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NEWSLETT

Kings County Farm Service Agency Office

680 Campus Drive Suite C Hanford, CA 93230 Phone (559) 585-8732 Fax (559) 584-8715

County Committee News
Election Results

Congratulations to Brent Gilkey and Fred Holt Jr.
Brent was recently elected to represent farmers from the
Corcoran area on the County Committee. Fred Holt Jr.
will serve as 1st alternate. FSA appreciates all of the vot-
ers for taking the time to complete the election ballot. The
county committee system works only because of your
participation.

The committee members will hold their organizational
meeting in January to determine who will serve as the
County Committee Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson.

In addition to Brent Gilkey, Ralph Alcala Jr. (Hanford
area) and Ceil Howe III (Lemoore/Stratford area) will
continue to represent their respective areas.

The Farm Service Agency would also like to
acknowledge the 22 years of service provided by retiring
County Committee member Peter Rietkerk. Peter served
in the capacity of County Committeeperson for 9 years,
as well as Community Committeeperson prior to his elec-
tion as a regular member.

IRS 1099 Changes

Calendar year 2012 brought changes to the way FSA
reports farm program payments to the producer and to
the IRS.

In past years, IRS Forms 1099-G would be issued to
show all program payments received from the Farm Ser-
vice Agency, regardless of the amount.

For calendar year 2012, producers whose total re-
portable payments from FSA were less than $600 will
not receive IRS Form 1099-G. Also, producers who
receive payments from more than one county will only
receive one Form 1099-G if the total of all payments
from all counties is $600 or more.

The same changes will apply to producers and ven-
dors who normally receive IRS Form 1099-MISC from
FSA.

Farm Bill

“When can | sign up?”

We have received many inquiries from producers
wanting to sign up in the traditional row crop pro-
gram, most recently known as the Direct and Coun-
tercyclical Program, as well as the Milk Income Loss
Contract (MILC) program. Although recent legisla-
tion has extended some parts of the expired farm bill,
details are not yet known. No signups will be taken
for these programs until further notice. More infor-
mation will be sent out to producers when the infor-
mation becomes available. Even though we are not
yet enrolling producers for these programs, acre-
age reporting deadlines are still in effect.

2011 Supplemental Revenue
Assistance Program Applications

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) will continue to ac-
cept SURE applications for 2011 crop losses through June
7,2013. The SURE Program provides payments to pro-
ducers when crop revenues are less than the crop guaran-
tee. The SURE Program payment is equal to 60 percent
of the difference between the crop guarantee and revenue.
To be eligible, the producer must have at least one crop
with a 10 percent production loss.

To determine the guarantee and revenue for the SURE
Program, all crops on all farms for a producer are included
in the calculation. Payments under the SURE Program are
limited to $100,000.

To be eligible for the 2011 SURE Program, producers
must have crop insurance on all insurable crops. For
crops that are not covered by crop insurance such as
pumpkins and cucumbers, producers must have purchased
Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program

(NAP) coverage from FSA. The Crop Insurance and NAP
purchase requirement is waived for crops that are not eco-
nomically significant to the farming operation.

For more information concerning the 2011 SURE pro-
gram or other Farm Service Agency programs, contact
your local FSA office or visit the Farm Service Agency
website at www.fsa.usda.gov



http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas�

Highly Erodible Land and Wetland
Compliance

Landowners and operators are reminded that in order
to receive payments from USDA, compliance with
Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation
(WC) provisions is required. Farmers with HEL deter-
mined soils must comply with tillage,
b & €4 crop residue, and rotation require-
"'»0 ments as specified in their conserva-
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tion plan.
?ii@ Producers should notify FSA prior to
conducting land clearing or drainage
projects to insure compliance. If you intend to clear any
trees to create new cropland, these areas will need to be
reviewed to ensure any work will not jeopardize your
eligibility for benefits.

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-
1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and
Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification to determine
whether a referral to Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) is necessary.

For more information on Highly Erodible Land and
Wetland Conservation provisions, contact a FSA County
Office or visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov

-

Marketing Assistance Loans (MAL)

Short-term financing is available through FSA’s low
interest commodity loans for eligible harvested produc-
tion. A nine-month Marketing Assistance Loan pro-
vides financing that allows producers to store produc-
tion for later marketing at a potentially better price. The
crop may be stored on farm or in a warehouse.

Loans are available for producers who share in the
risk of producing the eligible commodity
and maintain beneficial interest in the crop
through the duration of the loan. Benefi-
cial interest means retaining the ability to
make decisions about the commodity, re-
sponsibility for loss because of damage to |
the commodity and title to the commodi- §
ty. Once beneficial interest in a commodi-
ty is lost, it is ineligible for a loan, even if
you regain beneficial interest.

The deadline to request a grain loan is March 31,
2013, for wheat and oats and May 31, 2013, for corn,
soybeans and sorghum.

Special Accommodations

Special accommodations will be made upon request for
individuals with disabilities, vision impairment or hearing
impairment. If accommodations are required, individuals
should notify the county FSA office staff in person or by
phone. This service is provided for office visits and any
special event sponsored by FSA.

Hispanic and Women Farmer and
Rancher Claims Period

Hispanic and women farmers and ranchers who
allege discrimination by the USDA in past decades
can file claims until March 25, 2013.

The process offers a voluntary alternative to liti-
gation for each Hispanic or female farmer and ranch-
er who can prove that USDA denied their applica-
tions for loan or loan servicing assistance for dis-
criminatory reasons for certain time periods between
1981 and 2000.

As announced in February 2011, the voluntary
claims process will make available at least $1.33 bil-
lion for cash awards and tax relief payments, plus up
to $160 million in farm debt relief to eligible Hispan-
ic and women farmers and ranchers. There are no
filing fees to participate in the program.

USDA will continue reaching out to potential His-
panic and female claimants, around the country to
inform those who may be eligible for this program.

Website: www.farmerclaims.gov

Phone: 1-888-508-4429

Deadline for Claims: March 25, 2013.
Claimants can obtain a claims package in the mail

by calling 1-888-509-4429 or by visiting the website
www.farmerclaims.gov

Beginning and Limited Resource
Farmers

FSA assists beginning farmers and members of
socially disadvantaged groups to finance agricultural
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan pro-
grams, FSA can provide financing to eligible appli-
cants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA
defines a beginning farmer as a person who:

e Has operated a farm for not more that 10 years

e  Will materially and substantially participate in
the operation of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, bor-
rower training and financial management pro-
gram sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of
the county’s median size.

Additional program information, loan applica-
tions and other materials, you may contact Farm
Loan Program team members. Farm Loan Programs
staff members for Kings County are located in the
FSA office in Visalia. They may be reached at (559)
734-8732. You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov



http://www.fsa.usda.gov�
http://www.farmerclaims.gov�
http://www.farmerclaims.gov�
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=fmlp&topic=landing�

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP)

The noninsured crop disaster assistance program
(NAP) is a federally funded program that helps producers
reduce their risk when growing food and fiber crops, spe-
cialty crops and crops for livestock feed. These benefits
are only available for crops for which the catastrophic
level of crop insurance is not available. Application for
coverage must be filed by the applicable crop’s applica-
tion closing date.

Production records for all crops must be reported to
FSA no later than the acreage reporting date for the crop
for the following year. FSA requires that any production
reported in a loss year be verified according to agency
specifications. NAP losses must be reported within 15
days of loss.

Controlled Substance

Any person convicted under federal or state law of a
controlled substance violation could be ineligible for
USDA payments or benefits. Violations include planting,
harvesting or growing a prohibited plant. Prohibited
plants include marijuana, opium poppies and other drug
producing plants.

FSA Signature Policy

Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of
each other for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation
programs in which either has an interest. This option is
automatically available unless a written request for exclu-
sion is made to the county office staff by either spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule. Spouses may not sign
on behalf of each other for partnerships, joint ventures,
corporations or other similar entities.

Individual signatures are also required on certain Farm
Loan Program and Farm Storage Facility Loan docu-
ments.

For more clarification on spousal signature authority,
contact your local FSA office.

Appeal Process

After an FSA official makes a decision on a request for
USDA services or application, the producer will be sent a
letter informing him/her of the decision and options that
can be pursued.

Generally, program participants have three choices —
an informal review with the original agency decision-
maker, an opportunity for mediation and finally an appeal
to the next level of authority within the agency. County
office staff has further details.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure
Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agri-
cultural land to report their purchases or sales of prop-
erty to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service
Agency administers this program for USDA.

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have
purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are
required to report the transaction to FSA within 90
days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form
(FSA-153) could result in civil penalties of up to 25
percent of the fair market value of the property. Coun-
ty government offices, realtors, attorneys and others
involved in real estate transactions are reminded to
notify foreign investors of these reporting require-
ments.

Farming Operation Changes

Producers who have bought or sold land, or added
or dropped rented land from their operation must
report those changes to the FSA office as soon as
possible. A copy of the deed or recorded land con-
tract for purchased property is needed to maintain
accurate records with FSA. Fail- o
ure to report changes can lead to /,_Il
possible program ineligibility and

A
penalties. While making record E#%j\\‘f_a
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updates, be sure to update signa-

ture authorizations.'Making rec- NARACUNA W
ord changes now will save time in

the Spring.

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the county
office because of work schedules, distance, health,
etc., FSA has a power of attorney form available that
allows producers to designate another person to con-
duct business at the office. If interested, contact our
office or any Farm Service Agency office for more
information.

Bank Account Changes

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be
electronically transferred into a bank account. In order
for timely payments to be made, producers need to
notify the FSA county office when an account has
been changed or if another financial institution pur-
chases the bank where payments are sent. Payments
can be delayed if the FSA office is not aware of up-
dates to bank accounts and bank routing numbers.



Dates to Remember

Jan. 21 FSA Offices closed, Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Holiday

Jan 31 Last day to apply for LDP for Unshorn Lamb Pelts
March 1 NAP 2013 Sales Closing Date for all annual crops

2013 Acreage Report due for wheat, barley, oats, seed alfalfa, fruit/nut crops

March 15 *Please note that this is a change from previous years

March 25 [Hispanic and Women Farmer and Rancher Claims Period Ends

May 15 2013 Acreage Report due for Grapes

June 7 SURE applications due for 2011 crop year

Acreage Reporting Time

Acreage reporting deadline dates have changed for the 2013 crop year. If you COllnty Office Staff
have crops which are planted, please call the office to schedule an appointment to
file your acreage report. Calling ahead will allow our office to provide you with County Executive Director
better customer service. You will need to provide planting dates at the time of the Kathy L Sargent
report. For permanent crops, in addition to the planting dates, you will need tree
spacing, and the number of trees per acre. For wheat plantings, you will need to Program Technicians
notify FSA whether your wheat variety is red, white or durum. Joan Avila
- - - Winifred Brogan
Crop Practice/Final Repor_tmg Lillian Hernandez
. Plant Dates Deadlines Nathan Olson
Perennial Forage
(Alfalfa), Native December 15,2012 County Committee
Grass & Clover Ceil Howe I1I
Honey January 2, 2013 Ralph Alcala Jr.
Planted 9/1- Brent Gilkey
Sugar Beets 12/31/ January 15, 2013 Michael Miya—Advisor
Citrus Crops January 15, 2013
Farm Loan Team Members
Wheat/Barley/ Fall Seeded March 15, 2013 (located in Visalia FSA Office)
Oats Tom Roberts
Alfalfa Seed, Al- Patricia Miller
e vl
Peaches’ N?actar— March 15, 2013
. ! Phone: (559) 585-8732 Ext 2
ines, Prunes, Wal-
nuts, Pistachios Fax: (559) 584-8715
Grapes May 15, 2013 Farm Loan Phone: (559) 734-8732
Sugar Beets Planted 1/1-4/30 May 15, 2013 Office Hours:
Corn, COttOﬂ, Dry 8:00 am —4:30 pm
Bean_s, Tomatoes, Monday — Friday
Grain Sorghum, July 15, 2013
Onions, Safflower
and all other crops
Sugar Beets Planted 5/1-6/30 July 15, 2013

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs,
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410,
or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish
Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 4
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