
Important Dates: 
�� May 30, 2011  – Office closed in 

observance of Memorial Day. 

�� June 1, 2011  – Last Day to sign 
up for DCP and ACRE. 

�� July 4, 2011 - Office closed in 
observance of Independence Day 

�� July 15, 2011– Deadline to certify 
Spring seeded crops. 

�� August 1, 2011 - Deadline for 
Reconstitutions . 

�� September 1, 2011–  2010 ACRE  
Production Reporting Deadline. 

Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) will continue through 
June 1, 2011. USDA urges producers to make use of the eDCP automated website to sign up, 
or producers can visit any USDA Service Center to complete their 2011 DCP contract. 
  
USDA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and payment yields established 
for each farm. Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates established by statute    
regardless of market prices. For 2011, eligible producers may request advance direct        
payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment.
 
For more information on this or other programs, simply contact the nearest FSA office.
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The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program deadline is June 1, 2011. Through 
ACRE, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers producers an alternative to traditional 
Direct and Counter-cyclical (DCP) payments. The ACRE alternative provides eligible     
producers a state-level revenue guarantee, based on the 5-year state Olympic average yield 
and the 2-year national average price.  
 
ACRE payments are made when both state- and farm-level triggers are met. By participating 
in ACRE, producers elect to forgo counter-cyclical payments.  Producers also elect to re-
ceive a 20% reduction in direct payments and a 30% reduction in loan rates. 
 

A decision to elect ACRE binds the producer to the program through the 
2012 crop year, the last crop year covered by the 2008 Farm Bill.  For 
more details contact your local FSA office 

ACRE Program 
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2011 FSA County Committee Elections  
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The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees is important to ALL farmers 
and ranchers, whether beginning or long-established, large or small. It is crucial that every eligible producer participate 
in these elections because FSA county committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S.           
Department of Agriculture.   
 
County Committee (COC) members are a critical component of FSA operations.  The intent is to have the COC reflect 
the makeup of the producers and to represent all constituents.  This means wherever possible, minorities, women or 
lower income producers need to be on the committee to speak for these underrepresented groups.   
 

County committees provide local input on: 
�� Commodity price support loans and payments 
�� Conservation programs 
�� Incentive, indemnity and disaster payments for some commodities 
�� Emergency programs 
�� Payment eligibility 

 

FSA county committee  members apply their judgment and knowledge to make local decision and operate within official 
regulations designed to carry out federal rules, regulations and laws.  
 

Election Period 
 June 15, 2011 - COC nomination period begins.  
 Aug. 1, 2011 - COC nomination forms (FSA-669A) due at the local USDA Service Center 
 Nov. 4, 2011 - COC ballots mailed to eligible voters 
 Dec. 5, 2011 - Last day to return completed COC ballots to the USDA Service Center 
 Jan. 2, 2012 - Newly elected COC members take office 
 

Who Can Hold Office 
To hold office as a county committee member, a person must meet the basic eligibility criteria as follows: 

�� Participate or cooperate in a program administered by FSA 
�� Be eligible to vote in a county committee election 
�� Reside in the LAA in which the person is a candidate 

 

Candidates must not have been: 
�� Removed or disqualified from the office of county committee member, alternate or employee. 
�� Removed for cause from any public office or have been convicted of fraud, larceny, embezzlement or any other  

Felony. 
�� Dishonorably discharged from any branch of the armed services. 

 

For more information about county committee elections, contact the county office staff. 
                
            Continued page 3... 
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Nominations 
To become a nominee, eligible individuals must complete and sign nomination form FSA-669A. The form includes a 
statement that the nominee agrees to serve if elected. This form is available at USDA Service Centers and online at:  
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_commiteeelectform.pdf 
 

Nomination forms for the 2011 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center by close of 
business on Aug. 1, 2011.   
 

Agricultural producers who participate or cooperate in an FSA program may be nominated for candidacy for the county 
committee. Individuals may nominate themselves or others as a candidate. Additionally, organizations representing    
minority and women farmers or ranchers may nominate candidates. Nomination forms are filed for the county committee 
at the office that administers a producer’s farm records. 
 

Who Can Vote 
Agricultural producers of legal voting age (18 years) may be eligible to vote if they participate or cooperate in any FSA 
program. A person who is not of legal voting age but supervises and conducts the farming operations of an entire farm 
may also be eligible to vote. More information about voting eligibility requirements can be found in the FSA fact sheet 
titled “FSA County Committee Election - Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a County Committee Member.”        
Producers may contact their local USDA Service Center for more information. 
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A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers who believe they were discriminated 
against when seeking USDA farm loans is being established. 
 

If you believe that the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied farm loan benefits to you 
during certain time periods between 1981 and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or because you are female, you may be 
eligible to apply for compensation. 
 

For additional information on this claims process and other settlement issues contact: 

 
�� Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims Process, please visit: 

www.farmerclaims.gov or call 1-888-508-4429;   

�� Pigford – The Black Farmers Discrimination Litigation, please visit: 
www.blackfarmercase.com or call 1-866-950-5547;  

�� Keepseagle  - The Native American Farmers Class Action Settlement please visit:     

www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-888-233-5506.  

Hispanic & Women Farmers 



Colusa County FSA Office 
100 Sunrise Blvd., Suite D 
Colusa, CA 95932 
 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimi-
nation, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 
(voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fsa.usda.gov/ca 

 Colusa County FSA Office Staff: 

County Executive Director                               

Denise Nannen                                                    

Program Technicians                

Carly Blundell Kristen Correa 

Stephanie Cotter Cynthia Pearson 

 County Committee: 

Knute Myers 

Sid LaGrande 

Francis Hickel 

    Paul Dhillon—Advisor   

Colusa County FSA 

100 Sunrise Blvd., Ste. D 

Colusa, CA 95932 

Phone: (530)458-5131 

FAX: (530) 458-3683 
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