
 

Congratulations to Patrick Fulton and Robert Vevoda who were elected to the Humboldt/Del Norte FSA 
County Committee. Patrick Fulton will take the place of Jim O’Neil who served in LAA 2 representing 
farmers in Loleta, Eureka and Arcata Areas. Robert Vevoda was re-elected to his 3rd and last term serving 
in LAA 3 representing farmers in Ferndale and lower Humboldt County.   

FSA appreciates all producers who completed and returned their ballots. The County Committee system 
only works because of your participation. The County Committee will held their organizational meeting on 
February 7, 2008. Gary Nicholson was named chair and Patrick Fulton was named vice chair for the 2008 
fiscal year. 

County Committee Election Results 

Sign-up Continues for 2005-2007 Disaster Programs 
Sign-up continues for the  Livestock Compensa-
tion Program (LCP), Livestock Indemnity Pro-
gram (LIP) and Crop Disaster Program (CDP). 
Eligible ranchers and other livestock producers 
can apply to receive benefits under the Livestock 
Compensation Program and Livestock Indemnity 
Program and eligible farmers can sign-up for the 
Crop Disaster Program, if they suffered quantity 
losses to their crops. USDA will announce and 
conduct CDP sign-up for quality losses as soon 
as possible. 

LCP compensates livestock producers for feed 
losses and LIP for livestock losses occurring 
between Jan. 1, 2005, and Feb. 28, 2007, due to a 
natural disaster. Producers in primary counties 
declared secretarial disaster areas or certain 
counties declared presidential disaster areas be-
tween Jan. 1, 2005, and Feb. 28, 2007, are eligi-
ble as are producers located in counties contigu-
ous to those counties. Producers in a primary (or 
contiguous) county   
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that received an Administrator's Physical Loss Notice 
directly associated with a disaster declaration will also 
be eligible. Humboldt and Del Norte County producers 
will be eligible for year 2006.    

CDP provides benefits to farmers who suffered quantity 
and quality losses to 2005, 2006, or 2007 crops from 
natural disasters if the crop was planted before Feb. 28, 
2007, or, in the case of prevented plantings, for crops 
that would have been planted before Feb. 28, 2007. Pro-
ducers who incurred qualifying losses in 2005, 2006 or 
2007 must choose only one year to apply for benefits. 
Producers may apply for benefits for losses to multiple 
commodities as long as the losses occurred in the same 
crop year. Only producers who obtained crop insurance 
coverage or coverage under the Noninsured Crop Disas-
ter Assistance Program (NAP) for the year of loss will 
be eligible for CDP benefits. Producers must have suf-
fered quantity losses in excess of 35 percent to be eligi-
ble for CDP. For program information or to sign–up 
contact the Humboldt/Del Norte FSA office at (707) 
442-6058 X 2. 

 

 



 

Livestock, Crop Disaster Programs: 
2007 Eligibility Date Extended 

USDA’s Farm Service Agency in California is 
reaching out to women, ethnic and minority farm-
ers in the state in an effort to get more of them 
involved in its programs.                  
 
 FSA defines a socially disadvantaged (SDA) 
farmer, rancher, or agricultural producer as one of 
a group whose members have been subjected to 
racial, ethnic, or gender prejudice because of his 
or her identity as a member of the group without 
regard to his or her individual qualities.  SDA 
groups are women, African Americans, American 
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders. 
FSA also reserves a portion of its direct and guar-
anteed loan funds each year for SDA loans for 
eligible participants.  These loan programs are 
designed to help farmers purchase and operate 
family farms. “With these loan programs, FSA 
hopes to help reverse the declining number of 
farmers and ranchers across the United States and 
especially here in California,” said State Executive 
Director, John Smythe.  “These loans help to en-
courage and assist them in owning and operating 
their own farms and ranches, participate in agri-
cultural programs, and become integral parts of 
the agricultural community.” 

Applicants must meet the eligibility requirements 
for a given program before FSA can extend pro-
gram benefits.  For more information on these 
programs and other programs available through 
FSA, contact the Humboldt/Del Norte County 
Farm Service Agency.  USDA is an equal oppor-
tunity employer and provider. 

FSA Programs Open To Socially 
Disadvantaged Producers  

As a result of a recent extension, now all 2007 

livestock and crop year losses may be eligible for the 

2005 through 2007 disaster programs. On Dec. 26, 

2007, President George W. Bush signed the 

Department of State, Foreign Operations and Related 

Programs Appropriations Act, 2008 (2008 Act). The 

2008 Act amended the previous Feb. 28, 2007, date and 

now allows for crops planted prior to Dec. 31, 2007, for 

the 2007 crop year, to be included for loss purposes 

under CDP. Similarly, under LIP and LCP, the 2008 

Act extends the date livestock and livestock feed losses 

could have occurred in a primary or contiguous 

counted named in a Secretarial or Presidential disaster 

declaration to Dec. 31, 2007.  

“This date change does not make 2008 crops 

planted in 2007 eligible for CDP, however it does 

benefit farmers in that it extends the eligibility date for 

crops planted in 2007 that were intended for harvest in 

the same crop year, and it adds 10 months to the 

amount of eligible time livestock losses can be 

considered for the new programs,” said CED Katie 

Delbar.  

 

“FSA hopes to help 

reverse the 

declining numbers 

of farmers and 

ranchers across the 

United States.” 
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Dairy Disaster Program 

The Dairy Disaster Assistance Payment (DDAP-III) Program, which provides benefits to eligible dairy pro-
ducers for production losses suffered as a result of natural disasters since Jan. 1, 2005, has also been ex-
tended to include disasters occurring before Dec. 31, 2007.   
 
As a result, DDAP-III sign-up, which began Dec. 3, 2007, has been temporarily suspended until such time as 
automation, policy, procedure and other administrative items can be updated accordingly.  FSA will an-
nounce when DDAP-III program signup will resume.   
 
The Humboldt/Del Norte County office will be sending out information to all dairy producers when the 
Dairy Disaster Program sign-up resumes.  
 



 

Acreage reporting time is here. Please remember that filing an accurate acreage report for all crops 
and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss of bene-
fits for a variety of programs. 

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster event and before disposition of the crop. 
Prevented planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the final planting date. 

Acreage reports are required if you want to be eligible for Farm Service Agency programs. Produc-
ers enrolled in the 2008 Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) should have already 
receive or should expect their acreage reports in the mail. Please review your FSA-578’s carefully 
as the acreage reported will be used for many FSA programs and can ultimately affect your pay-
ment.  

Thank You to Jim O’Neil from County Executive Director, Katie Delbar 

Acreage Reporting 
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Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act  
The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricul-
tural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. 
 
Foreign investors, who buy, sell or hold a direct or indirect interest in U.S. agricultural land must 
report their holdings and transactions to the Farm Service Agency within 90 days of the closing. 
It requires any foreign person who:  
 
• acquires or transfers any interest other than a security interest in agricultural land to submit a 
completed FSA-153 to the Secretary of Agriculture not later than 90 calendar days after the date 
of acquisition or transfer, or  
 
• held any interest, other than a security interest, in agricultural land on February 1, 1979, to have 
submitted a report to the Secretary not later than August 1, 1979.  
 
Failure to timely file or foreign persons who knowingly submitted a report that was incomplete, 
misleading, false or an inaccurate report can result in a penalty with fines up to 25% of the fair 
market value of the agricultural land on the date the penalty is assessed. County government of-
fices, realtors, attorneys, and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify 
foreign investors of these reporting requirements. 

FSA thanks YOU for your commitment to Agriculture! 

I would like to thank Jim for serving 3 terms on the Humboldt/Del Norte County Committee.  The 
Farm Service Agency is one of the few Federal Agencies that has a Committee which is elected 
by their peers to serve to represent the local producers.  The Committee member serves a three 
year term, for a maximum of nine years or 3 terms.  

Jim brought a great amount of knowledge and expertise to the meetings. His commitment to the 
dairy industry and agriculture in Humboldt County never wavered.  I would like to once again 
thank Jim for taking the time away from his dairy to serve on the Committee.  I will truly miss 
him at the committee meetings and wish him and his family the best in the future. 
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Humboldt/Del Norte County Committee Members 

Gary Nicholson  Kara Miller  

Patrick Fulton  Joey Borges  

Robert Vevoda   

Robert Tedsen    

Humboldt/Del Norte County FSA Office Staff 

County Executive Director     Farm Loan Manger 

Katherine Delbar             Belle Davis  

Program Technician             Farm Loan Team 

Dolores Mayorga    Stacey Moyles, Karri Bartolomei

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
gender, religion, age, disability, political  
beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status (not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). Persons with disabilities who require alternative means 
for communications of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s Target Center at (202) 720-2600 (Voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call (202)720-5964(Voice or TDD). 

             
               

                      


