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 Livestock Producers!! 
 
Livestock Forage Program  
Eligibility Deadline Nears  
  
Continuing drought conditions have made Mo-
doc and many other counties eligible for a new 
disaster assistance program authorized by the 
2008 Farm Bill. 
 
September 16, 2008 is the deadline to pay the 
“buy-in” waiver fee of $100.00 to insure par-
ticipation in the 2008 Livestock Forage Pro-
gram. Modoc, Lassen, Washoe, and Lake are 
eligible for this program along with 11 other 
California counties and many others throughout 
the nation. 
 
Although program procedures have yet to be 
published, Modoc producers should be eligible 
for a payment approximating 60% of one 
month’s feed cost. 
 
The California Cattlemen’s Association, in it’s 
CCA Legislative Bulletin of August 22, en-
couraged every producer in counties affected 
by drought or public lands fires to meet with 
their local FSA representative as soon as possi-
ble to discuss their options in this program.  
This was good advice and time is running out. 
 
Livestock producers having animals in other 
counties besides Modoc should consider paying 
the “buy-in” fee in the other counties also if 
they feel they were affected by drought or fire 
in the other counties.   
 
Don’t miss out!  If you own livestock, contact 
the FSA office immediately to discuss your op-
tions for participation in this disaster payment 
program.  After September 16 it will be too late
to participate for 2008! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
2008 DCP Signup  
 
Producers have until September 30, 2008 to 
sign-up for the 2008 Direct and Counter-
cyclical Payment Program (DCP).  
 
For 2008, eligible producers may request an 
advance payment of 22 percent of the direct 
payment for each commodity associated with 
the farm.  FSA is currently issuing advance 
payments.  Final direct payments will be is-
sued after Oct. 1. 
 
Buy-In Waiver for Supplemental 
Disaster Assistance 
 
  

Producers can establish 2008 eligibility for the 
new disaster assistance programs by paying a 
fee as required by the Food, Conservation and 
Energy Act of 2008 (the 2008 Act). 
 
Ordinarily producers who wish to participate 
in the new disaster programs would need crop 
insurance or non-insured crop disaster assis-
tance (NAP) coverage on all farms in all coun-
ties in which they have an interest. Since the 
2008 Act was enacted after the application pe-
riods had closed for those programs, producers 
who did not have insurance coverage could 
not comply with this requirement in order to 
be eligible. However, the 2008 Act authorizes 
a waiver that allows producers to pay a fee, 
called a "buy-in" fee, to be eligible for the new 
disaster assistance programs. 
 
The buy-in fee is due no later than Sept. 16, 
2008, 90 days after the date of enactment, as 
required by the 2008 Act. Payment of the ap-
plicable fees will allow the producer to be eli-
gible for financial assistance under the 
Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program 
(SURE), Livestock Forage Disaster Program 
(LFP), and other disaster assistance programs.
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     Those who miss this opportunity will not be 
eligible for 2008 disaster assistance. Producers 
are also reminded that the payment of the ap-
plicable buy-in fee does not provide the pro-
ducer crop insurance or NAP coverage; it only 
affords eligibility for the 2008 disaster pro-
grams. 
 
The buy-in fee for 2008 eligibility is $100 per 
crop, but not more than $300 per producer per 
county, or $900 total per producer for all 
counties less any previously paid fees for CAT 
and/or NAP. Contact our office for details or 
to pay applicable fees. 
 
 
NAP Coverage – Plan for 2009 
 

The Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) was designed to reduce finan-
cial losses that occur when natural disasters 
cause a catastrophic loss of production or pre-
vented planting of an eligible crop by providing 
coverage equivalent to catastrophic (CAT) in-
surance. Statute limits NAP to each commercial 
crop or agricultural commodity, except live-
stock, for which CAT is not available.   
 
NOTE: The application deadline date for 
2009 NAP coverage has been extended to 
Dec. 1, 2008 for those crops whose insurance 
deadlines were prior to Dec. 1, 2008 
 
Producers who already have coverage on 2008 
NAP crops may choose to continue coverage 
on the same crop or crops for 2009, if the ap-
plicable service fee is submitted by the applica-
tion closing date.  
 
Producers with 2008 NAP coverage must re-
member to complete the following to qualify 
for benefits: 
 
 Timely file acreage reports and keep track 

of harvested production using acceptable 
methods. For example, bale weights or 
other means of determining quantities of 
hay are required. 

 
 
 File a “Notice of Loss” within 15 days of 

when a loss is apparent. 
 
 
NAP coverage is available for all hay types 
(other than insurable alfalfa hay), Grass Graze 
(includes all meadows and rangeland) and 

other crops not covered under Multi-Peril 
Crop Insurance policies in the county. 
 
For more information on NAP coverage please 
contact the FSA office. 
  

Multi-Peril Crop Insurance Ap-
plication Closing Dates 

Multi-Peril Crop Insurance (MPCI) is 
available for the following crops in 
Modoc County with closing dates 
as indicated: 

Cultivated Wild Rice – September 30 

Winter Wheat for Grain – September 30 

Mint (Winter Coverage Option) – Sept. 30  

Forage Production (Alfalfa Hay) – Oct. 31 

Onions (processed) – February 1 

Potatoes – March 15 

Spring Barley for Grain – March 15 

Oats for Grain – March 15 

Spring Wheat for Grain – March 15 

Mint – March 15   

Nursery crops – May 1 

Livestock Risk Protection policies are avail-
able for:  Fed Cattle, Feeder Cattle, Lamb, and 
Swine. 

MPCI has many coverage options available 
including the Catastrophic (CAT) Level of in-
surance.  Contact your insurance agent for 
more information on Multi-Peril Crop In-
surance.  

For crops not covered above, the FSA offers  
Non-Insured Assistance Program (NAP) cov-
erage.  

NAP and CAT coverages are inexpensive and 
provide you with some reimbursement in the 
event of a major crop disaster.  

 

 



 3

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Wool and Lamb Producers 
  

Eligibility for some Supplemental Disaster 
Assistance Programs for 2009 thru 2012 re-
quires that insurance be purchased for 
ALL crops grown by the producer. This 
may include MPCI and NAP for some pro-
ducers. This is something new included in 
the current Farm Bill.  

 

                   CONFUSED? 

Are you unclear, confused, or completely 
clueless concerning new crop insurance, FSA 
program options, and requirements?  Who 
wouldn’t be?  We just got a new Farm Bill! 
Come in or give us a call for straight informa-
tion on programs that may be beneficial to 
you. 

    NATURAL RESOURCES 
CONSERVATION SERVICE        
  NEWS 
 
Dot Merrill has completed her summer em-
ployment with the Alturas NRCS office and re-
turned to college at the University of Nevada, 
Reno. 
 
Edwin Martinez, Soil Conservationist with the 
Tulelake NRCS office, will be moving to 
Michigan soon to become a District Conserva-
tionist with NRCS there.
 
 
 
 
PREMISES REGISTRATION 
 
USDA is still working to register all livestock 
producers and facilities.  The program gives 
you the power to better protect your animals, 
your markets, and your neighbors in the case of 
a disease event.  Premises registration is the 
first of three components in the National Ani-
mal Identification System (NAIS).  The other 
two are Animal Identification and Animal 
Tracing. Premises registration is free.   Prem-
ises registration is your choice.  Choosing to 
register your premises does not obligate you to 
participate in the other two NAIS components.  
USDA will protect individual’s private infor-
mation and confidential business information 
from disclosure.  Find out more about NAIS.  
Contact the FSA office for a brochure. 

 
Loan Deficiency Payments are still avail-
able for wool and for unshorn slaughter 
lambs in the 2008 Farm Bill.  Get signed up 
for 2009 so you don’t miss out on payments 
for which you may be eligible.  Contact the 
FSA office before you sell any wool or un-
shorn lambs and complete form CCC-633 
page 1 to insure your eligibility.  Other pro-
gram eligibility forms apply and a crop 
acreage report for 2009 must be filed prior 
to July 15, 2009. 
 
 
Farm Loan Programs 
 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers 
loans for farmers and ranchers to purchase 
farmland and finance agricultural opera-
tions. FSA loan programs are designed to 
help producers who are temporarily unable 
to obtain private or commercial credit. 
 
Currently all counties in California offer 
Emergency Loans due to Secretary of Agri-
culture disaster declarations for various 
natural disaster events in California in 2008.
 
Contact Katherine Lewis, Farm Loan Offi-
cer, for additional information on regular 
loan, Socially Disadvantaged, Beginning 
Farmer, Youth, and Emergency Loan op-
tions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
***********************************
 
            Best Wishes 
 
The staff of the Modoc County FSA Office 
wishes you a successful harvest season. 
 
 
************************************
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or be-
cause all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Modoc County FSA Office 
802 W 12th Street 
Alturas, CA 96101 
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