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Sign-Up for 2011 DCP/ACRE

Producers have until June 1, 2011 to
sign up for the 2011 Direct and Counter-
Cyclical Payment (DCP) or ACRE pro-
gram. Fresno County FSA is currently ac-
cepting appointments for the DCP program.
If you have not enrolled for 2011, please
call the Fresno FSA office to schedule your
appointment.

FSA computes DCP payments using base
acres and payment yields established for
each farm. Eligible producers receive direct
payments at rates established by statute
regardless of market prices. FSA will issue
advance direct payments as soon as practi-
cal after enroliment. Final direct payments
will be issued after Oct. 1, 2011. Counter-
cyclical payments vary depending on mar-
ket prices, and are issued only when the
effective price for a commodity is below its
target price (which takes into account the
direct payment rate, market price and loan
rate).

FSA offers producers an alternative to
Direct and Counter-Cyclical (DCP) pay-
ments. The ACRE alternative provides eligi-
ble producers a state-level revenue guaran-
tee, based on the 5-year state Olympic av-
erage yield and the 2-year national average
price.

ACRE payments are made when both
state- and farm-level triggers are met. By
participating in ACRE, producers elect to
forgo counter-cyclical payments. Producers
also elect to receive a 20% reduction in di-
rect payments and a 30% reduction in loan
rates.

A decision to elect ACRE binds the pro-
ducer to the program through the 2012 crop

year, the last crop year covered by the 2008
Farm Bill. For more details contact your local
FSA office.

FSA County Committee Election

County committee members play a crucial role
in helping the FSA office staff implement the
Farm Bill Programs. FSA county committee
members make decisions on disaster and con-
servation programs, emergency programs,
commodity price support loan programs and
other important agricultural issues. Nationwide,
there are more than 7,800 farmers and ranch-
ers serving on FSA county committees.

Elected members serve a term of three years
and are elected from within the 3 separate Lo-
cal Administrative Areas (LAA). LAA 2, which
covers all farms located west of Highway 99
and east of the Fresno Slough in Fresno
County, is holding the election this year. Three
candidates are seeking election.

Richard Carstens has been farming since
1955, and currently grows walnuts and grapes.
He has previously served on the Fresno County
Farm Bureau, Cotton and Walnut boards. Mr.
Carstens currently serves on the Fresno FSA
County Committee.

Shavinder Brar _has been farming with her
husband since 1973, and currently grows
grapes, raisins and pomegranates.

Will Scott, Jr. has been farming since 1973,
and currently grows specialty vegetables such
as black eyed peas, corn, tomatoes, greens
and spinach. Mr. Scott is the President of the
African American Farmers of California and
currently serves as an advisor to the Fresno
FSA County Committee.

(Cont. next page)



Ballots will be mailed around November 5 to
eligible voters living In LAA 2 and must be re-
ceived at the Fresno FSA office by

December 6, 2010.

2009 Crop Disaster Program Sign-Up

The 2008 Farm Bill created several permanent
disaster programs, one of which is the Supple-
mental Revenue Assistance Payments Program
(SURE). SURE is a total farm revenue crop dis-
aster program, with payments provided based
upon 60% of the difference between the SURE
program guarantee and the total farm revenue.
To be eligible to receive SURE benefits, produc-
ers must have had Federal crop insurance or NAP
coverage on all crops on the farm. SURE sign-up
is expected to begin in December. Producers
seeking SURE benefits are required to provide
production evidence for all crops grown in 2009
on all farms, including farms in counties outside of
Fresno County. Call the Fresno FSA office to
schedule your appointment.

Farm Loans
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes and guar-
antees loans to family farmers and ranchers. The
FSA loan programs are designed to help those
who are unable to obtain private or commercial
credit.

Direct loans are serviced by FSA officials, while
Guaranteed Loans are handled with agriculture
commercial lenders. Direct loans are limited to
$300,000, while Guaranteed Loans limited to
$1,119,000.

The Farm Loan Programs are designed to provide
assistance with financial needs to: purchase farm-
land, construct or repair buildings and other fix-
tures, develop farmland, implement conservation
practices, refinance debt, purchase livestock and
farm equipment, and annual operating expenses.

The Farm loan staff is already excepting applica-
tion for the 2011 crop year. Call and make an ap-
pointment to see what the FSA Loan Programs
can assist you with for the coming year.

Please contact the Fresno FSA farm loan team for
more information.

Now is the time to sign up for
0 NRCS the 2011 Environmental Qual-
U ity Incentive Program (EQIP).

Natural Resources  The program will offer technical
Conservation Service . . .
and financial assistance for con-
servation practices to protect water, air, and soil
quality as well as wildlife habitat. Some of the com-
ponents of the program include water conservation,
water quality, and air quality practices.

The Natural Resource Conservation Service’s 2011
EQIP program sign up started on October 1+ and
ends November 12*. If you are a rancher or
farmer who is interested in participating in the EQIP
program you may call the Fresno Service Center at
(559) 276-7494 Ext. 3 to schedule an appointment.

San Joaquin Valley APCD
Agricultural Tractor
Replacement Program
* The program will target applicants that are not
eligible for the NRCS CIG (b) program such as
packinghouses, cotton gins, nut hullers, feed &

grain mills, crop preparation services, etc...

- Old tractor must currently be in-use and in opera-
tional condition with an uncontrolled (tier 0) en-
gine.

* New tractor must have a current model year emis-
sions engine (tier 3 or cleaner) and serve the
same function and perform the same work
equivalent as the old tractor.

- Solicitation opens on November 1, 2010 and
closes on 12/31/10.

Contact info — www.valleyair.org — Phone (559)
230-5800

Crop Insurance Reminder

The Farm Service Agency works with crop insur-
ance companies and the USDA Risk Management
Agency (RMA) in monitoring crop conditions
throughout the growing season. FSA will report all
suspected cases of fraud, waste and abuse about
the Federal Crop Insurance Program to RMA. Pro-
ducers may report suspected abuse to the local
FSA office, RMA or the Office of the Inspector Gen-
eral (OIG).
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NAP Coverage 2011
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program

(NAP) was designed to reduce financial losses that occur
when natural disasters cause a catastrophic loss of pro-
duction or prevented planting of an eligible crop by pro-
viding coverage equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) insur-
ance. Statute limits NAP to each commercial crop or agri-
cultural commodity, except livestock, for which CAT is not
available.

Producers who already have coverage on 2010 NAP
crops may choose to continue coverage on the same
crop or crops for 2011, if the applicable service fee is sub-
mitted by the application closing date.

PLEASE CONTACT FSA IF YOU HAVE
QUESTIONS ABOUT NAP.

Producers with NAP coverage must remember to timely
file acreage reports, provide proof of harvested produc-
tion using acceptable methods, such as packing house
receipts, farmers market sales reports, etc. Producers
must notify FSA within 15 days of damaging weather
event, or within 15 days of the crop damage becoming
apparent and notify FSA prior to completion of harvest
for all hand harvested crops.

Call FSA if you have questions on closing dates.

Crop Year 2011 Application closing date
Multi-planting green beans |8/01/2010
All Other Annuals 3/01/2011
Asparagus, Avocados, 12/15/2010
Cranberries, Cherries, Kiwi,

Mint, Olives, Pears, Persim-

mon, Pistachios, Pome-

granates, Rye Grain, Straw-

berries

Onions, Honey 12/01/2010
Sugar Pea Tips 9/1/2010
Fall planted Garlic 10/01/2010
Forage and Native Pasture |[12/01/2010

NAP Carrying Capacities

FSA has established native pasture carrying capacity
for 3 areas of Fresno County. For all native pasture
east of Highway 99, the carrying capacity is 12 acres
per animal unit. For native pasture in the foot hills
West of Highway 99, the carrying capacity is 20 acres
per animal unit. For native pasture on the valley floor
in Fresno County, the carrying capacity is 12 acres per
animal unit.

NAP Production Reporting

Production records for individual crops need to be filed
with our office to establish an approved NAP yield. If
this is the first year you participated in NAP, you can
provide production and acreage information from prior
years to establish your yield. If you participated in
NAP in previous years, you must report your produc-
tion and acreage on a yearly basis to keep your yield
up-to-date. Records submitted must be reliable and
verifiable. Producers should submit 2011 production
records as soon as harvest is complete.

All production records must be submitted by the
subsequent crop year’s final acreage reporting
date.

FSA Conservation Loan Program

The Farm Service Agency makes and guarantees
conservation loans on farms and ranches to help con-
serve our natural resources. The Conservation Loan
(CL) Program provides farmers with the credit neces-
sary to implement conservation measures on their
land.

The direct CL limit is $300,000 and the guaranteed
CL limit is $1,119,000. Guaranteed loans are available
through lenders working with FSA.

Applicants will work with Natural Resources and
Conservation Service (NRCS) staff to develop a con-
servation plan. Conservation practices must be ap-
proved by NRCS before FSA can provide financ-
ing. Examples of conservation practices include instal-
lation of conservation structures; establish-ment of for-
est cover; installation of water conservation measures;
establishment or improvement of permanent pastures;
transitioning to organic production; manure manage-
ment, including manure digestion systems; and more.

Where is my Payment?

FSA requires producer payments to be sent via direct
deposit to your bank. If you change banks or account
numbers and do not inform FSA, your payment will be
delayed.
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November 11, 2010

Office Closed for Veterans Day

November 25, 2010

Office Closed for Thanksgiving

December 6, 2010

Final day to return County Committee election ballots

Various Dates

NAP application closing dates, see page 3

The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sex-
ual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from
any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alter-
native means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TAR-
GET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary
for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20250-9410, or call toll free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English
Federal-relay) or (800) 834-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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