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DCP & ACRE Signup
Deadline

Signup for the 2009 Direct & Counter
Cyclical Payment (DCP) Program has
been extended until Au gust 14, 20 09.
Signupinth e ACRE optionis also
available th rough Au gust 14, 2009.

FSAwill notacceptany late-fi led
applications.
FSAc omputes DCP  Program

paymentsu singb ase acresa nd
payment yiel ds e stablished for ea ch
farm. Eligible producers receive direct
payments at rate se stablished by
statute regardless of m arket prices.
For 2009, you may request to receive
advance direct payments based on 22
percent of the direct payment for each
commodity associated with the farm.
Counter cy clical p ayment rates va ry
depending o n market pri cesand are
issued o nly wh en th e effectiv e price
foracom modity is stat utorily set
below its target price.

The new ACRE program is an option
for el igible DCP farm s which allows
participants tore ceive additi onal
payments b ased o ncrop reve nue
reductions instead of only low national
prices. Revenue considers both yields
and prices, so the reductions can be
attributed to lowyi elds and/or | ow
prices. Note that there must be both a
revenue reduction for the farm and at

least a 10% revenue reduction for the
State.

Payment Limitation
Reminder for 2009

The status date for change to an entity
or joint operation will be based on how
the entity or joint operation is
structured as of June 1, 2009.

If the change be came effe ctive after
June 1,20 09, thech ange(s)wi Il
become effe ctive for the 2 010 crop
year.

Acreage Reporting Deadline
for 2009 Crops

The ce rificatonf orm FSA-578,
“Report of Acreage” must account for
all cropland on a farm, whether idle or
planted. In  California, th e prod ucer
certification d eadline for  all cro ps,
excluding small g rains, has been
extended fro mJu ly 15, 2009, u ntil
August 14, 2009.

The annual requ irement of filinga n
accurate and timely report for all crops
and|l and wuses,in cluding fail ed
acreage, can prevent loss of benefits
from th e Di rect & Count er Cy clical
Program, Marketing Assi stance
Loans,and Lo an Deficiency
Payments.

s~

IMPORTANT
Late Filed Report of Acreage

The County Committee may accept a
late filed FSA-578 as timely filed when
ALL of the following apply;

v The operator pays the cost of
afa rmvi sitan dth e costs of
verification and dete rmination of cro p
acreage.

v PHYSICAL EXISTENCE OF
THE LATE FILED CROP OR CROP
RESIDUE FOR THE CROP YEAR
BEING REPORTED EXISTS.

4 The cro p’s usecan be
verified.
v The cr op’s acr eage for the

specific year can be determined.

If the late file d a creage re portisfo r
any p rogram other th an e stablishing
FAV his tory. NAP Actual Pr oduction
History, fir sttime , or CR P Cr opping
History, physical existence is required.
If the phy sical exi stence nolo nger
exists, p rogram paym ents cou Id b e
jeopardized and producers risk loss of
benefits.

2009 County Committee
Elections

The election of agricultural producers
to Farm Servic e A gency county

committeesis impor tantto AL L
farmers andran chers, wh ether




beginning or  long-established, with
large or small operations. Itis crucial
every eli gible prod ucer participate in
these e lections because FSA co unty
committees ar e alink be tweenth e
agricultural community a nd the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

County co mmittee mem bersare a
critical component of the operations of
FSA. They help deliver FSA farm
programs att he lo cal level. Farm ers
and ranchers wh o serv e on county
committees he Ip with the decisions
necessary to administer the programs
in their co unties. Co unty committe es
provide local input on;

. Commodity pri ce su pport
loans and payments

¢ Co nservation programs

. Incentive,i ndemnity,an d

disasterp aymentsf orsom e
commodities

e Eme rgency programs
e Payment eligibility

FSAco untycom mittees ope rate
within offi cial re gulations to carry out
federalla ws.Co unty committee
members a pply thei r j udgment and
knowledge to make local decisions.

Election Period

June 15, 2009 -Th e n omination
period begins. R equest n omination
forms (FSA-669A)f romthelo cal
USDA Service Center or obtain online
at: http://www.fsa.usda.qgov/FSA
under News & Events /County
Committee Elections.

August 3, 2009 -Las t dayto file
nomination forms.

November 6, 2009 — Ballots mailed to
eligible voters.

December 7, 2009 -L astdayto
return vot ed ball otstot he USDA
Service Center

January 1, 2010— Newly e lected
county co mmittee mem bers take
office

Who Can Hold Office

To hold office a person must meet the
basic eligibility criteria.

. Participate or cooperate in a
program administered by FSA

. Be eligible to vote in a county
committee election

) ResideinL AAinwhi cha
candidate

Has Not been:

. Removed or disqualified from
the office of county committee
member, alternate or employee

) Removed for cause from any
public office or have been convicted of
fraud, larceny, embezzlement, or any
other felony

o Di shonorably discharged
from anyb ranchofth earme d
services.

Nominations

Tobec omea no minee, e ligible
individuals must sign nomination form
FSA-669A. Thef ormi ncludesa

statementth e no minee agreest o
serve if elected. This form is availa ble
at USDA Service Centers and online
at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA

under News & Events/County
Committee Elections.
Nomination form s must be

postmarked or r eceived in the local
USDA Se rvice Cent er by clo se of
business on August 3, 2009.

Individuals may nominate themselves
or others as a candidate. Additionally,
organizations re presenting min ority
and women farmers or ranchers may
nominate cand idates. No mination
forms a re filed for theco unty
committee of the office whi ch
administersa pr oducersfar m
records.

Who Can Vote

Agricultural p roducers of | egal v oting
age m ay be eligible to vot e if they
participate or coop erate in any FSA
program. A person who is not of legal
votinga geb ut supervises and
conducts the farming operations of an
entire f arm may al so b e elig ible to
vote. More informat ion ab out voting
eligibility requirements can be found in
the FSA fact sheet titled “FSA County
Committee E lection —Eli  gibility to
Vote and Hold.

Kern County will have t wo LAA’s
representedin  the 20 09 County
Committee Election.

LAA 1 cov ers Buttonwillow; North to
county line, South to Sie rra Nevada
foothills, Eas tto Int erstate 5, and
West to Hwy 33 to intersection of Hwy
46,th en North alongHwy4 6t o
county line.

LAA4 cov ersthe T ehachapian d
Temblor Mo untain ranges; No rth to

county line, South to county line, East
— East half to county line — West half
along Hwy 46 to intersection of Hwy
33 then along Hwy 3 3 and West — E
half along Hwy 65 and Hwy 58, along
General Beale Rd to Sierra N evada
foothills — West half to county line.

County com mittee me mbers play a
crucial role in helping the county office
staffimp lement the F arm Bil |
Programs. Right now, producers can
have an impact on the election of the
county com mittee by nominating
eligible candidates by th e Aug ust 3,
2009, deadline.

Farm Reconstitutions

For F SA pr ogram purposes, tra cts
having the same owner and the same
operator are grouped under one farm
serial number. Wh ench anges in
ownership or ope ration take place, a
farm reconstitution is necessary.

The reconstitution — or recon —is the
process of co mbining o rdividin g
farms or tracts of land based on the
farming operation. Remember, tob e
effective for the current ye ar, re cons
must be re quested by August 1, for
farms en rolled in sp ecific prog rams.
The foll owing are the differe nt
methods u sed when doing a farm
recon;

Estate Method —the division of
bases, all otments, and q uotas for a
parent farm among heirs in settling an
estate;

Designation of Landowner Method
— may be used when (1) part of a farm
is sold or ownership is transferred; (2)
an entire farm is  sold to t wo or more
persons; (3 ) farmo wnership is
transferred t o two o r m ore pe rsons;
(4)partofatrac tis sold to two or
more persons; or (6) tract owne rship
is transferred to two or more persons.
In order to use this method the land
sold m ust have be en owned fo r at
least three years, or a waiver granted,
and the buyer and seller must sign a
Memorandum of Understanding;

DCP Cropland Method — the division
of bases in the same proportion which
the DC P cropland for ea ch resulting
tract relates to the DCP cropland on
the parent tract;


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA

Default Method —t he division of
bases fo rapa rentfarm with e ach
tract maintaining the b ases attrib uted
to the trac tlevel when the
reconstitution is initiated in the system.

NAP Insurance Service Fee
Increase for 2009 &
Continuing

The Food, Conservation, and Energy
Act of 2008, published May 22, 2008,
increased the admi nistration servi ce
fee for NAP from;

. $100 to $250 per crop
o $300 to $750 per county
. $900to $1875 per producer

for all counties

2010 Application Closing
Dates

All other annuals 3/1/10

Apples  1/31/ 10

Almonds, Apricots, Asparagus,
Caneberries, Cherries, Grapes, Kiwi,
Mint, Nectarines, Olives, Peaches,
Pears, Persimmons, Pistachios,
Plums, Pomegranates, Strawberries,
Walnuts

NOTE: Coverage no longer available
for young trees.

12/1 5/09

Fall Planted Garlic 10/1/09

Processed Onions, Honey
12/1/09

Fall Planted Seed Crops 8/1/09

Forage Crops/Permanent Pasture
12/1/09

Forage Crops, Intended Use of FG,
Hay (Mechanically Harvested)

9/1/09

Forage Seed Crops (Alfalfa, Clover,
Grass, efc)

9/1/09

Value Loss and Controlled
Environment Crops

9/1/09

2011 Crop Year Citrus Crops;

Oranges, Lemons, Limes, Grapeftuit,
Tangelos 1/1/10

FSA Farm Loans.

The Fa rm Servi ce Agency offe rs
loans fo rfa rmersa nd ranchers to
purchasefa mmlanda ndfina nce
agricultural ope rations. FSA loan
programs arede signedtohel p
producers who are temporarily unable
to obtain private or commercial credit
elsewhere. In many cases, applicants
are be ginning farme rs whoh ave
insufficient net worth to qualify for
financingt hrough a commercial
lender. In other ins tances, borrowers
may have suffic ient setbacks from
natural disasters or m ay have limit ed
resources.

Eligible Emergency Farm
Loans

Pursuantt oPr esidentBu sh’s
declarationof  aneme rgency in
California on Nove mber 18,20 08,
USDA emer gency farm loa ns
because o f ph ysical a nd pr oduction
losses ca used b yw ildfires, wh ich
occurred on November 13, 2008, and
continuing are available.

The authorization for FSA to a ccept
Emergency Lo an App lications un der
this authorization expires on July 20,
2009.

Pursuant to t he Deputy Adminis trator
for Fa rm Prog rams de signation of a
quarantine emergency in t he state of
California on De cember 23,20 08,
USDA emer gency farm loa ns
because of pr oduction los ses ba sed
on damage and losses caused by the
Light Bro wn Apple M oth quarantine
which beganon M ay2, 2007, are
available.

The au thorization for FSA to accept
Emergency Lo an App lications un der
this auth orization expires on August
23, 2009.

Applications should be fil ed with th e
Kern County FSA Service Center at;
5000 Callifornia Suite 100, Bakersfield,
CA93 309,orca IIF armL oan
Manager Tom Hu nton at; (661 ) 336-
0967 ext 116.

Pulse Crops

The Food, Conservation, and Energy
Act of 2008, states eligible pulse crop
acres may be added as base acres.

The addition of pulse crop base acres
is:

o effective f or20 09 th rough
2012 crop years

. required to be cal culated i n
the same manner as eli gible oil seed
acreage under the 2002 Farm Bill

The cal culation of pul se crop base
acresa ndyi eldi sba sed on the
acreage an d yield hi story from the
1998 through 2001 crop years. Pulse
crops are defined as:

. Dryp eas (green,ye llow,
Austrian, Umatilla, an dwr inkled);
intended uses must meet Seed or Dry
Edible.

. Lentils; any intended use

ela rge chickpeas (Kabuli
garbanzo beans); any intended use.

o Smallchi ckpeas(D esi
garbanzo beans); any intended use.

Pulse crop b ase acres wil | only be
eligible for counter cyclical or Acreage
Crop Revenue Ele ction (ACRE )
payments for 2009 through 2012 crop
years. Di rect payments will not be
eligible.

Producers w ith current pu Ise cr op
acre history in 1998 through 2001 will
be notified of the opportunity to update
pulse crop b ase a cres to theirfa rm
using one of three options. Producers
must also provid e verifiable an d
acceptable pr oduction e vidence to

support t he calculated ave rage fa rm
yield forea chpu Isecrop. The
deadline f or pulse cro p base a cres
and yield election is August 14, 2009.

Producers who did not file acre age
reports onpul seco rps in19 98
through 2 001, may no w provide a

late-filed acreage report at no charge.
Acceptable evidence of the existence
and disposition of the crop is required:
Late-file prevented planting previsions
for 1 998 throug h 2 001pulse corps
also apply.

Successor in Interest

Many FSA program swillall ow
paymentsto bem adetohe irs or
successorsw  henap rogram
participant passes away. Additionally,
contracts i n p rograms s uch as C RP
must be revisedtore flectth e
successor(s) to a de ceased
participant’s interest.

Intheev entofan FSA  prog ram
participant’'s death, it is important FSA
be n ofified. Entite s and ] oint
operations which pa rticipate in FSA

programs also need to notify FSA if a
shareholder or member passes away.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

FARM SERVICE AGENCY
Kern County FSA

5000 California Avenue #100
Bakersfield CA 93309-0711

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Since FSA benefits are reported
to IRS, maintaining current,
accurate records about
participants i s vitaltoe nsure
those payments are re ported
correctly.

Help Available to
Stressed Farmers
In the past year, the economy,
inclement we ather, drought, and

farming op erations ar ound th e
country. These e vents pu shed
some fa rmerst oth e emotional
breaking p oint. Wat ching their
livelihood be ingth reatenedi s
difficult fo r fa rmers a nd ranchers
and es pecially for those who care
about them.

The National Sui cide P revention
Hotline is available to help. If you

know a farmer or rancherwho is
under stress and is reluctant to ask

for help, or if you just need to talk
to someone, call 1-800-273 TALK
(8255). Your call will be ro uted to
the crisisc enter neares t you,
where train  ed staffers  are
available 24 /7. Th is nationwide
service is free and confid ential.
Help is just a phone call away.
This service is not affiliated
with the US Department of
Agriculture

other factors have hurt many

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and
where applicable sex, marital status, familial status,
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s
income is derived from any public assistance programs.
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons
with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights,
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C.
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-
6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.

o2 Dates to Remember:

August 1, 2009
August 3, 2009
August 14, 2009
August 14, 2009
Continuing

Within 15 days of Natural Disaster
Or Loss Becomes Apparent

Reconstitution Deadline
County Committee Nominations
Certification Deadline-Excluding Small Grains
DCP & ACRE Signup Deadline
MILC Signup

NAP-Notice of Loss

FSAWEBSITE: www.fsa.usda.gov
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