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Get GovDelivery — Free News, Updates, More

Farm Service Agency offices are adopting an instant delivery, electronic option. Producers can
now enroll in the new GovDelivery system which will provide notices, newsletters and re-
minders via email, rather than costly paper copies delivered through the mail.

FSA, like many other organizations, is working smarter and more efficiently. Conversion to
electronic notifications via email helps conserve resources and save taxpayer dollars. County
Committee ballots will continue to be mailed to all eligible producers. Subscribe right now to
receive your free e-mail updates instantly by going to: www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe

County Committee Nominations

The election of responsible agricultural producers to FSA county committees is important to
ALL farmers and ranchers with large or small operations. It is crucial that every eligible pro-
ducer take part in this election because county committees are a direct link between the farm
community and the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Committee members are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA. They help
deliver FSA farm programs at the local level. Farmers who serve on committees help decide the
kind of programs their counties will offer. They work to make FSA agricultural programs serve
the needs of local producers.

Candidate nominations for the FSA county committee election will be accepted June 15 through
August 1, 2012.

Producers who are residents in the LAA holding the election and who participate or cooperate in
an FSA program and are of legal voting age may be nominated to serve on the county commit-
tee.

Individuals may nominate themselves or others as candidates. Also, organizations representing
socially disadvantaged minorities and women farmers or ranchers may also hominate candi-
dates.

The nomination form, FSA-669A, is available at the county office or may be downloaded from
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of
U.S. agricultural land to report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. FSA administers
this program for USDA.

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the
county are required to report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to sub-
mit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair
market value of the property. County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and others in-
volved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting
requirements.
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Acreage Certification

Time is nearing for producers to certify their 2012 acre-
age. Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops and
land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting
acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of
programs.

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the dis-
aster event and before disposition of the crop. Prevented
planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the
final planting date.

Acreage reports are required for many Farm Service
Agency programs. For crops enrolled in programs other
than NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Pro-
gram), acreage reports are to be certified by the July 15th
deadline.

Acreage reports on crops covered by NAP are due in the
county office by the earlier of April 30th for small grains
and July 15th for all other crops, or 15 calendar days be-
fore the onset of harvest or grazing of the specific crop
acreage being reported.

IMPORTANT -
AGIl Reconciliation Process

FSA’s Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) Reconciliation
Process begins when FSA is notified that the IRS has not
received a valid “Consent to Disclosure of Tax Informa-
tion” form.

There are two distinct reasons why a producer appears on
an FSA AGI Reconciliation Report: 1) IRS did not receive
a consent form from the producer or 2) IRS rejected the
consent form.

In these cases the IRS notifies the FSA National Office
which then directs the producer’s recording FSA
County office to reconcile the report. The county office
then contacts the producer to complete a CCC-931
“Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) and Consent
to Disclosure of Tax Information”.

It is then the FSA County Office responsibility to mail the
completed CCC-931 consent form to IRS. Failure to pro-
vide the required “Consent to Disclosure of Tax Informa-
tion” forms may render a producer ineligible for FSA pro-
gram benefits and require repayment of benefits re-
ceived.

NAP Notice of Loss

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed
acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by

any producer with an interest in the crop. The timely filing
of a Notice of Loss is required for ALL CROPS INCLUD-
ING GRASSES. For losses on crops covered by the Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop
insurance, you must file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the
FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the
disaster or when losses become apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-
576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final plant-
ing date for the crop.

If you believe you have had weather-related damage to your
crop, contact the FSA office immediately.

MILC Requirements Reminder

Dairy producers must meet program requirements to main-
tain program eligibility. MILC participants must notify their
local FSA office of any operation changes, such as a change
in producer, shares, address or bank routing number.

Dairy producers applying for MILC payment must meet
adjusted gross income (AGI) requirements by completing,
"CCC-931 - AGI Certification and Consent to Disclosure of
Tax Information.”

For MILC enrollment, dairy producers must fill out, "CCC-
580 - Milk Income Loss Contract™ and select a start-month
for payments. Current dairies in MILC can make changes to
their start-month with certain restrictions.

Any start-month changes must be made on or before the
14th of the month before the selected MILC production start
-month. The change must also be made before requesting
payment and before the original MILC production start-
month has passed.

Changes to the dairy operation start-month must be desig-
nated on "CCC-580M - Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC)
Modification."

Controlled Substance

Any person who is convicted under federal or state law of a
controlled substance violation could be ineligible for USDA
payments or benefits. Violations include planting, harvest-

ing or growing a prohibited plant. Prohibited plants include
marijuana, opium, poppies and other drug producing plants.
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Del Norte County Farm Loan Disaster Declaration

On March 2, 2012, President Barack Obama declared a disaster designation based on damages and losses caused by severe
winter storm, flooding, landslides and mudslides. As a result of this designation, Del Norte County is eligible as a contigu-
ous county for Farm Service Agency (FSA) Emergency (EM) Loans for eligible family farmers.

Farmers have eight months to apply for the loans to help cover part of their actual losses. Some of the eligibility require-
ments are:

have suffered at least a 30 percent loss of normal production directly related to the above-cited cause;

be able to repay the loan and any other loans;

be unable to obtain credit elsewhere;

have adequate security;

e have multi-peril crop insurance, if available, and

meet other eligibility criteria.

All applicants must complete a certification of disaster losses, which reflects the exact date(s) and nature of the designated
disaster and how it caused the loss or damage. Crop insurance field reports may be a source for documenting losses directly
related the cited cause.

The authorization for Farm Service Agency (FSA) to accept Emergency loan applications under this designation expires on
November 2, 2012. Please contact your Farm Loan Team at (707) 468-9225 x 2.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs,
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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