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Los Angeles, Orange, 
San Bernardino 
County FSA Office 
 
Address 
44811Date Ave., Ste. B 
Lancaster, CA 93534 
 
Telephone 
(661) 942-9549 ext. 100 
(661) 942-5503 fax  
 
Website 
www.fsa.usda.gov 
www.fsa.usda.gov/ca 
 
Hours 
Monday – Friday  
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
 
County Executive 
Director 
Douglas Brand  
 
County Staff 
Marilynn Wells,  
Program Technician 
 
Farm Loan Manager  
Thomas Hunton 
(661) 336-0967 ext. 116 
 
County Committee 
Terry Munz 
Richard Manassero 
Paul Johnson 
Patricia Van Dam 
 
Advisor 
Bennie Moore, Jr. 

 

 

 

 

 

County Committee Voting 
Begins 

 

Ballots for this year’s County Committee 
election will be mailed to eligible voters on 
November 4, 2011. Voters must complete 
their ballots and return them to the Farm 
Service Agency County Office by the close 
of business on December 5, 2011. If 
mailed, ballots must be postmarked by 
midnight December 5, 2011. 
 

The area served by our FSA Committee is 
divided into four Local Administrative 
Areas (LAAs). One member on the 
committee represents each LAA and serves 
a 3-year term.  This year, LAA #2 
(Redlands area and Inland Empire area of 
San Bernardino County) is up for election.  
 
The candidates for LAA #2 are: William 
Jacinto, Dr. Pamela Miller, Antonio 
Rodriguez, and Patricia Van Dam.  
 

Eligible voters in LAA #2 who have not 
received a ballot should contact the FSA 
county office staff. 
 

Voter Requirements - Persons meeting 
requirements in 1 or 2, plus 3, below, are 
eligible to vote: 
1. Legal voting age and have an interest in a 

farm or ranch as any of the following:  an 
individual, an authorized representative 
of an entity, spouses when property is 
owned jointly or in community property 
states.   

2. Not of legal voting age, but supervises 
and conducts the farming operations on 
an entire farm.   

3. Participates or cooperates in any FSA 
program that is provided by law.   

 

Discrimination Prohibited – No person 
shall be denied the right to vote because of 
race, color, national origin, sex, religion, 
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual 
orientation or marital or family status.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Move with FSA to Instant 
Electronic Information 

 

The USDA Farm Service Agency offices are 
moving toward a paperless operation. 
 

Producers can now enroll in the new 
GovDelivery system for notices, newsletters 
and electronic reminders and discontinue their 
slow and costly paper copies received through 
the mail.  
 

FSA, like many other organizations, is working 
smarter and more efficiently. Conversion to 
electronic notifications via email helps 
conserve resources and save taxpayer dollars. 
 

County Committee ballots will continue to be 
mailed to all eligible producers. 
 

Subscribe now to receive free e-mail updates 
by going to http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe 
or use the box “Sign up for updates” on the 
FSA homepage.  

 

2012 DCP/ACRE Signup 
 

2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program 
(DCP) enrollment begins January 23, 2012 and 
ends June 1, 2012.   
 

Here are IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 
1. All producers planting on DCP base acres 

must be identified on the DCP/ACRE 
contract and receive a proportionate share of 
DCP/ACRE payment for the farm.  

 

2. Changes on the farm after enrolling June 1st 
in DCP/ACRE must be reported to your 
local FSA office such as: 
 Ownership changes 
 Producer changes (Individuals and 

Entities) 
 Change in crop shares arrangements 

 
3. Changes cannot be made after September 

30, 2012.   



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supplemental Revenue 
Assistance Program (SURE) 

 

The sign-up for 2010 losses begins 
November 14, 2011 and will end June 1, 
2012.   
 

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance 
Program (SURE) provides benefits for farm 
revenue losses due to natural disasters that 
incurred in the crop year 2010.  SURE is 
available to eligible producers on: 
 Farms in counties with Secretarial 

disaster declarations, including 
contiguous counties that have incurred at 
least a 10% crop production or quality 
loss, or both.  All economically 
significant crops grown by a producer are 
eligible, except grazed crops.  

 Any farm in which disaster-related 
conditions reduced the actual crop year 
production on the farm to 50 percent or 
less than normal production of the farm. 

 
Disaster Assistance 

Programs 
 

The array of FSA disaster assistance 
programs include: 
 Emergency Assistance for Livestock, 

Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish 
(ELAP) 

 Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP) 

 Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) 
 Tree Assistance Program (TAP) 
 Supplemental Revenue Assistance 

Payments (SURE) Program 
 

To be eligible for SURE, TAP, and ELAP, 
producers must purchase catastrophic risk 
protection insurance for all insurable crops, 
and coverage for non-insurable crops.  For 
LFP, grazed land must be covered. 
 

Farm-Raised Fish means all fish being 
produced for sale by an eligible producer.  
In the case of honey, the term "farm" means 
all bees and beehives in all counties that are 
intended to be harvested for a honey crop 
by the eligible producer. 
 

Producers who meet the definition of 
Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource 
Producer or Beginning Farmer or Rancher 
do not have to meet this risk management 
purchase requirement. 

MILC Program 
Start Month Changes 

 

October 1, 2011 marks the start of a new 
Milk Income Loss Contract (MILC) 
payment period for FY 2012.    
 

You will begin receiving your payment on 
the month indicated on your CCC-580 
MILC, unless a change in your start month 
is requested.  If you did not designate a start 
month for FY2012, you will receive 
payment for the month you selected in 
FY2011 by default.   
 

If you would like to change your 
production start month for FY 2012, you 
must request the change on or before the 
14th of the month before the: 

 Month originally designated as the 
production start month 

 Newly selected started month. 
 

For example, if your FY2012 start month 
is January 2012 and you would like to 
change it to March 2012, you would have 
to request the change on or before 
December 14, 2011.  If you would like to 
change your FY2012 start month from 
April 2012 to February 2012, you would 
have to request the change on or before 
Jan. 14, 2012.  Changes must be made in 
advance of payment rates being known by 
the public for both the original production 
start month that the dairy operation is 
changing from and the start month that the 
dairy operation is changing to. 
 

Any changes or modifications to an existing 
MILC contract must be made by 
completing and filing a CCC-580M form 
with our FSA office.  Changes not only 
include the start month request, but changes 
such as movement of a dairy facility, 
changes in the business type, addition or 
deletion of partners, and any other changes 
that may affect the structure of the dairy 
operation.  
 

For additional information on the MILC 
program, contact Marilynn Wells at (661) 
942-9549 ext. 100. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
2012 NAP Coverage 

 

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) was designed to reduce 
financial losses that occur when natural 
disasters cause a catastrophic loss of 
production or prevented planting of an 
eligible crop.  NAP provides coverage 
equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) insurance. 
Statutes limit NAP coverage to each 
commercial crop or agricultural 
commodity, except livestock, for which 
CAT is not available.  
 

Application deadlines for 2012 NAP 
coverage for a variety of crops are coming 
up in the next few months. The closing 
dates for Los Angeles, Orange, and San 
Bernardino counties are summarized for the 
specific crops below: 
  

NAP Crops 
 

2012 
Application 

Closing Dates 
Strawberries Oct. 1, 2011 
Forage/Hay Crops 
(Intended use as Hay – 
Mechanically Harvested) 

Dec. 1, 2011 

Honey Dec. 1, 2011 
Onions Dec. 1, 2011 
Forage Crops (Intended 
use of Grazing) 

Dec. 1, 2011 

Almonds, Apricots, Kiwis, 
Cherries, Mint, Olives, 
Nectarines, Peaches, Pears, 
Grapes, Pistachios, Plums,  

 
Dec. 15, 2011 

2013 Avocados/Citrus Jan. 1, 2012 
Apples Jan. 31, 2012 
All other 2012 Annual 
Crops 

March 1, 2012 

 

The cost for coverage is now $250 per crop 
per producer with a $750 cap per county, 
not to exceed $1,875 per producer for all 
counties. 
 

Producers who already have coverage on 
2011 NAP crops may choose to continue 
coverage on the same crop or crops for 
2012, if the applicable service fee is 
submitted by the application closing date.  
 

Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) 
or delete a crop(s) from previous year’s 
coverage or changing crop shares must file 
a new CCC-471 with signatures and pay the 
applicable service fee.  
 

For more information and specific NAP 
crop deadlines, contact our FSA office. 

Hispanic and Women Farmers 
 

A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic 
and women farmers and ranchers who believe 
they were discriminated against when seeking 
USDA farm loans has been established. 
 

If you believe that the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) improperly 
denied farm loan benefits to you between 1981 
and 2000 because you are Hispanic or because 
you are female, you may be eligible to apply 
for compensation. 
 

For additional information on this and other 
settlement issues contact: 

 

 Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims 
Process: 
www.farmerclaims.gov or call  
1-888-508-4429   
 

 Pigford – The Black Farmers 
Discrimination Litigation: 
www.blackfarmercase.com or call  
1-866-950-5547  
 

 Keepseagle  - The Native American 
Farmers Class Action Settlement: 
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call  
1-888-233-5506   

 
Adjusted Gross Income Report 

to IRS – Act Now 
 

Producers should remember they must submit 
an Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) verification 
consent form (CCC-931) to maintain eligibility 
for 2010 and 2011 program benefits.  
 

Individuals and legal entities now are using 
one form: CCC-931 Certification and Consent. 
 

The consent form authorizes IRS to verify that 
a producer’s AGI is within the requirements 
for FSA programs eligibility. Producers who 
failed to file these forms before September 
2011 will receive a final notice from the 
National Office. This notice will give the 
producer a final opportunity to submit the 
CCC-931 prior to becoming ineligible for all 
program payments (with the exception of some 
earlier multi-year CRP contracts.) The letter 
will provide instruction on where the 
completed form must be sent.  
 

Dates to Remember 
Nov. 14 2010 SURE 

Begins 
Nov. 24 Office Closed –  

Thanksgiving  
Dec. 5 Return COC 

Election Ballots 
Deadline 

Dec. 26 Office Closed – 
Christmas 

Jan. 2 Office Closed – 
New Years 

Various 
Dates 

NAP – 
Application 
Closing Dates 



USDA Farm Service Agency 
Los Angeles, Orange,  
San Bernardino County 
44811 N. Date Ave., Suite B 
Lancaster, CA 93534 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appeal Process – After an FSA official makes a decision on your request or application for USDA services, you will be 
sent a letter informing you of the decision and options you can pursue if you disagree. Generally, appellants have 3 
choices; an informal review with the original agency decision-maker; an opportunity for mediation; and finally an appeal to 
the next level of authority within the Agency.  
 

Reasonable Accommodations – Will be made, upon request, for individuals with disabilities, vision impaired or hearing 
impairment. If accommodations are required, please call this office @ 661 942-9549. 
 

Civil Rights Complaint Process – Any person, class or group of persons may file a discrimination complaint within 180 
days of an alleged discriminatory action. Complaints may be filed in writing or orally with the agency head, any designated 
agency head, any designated agency official or the Secretary of Agriculture, USDA, Washington, DC 20250. Assistance in 
filing a complaint can be obtained by calling or visiting any FSA office. 

 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, 
sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from 
any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  
 

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer. 
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