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NEWSLETTER 

Get GovDelivery – Free News, Updates, More 
 
Have you noticed that you haven’t been receiving a quarterly newsletter in the mail from the Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA)? In the past year, FSA offices have adopted an instant delivery, electronic option 
called GovDelivery. The Farm Service Agency urges producers to enroll in the new GovDelivery sys-
tem which will provide notices, newsletters and reminders via email. FSA, like many other organiza-
tions, is working smarter and more efficiently. Conversion to electronic notifications via email helps 
conserve resources and save taxpayer dollars. County Committee ballots will continue to be mailed to 
all eligible producers. Subscribe right now to receive your free e-mail updates instantly by going to: 
www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe 

If you do not have access to email and would still like to receive our quarterly newsletters please fill out 
the following information and return to 1252 Airport Park Blvd., Ste. B-1, Ukiah, CA 95482 

NAME: _________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________________ 

CITY:_________________________ STATE:______________ ZIP:__________________ 

County Committee Nominations Begin on June 13, 2013 
 
The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees is  important to 
ALL farmers and ranchers.  It is crucial that every eligible producer participate in these elections because 
FSA county committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA).  
 
County committee members are a critical component of the operations of FSA. County committees pro-
vide local input on: 

 Commodity price support loans and payments 

 Conservation programs 

 Incentive, indemnity and disaster payments for some commodities 

 Emergency programs 
 
Farmers and ranchers who serve on county committees help with the decisions necessary to administer 
the programs in their counties. They work to ensure FSA agricultural programs serve the needs of local 
producers.  
 
FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to carry out federal laws. County 
committee members apply their judgment and knowledge to make local decisions. The COC nomination 
period runs from June 17, 2013 through Aug. 1, 2013.   
 
For the 2013 Mendocino/Lake COC election Local Administrative Area (LAA) 1 and 3 are up for elec-
tion. In LAA 1, Dan Campbell has served three consecutive terms and is no longer eligible for re-election. 
The area of LAA 1 includes the towns of Willits, Covelo, Laytonville and along the coast north of Fort 
Bragg. LAA 3 includes the areas of Potter Valley, Redwood Valley, Ukiah and Hopland.   
 
If you are interested in nominating, or being nominated for the COC, or have questions please contact the 
Mendocino/Lake County FSA office at (707) 468-9225 x 2 before the August 1st deadline. 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe�
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Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Compliance 
Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to re-
ceive payments from USDA, they must be compliant with 
Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) provisions.   Farmers with HEL determined soils must 
apply tillage, crop residue and rotation requirements as 
specified in their conservation plan.   

Producers should notify FSA prior to conducting land clear-
ing or drainage projects to ensure compliance.  If you intend 
to clear any trees to create new cropland, these areas will 
need to be reviewed to ensure any work will not jeopardize 
your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators can complete form AD-1026 
Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland 
Conservation (WC) Certification to determine whether a 
referral to Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
is necessary.    

For more information on Highly Erodible Land and Wetland 
Conservation provisions, contact a FSA County Office or 
visit the FSA website at www.fsa.usda.gov.   

NAP Notice of Loss 
 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed      
acreage and prevented planting and may be completed by any 
producer with an interest in the crop. The timely  filing of a 
Notice of Loss is required for ALL CROPS INCLUDING 
GRASSES. For losses on crops covered by the Non-insured 
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, 
you must file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County 
Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or 
when losses become apparent.  
 
If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-
576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final      
planting date for the crop. If you believe you have 
had weather-related damage to your crop, contact the FSA 
office immediately.  

Banking Changes? 
 
If you changed banks and did not notified FSA, your pay-
ments could be delayed. Payments are electronically trans-
ferred into your bank account, if we are not aware of changes 
to your account and routing numbers, there could be prob-
lems. In order to make timely payments, you need to notify 
the office if you close your account or if another financial 
institution purchases your bank. It is important that any 
changes in a producer’s account such as type account, bank 
mergers, routing number or account numbers, be provided to 
the county office promptly to avoid possible payment delay.   

Farm Records Changes 
 
Remember to provide all changes to your farm records to the 
local FSA office for the current crop year.  If you are    
changing your operation entity type, adding or dropping 
cropland or farms, or adding entities to your operation, con-
tact the FSA county office to update your file.     

The Farm Service Agency has a unique system for oversight 
of the County offices; it is called the County Committee.  
The County Committee for Lake and Mendocino County is 
composed of 5 members, 3 represent Mendocino County and 
2 represent Lake County.   
Committee members are local agricultural producers and are 
responsible for the fair and equitable administration of FSA 
Farm Programs.  Elected members are a part of the local  
decision making that helps deliver many of the FSA         
Programs.  Each member of the Committee serves a 3 year 
term with a maximum of 3 terms.    
Dan Campbell, who lives in Laytonville and represents 
Northern Mendocino County, has served 3 terms on the 
County Committee, a total of 9 years.   Dan has done an   
outstanding job representing producers in his area and will be 
truly missed at the end of this year.  Each Committee person 
brings a little different back ground to the Committee, Dan 
brought experience in Timber operations, Cattle business, 
fencing operations and even when asked could share with 
you the trials of opening a parts store.  It is the broad back-
grounds of the Committee members that really make the 
Farm Service Agency strong.    
I want to thank Dan for is support of my office and my staff, 
for the time that he has spent sitting in Committee meetings, 
and most of all for always sharing and listening.  Dan takes 
the time to make sure that the decisions that are being made 
are the right ones to make.  So THANK YOU Dan, and also I 
want to thank his wife Regina for sharing his time with us.   

County Committee Member Dan Campbell, Laytonville 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�


 

Online Data Tool for Public 

The USDA Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Program Statistics 
query tool, known as REGStats, is the official new tool of the 
United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) for making 
program application and participation rate data available to 
the public on the Internet.  

The REGStats website provides summary information about 
the number of individuals and entities that apply for, and re-
ceive, federal assistance from four USDA agencies or mis-
sion areas – the Farm Service Agency (FSA), the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Rural Develop-
ment (RD), and the Risk Management Agency (RMA).  

The information available in REGStats includes the number 
of applicants and recipients, by fiscal year, for USDA pro-
grams available to agricultural producers and landowners, 
categorized by race, ethnicity, and gender. Summary totals 
may be obtained nationally, or by state and county for the 50 
states, as well as the U.S. territories. 

Visit the online site:  http://www.regstats.usda.gov 

Direct and Guaranteed Loans 
 
The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family 
farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs.  If you 
are having trouble getting the credit you need for your farm, 
or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed loans 
are currently available.   
Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve had 
a setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or renew 
your loan. Guaranteed loans have a maximum limit of 
$1,302,000.  This makes the maximum combination of di-
rect and guaranteed loan indebtedness $1,602,000.  
The one-time loan origination fee charged on FSA guaran-
teed farm ownership and operating loans is 1.5 percent of 
the guaranteed portion of the loan. To find out more about 
FSA loan programs, contact the county office staff.   
 

Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged 
FSA has farm operating loans as well as loans to purchase 
or improve farms or ranches to assist applicants to begin or 
continue in agriculture production. While all qualified pro-
ducers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, FSA 
has priority funding for socially disadvantaged applicants.   
A socially disadvantaged applicant is a person who is a 
member of a group that has been subjected to racial, ethnic 
or gender prejudice without regard to the members’ individ-
ual qualities. For purposes of this program, socially disad-
vantaged groups are women, African-Americans, American 
Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian-Americans and 
Pacific Islanders. FSA loans are available to applicants who 
meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable to obtain 
the needed credit elsewhere. 
 

Beginning and Limited Resource Loans 
 
FSA has a program to assist beginning farmers and or mem-
bers of socially disadvantaged groups to finance agricultural 
enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, 
FSA can provide financing to eligible applicants through 
either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning 
farmer as a person who: 
Has operated a farm for not more that 10 years 

 Will materially and substantially participate in the 
operation of the farm; 

 Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrow-
er training and financial management program 
sponsored by FSA; 

 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the 
county’s median size. 

Each member of an entity must meet the eligibility          
requirements. Loan approval is not guaranteed. For addi-
tional information, or questions please contact the Farm 
Loan Team at 468-9225 X 2. 

New Microloan Program 
 

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) developed the Microloan 
(ML) program to better serve the unique financial operating needs 
of beginning, niche and the smallest of family farm operations.  

 The program will operate similar to the Operating Loan program 
but will include reduced requirements for managerial experience 
and loan security, as well as reduced paperwork. The microloan 
program can be used for such expenses as annual crop inputs, mar-
keting and distribution expenses, purchase of livestock and equip-
ment, and minor farm improvements such as wells and coolers. 
Eligible applicants may obtain a microloan for up to $35,000. The 
repayment term may vary and will not exceed seven years. Annual 
operating loans are typically repaid within 12-18 months of when 
the loan is closed. The interest rate is the same as the regular    
Operating Loan. 

http://www.regstats.usda.gov�


Mendocino/Lake County 
Farm Service Agency 
1252 Airport Park Blvd., Ste B-1 
Ukiah, CA 95482 

 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, 
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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