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Important Dates to Remember 2012

August 1% County Committee Nominations Due
LAA 3 West Pima —Santa Cruz County

August 1% Farm Reconstitution Deadline
All documents; leases, Adjusted Gross Income forms
returned.

August 1% Deadline to Enroll in DCP Program

FSA COC Nomination Deadline

County committees (COC) play a crucial role in helping county office staff implement
Farm Bill programs. Producers can participate in the FSA county committee election
process by nominating an eligible candidate by the Aug. 1, 2012, deadline.

To become a hominee, eligible individuals must sign form FSA-669A. The form and
more information about FSA county committee elections is available at:
http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eForms/FSA669-A.PDF

During their three-year terms, FSA county committee members make decisions on
disaster and conservation programs, emergency programs, commodity price support
programs and more. Nationwide, more than 7,800 farmers and ranchers serve on FSA
county committees. Committees consist of three to five members who are elected by
eligible local producer voters.

Filing for NAP Losses

Form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented
planting and may be completed by any producer with an interest in the crop.
Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for all crops including grasses. For
losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the FSA
County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses
become apparent.

Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)

Program payments are now issued by EFT, changes in your bank or banking
account information must be reported to the County Office immediately. Failure
to report a change may result in transfers to a wrong or closed account, causing
delays in receiving your payments.


http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/eForms/FSA669-A.PDF�

Revised Adjusted Gross Income Form

Note: as of 12/07/2011, we have a revised AGI CCC-931
form, if you have previously filed a 2012 AGI form and it
is not on the revised form, we will require you to file a
new form for you and your operation. This is a
requirement for the 2012 DCP Program signup. This
form will replace the need for the program participant to
mail the IRS a separate form. The form requires the
participant to fill out all items, including a full social or
tax identification number. Forms not completed correctly
will not be accepted.

NOTE: make sure you use your full name & address
used to your file your tax returns. If it is not, IRS will
reject it.

Note: This original form must be returned to FSA within
90 days of the signature date for the consent to be valid
and eligible for payments.

Power of Attorney documents not authorized.

For more information contact your local FSA office.

Newsletters and eUpdates through
GovDelivery!

The Farm Service Agency is providing more cost-effective
and resource-conserving options to deliver news,
deadlines and bulletins. You have the option to receive
information instantly and electronically from your state or
local FSA office directly to your farm or ranch. Several
states already have GovDelivery for news releases.

Take a look at your current state and county options for
electronic delivery by visiting the FSA home page at
www.fsa.usda.gov

Click on the small E-MAIL UPDATES icon and once you
enroll in GovDelivery, you can select electronic
subscriptions via e-mail.

Email Updates

For more information contact your FSA state office and
watch for more news and opportunities to sign up to
receive your news quicker and at less cost via e-mail.

Foreign Landowner Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure
Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign persons who have
purchased or sold agricultural land in the county to
report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the
closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form could
result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair
market value of the property.

County government offices, real estate agents,
attorneys and others involved in real estate
transactions are advised to notify foreign investors of
these reporting requirements.

Move with FSA to Instant Electronic
Information

The USDA Farm Service Agency offices are moving
toward a paperless operation.

Producers can now enroll in the new GovDelivery system
for notices, newsletters and electronic reminders and
discontinue their slow and costly paper copies received
through the mail.

FSA, like many other organizations, is working smarter
and more efficiently. Conversion to electronic
notifications via email helps conserve resources and save
taxpayer dollars.

County Committee ballots will continue to be mailed to all
eligible producers.

Subscribe now to receive free e-mail updates by going to
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe or use the box “Sign up
for updates” on the FSA homepage.

Farm Reconstitutions

For FSA program purposes, tracts having the same
owner and the same operator are grouped under one
farm serial number. When changes in ownership or
operation take place, a farm reconstitution is
necessary.

The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of
combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based
on the farming operation. Remember, to be effective
for the current year, recons must be requested by
August 1 for farms enrolled in specific programs.
The following are the different methods used when
doing a farm recon:

Estate Method — the division of bases,
allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in
settling an estate;

Designation of Landowner Method — may be
used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is
transferred; (2) an entire farm is sold to two or more
persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more
persons; (4) part of a tract is sold or ownership is
transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or
(6) tract ownership is transferred to two or more persons.
In order to use this method the land sold must have been
owned for at least three years, or a waiver granted, and the
buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of
Understanding;
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DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases
in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each
resulting tract relates to the DCP cropland on the parent
tract;

Default Method — the division of bases for a
parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases
attributed to the tract level when the reconstitution is
initiated in the system.

Successor-In-Interest

Many FSA programs will allow payments to be made to
heirs or successors when a program participant passes
away. Additionally, contracts in programs such as CRP
must be revised to reflect the successor(s) to a deceased
participant's interest.

In the event of an FSA program participant's death, it is
important that FSA be notified. Entities and joint
operations that participate in FSA programs also need to
notify FSA if a shareholder or member passes away.

FSA benefits are reported to IRS and maintaining current,
accurate participant records is vital to ensuring that those
payments are reported correctly.

Hispanic and Women Farmers
A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and women
farmers and ranchers who believe they were discriminated
against when seeking USDA farm loans has been established.
If you believe that the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied farm loan benefits to
you between 1981 and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or
because you are female, you may be eligible to apply for
compensation.
For additional information contact:
¢ Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims
Process:
www.farmerclaims.gov or call
1-888-508-4429.

e Pigford — The Black Farmers
Discrimination Litigation:
www.blackfarmercase.com
or call 1-866-950-5547.

e Keepseagle - The Native American
Farmers Class Action Settlement:

www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-888-233-5506.

Highly Erodible Lands and Wetland
Compliance

Producers participating in most programs administered by
the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) are required to
abide by certain stipulations on any land owned or farmed
that is highly erodible or that is considered a wetland.

To be in compliance with the highly erodible land
conservation and wetland conservation provisions,
producers must agree, that they will not:

e Produce an agricultural commodity on highly
erodible land without a conservation system;

e Plant an agricultural commodity on a converted
wetland;

e Convert a wetland to make possible the
production of an agricultural commodity.

Producers must notify the FSA and update Form AD-1026
if they plan to remove fence rows, convert woodlots to
cropland, combine crop fields, divide a crop field into two
or more fields, install new drainage, or improve or modify
existing drainage. FSA will notify NRCS who will then
provide highly erodible land or wetland technical
determinations.

To get additional information on highly erodible land
and wetland conservation compliance contact the FSA
office or the NRCS office at a local USDA Service
Center. Additional information about conservation
programs offered by FSA can be found online at
www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation, and information on
NRCS programs can be found at
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov.

Beginning and Limited Resource
Farmers

FSA assists beginning farmers and or members of

socially disadvantaged groups to finance agricultural

enterprises with financing through either direct or

guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer

as a person who:

» Has operated a farm not more that 10 years

= Will materially and substantially participate in the
operation of the farm

= Agrees to participate in a loan assessment,
borrower training and financial management
program sponsored by FSA

= Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of
the county’s median size.
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August 15" COC Nomination Deadline
August 1°' Deadline to Enroll in DCP Program
August 1°" Deadline to Request Recon

FSA Homepage: www.fsa.usda.gov
Arizona State FSA Homepage: www.fsa.usda.gov/edso/az/az.htm
USDA eCommerce Home (forms web site): http://www.sc.egov.usda.gov/Main.asp

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT: The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status,
religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public
assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of
program information (Braille, large print, audiotapes, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600(voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400
Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (Enalish) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or
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