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DCP/ACRE Sign-up

2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program
(DCP) enrollment opened on Jan. 23, 2012
and closes on June 1, 2012. Call now for an
appointment at the local office. Here are
some IMPORTANT REMINDERS:

1) All producers planting on DCP base acres
must be identified on the DCP/ACRE con-
tract and receive a proportionate share of
DCP/ACRE payment for the farm.

2) Changes on the farm after enrolling June
1* in DCP/ACRE must be reported to your
local FSA office including: ownership
changes, producer changes (individuals and
entities) and changes in crop shares arrange-
ments. Note: All changes must be made by
Sept. 30, 2012.

Supplemental Revenue
Assistance Program (SURE)

The sign-up for 2010 SURE losses con-
tinues through June 1, 2012.

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Program (SURE) provides benefits for farm
revenue losses due to natural disasters that
incurred in the crop year 2010. SURE is
available to eligible producers on:

Farms in counties with Secretarial disaster
declarations, including contiguous counties,
that have incurred crop production or quality
losses, or both, and includes all crops grown
by a producer nationwide, except grazed
crops.

For counties without Secretarial declara-
tion - Any farm in which, for the crop year,
the actual production on the farm because of
disaster-related conditions is 50 percent or
less than normal production of the farm.

NEWSLETTER

Get GovDelivery — Free News,
Updates

Farm Service Agency offices are adopting an
instant delivery, electronic option. Producers
should now enroll in the new GovDelivery sys-
tem which will provide notices, newsletters
and reminders via email, rather than costly pa-
per copies delivered through the mail.

FSA, like many other organizations, is working
smarter and more efficiently. Conversion to
electronic notifications via email helps con-
serve resources and save taxpayer dollars.
County Committee ballots will continue to be
mailed to all eligible producers. Subscribe right
now to receive your free e-mail updates in-
stantly by going to: www.fsa.usda.gov/
subscribe

Paper newsletters are going away... Sign up
for GovDelivery today! See back page!

1099 -G

Producers who have received FSA pay-
ments should have received a CCC-1099-G,
a report to the IRS about FSA payments
made to producers the previous calendar
year. The report is a service to help partici-
pating producers report taxable income. It is
not intended to replace the program partici-
pant’s responsibility to report income to the
IRS.

When the CCC-1099-G is received, it
should be checked with your records to see
that the amounts are correct. Refunds will
no longer be reported on the 1099-G, but will
be available online from the FSA Financial
Inquiries (FSA-FI) web-based database. Pro-
gram participants with an eAuthentication
user ID and password may access their re-
fund information at FSA-FI and select
“Inquiry Type 1099/Refund Reports”. Re-
fund amounts are displayed on the Pro-
ducer’s Year-to-Date Activity web page.
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Changing Banks

Almost all Farm Service Agency pay-
ments are made electronically using Direct
Deposit.

To maintain efficient payment processing,
it is critical to keep the county office staff up
to date on changes you might make with
your financial institutions.

If you have made changes to accounts or
have changed banking institutions, these
changes might affect the direct deposit of
your FSA payments. When changes like
these are made, be sure to contact the FSA
county office so we can update our records to
ensure efficient and uninterrupted service.

Marketing Assistance Loans

Marketing Assistance Loans, also referred
to as Commodity Loans, are available to pro-
ducers who share in the risk of producing the
crop. To be eligible, you must maintain bene-
ficial interest in the crop through the time of
application. Once beneficial interest in a
commodity is lost, the commodity is ineligi-
ble for loan — even if you regain beneficial
interest.

Violating provisions of a marketing assis-
tance loan may trigger administrative ac-
tions, such as assessing liquidated damages,
calling in the loan and denial of future farm-
stored loans. The most common violations
are removing or disposing of a commodity
being used as loan collateral without prior
authorization and providing an incorrect
quantity certification.

Farming Operation Changes

If you have bought or sold land, or if you
have added or dropped rented land from your
operation, make sure you report the changes
to the office as soon as possible. You need to
provide a copy of your deed or recorded land
contract for pur-
chased property.
Failure to maintain

accurate records with FSA on all land you
have an interest in can lead to possible pro-
gram ineligibility and penalties. Making the
record changes now will save you time in the
spring. Update signature authorization when
changes in the operation occur. Producers
are reminded to contact the office of change
in operations on a farm so that records can be
kept current and accurate.

Change in
County
Committee

Thank you to
out going Com-
§ mitteemen

4 Lance Shebelut
(left) for 9 years
of service on the
Madera County Committee. And welcome
to Alfonso Gil (right) who was elected to
replace Lance as COC Member for LAA 3,
which is that area east of Hwy 99 from the
Merced County line to Fresno County line.

Farm Loan Programs

The Farm Service Agency is committed
to providing family farmers with loans to
meet their farm credit needs. If you are hav-
ing trouble getting the credit you need for
your farm, or regularly borrow from FSA,
direct and guaranteed loans are currently
available.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guar-
antee if you’ve had a setback and your lender
is reluctant to extend or renew your loan.
Farm ownership loans or farm operating
loans may be obtained as direct loans for a
maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed
loans have a maximum limit of $1,214,000.
The one-time loan origination fee charged on
FSA guaranteed farm ownership and operat-
ing loans has increased from 1 percent to 1.5
percent of the guaranteed portion of the loan,
for loans obligated after October 1, 2011.

To find out more about FSA loan programs,
contact the county office staff.



Average Adjusted Gross In-
come (AGI) Provisions

For 2012, there are now four qualifying
levels for AGI provisions as follows:

1. $500,000 Nonfarm Income-if a person
or legal entity has AGI nonfarm in-
come that exceeds, $500,000, the per-
son or legal entity is ineligible for all
commodity program payments and
benefits.

2. $750,000 Farm Income- if a person or
legal entity has AGI farm income that
exceeds $750,000, person or legal en-
tity is ineligible for DCP direct pay-
ments only.

3. $1,000,000 Nonfarm Income- if a per-
son or legal entity has AGI nonfarm
income that exceeds $1,000,000, the
person or legal entity is ineligible for
all conservation program benefits
unless at least 66.66% of the total AGI
is average adjusted gross farm income.

4. $1,000,000 Total Farm and Nonfarm
Income- if a person or legal entity has
AGI farm and nonfarm income that
exceeds $1,000,000, the person or le-
gal entity is ineligible for 2012 direct
payments under DCP.

Form CCC931 must be completed to
authorize the AGI certification process in
conjunction with the IRS. The average
AGI is based on the average adjusted gross
income for the three taxable years preced-
ing their most immediately preceding com-
plete taxable year. For the 2012 program
year, the three taxable years for AGI would
include 2008, 2009 and 2010.

Spousal Signatures

Husbands and wives may sign docu-
ments on behalf of each other for FSA and
Commodity Credit Corporation programs
in which either has an interest. This option
is automatically available unless a written
request for exclusion is made to the county
office staff by either spouse.

An exception to the rule: spouses may
not sign on behalf of each other for part-
nerships, joint ventures, corporations or
other similar entities. They cannot sign the
CCC931 AGI form for each other.

Individual signatures are also required on
certain Farm Loan Program and Farm Stor-
age Facility Loan documents. For more clari-
fication on spousal signature authority, feel
free to contact your local FSA office.

Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP)

The noninsured crop disaster assistance
program (NAP) is a federally funded pro-
gram that helps producers reduce their risk
when growing food and fiber crops, specialty
crops and crops for livestock feed. These
benefits are only available for crops for
which the catastrophic level of crop insur-
ance is not available. Application for cover-
age must be filed by the applicable crop’s
application closing date.

Production records and acreage reports
for all crops must be reported to FSA no later
than the acreage reporting date for the crop
for the following year. FSA requires that any
production reported in a loss year be verifi-
able according to Agency specifications.
NAP Losses must be reported within 15 days
of loss.

July 15 is the upcoming deadline for
annual crops in California. Contact your
FSA County Office for deadlines and more
information.

FORGET!
£
o (o Important Dates to

Remember

April 30 - Final date to report fall crops
June 1 - Final date for DCP Sign-ip

June 1 - Final date for 2010 SURE Sign-up
July 15 -Final date to report spring crops

Test your farm knowledge?

1.  How many glasses of milk can one cow produce
in one year?

2. How many honey bees does it take to produce a
tablespoon of honey?

3. What nut is the peach related to?

Answers

1. 46,000— am average cow producers 2,100 lbs of
milk a month.

2. 12 - Twelve bees must collect the nectar from
2,000 flowers to make 1 tablespoon of honey.

3. Almonds - Almonds are stone fruit and California
produces 80% of the worlds supply.
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How to Sign Up for GovDelivery — Free Service / Quicker Information

Producers, owners and others interested in keeping up to date with important FSA program deadlines and
information are strongly encouraged to sign up for GovDelivery. This new instant communication system
allows newsletters, deadline reminders and bulletins to be sent right to your email address. Here are the
simple steps to sign up.

1) To subscribe to updates, go to www.fsa.usda.gov

2) On the right side of the page under STAY CONNECTED, enter your email address in the box SIGN UP
FOR UPDATES.

3) Click GO.

4) Under SUBSCRIPTION TOPICS, click the plus symbol (+) next to UPDATES BY STATE AND
COUNTY.

5) Click the plus symbol (+) next to STATENAME.

6) Click the check box next to “STATENAME STATE OFFICE NEWSLETTER AND UPDATES.”

7) Click the check box next to the COUNTY OR COUNTIES you wish to subscribe to.

8) Scroll to the bottom of the page and click SUBMIT. A subscription notification will be sent to your
email address.

9) If you do not receive an email notification, check your junk mail folder and mark the email as “not
junk” to ensure proper delivery of future emails.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs,
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’'s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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