
 

2008 SURE Application Deadline is September 30th  
 
The deadline to submit USDA Farm Service Agency 2008 Supplemental Revenue        
Assistance (SURE) program payment applications is close of business on September 30, 
2010.  Applications not filed by September 30, 2010, will not receive a payment.  
 
SURE provides crop disaster assistance payments to eligible producers on farms that have 
incurred crop production or crop quality losses. The program takes into consideration crop 
losses on all crops grown by a producer nationwide. SURE provides assistance in an 
amount equal to 60 percent of the difference between the SURE farm guarantee and total 
farm revenue. The farm guarantee is based on the amount of crop insurance and           
Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage on the farm. Total farm 
revenue takes into account the actual value of production on the farm as well as insurance 
indemnities and certain farm program payments. 
 
To be eligible for SURE, producers must have suffered at least a 10 percent production 
loss on a crop of economic significance. In addition, producers must meet the risk       
management purchase requirement by either obtaining a policy or plan of insurance, under 
the Federal Crop Insurance Act or NAP coverage, for all economically significant crops. 
For 2008 crops, producers had the opportunity to obtain a waiver of the risk management 
purchase requirement through a buy-in provision. Producers considered socially           
disadvantaged, a beginning farmer or rancher, or a limited resource farmer may be eligible 
for SURE without a policy or plan of insurance or NAP coverage.   
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ELAP Assistance Available 
 
Aid from the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish  
Program (ELAP) is available to those producers who suffered losses in 2010 because of    
disease, adverse weather or other conditions.   
  
For 2010 and subsequent year losses, sign-up will end no later than 30 calendar days after 
the end of the calendar year in which the loss occurred. See program details for other   
Notice of Loss deadlines. Under ELAP, producers will be compensated for losses that are 
not covered under other Supplemental Agricultural Disaster Assistance Payment programs 
established by the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008.  
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NAP Coverage 
The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) was designed to reduce financial losses that occur 
when natural disasters cause a catastrophic loss of production or prevented planting of an eligible crop by pro-
viding coverage equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) insurance. Statute limits NAP to each commercial crop or 
agricultural commodity, except livestock, for which CAT is not available. 
 
The application deadline dates for 2011 NAP coverage: 
December 1, 2010 - Forage crops (intended to be mechanically harvested), Grazing  
December 1, 2010 - Honey 
March 1, 2011 - Annual crops 
 NAP Coverage is not available on any crop that is insurable at the CAT level in the county at any 
level of maturity. 
  
Producers will pay $250 for each crop selected, not to exceed $750 per county. Multi-county producers shall 
not pay over $1,875 for all crops in all counties. Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or delete a crop(s) 
from previous year’s coverage or changing crop shares must file a new CCC-471 with signatures and pay the 
applicable service fee. Producers with NAP coverage must remember to complete the following to qualify for 
benefits: 
�� Timely file acreage reports and keep track of harvested production using acceptable methods. For example, 

bale weights or other means of determining quantities of hay are required. 
�� File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of when a loss is apparent, due to drought, hail, etc. 
 
The 2008 Farm Bill is requiring that program participants have coverage under the NAP or crop insurance pro-
grams for all crops in all counties. If producers plan on participating in future Farm Service Agency programs 
such as the Livestock Forage Assistance Program (LFP), Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), Emergency As-
sistance for Honeybees, Livestock, and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) and the Supplemental Revenue Assistance 
Program (SURE) for crop loss they must have crop insurance or NAP coverage. 
 
Producers who already have coverage on 2010 NAP crops may choose to continue coverage on the same crop 
or crops for 2011, if the applicable service fee is submitted by the application closing date. A new CCC-471, 
application for coverage is not required to be signed when applying for continuous coverage of the same crop or 
crops. 
 
For more information on NAP coverage please contact your local Farm Service Agency office. 
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FSA Farm Loans 
 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers loans for farmers 
and ranchers to purchase farmland and finance agricul-
tural operations. FSA loan programs are designed to help 
producers who are temporarily unable to obtain private or 
commercial credit. In many cases, applicants are         
beginning farmers who have insufficient net worth to 
qualify for financing through a commercial lender. In 
other instances, borrowers might have suffered setbacks 
from natural disasters or might be persons with limited        
resources.   
  
Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be 
obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to 
$300,000. Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum       
indebtedness of $1,094,000. Emergency loans are always 
direct loans for farmers who may have suffered physical 
or production losses in disaster areas designated by a 
Presidential or Secretarial disaster declaration. Rural 
Youth Loans, Loans to Beginning Farmers and loans for 
socially disadvantaged applicants are also available 
through FSA.  
 
For detail information loan eligibility or the different 
available loan programs, just contact the county office 
staff for an appointment with a farm loan officer. 
 
Rural Youth Loans 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to 
establish and operate income-producing projects in       
connection with 4-H clubs, FFA and other agricultural 
groups. Projects must be planned and operated with the 
help of the organization advisor, produce sufficient income 
to repay the loan and provide the youth with practical busi-
ness and educational experience. The maximum loan 
amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

�� Be a citizen of the United States (which includes 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American   
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands) or a legal resident alien; 

�� Be 10 years to 20 years of age; 

�� Comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements; 

 

 
�� Reside in a rural area, city or town with a population 

of 50,000 or fewer people; 

�� Be unable to get a loan from other sources; 

�� Conduct a modest income-producing project in a    
supervised program of work as outlined above; 

�� Demonstrate capability of planning, managing and 
operating the project under guidance and assistance 
from a project advisor. The project supervisor must 
recommend the project and the loan, along with      
providing adequate supervision. 

Stop by the county office for help preparing and       
processing the application forms. The FSA staff can 
help you with questions you may have about a particular 
program. 
 
Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged 
 
FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist 
applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production.  
Loans are available for operating type loans and/or    
purchase or improve farms or ranches.   
While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for 
these loan programs, the FSA has provided priority 
funding for members of Socially Disadvantaged        
Applicants.   
A socially disadvantaged applicant is one of a group 
whose members have been subjected to racial, ethnic or 
gender prejudice because of his or her identity as     
members of the group without regard to his or her     
individual qualities.   
For purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged 
groups are women, African Americans, American      
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans, 
and Pacific Islanders. 
If producers or their spouses believe they would qualify 
as socially disadvantaged, they should contact their local 
FSA office for details.  FSA loans are only available to 
applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and 
are unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere. 
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not 
all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program informa-
tion (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).  

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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