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    Voting 

Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters 
beginning Nov. 6, and must be returned to the 
county office by the close of business on Dec. 
7, or postmarked by midnight Dec. 7, 2009. 

Agricultural producers of legal voting age can 
vote if they participate or cooperate in any 
FSA program. A person who is not of legal 
voting age but supervises and conducts the 
farming operations on an entire farm can also 
vote.  

No one can be denied the right to vote 
because of race, color, national origin, sex, 
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sex-
ual orientation or marital or family status. 
 
Candidate Eligibility 

To hold office as a county committee 
member, a person must meet the basic eligi-
bility criteria: 
 Participate or cooperate in a program ad-

ministered by FSA 
 Be eligible to vote in a county committee 

election 
 Reside in the LAA in which the person is 

a candidate 
 Not have been: 

 Removed or disqualified from the of-
fice of county committee member, al-
ternate or employee 

 Removed for cause from any public  
office or have been convicted of fraud, 
larceny, embezzlement or any felony 

 Dishonorably discharged from any 
branch of the armed services. 

For additional clarification about county 
Committee elections, contact your local 

FSA office staff.  
 
 

 
 
 

The USDA promotes healthy lifestyles with exercise 
and healthy eating. 
 
To start your healthy lifestyle run the Eye-Q Two Cities 
Marathon, Half or 4 Person Relay. 
www.RunFresno.com 

     County Committee Elections
 “FSA Counts on You” 

Since COC elections happen only once a 
year, here is an election refresher. For elec-
tion purposes, counties are divided into local 
administrative areas, or LAAs. Each LAA 
selects one producer to serve a three-year 
term on the Farm Service Agency county 
committee. 

Each year, an election is held in an LAA 
to replace the committee member whose 
three-year term is expiring. In counties with 
three LAAs, one seat is up for election. In 
combined counties in some years, two seats 
may be up for election. 

Nominations                                           
Candidate nominations for the FSA county 
committee election will be accepted June 15 
through Aug. 3, 2009.  

Producers who are residents in the LAA 
holding the election and who participate or 
cooperate in an FSA program and are of legal 
voting age may be nominated to serve on the 
county committee. 

Individuals may nominate themselves or 
others as candidates.  Also, organizations rep-
resenting socially disadvantaged minorities 
and women farmers or ranchers may also 
nominate candidates. 

The nomination form, FSA-669A, is 
available at the county office or may be 
downloaded from 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/we-
bapp?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topi
c=cce.   

To be valid, the nomination form must be 
signed by the person being nominated, indicat-
ing agreement to serve if elected.   The com-
pleted nomination form must be returned to the 
county office by the close of business on Aug. 3, 
or postmarked by midnight Aug. 3, 2009. 
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    DCP & ACRE Signup Deadline 
Signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-cyclical 

Payment (DCP) Program has been extended until 
August 14, 2009. FSA will not accept any late-filed 
applications.  Signup in the ACRE option is also 
available through August 14, 2009. 

  FSA computes DCP Program payments using 
base acres and payment yields established for each 
farm.  Eligible producers receive direct payments at 
rates established by statute regardless of market 
prices.  For 2009, you may request to receive ad-
vance direct payments based on 22 percent of the di-
rect payment for each commodity associated with the 
farm.  Counter-cyclical payment rates vary depend-
ing on market prices and are issued only when prices 
fall below a threshold level.   

 

Crop Reporting 
The annual requirement of reporting to the FSA 

office can be referred to as crop reporting, acreage re-
porting, or crop certification.  Filing an accurate and 
timely report for all crops and land uses, including 
failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for a vari-
ety of Farm Service Agency programs. All cropland 
on the farm must be reported to receive benefits from 
the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, marketing 
assistance loans and Load Deficiency Payments. 

The certification form FSA-578, Report of Acre-
age, must account for all cropland on a farm, whether 
idle or planted. The producer certification deadline for 
spring seeded crops and permanent crops is July 15. 

CRP & NAP Certification 

Conservation Reserve Program acreage must be re-
ported to receive annual rental payments. And, crop 
acreage for Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) must also be reported.  

Prevented Planting: 

Prevented planting is to be reported no later than 
15 calendar days after the final planting date. 

Failed Acreage: 

Reports of failed acreage must be filed before dis-
position of the crop, and producers must be able to es-
tablish to the satisfaction of the county committee that 
the crop failed and was prevented from being re-
planted through the normal planting period because of 
natural disaster conditions. 

 

 

 

Farm Reconstitutions 
     For FSA program purposes, tracts having the same 
owner and the same operator is grouped under one farm 
serial number.  When changes in ownership or operation 
take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. 

     The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of com-
bining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the 
farming operation.  Remember, to be effective for the 
current year, recons must be requested by August 1 for 
farms enrolled in specific programs. 

Banking Changes? 
     Almost all Farm Service Agency payments are made 
electronically using Direct Deposit. This innovation has 
cut down on the number of missing and late payments 
and reduced the time required to move funds.  It has been 
calculated that having a problem with a payment is 20 
times greater with checks than with Direct Deposit.  An-
other benefit is that Direct Deposit to your account can 
be made within 48 hours. 

     To keep the system running smoothly, it’s critical to 
keep the county office staff up to date on changes you 
might make in your financial institutions. 

     If you have changed accounts or institutions that 
might affect the direct deposit of your FSA payments, 
contact the FSA county office so we can update our files 
to insure continued uninterrupted service. 

 

Changes in Payment Limitations  
The applicability of payment limitation provisions 

has expanded over the last 39 years to include more 
programs.  See below for key changes. 

New forms for 2009 and subsequent years 
Anyone that plans to participate in 2009 programs is 
required to submit a completed CCC-902, CCC-926, 
and CCC-901, if applicable, for payment eligibility and 
payment limitation purposes.  The form used prior to 
2009 was named CCC-502. 

Another change for 2009, all must make a contribu-
tion in an entity 

All partners, stockholders, or members with an own-
ership interest in the legal entity must make an active 
contribution, whether compensated or not compen-
sated. That active contribution must include: 

 personal labor, or 

 active personal management,  

 or a combination of active personal labor and active 
personal management to the farming operation; 

Note: that there are exceptions for spouses. 
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Power of Attorney 
 

For those who find it difficult to visit the county 
office personally because of work schedules, dis-
tance, health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney form 
available that enables you to designate another per-
son to conduct your business at the office. 

 
 If you are interested, please contact our office 

or any Farm Service Agency office near you for 
more information. If you want a crop loan, a power 
of attorney form will need to be completed for hus-
band and wife, if both do not come into the office to 
sign the forms on the day the loan is disbursed.  

 

NAP Production Reporting 
Production records for individual crops need to be 
filed with our office to establish an approved NAP 
yield.  If this is the first year you participated in 
NAP, you can provide production and acreage in-
formation from prior years to establish your yield.  
If you participated in NAP in previous years, you 
must report your production and acreage on a 
yearly basis to keep your yield up-to-date.  Records 
submitted must be reliable or verifiable.  Records 
need to show crop disposition.  We recommend 
producers submit 2009 production records as soon 
as harvest is complete.  All production records 
must be submitted by the subsequent crop 
year’s final acreage reporting date. 
 

Timely Filing of Loss 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report 
failed acreage and prevented planting and may be 
completed by any producer with an interest in the 
crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required on 
for ALL CROPS INCLUDING GRASSES. For 
losses on crops covered by the Non-insured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and 
crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576 (notice 
of loss) in the FSA County Office within 15 days 
of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses 
become apparent.  

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report 
and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days 
of the final planting date for the crop. 

 

 
 

Opportunity to participate in locally led 
conservation. 
 
The Chowchilla Red Top Resource Conservation Dis-
trict is looking for an individual to serve on their Board 
of Directors.  
 
Resource Conservation Districts (RCDs), once known 
as Soil Conservation Districts, are "special districts" of 
the state of California, set up under California law to be 
locally governed agencies with their own locally ap-
pointed, independent boards of directors. Although 
RCDs are established locally by the rules of a county's 
Local Agency Formation Committee (LAFCO), and 
they often have close ties to county government, they 
are not county government entities.  For more informa-
tion, visit http://carcd.org/about.php 

The Chowchilla Red Top RCD covers the northern por-
tion of the county of Madera from the San Joaquin 
River to the foothills east of Hensley and Eastman 
Lakes.   Board Directors must reside within the district 
boundaries.  The existing Board of Directors is looking 
for another director, preferably from the foothill region 
east of the Madera canal. 
  
For more information, contact Rob Roy with the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service at 559-674-2108 
ext 3. 
  

Dairy Workshop 
Dairy Community Outreach for Madera, Merced and 
Fresno. 

Date: Thursday, July 23, 2009 
Time: 9:30 am 
Location: Madera Farm Bureau 
Admission and lunch: Free 
For more information contact Gary Ford at 559-674-
2108 ext 115 
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, ge-
netic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance pro-
grams. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.” 

Madera County FSA Office 
425 N Gateway Dr, Ste E 
Madera, CA 93637 

 
 
 
 
 

2009 Compliance 
Compliance and spot checks will once again be utilized during the 

2009 crop year.  Instead of locally selecting farms, contracts, deficiency 
loans, etc. for spot check and review, a nationwide selection of producers 
is used to achieve an adequate statistical sampling of participating pro-
ducers.  Spot check selections are to be conducted based on a producer’s 
participation in Conservation Reserve Program, Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program, Loan Deficiency Program, etc. 

State and county offices shall view and print their producer spot 
check lists as posted on the designated web site.  If an entity is selected 
from the national database that is no longer farming or participating in 
the 2009 crop year, a notation shall be made on the spot check list.  For 
more information about the new spot check selection procedure, feel free 
to contact your local office. 

 

Special Accommodations 
Reasonable accommodations will be made, upon request, for individu-

als with disabilities, vision impairment, or hearing impairment to attend or 
participate in meetings or events sponsored by the Farm Service 
Agency. If you require special accommodations to attend or participate in 
one of our events, please call the FSA county office and we will be happy 
to make any needed arrangements.  

Dates to Remember 

Continuous 
Continuous Conservation Reserve 
Program 

  
June 15, 2009 COC Nomination period opens 
April 27 to Au-
gust 14, 2009 

ACRE program signup period 

July 15, 2009 Deadline to certify crops planted 
  
Aug. 3, 2009 Deadline to file COC Nomination 
Aug. 14, 2009 DCP / ACRE Signup Deadline 

Selected Interest Rates for 
June  2009 

90-Day Treasury Bill  0.125% 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct  2.25% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct  4.25% 
Farm Ownership Loans —  
Down Payment 

 1.50% 

Emergency Loans  3.75% 


