
Counter-Cyclical and/or ACRE Programs to be eligible for
commodity loans.

Violating provisions of a marketing assistance loan may
trigger administrative actions, such as assessing liquidated
damages, calling the loan and denial of future farm-stored
loans.

The most common violations are removing or
disposing of a commaodity being used as loan collateral
without prior authorization and providing an incorrect
guantity certification.
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(O%ET IMPORTANT DATES & DEADLINES

November 4™ Ballots mailed to eligible voters
December 8th Pima-Santa Cruz County Committee
Ballot Count

FSA Homepage: www.fsa.usda.gov
Arizona State FSA Homepage: www.fsa.usda.gov/edso/az/az.htm
USDA eCommerce Home (forms web site): http://www.sc.egov.usda.gov/Main.asp

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT: The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status,
religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public
assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of
program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600(voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (Enalish) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or
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