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Fresno County FSA News

Sign-Up Underway for 2008 and 2009 Livestock Forage Program

Fresno FSA is accepting applications for the 2008 and 2009 Livestock Forage Program
(LFP). LFP is provided to assist livestock producers who suffered losses due to drought
on native pasture in the foothills of eastern and western Fresno County. Eligible produc-
ers must have had purchased the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)
insurance for 2008, or paid the $100 eligibility buy in fee for 2008 during the summer of
2008. For 2009, producers must have purchased NAP coverage to be considered eligi-
ble. Filing deadline for the 2008 year is December 10, 2009. For the 2009 year, the fil-
ing deadline is January 30, 2010. Late filed applications for LFP cannot be approved.
Please call the FSA office to schedule your appointment.

FSA County Committee Election

County committee members play a crucial role in helping the FSA office staff implement
the Farm Bill Programs. Elected members serve a term of three years and are elected
from within the 3 separate Local Administrative Areas (LAA). LAA 3, which covers all
farms east of Highway 99 in Fresno County, is holding the election this year. The two
candidates seeking elections are:

Carl Buxman is a Reedley area tree fruit grower who has been farming more than 30
years. Mr. Buxman currently serves on the FSA County Committee.

Benjamin Ramirez Ill, is a Sanger area farmer who and raises poultry and livestock. Mr.
Ramirez has been farming since 2006.

Ballots will be mailed around November 5 to eligible voters living east of Highway
99 and must be received at the Fresno FSA office by December 4, 2009.

FSA county committee members make decisions on disaster and conservation pro-
grams, emergency programs, commodity price support loan programs and other impor-
tant agricultural issues. Nationwide, there are more than 7,800 farmers and ranchers
serving on FSA county committees.

2008 Crop Disaster Program Sign-Up
The 2008 Farm Bill created several permanent disaster programs, one of which is the
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments Program (SURE). SURE is a total farm
revenue crop disaster program, with payments provided based upon 60% of the differ-
ence between the SURE program guarantee and the total farm revenue. To be eligible
to receive SURE benefits, producers must have had Federal crop insurance or NAP cov-
erage on all crops on the farm. Because the Farm Bill was passed in June of 2008, and
most crop insurance purchase deadlines had passed, producers who had not purchased
insurance for all of their crops were allowed to “buy in” eligibility during the summer of
2008 and the spring of 2009. SURE sign-up is expected to begin in mid November. Pro-
ducers seeking SURE benefits are required to provide production evidence for all crops
grown in 2008 on all farms, including farms in counties outside of Fresno County. Call
the Fresno FSA office to schedule your appointment.
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NAP Coverage 2010

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) was designed to reduce fi-
nancial losses that occur when natural dis-
asters cause a catastrophic loss of
production or prevented planting of an eli-
gible crop by providing coverage equiva-
lent to catastrophic (CAT) insurance.
Statute limits NAP to each commercial
crop or agricultural commaodity, except live-
stock, for which CAT is not available.
Producers who already have coverage on
2009 NAP crops may choose to continue
coverage on the same crop or crops for
2010, if the applicable service fee is sub-
mitted by the application closing date.
PLEASE CONTACT FSA IF YOU HAVE
QUESTIONS ABOUT NAP.

Producers with NAP coverage must re-
member to complete the following to qual-
ify for benefits:
o Timely file acreage reports
e Provide proof of harvested produc-
tion using acceptable methods,
such as packing house receipts,
farmers market sales reports, etc.
e Notifying FSA within 15 days of
damaging weather event, or within
15 days of the crop damage be-
coming apparent.
e Notifying FSA prior to completion
of harvest for all hand harvested

crops.
Application
Crop year 2010 Closing
Date
Multi Planting-Green Beans | 8/1/2009
All other annuals 3/1/2010
Asparagus, Avocados, | 12/15/2009
Cranberries, Cherries, Kiwi,
Mint, Olives, Pears, Per-
simmon, Pistachios, Pome-
granates, Rye Grain,
Strawberries
Sugar Pea Tips 9/1/2009
Fall planted Garlic 10/1/2009
Onions, Honey 12/1/2009
Forage crops/Native pas- | 12/1/2009
ture

*Please call the FSA office to check on
other crop application closing dates.

NAP Production Reporting
Production records for individual crops
need to be filed with our office to establish
an approved NAP yield. If this is the first
year you participated in NAP, you can
provide production and acreage informa-
tion from prior years to establish your
yield. If you participated in NAP in previ-
ous years, you must report your produc-
tion and acreage on a yearly basis to
keep your vyield up-to-date. Records
submitted must be reliable and verifiable.
Producers should submit 2010 production
records as soon as harvest is complete.

All production records must be submit-
ted by the subsequent crop year’s final
acreage reporting date.

Timely Filing of NAP Loss
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to
report failed acreage and prevented plant-
ing and may be completed by any pro-
ducer with an interest in the crop. Timely
filing a Notice of Loss is required for ALL
CROPS INCLUDING GRASSES. For
losses on crops covered by the Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram (NAP) and crop insurance, you must
file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA
County Office within 15 days of the occur-
rence of the disaster or when losses be-
come apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage
report and CCC-576 must be filed within
15 calendar days of the final planting date
for the crop.

Preventing Fraud

The Farm Service Agency supports the Risk
Management Agency in the prevention of
fraud, waste and abuse of the Federal Crop In-
surance Program. FSA has been, and will con-
tinue to, assist RMA and insurance providers
by monitoring crop conditions throughout the
growing season. FSA will continue to refer all
suspected cases of fraud, waste and abuse di-
rectly to RMA.

Producers can report suspected cases to the
FSA office staff, the RMA office, or the USDA
Office of the Inspector General.
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Banking Changes?
Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are
made electronically using Direct Deposit. This
innovation has cut down on the number of
missing and late payments and reduced the time
required to move funds. It has been calculated
that having a problem with a payment is 20
times greater with checks than with Direct De-
posit. Another benefit is that Direct Deposit to
your account can be made within 48 hours.
To keep the system running smoothly, it’s criti-
cal to keep the county office staff up to date on
changes you might make in your financial insti-
tutions.
If you have changed accounts or institutions
that might affect the direct deposit of your FSA
payments, contact the FSA county office so we
can update our files to insure continued uninter-
rupted service.

Acreage Spot Check Determi-

nations and Notification

Each year FSA completes spot checks of
acreage reports. Acreage reports are an inte-
gral part of farm program participation. Acre-
age spot checks are completed to ensure
accurate acreage reports in farm program com-
putations.

FSA will conduct spot checks on a se-
lected number of farms in each state. All
acreage determinations use the FSA Geo-
graphic Information System official acreages.

After farms are spot checked, a Notice of
Determined Acreage will be sent to the farm
operator. Questions concerning determined
acres should be directed to your local FSA of-
fice for further explanation.

Farm Loan Update - Raised

Limits on Guaranteed Loans

The Farm Service Agency offers loans
for farmers and ranchers to purchase farmland
and finance agricultural operations. FSA loan
programs are designed to help producers who
are temporarily unable to obtain private or
commercial credit. In many cases, applicants
are beginning farmers who have insufficient
net worth to qualify for financing through a
commercial lender. In other instances, bor-
rowers might have suffered setbacks from
natural disasters or might be persons with lim-
ited resources.

Farm ownership loans or farm operating
loans may be obtained as direct loans for a
maximum of up to $300,000. FSA also offers

Guaranteed Loans in partnership with com-
mercial lenders up to $1,112,000 (new maxi-
mum as of October 1, 2009.) Emergency
loans are always direct loans for farmers
who may have suffered physical or produc-
tion losses in disaster areas designated by a
Presidential or Secretarial disaster declara-
tion. Rural Youth Loans, Loans to Begin-
ning Farmers and loans for socially
disadvantaged applicants are also available
through FSA.

For details just contact the county office
staff for an appointment with a farm loan of-
ficer.

Rural Youth Loans

Farm Service Agency makes loans to ru-
ral youths to establish and operate income-
producing projects in connection with 4-H
clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups. Pro-
jects must be planned and operated with the
help of the organization advisor, produce suf-
ficient income to repay the loan and provide
the youth with practical business and educa-
tional experience. The maximum loan amount
is $5,000. See your local FSA office for de-
tails

Cash Rent Tenant Rule

In order to receive payments subject to
the cash rent tenant rule, such as the Di-
rect and Counter-cyclical Program, pro-
ducers who cash rent land must provide
a significant contribution of either of the
following:

* Active personal labor, or

e Equipment and active personal man-
agement.

Note: If equipment and labor come from
the same source, then there must be
two separate contracts at fair market
value AND the producer must have
COMPLETE control of the equipment for
the crop year.

Example: A cash-rent tenant leases
equipment and labor from the same
source for only a portion of the year and
does not provide any active personal la-
bor. In this situation, the cash-rent ten-
ant does not meet the cash-rent tenant
provision because the producer does not
have complete control of the equipment
for the entire crop year.
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Important Dates

December 4, 2009 Final date to submit County Committee Election Ballot to FSA office
December 10, 2009 Deadline to signup for the 2008 Livestock Forage Program
January 29. 2010 Deadline to signup for the 2009 Livestock Forage Program

April 30, 2010 Fall seeded crop must be reported. Send your crop map to FSA and include
planting dates, intended use and variety.

Various Dates See page 2 for various NAP insurance purchase deadlines

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial sta-
tus, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because

all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited

bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of

program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202)
720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice)

or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




