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GOVDELIVERY CUSTOMERS ARE NOT 
IMPACTED BY THE HEARTBLEED BUG  
GovDelivery customer subscriptions are not affected by the heartbleed bug.  

This bug has caused major security concerns among users of cloud 
technology. The Heartbleed bug refers to a flaw in an encryption tool used 
on the Internet that can expose data that is meant to be hidden.  

Your GovDelivery account and information is safe. Nothing in the 
GovDelivery network architecture is affected by this bug.  

You can find out more about the Heartbleed bug at http://heartbleed.com/ 

 

NEW FARM BILL OFFERS WEBSITE AND 
ONLINE OVERVIEW OF FARM BILL 
PROGRAMS 
The Agricultural Act of 2014 (the Act), also known as the 2014 Farm Bill, 
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was signed by President Obama on Feb. 7, 2014. The Act repeals certain 
programs, continues some programs with modifications, and authorizes 
several new programs administered by the Farm Service Agency (FSA). 
Most of these programs are authorized and funded through 2018.  

For the latest on 2014 Farm Bill programs administered by FSA, please visit 
our Farm Bill website at www.fsa.usda.gov/farmbill and for an FSA program 
overview please read, download and/or print our recently posted FSA Farm 
Bill Fact Sheet titled, What’s in the 2014 Farm Bill for Farm Service Agency 
Customers?  

For more information on FSA, please contact your local USDA Service 
Center or visit us online at www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

 

LIVESTOCK DISASTER ASSISTANCE SIGN-UP UNDERWAY 
Livestock disaster program enrollment opened on April 15, 2014. These disaster programs are authorized by the 
2014 Farm Bill as permanent programs and provide retroactive authority to cover losses that occurred on or after 
Oct. 1, 2011.  

To expedite applications, all producers who experienced losses are encouraged to bring records documenting 
those losses to their local FSA Office. Producers should record all pertinent information of natural disaster 
consequences, including:  

• Documentation of the number and kind of livestock that have died, supplemented if possible by 
photographs or video records of ownership and losses  

• Dates of death supported by recordings or receipts  
• Costs of transporting livestock to safer grounds or to move animals to new pastures  
• Feed purchases if supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed  
• Crop records, including seed and fertilizer purchases, planting and production records  

Eligible producers can sign-up for the following  livestock disaster assistance programs:  

Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP):  
 LIP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered livestock death losses in excess of 
normal mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal 
government or protected by federal law. Producers who suffered livestock death losses should submit a notice of 
loss and an application for payment to their local FSA office by January 30, 2015.  

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP):  
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish that 
have losses due to disease, adverse weather, or other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires. ELAP 
assistance is provided for losses not covered by LFP and LIP. Producers who suffered eligible livestock, 
honeybee or farm-raised fish losses during 2012 and 2013 program years must submit a notice of loss and 
application for payment to their local FSA office by August 1, 2014. For 2014 program year losses, the notice of 
loss and an application for payment must be submitted by November 1, 2014.  

Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP):   
LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers that have suffered grazing losses due to drought on 
privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. Eligible producers must physically be 
located in a county affected by a qualifying drought during the normal grazing period for the county. Producers 
who suffered eligible grazing losses should submit a completed CCC-853 and supporting documentation by 
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January 30, 2015. 

For more information, producers can review the LFP, LIP and ELAP Fact Sheets on the Farm Bill webpage. 
Producers are encouraged to make an appointment with their local FSA office to apply for these programs.  

 

USDA ANNOUNCES THE EXTENSION OF THE MILK INCOME 
LOSS CONTRACT (MILC) PROGRAM FOR 2014 
The USDA-FSA recently announced the extension of the Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC) program which 
protects dairy farmers against income loss through Sept. 1, 2014, or until a new Margin Protection Program 
(MPP) for dairy producers is operational.  

Contracts for eligible producers enrolled in MILC on or before Sept. 30, 2013, are automatically extended until 
the termination date of the MILC program.  Dairy operations with approved MILC contracts will continue to 
receive monthly payments if a payment rate is in effect.   

MILC compensates enrolled dairy producers when the Boston Class I milk price falls below $16.94 per 
hundredweight (cwt), after adjustment for the cost of dairy feed rations.  MILC payments are calculated each 
month using the latest milk price and feed cost, just as in the 2008 Farm Bill.  The payment rate for October 2013 
through January 2014 marketings is zero.  Payment rates during the months after January 2014 until the 
termination of the MILC program will be determined as the appropriate data becomes available.    

Producers who want to select a different production start month must visit their local FSA office between April 
14, 2014, and May 30, 2014.  

FSA will provide producers with information on program requirements, updates and sign-ups as the information 
becomes available.   

 

UPCOMING 2014 ACREAGE REPORTING DATES 
In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers are encouraged to visit the Imperial 
County FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline. 

The following upcoming 2014 acreage reporting dates are applicable for Imperial County: 

May 31, 2014:               Nursery 

June 15, 2014:             Sudan, Ryegrass & all annually planted spring seeded forage crops 

July 15, 2014:               Corn, Cotton, Onions, Safflower, Sudan, Tomatoes & other 

 The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates: 

• If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acrege must be reported 
no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed. 

• if a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must 
be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate 
documentation must be provided to the county office. 

• if a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of "cover only", "green manure", "left 
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standing", or "seed", then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. 
• Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage 

reporting date for NAP covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before 
grazing or harvesting of the crop begins. 

For questions regarding crop certification and crop loss reports, or to arrange an appointment to report your 
crops, please contact this office. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

MAY 30 - Deadline to make changes to MILC Production Start Month 

MAY 31 - Deadline to report nursery crop 

JUNE 15 - Deadline to report sudan, ryegrass and all other annually planted spring seeded forage 

JULY 15 - Deadline to report corn, cotton, onions, safflower, tomatoes and other crops 

AUG 1 - Deadline to enroll in 2012 and 2013 ELAP 

NOV 1 - Deadline to enroll in 2014 ELAP 

JAN 30, 2015 - Deadline to enroll in 2012 , 2013 & 2014  LIP & LFP 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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