
   

 USDA computes DCP payments using base acres 
and payment yields established for each farm. Eli-
gible producers receive direct payments at rates 
established by statute regardless of market prices. 
For 2011, eligible producers may request ad-
vanced direct payments based on 22 percent of the 
direct payment. 

For more information on this or other FSA pro-
grams, contact the nearest FSA office.   

NAP Enrollment 
Producers must apply for coverage before a disas-
ter strikes.  Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) applications for coverage must be 
filed using Form CCC-471 and pay the applicable 
service fees by the closing date.  Application clos-
ing dates vary by crop.  Madera County producers 
can contact the FSA Office for specific crop appli-
cation sales closing dates at: (559) 674-4628. 

Note that insurance coverage on all crops is re-
quired to remain eligible for the agency’s Disaster 
Assistance Programs such as SURE, LFP, TAP 
and ELAP.  Producers must purchase at least 
catastrophic (CAT) level of insurance for all in-
surable crops. 

NAP is federally funded program that provides 
coverage to producers for non-insurable crops 
when low yields, loss of inventory or prevented 
planting occurs due to natural disasters.  Crops 
eligible for NAP coverage are those for which 
crop insurance is no available, including fruits and 
vegetables, aquaculture, pecans, turf grass and 
forage crops just to name a few. 

(Continued on page 2) 

SURE Program 

 
The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program 
(SURE) provides benefits for farm revenue 
losses due to natural disasters. SURE sign up for 
crop year 2009 losses runs from Jan. 10 to July 
29, 2011. Deadlines for 2010 and 2011 crop 
years will be announced later.  
To be eligible for SURE payments, a producer 
is required to obtain crop insurance on all crops 
in all counties or, if crop insurance is not avail-
able, to participate in the Non-Insured Assis-
tance Program (NAP) except for grazed acreage.  
This requirement does not apply for crops that 
are not of economic significance or where the 
administrative fee required to buy NAP cover-
age exceeds 10% of the value of the crop cover-
age. 
The following conditions are required to trigger 
SURE payments:   
• at least one crop of economic significance 
must suffer a 10% production loss due to an eli-
gible disaster condition 
• crop of economic significance is a crop that 
has contributed or would have contributed at 
lease 5% or more of the total expected revenue 
from all crops on the farm 
• producers in counties declared disaster coun-
ties by the Secretary of Agriculture, or in con-
tiguous counties, or those who show proof of an 
individual loss of at least 50% are eligible to 
receive SURE payments for crop loses or crop 
quality losses.  Losses are measured with con-
sideration to the whole-farm revenue, which 
includes crop insurance indemnities and com-
modity program payments, so that producers are 
not paid more than once for the same loss.  
       
2011 DCP Signup  
 
Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) will continue through 
June 1, 2011. USDA urges producers to make 
use of the eDCP automated website to sign up, 
or producers can visit any USDA Service Center 
to complete their 2011 DCP contract. 
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Acreage Certification 
 
Time is nearing for producers to certify their 2011 acreage.  
Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops and land uses, 
including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can 
prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of programs. 

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster 
event and before disposition of the crop. Prevented planting 
must be reported no later than 15 days after the final planting 
date. 

Farm Reconstitutions 

At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group all tracts having the 
same owner and the same operator under one farm serial 
number.  When changes in ownership or operation take place, 
a farm reconstitution is necessary.  If multiple owners and/or 
operators do not agree about program participation and want 
to separate acres by programs, for example to enter only a 
segment of property into the new ACRE program, then pro-
ducers should inquire about a reconstitution of the farm at the 
local FSA office. 

The reconstitution—or recon—is the process of combining or 
dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming opera-
tion.  NOTE:  to be effective for the current year, recons must 
be requested by August 1, 2011 for farms enrolled in specific 
programs.. 

AGI and the IRS 
USDA has a Memorandum of Understanding with the Inter-
nal Revenue Service to establish an electronic information 
exchange process for verifying compliance with the adjusted 
gross income (AGI) provisions for farm programs.  Written 
consent will be required from each producer or payment re-
cipient for the tax review process.  No actual tax data will be 
included in the verification report that IRS sends to FSA.   

The agreement ensures that payments are not issued to pro-
ducers whose AGI exceeds certain limits.  The limits set in 
the 2008 Farm Bill are $500,000 nonfarm average AGI for 
commodity and disaster programs; $750,000 farm average 
AGI for direct payments; and $1 million nonfarm average 
AGI for conservation programs.  
 
Participants in CCC programs subject to average AGI rules 
must submit form CCC-927 (Individual) and/or CCC-928 
(Legal Entity) to the Internal Revenue Service by June 15 to 
avoid interruption of program benefits.  These forms may be 
obtained from local FSA and NRCS offices. 

 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

More information about NAP may be found on the FSA 
web site located at http://www.fsa.usda.gov 

NAP Records 
Production records for individual crops need to be filed at 
the FSA office to establish an approved NAP yield.  If this 
is your first year in NAP, you can provide production and 
acreage information from prior years to establish your 
yield.  If you participated in NAP in previous years, you 
must report your production and acreage on a yearly basis 
to keep your yield up-to-date.  Records submitted must be 
reliable or verifiable and need to show crop disposi-
tion.  We recom-
mend producers 
submit produc-
tion records as 
soon as harvest is 
complete.  All 
production re-
cords must be 
submitted by the 
subsequent crop 
year’s final acre-
age reporting 
date. 

NAP Loss Filing 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acre-
age and prevented planting and may be completed by any 
producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing the No-
tice of Loss is required for ALL CROPS INCLUDING 
GRASSES. For losses on crops covered by the Non-insured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop, you 
must file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County 
Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or 
when losses become apparent.  

Farm Record Changes 
 
June 1, 2011 is the deadline 
to provide changes to your 
farm records at the local 
FSA office for the 2011 crop 
year.  If you are changing 
your operation entity type, 
adding or dropping cropland 
or farms, or adding entities 
to your operation, contact the 
FSA county office by June 1.   

 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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FSA 

Power of Attorney  
 
      For those who find it difficult to visit the county 
office in person because of work schedules, distance, 
health, etc., FSA has a power of attorney form (FSA-
211) available that enables you to designate another 
person to conduct your business at the office. This form 
can be notarized by a licensed notary or by a county 
office employee.  If you are interested, please contact 
our office or any Farm Service Agency office nearest 
you for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hispanic and Women Farmers 

A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and women 
farmers and ranchers who believe they were discrimi-
nated against when seeking USDA farm loans is being 
established. 

If you believe that the United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) improperly 

denied farm loan benefits to you during certain time peri-
ods between 1981 and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or 
because you are female, you may be eligible to apply for 
compensation. 

For additional information on this claims process and 
other settlement issues contact: 

Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims 
Process, please visit: 

www.farmerclaims.gov or call 1-888-508
-4429;   

Pigford – The Black Farmers Discrimi-
nation Litigation, please visit: 

www.blackfarmercase.com or call 1-866-
950-5547;  

Keepseagle  - The Native American 
Farmers Class Action Settlement 
please visit: 
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 1-
888-233-5506.   
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April 30 Final date to report small grain crops 

June 1 DCP Sign Up Ends 

June 1 ACRE Sign Up Ends 

 June 1 Deadline to change farm records 

 July 15 All other acreage reports due 

July 15 Nap production due 

July 29 Final date to apply for SURE 
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