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 Livestock Disaster 
Assistance Programs 

Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP) 

LFP p rovides payme nts to eli gible 
livestock producers that have suffered 
livestock grazing lo sses due to  
qualifying drought or fire.  For drought, 
the loss es mus t have occurr ed on 
land that i s native o r improve d 
pastureland with  pe rmanent 
vegetative co ver o r a cro p pla nted 
specifically for  gr azing. The dr ought 
losses m ust al so have o ccurred 
during the normal g razing period fo r 
the specific type of grazing land in the 
county.  F or fire, L FP provi des 
payments t o el igible live stock 
producers t hat have suffered g razing 
losses o n ra ngeland m anaged by a 
federal agency if t he eligible livestock 
producer is prohibited by the fe deral 
agency from  gra zing th e no rmal 
permitted liv estock on t he ma naged 
rangeland due to a qualifying fire.   

 
Eligible lives tock un der LF P inc lude 
beef cattle, al pacas, b uffalo, beef alo, 
dairy cattle, d eer, el k, emu s, eq uine, 
goats, llamas, poultry, reindeer, sheep 
and swine.  For losses due to drought, 
qualifying dr ought ra tings are 
determined u sing th e U.S. Drou ght 
Monitor located  at  
http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm/monito
r.html.  

2008 Calendar Year Losses beg an 
filing appli cations S eptember 14, 
2009. A pplications m ust b e file d by 
December 14, 2009. 

2009 Subsequent Years signup must 
file no l ater than 30 calendar day s 
after t he end of the calendar y ear in  
which the g razing lo ss occurred. 
Example; fo r 2009, yo u m ust fi le an 
application by January 31, 201 0. No  
late filed provisions apply for LFP. 

ELAP provides emergency assistance 
to e ligible pr oducers o f live stock, 
honeybees and fa rm-raised fish th at 
have losses due to disease, adverse 
weather or other conditions, including 
blizzards an d wildfires. Fu rther detail 
on eligibility criteria is available at your 
local FSA office.  

 
Assistance fo r producers th rough 
ELAP is for loss es not covered under 
other Su pplemental A gricultural 
Disaster A ssistance pr ograms 
established by t he 2008 Farm Bill. 
These i nclude L FP, th e Live stock 
Indemnity P rogram (LIP) and t he 
Supplemental Reve nue Assi stance 
Payments Program (SURE).  ELAP is  
being implemented to help fill the gap 
and pr ovide assistance und er o ther 
eligibility conditions determ ined to be 
appropriate.  
 
Producers w ith eligible losse s during 
2008 & 2009 st arted si gnups 
beginning September 14, 2009.  

Producers wh o su ffered lo sses in 
Calendar year 20 08, mu st provid e a  
notice of lo ss a nd a pplication f or 
payment in their administrative county 
office no  la ter th an December 14 , 
2009. 
 
Producers who su ffered e ligible 
losses du ring Ja nuary 1, 200 9 
through Se ptember 13, 2 009, shall 
provide a n otice of loss no later than 
December 14, 20 09, and an  
application for payment no later than 
January 30, 2010. 
 
There are no late provisions for ELAP. 
 
For both LFP and ELAP, lives tock or 
forage losses must have occurred on 
or after January 1, 20 08, and  before 
October 1, 2011.  Note that there are 
assistance a pplication de adlines fo r 
each crop year during that  multi -year 
period. Th ere is a  to tal $100,000 
limitation per crop year that applies to 
payments received under ELAP, LFP,  
LIP or SURE.  For the 2008 crop year, 
the $100,000 limitation is per “person” 
as defi ned and  determined un der 
payment limit ation rul es in effect for 
2008.   

 
For cro p yea rs 20 09 th rough 2011, 
the $100, 000 limitation appli es to 
payments re ceived, both di rectly a nd 
indirectly, by a person or legal entity.  
Furthermore, individuals or entities are 
ineligible for payment under ELAP or 

http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm/monitor.html
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LFP for 2008 if their average Adjusted 
Gross Inco me fo r 20 05, 2 006 a nd 
2007 exceeds $2.5 mill ion.  For 2009 
through 20 11,  a n a verage a djusted 
gross nonfarm in come li mitation of  
$500,000 ap plies a nd is  de termined 
using th e th ree t axable yea rs th at 
precede th e mo st i mmediately 
preceding co mplete taxa ble yea r (fo r 
2009, the applicable years are 2005, 
2006 and 2007).   

 
For mo re inf ormation o r to  apply fo r 
ELAP or LFP and other USDA Farm 
Service A gency di saster a ssistance 
programs, pl ease call y our l ocal 
USDA Service Center or FSA county 
office to schedule an appointment with 
a st aff exp ert.  Ge neral information 
can al so be obtai ned on  the FSA  
website at www.fsa.usda.gov.  

Biomass Crop Assistance 
Program 

The new  Biomas s Crop Ass istance 
Program (BCAP) is  of interes t t o 
biomass con version fa cilities and 
those wh o ow n, ch ip a nd transport 
biomass material to these facilities.  

 
Chippers and p roducers w ith 
conversion f acilities c ontracts t o 
prepare a nd delive r m aterials can  
apply fo r m atching p ayments under 
the colle ction, harv est, storage a nd 
transportation (CHST ) component o f 
BCAP. Once an agreement is signed 
between FS A and a  bioma ss 
conversion fa cility an d fu nding is 
provided, t he facilities can begin 
accepting mate rials u nder this 
program. 

 
The mat ching CHST pay ments are  
paid at a rat e of $1 fo r $1 per dry-ton 
equivalent re ceived by a  qualifi ed 
biomass conversion f acility, not t o 
exceed $45 per dry-ton equivalent. A 
biomass owne r is  eligible to rec eive 
payments for two years. The purpose 
of the m atching payments is to a ssist 
biomass handlers with the CHST cost 
of d elivering biomass to a qu alified 
biomass conv ersion facility.   Once a 
facility be comes q ualified, eli gible 
material owners o r pr oducers w ho 
deliver biomass to that fa cility may be 
eligible to receive CHST payments.  
 
 Eligible material owners or producers, 
who m arket eli gible material t o a  
qualified biom ass conversion facility,  
may a pply fo r th e m atching CHST 

payment at their FSA co unty office. 
An application must be submitted and 
approved b efore th e eligible m aterial 
is sold or  de livered to  a q ualified 
biomass conv ersion facility. After the 
product i s delivered, a  mate rial 
handler must provide  F SA with  
documentation of prod uct qua ntity, 
quality and paym ent rate . County 
offices will val idate payment requests 
with i nformation in th e co unty offi ce 
and i nformation p rovided und er the  
terms of M OUs with t he qu alified 
biomass con version fa cilities. CHST 
payments will n ot be  au thorized un til 
appropriate environmental analysis i s 
completed. Conta ct you r FSA stat e 
office or  vis it www.fsa.usda.gov for 
more information. 

 

Farm Storage Facility Loan 
Program Changes 

 
  

The Fa rm Storage Fa cility Lo an 
(FSFL) program allo ws p roducers of 
eligible com modities to obtai n low-
interest fin ancing to  build or u pgrade 
farm storage and handling facilities.  
 
The ne w maximum pri ncipal amount 
of a l oan th rough FSFL i s $500,000. 
Participants are now re quired to 
provide a down p ayment of 15  
percent, with CCC providing a loan for 
the rem aining 85 pe rcent of the n et 
cost of the eligible storage facility. 
New loan terms of 7, 1 0 or 12 ye ars 
are avail able depe nding on the  
amount of the  loan. Inte rest rates fo r 
each te rm ra te ma y be  diffe rent an d 
are based o n the rat e which CCC 
borrows from th e Trea sury 
Department. 
 
Early partial disbursem ent will be 
available after a portion of  th e 
construction has been completed. The 
final fund disbursement will be made 
when a ll c onstruction is  completed. 
The m aximum amo unt of  the pa rtial 
disbursement will be 50 percent of the 
projected a nd ap proved total lo an 
amount. 
 
Applications for FSF L must be 
submitted to the FSA  county offic e 
that maintains the farm's  records. An 
FSFL m ust b e app roved b efore an y 
site p reparation or con struction can  
begin. 
 
The following commodities are eligible 
for farm storage facility loans: 
 

 Corn, g rain sorghum, ri ce, 
soybeans, o ats, peanuts, 
wheat, b arley or mi nor 
oilseeds harvested as  w hole 
grain 

 Corn, grai n sorghum, wh eat, 
oats or barley harve sted as 
other-than-whole grain 

 Pulse crops - lentils, sm all 
chickpeas and dry peas 

 Hay  

 Re newable biomass 

 Fruits (i ncluding nuts) a nd 
vegetables - col d st orage 
facilities 

 
For mo re inf ormation ab out FSFL  
please visit yo ur FSA county office or 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 
 

 

COC Nominating Closed, 
Voting Starts November 6 

By now yo u sh ould be aware th e 
deadline fo r FSA county committee 
nominations ha s already pa ssed on 
August 3, 2009. 

Voting Begins November 6 

Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters 
beginning November 6, and must be  
returned to th e county office by cl ose 
of bu siness on December 7, or 
postmarked by midnight December 7, 
2009. 

Agricultural p roducers of legal voting 
age can v ote if they participate or 
cooperate in any FSA p rogram. A  
person who is not of leg al voting age 
but su pervises an d co nducts the 
farming operations on an e ntire farm 
can also vote.  

No one can be denied the right to vote 
because of race, color, national origin, 
sex, religion, age, di sability, politi cal 
beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or 
family status. 

For add itional cl arification abo ut 
county committee el ections, cont act 
your local county office staff. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/
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AHORA ES EL TIEMPO 
PARA SOLICITAR FONDOS 

DE EQIP PARA 2010 
 

Estamos aceptando soli citudes de  
productores ag rícolas qu e desean 
participar en  el Programa de 
Incentivos para Calidad Ambiental 
(EQIP, sus siglas en Inglés).  EQIP es 
un prog rama del Servicio de 
Conservación de Recursos 
Naturales (NR CS, su s siglas en 
Inglés)  La  última fe cha qu e una 
solicitud pu ede ser  c onsiderado(a) 
para una evaluación será fijada antes 
de q ue se te rmine el ano 200 9. La  
fecha exacta será anunciada cuando 
el Departamento de Agricultura de EE 
UU (US DA su s si glas en Inglés) 
seleccione una fecha apropiada.  

 
Los pr oductores ag rícolas o 
ganaderos que se interesen en EQIP 
pueden so licitar pa rticipar en el 
escritorio local de NRCS o Ce ntro de 
Servicio del  Dep artamento d e 
Agricultura de EE.UU (USDA Service 
Center).  En el Condado de  Ke rn, la 
ofecina de NRCS esta ubicada en el 
5000 de la Avenida California en el 
Cuarto 100.  El numero Telefonico es 
el (661) 336-0967 Ext. 3.  

 
NRCS v a a evaluar cad a solicitud y  
va a dar prio ridad a a quellas 
solicitudes que usan las  prácticas de 
conservación con el cos to más 
eficiente; q ue t ratan múlti ples 
problemas de lo s re cursos; q ue 
responden a   prio ridades a nive l 
nacional, est atal o l ocal; y que  
producen l os may ores ben eficios 
ambientales.   
En 2009, C alifornia r ecibió $ 76 
millones en fondos de E QIP y se 
espera q ue l os fo ndos a umenten e n 
2010. 

 
EQIP es u n pr ograma de 
conservación voluntario que ayuda a 
los productores co n u n ap orte d el 
costo d e p rácticas de conservación 
que p ueden preve nir re gulaciones 
locales, es tatales y fe derales.  Los 
fondos de  EQIP a yudan a  lo s 
productores a grícolas y ga naderos a  
reducir la erosión del suelo, a mejorar 
la cali dad y el uso del  agua, a  
proteger los  te rrenos de pastos y a 
minimizar la contaminación del aire. 

 
Los productores a grícolas y  
ganaderos pu eden recibi r asi stencia 
financiera y  técni ca a traves del 
programa EQ IP pa ra prá cticas de 

conservación tales como: sistema de 
riego po r got eo pa ra varios cultiv os, 
sistema de distribución de agua para 
el ganado y sistemas de almacenar y 
distribuir agua en las lecherías. 

 
Para mayor in formación sobre EQIP,  
por favo r de lla mar a l a 
“Conservacionista del Di strito” de el 
Condado Ke rn, Carolyn LoFreso 
(661) 336-0967 (extensión 131) o 
Raul Ramirez (extensión 130).   
 

Sign Up Now for 2010 
Conservation Funding 

 
Conservation assistance i s avail able 
on yo ur a g l and.  US DA’s Natural 
Resource C onservation Service 
(NRCS) pr ovides tec hnical and 
financial assistance to ag producers to 
address their  specific r esource 
concerns th rough t he Envi ronmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).  
 
Local a ssistance i s av ailable from  
NRCS.  Land owners or persons who 
are en gaged in livest ock o r ag  
production on eli gible l and may 
participate in  the EQIP  pro gram.  
Program pr actices an d ac tivities are 
developed cooperatively with  a g 
producers and local NRCS planning 
professionals. 

 
For pr ogram in formation g o to : 
http://www.ca.nrcs.usda.gov/program
s/eqip/2009/. 
 
EQIP applications can be submitted to 
NRCS Field Offices at any time during 
the year.  However, a de adline for 
consideration of cu rrent year fu nding 
is required i n orde r to  ma ke f unding 
decisions.  Conta ct you l ocal NRCS 
field office for information or to apply; 
USDA-NRCS, 5000 California Ave.  
#100, Ba kersfield, CA 93 309, or call 
(661) 336-0967 ext 3. 
 

New Payment Limitations 
The 2008 Farm Bill provisions 
stipulate fo r t he 2009 crop yea r a nd 
later, Direct Attribution will be used 
to limit the total payment s to 
individuals a nd entities. In oth er 
words, all program payments made to 
individuals or entities will be attributed 
to the individual and to the entity. This 
means if the individual is a member of 
a fa rming entity (Corpo ration, tru st, 
etc.) that payment wi ll no w b e 
attributed to the in dividual Partners or 
members in addition to the entity. 
 

Another change f or 2 009 i s all  
participants mu st ma ke an active 
contribution in an entity. All 
partners, sto ckholders, or mem bers 
with an ownership interest in the legal 
entity mu st make a contribution, 
whether c ompensated or not 
compensated, in the fo rm of the  
following; 
1) active personal labor, or 
2) active personal Management, or 
3) a combination of a ctive person al 
labor a nd active  persona l 
management to the farming operation; 
 
Note the re are ex ceptions f or 
spouses. For mo re detail ed 
information on thi s a nd ot her 
programs ple ase contact your local 
FSA Office. 
 

Non Insured Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP) 

 2010 Application Closing 
Dates 

All other annuals  3/1/10  

Apples   1/31/ 10 

Almonds, Apricots, Asparagus,                     
Caneberries, Cherries, Grapes, Kiwi, 
Mint, Nectarines, Olives, Peaches, 
Pears, Persimmons, Pistachios, 
Plums, Pomegranates, Strawberries, 
Walnuts    

NOTE: Coverage no longer available 
for young trees.   

   12/1 5/09 

Fall Planted Garlic            10/1/09 

Processed Onions, Honey 
                              12/1/09 

Fall Planted Seed Crops    8/1/09 

Forage Crops/Permanent Pasture 

Forage Crops, Intended Use of FG, 
Hay (Mechanically Harvested) 

                                             12/1/09 

Forage Seed Crops (Alfalfa, Clover, 
Grass, etc) 

                                              9/1/09 

Value Loss and Controlled 
Environment Crops 

                                             9/1/09 

2011 Crop Year Citrus Crops; 

Oranges, Lemons, Limes, Grapefruit, 
Tangelos                              1/1/10 

 

http://www.ca.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/2009/
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable sex, marital status, familial status, 
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political 
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s 
income is derived from any public assistance programs. 
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons 
with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-
6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. 

Five California Counties 
Eligible for USDA 

Emergency Farm Loans 
 

Pursuant to  the Secretary of 
Agriculture’s designation of an  
emergency in the state of 
California on  July 22, 2009, 
Tulare County has been named 
eligible for USDA emergency 
farm lo ans b ecause of ph ysical 
and production losses based on 
damages and losses caused by  

 freeze, followed by ex cessive 
heat, which occurred o n A pril 4, 
2009, through April 22, 2009.  
 
Also, Santa Barba ra Co unty has 
been named elig ible fo r US DA 
emergency lo ans bec ause of 
physical an d pr oduction losses 
based on  dama ges an d lo sses 
caused b y low  tempe ratures, 
which occurred on April 25, 2009.  
 
Applicants must meet eligibility   

requirements. 
 
Applicants must compl ete a  
certification of disaster losses.  
The authoriz ation for F SA to 
accept Emergency loan  
applications under these  
authorizations expires on March 
22, 2010. Fo r more infor mation 
call the  Kern  County FSA Office  
at (661) 336-0967 

 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE             
   

 
 
 
 

FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
Kern County FSA 
5000 California Avenue #100 
Bakersfield CA  93309-0711 
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County Committee Elections                                                        December 7, 2009 
LFP & ElAP 2008 Signup Deadline                                            December 14, 2009 
Certification of Small Grains                                                                 April 30, 2010 
Certification All Other Land Uses                                                         July 15, 2010 
Reconstitution Deadline                                                                      August 1, 2010 
MILC Signup                                                                                                 Continuing 
NAP-Notice of Loss                                          Within 15 days of Natural Disaster 

                                                              Or Loss Becomes Apparent 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FSAWEBSITE: www.fsa.usda.gov  
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