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Help Available to Stressed Farmers 

       Enrolled producers can expect their final direct payment to be deposited directly into 
personal bank accounts sometime during the first few weeks of October. Producers who 
did not elect to receive an advance direct payment will receive their entire direct payment 
for the year in one lump sum after the end of the fiscal year (Sept. 30). 

      The direct payment for a crop equals 83.3 percent of the farm’s base acreage times (x) 
the farm’s direct payment yield times (x) the direct payment rate. If there are any unearned 
payments, Commodity Credit Corporation will automatically subtract those amounts from 
the final Direct and Counter-cyclical Program payments you are about to receive.  

      All producers are required to complete new payment eligibility forms for the 2009     
program. At a minimum a new farm operating plan must be submitted along with all      
applicable Adjusted Gross Income Certifications. In some cases, additional supporting 
documentation will also be needed to verify actual contributions to the farming operation. 
The applicable forms are available at the County Office or on line at www.fsa.usda.gov. 

In the past year the economy, inclement weather, drought and other factors have hurt 
many farming operations around the country. These events pushed some farmers to the 
emotional breaking point. Watching their livelihood being threatened is difficult for    
farmers and ranchers and for those who care about them.  

The National Suicide Prevention Hotline is available to help.  If you know a farmer 
or rancher who is under stress and is reluctant to ask for help, or if you just need to talk to 
someone, call 1-800-273-TALK (8255).  Your call will be routed to the nearest crisis   
center, where trained staffers are available 24/7.  This nationwide service is free and      
confidential.  Help is just a phone call away. 

Visit http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/ for more information. This service is not 
affiliated with the US Department of Agriculture. 

 

Final Payments for DCP 

Important Dates: 
 October 1 - 2010 DCP/ACRE   

Sign-ups begin.  

 October 12 – Columbus Day    

Holiday. 

 November 6 – COC ballots mailed 

to voters. 

 November 11 - Veterans Day   

Holiday. 

 November 26 - Thanksgiving Day 

Holiday. 

 December 1 - Last Day to sign-up 

for 2010 NAP for Forage Crop (hay 

& grazing) and Honey. 
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The Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides compensation to eligible livestock 
producers who suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to: drought conditions or fire 

on federally managed land. 

 

Eligible livestock producers may receive assistance for eligible livestock grazing losses that occur due to drought or fire 
on or after January 1, 2008, and before October 1, 2011, during the calendar year in which the loss occurs. 
 

County committees can only accept applications after being notified by the National Office of qualifying drought as  
signified by a Drought Monitor level of D2 or higher, or if a Federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normally 
permitted livestock on Federal managed lands due to a qualifying fire. 
 

FSA began accepting 2008 calendar year applications September 14, 2009. The applications must be filed by          
December 10, 2009. Late filed applications for LFP cannot be approved. 
 
For 2009 and subsequent years, signup applications must be filed no later than 30 calendar days after the end of the   
calendar year in which the grazing losses occurred.  Losses must occur in the calendar year the application is being filed. 
 

The monthly payment rate will be an amount equal to 60 percent of the lesser of: 

 the monthly feed cost for all covered livestock, using a feed grain equivalent (for example, the feed grain 
equivalent for an adult beef cow is 15.7 pounds of corn per day) 

 the monthly feed cost calculated using the normal carrying capacity for the grazing land. 
 

Drought eligibility criteria require that the drought must have occurred on: 

 native or improved permanent vegetative cover 

 small grains or forage sorghum planted specifically for grazing.  
 

Losses due to drought must occur during the normal grazing period for the specific type of grazing land. 
 

Additional information about LFP including eligible livestock and fire criteria is available at 
county FSA offices or on line at www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 Lien searches are once again available online and can be done instantly at the county office.  There is no need to request 
one in advance of putting your crop under loan.  However, if you know a lien exists on your crop, you can 

request a lien waiver form and obtain the lien holder’s signature prior to going under loan.  Rice Loan 
Rate Charts for the 2009 crop are also available at the county office. 

  

Lien Searches 

                        Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
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ELAP provides compensation to eligible producers of livestock, honey bees, and farm-raised fish for losses due to 
disease, adverse weather, or other loss conditions, including losses due to blizzards and wildfires caused by natural    
occurrence (for example, lightning.)  ELAP is for losses that are not covered by Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), 
Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), or Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE). 

Eligible producers under ELAP may receive assistance for losses that occur on or after January 1, 2008, and before 
October 1, 2011. Eligible losses include feed losses, physical losses and additional costs incurred in providing feed to 
eligible livestock. Losses due to drought are not eligible. 

The two parts to the ELAP application are: 

1. A notice of loss 

2. Application for payment 

An application for payment cannot be filed until a notice of loss is submitted. 

Signup for eligible losses during 2008 and 2009, began September 14, 2009 who suffered for losses in calendar year 
2008, producers must provide a notice of loss and application for payment in their administrative county office no later 
than December 10, 2009.  Application for payment for calendar year 2009 losses shall be filed no later than January 30, 
2010. 

Producers who suffer losses September 14, 2009, through December 31, 2009, shall file a notice of loss within 30 
days of when the loss is apparent to the participant, but no later than January 30, 2010.   

There are no late filed provisions for ELAP.  Producers with eligible losses must timely 
file an acreage report on grazing land acres, honey bee colonies and farm-raised fish pond 
acres 

Physical losses of honey bees and honey bee hives lost due to adverse weather or natural 
occurrence are eligible under ELAP. Producers will be required to provide documentation 
of beginning and ending inventory of honey bee colonies when claiming a physical loss of 
honey bees or honey bee hives. Physical losses will be compensated at 60 percent of the 
actual replacement cost of the honey bees or honey bee hives. 

Additional ELAP information is available at FSA county offices or on line at 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) was designed to reduce financial losses that occur when 
natural disasters cause a catastrophic loss of production or prevented planting of an eligible crop by providing coverage 
equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) insurance. Statute limits NAP to each commercial crop or agricultural commodity,  
except livestock, for which CAT is not available. 
       
Producers who already have coverage on 2009 NAP crops may choose to continue coverage on the same crop or crops 
for 2010, if the applicable service fee is submitted by the application closing date. A new CCC-471, application for   
coverage is not required to be signed when applying for continuous coverage of the same crop or crops. 
       
Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or delete a crop(s) from previous year’s coverage or changing crop shares 
must file a new CCC-471 with signatures and pay the applicable service fee. 
       
Producers with NAP coverage must remember to complete the following to qualify for benefits: 

 Timely file acreage reports and keep track of harvested production using acceptable methods. For example, bale 
weighs or other means of determining quantities of hay are required. 

 File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of when a loss is apparent, due to drought, hail, etc. 
 
For more information on NAP coverage please contact your nearest Farm Service Agency office.  

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)  

ELAP for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-Raised Fish 
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimi-
nation, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 
(voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

 Colusa County FSA Office Staff: 

County Executive Director                               

Denise Nannen                                                    

Program Technicians                

Carly Blundell  Kristen Correa 

Stephanie Cotter  Cynthia Pearson 

 County Committee: 

Knute Myers 

Sid LaGrande 

Francis Hickel 

    Paul Dhillon—Advisor   

 

Colusa County FSA 

100 Sunrise Blvd., Ste. D 

Colusa, CA 95932 

Phone: (530)458-5131 

Colusa County FSA Office 

100 Sunrise Blvd., Suite D 

Colusa, CA 95932 
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