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Notice to Hispanic and Women Farmers.  
A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and 
women farmers  and ranchers who believe they 
were discriminated against when seeking USDA 
Farm Loans is being established.  If you believe 
that the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) improperly denied farm loan benefits 
to you during certain time periods between 1981 
and 2000 because you are Hispanic, or because 
you are female, you may be eligible to apply for 
compensation. For additional information on 
this claims process and other settlement issues, 
contact:   
 
Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims Process: 
www.farmerclaims.gov or call 1-888-508-4429 
 
Pigford-The Black Farmers Discrimination 
Litigation 
www.blackfarmers.com or call 1-866-950-5547 
 
Keepseagle-The Native American Farmers 
Class Action Settlement: 
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call 
1-888-233-5506 
 
2011 FSA County Committee Elections. 
This year’s County Committee election will be 
held in Local Administrative Area (LAA) #1, 
north Monterey County.  The election of agri-
cultural producers to Farm Service Agency 
County Committees starts with the nomination 
of eligible candidates. County Committee 
(COC) members are an important component of 
FSA operations.  Agricultural producers who 
participate or cooperate in an FS program may 
be nominated.  Individuals may nominate them-
selves or others as a candidate. Minorities, low-
income, and women producers are encouraged 
to apply. To hold office as a COC member or 
alternate, a person must:  (a) be a producer with 
an interest in a farming or ranching operation; 
(b) participate or cooperate in any FSA program 
provided for by law; (c) be a U.S. citizen; (d) be 
of legal voting age; (d) meet the basic eligibility 

requirements to hold office as a COC member; 
and (e) reside in the county or multi-county juris-
diction in which they will be serving. To become 
a nominee, eligible individuals must sign nomi-
nation form FSA-669A.  The form includes a 
statement that the nominee agrees to serve if 
elected. This form is available at the County Of-
fice and online at http://www.fsa/usda.gov/
Internet/FSA File/fsa0669a committeeelection-
form.pdf.  Nomination forms for the 2011 elec-
tion must be postmarked or received in the local 
USDA Service Center by close of business on 
August 1, 2011.  Elections will take place on De-
cember 5, 2011, and newly elected COC mem-
bers will take office on January 2, 2012. 

2009 Supplemental Revenue Assistance 
Program (SURE) 2009 Sign-up.   
The deadline to sign up for the 2009 SURE pro-
gram is July 29, 2011. To be eligible for SURE 
payments, a producer is required to have ob-
tained  crop insurance on all crops in all counties 
or, if crop insurance is not available, to partici-
pate in the Non-Insured Assistance Program 
(NAP) except for grazed acreage.  This require-
ment does not apply for crops that are not of eco-
nomic significance or where the administrative 
fee required to buy NAP coverage exceeds 10% 
of the value of the crop coverage.  Eligible farm-
ers and ranchers who meet the definition of So-
cially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, or Be-
ginning Farmer or Rancher are exempt from the 
risk management purchase requirement.  The 
following conditions are required to trigger 
SURE payments:  (1) at least one crop of eco-
nomic significance must suffer a 10% production 
loss due to an eligible disaster condition; (2) crop 
of economic significance is a crop that has con-
tributed or would have contributed at lease 5% or 
more of the total expected revenue from all crops 
on the farm, (3) producers in counties declared 
disaster counties by the Secretary of Agriculture, 
or in contiguous counties, or those who show 
proof of an individual loss of at least 50% are 
eligible to receive SURE payments for crop pro-
duction or crop quality losses.     

Si necesita una  
explicación en 
Español, por 
favor llámenos a 
la oficina 



 

Crop Acreage Reporting Dates for Monterey, 
Santa Cruz, San Mateo Counties. 
To be eligible for almost all FSA program benefits, 
accurate Crop Acreage Reports (Form FSA-578) are 
required to be filed by the final reporting date.  Timely 
filing of acreage reports may prevent the loss of bene-
fits.  Acreage reporting dates are published in county 
office newsletters throughout the year.  If you have a 
question about your particular crop reporting require-
ment, contact the county office.  A late-filed acreage 
report may be filed for a fee and may require physical 
evidence of the crop.    

 
2011 Crop Acreage Reporting Dates  

 
September 30, 2010…Value Loss Crops (Nursery,    
            Flowers, Aquaculture) 
 
January 2, 2011……   Honey/Bee Hives 
 
April 30, 2011………  Small seeded grains/forage  
             (Wheat, Barley, Oats, etc) 
 
July 15, 2011…………Tree & fruit crops, CRP,    
             vegetables, herbs, native grass. 
 

2012 Crop Acreage Reporting Dates  
 
May 31, 2011…………Nursery 
 
September 30, 2011…  Value Loss Crops (Flowers) 
   Aquaculture) 
 
January 2, 2012……….Honey 
 
April 30, 2012………   Small seeded grains 
 
July 15, 2012………….Tree & fruit crops, CRP,  
   vegetables, Herbs, native grass 
 
Sodbusting-Filing the AD-1026 Form 
Farmers and ranchers should be aware that if they use 
highly erodible land for crop production without proper 
conservation measures, they risk losing eligibility to 
participate in Farm Service Agency programs.  Before 
producers clear, plow or otherwise prepare areas not 
presently under crop production for planting, they are 
required to file an AD-1026, indicating the area to be 
brought into production.  If Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service indicates that the area will be highly 
erodible land, the producer will be required to develop 
and implement a conservation plan on the affected 
acreage, before bringing land into production. 

Farm Loan Programs. 
The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing fam-
ily farmers with credit to meet their business needs.  
Farmers having trouble getting the credit they need have 
both direct and guaranteed loan options. Farmers who 
have had a setback and whose lenders are reluctant to 
extend or renew credit can ask their lender if they qualify 
for an FSA loan guarantee   Farm ownership loans or 
farm operating loans may be obtained as direct loans for a 
maximum of up to $300,000. Guaranteed loans can reach 
a maximum indebtedness of $1,119,000.  Producers are 
encouraged to apply early so that a loan can be processed 
and funded in a timely manner prior to production credit 
needs.  FSA employees will help you complete the neces-
sary application and other forms, and help you understand 
what information is required, where to find it or who to 
contact to get it.  To find out more about FSA loan pro-
grams, contact the county office staff for an appointment 
with the Farm Loan Officer. 
 
Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 
As part of a program to digitally map the nation’s farms 
and fields, the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) has established the Common Land Unit (CLU) 
as a standardized GIS (Geographic Information Sys-
tems) data layer that has allowed mapping to be inte-
grated easily on a nationwide basis. The Farm Service 
Agency manages this CLU data layer through a distrib-
uted database environment for all field service centers 
throughout the country. Using GIS provides for more 
consistent and more accurate land measurements, such 
as field acreage and acreage boundaries of conservation 
practices, such as riparian buffers. With high quality 
digital imagery, new land use changes (farm transfers 
and land subdivisions) can be easily updated. Maps can 
be created in either paper or digital format for FSA cus-
tomers or the public.   More information about the Com-
mon Land Unit and NAIP imagery can be found by vis-
iting on-line, APFO (Aerial Photography Field Office) 
at www.apfo.usda.gov. 
 
Online Services 
You can register for secure electronic access that will al-
low you to electronically sign and transmit some forms 
directly to the county office.  If you are new to the web-
site, you will need to obtain a Level 2 USDA Service 
Center Customer ID and password at:  
 http://www.eauth.egov.usda.gov/ and click on the 
“Create an Account Page”  link. 
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2012 CROP YEAR  Application  
closing date 

Fall Planted Seed Crops 
(Spring & Fall Grains) 
 

Aug 1, 2011 

Value Loss Crops 
(Flowers, Aquaculture, Xmas trees) 

Sept 1, 2011 

Forage Seed Crops 
(Alfalfa, Clover, Grass etc.) 

Sept 1, 2011 

Garlic (fall planted) Oct 1, 2011 

Forage Crops, intended use of FG,  
HAY (mechanically harvested)  
 
Forage Crops, intended use of GZ 
(Grazing) 
 

 

Dec 1, 2011 

Honey Dec 1, 2011 

Asparagus & Artichokes Dec 15, 2011 

Fruit/Nut Tree Crops:  Almonds, Apri-
cots, Blueberries, Cane Berries, Cher-
ries, Grapes, Kiwi, Olives, Peaches, 
Strawberries, Walnuts, etc. 

 

Dec 15, 2011 

Apples (non-insurable) Jan 31, 2012 

Annuals: carrots, squash, broccoli, an-
nual herbs, etc. 

March 1, 2012 

2013 Avocados & Citrus Jan 1, 2012 

Nursery (non-insurable) May 1, 2011 

Onions Dec 1, 2011 
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2012 Non Insured Crop Disaster Assistance (NAP) 
Application Closing Dates 
 
The closing dates to file applications for coverage for non-
insured crops (NAP) crops are listed on the chart below.  
This is the date that applicable fees must be paid and the 
application for coverage signed and filed in the county of-
fice.  Any changes to crop coverage as well as limited re-
source fee waivers, require the filing of a new application 
for coverage.  Note:  NAP covers most non-insurable crops. 

NAP fees are $250 per crop per county, not to 
exceed $750 per county or $1875 total for all 
crops in all counties. Limited resource farmers 
may have the application fees waived if they 
meet county established income levels for gross 
farm sales and total household income.  To util-
ize the limited resource self determination tool go 
to:   http//:www.lrftool.sc.egov.usda.gov  

Some of the eligibility requirements for the NAP 
program include, but are not limited to:   
 
(a) a producer must have the risk in the crop;  
(b) a timely and accurate acreage report must be 

filed each year by the applicable reporting 
dates; 

(c) for crops experiencing a yield reduction or 
loss due to adverse weather, a notice of loss 
must be filed within 15 days of the date of 
the weather event; 

(d) crops may not be destroyed or disked prior to 
an inspection to maintain eligibility for NAP 
benefits;  

(e) production records must be filed each year 
by the earlier of your crop acreage report for 
the subsequent year, or July 15th; 

(f) flower growers are required to file accurate 
monthly inventories on their flower crop to 
maintain eligibility for NAP benefits 
throughout the year, as their inventory 
changes;  

(g) a producer must have crop losses in excess of 
50% due to an eligible adverse weather event 
in order to quality for benefits. 

 
In addition to the above, all NAP participants are 
provided a copy of the NAP Basic Provisions, 
which explain NAP program requirements in 
more detail.  If you have misplaced your copy, 
contact the county office. 
 
FSA Signature Policy 
Husbands and wives may sign documents on be-
half of each other for FSA and CCC programs in 
which either has an interest. This option is auto-
matically available unless a written request for 
exclusion is made to the county office staff by 
either spouse. There are exceptions to the rule, 
where spouses may not sign on behalf of each 
other for partnerships, joint ventures, corpora-
tions or other similar entities.  Individual signa-
tures are also required on certain Farm Loan Pro-
gram and Farm Storage Facility Loan documents.  
Questions?  Contact county office staff. 
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The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, na-
tional origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, 
genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communica-
tion of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 
and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call toll free at (866) 632-9992 
(English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is 
an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

July 15, 2011 Crop Acreage Reporting Date-CRP, Fruits,  
Vegetables, Native Grass, Herbs, etc. (see list inside) 

July 29, 2011 2009 SURE Program Deadline 

August 1, 2011 Deadline to file COC Nomination Form 

September 1, 2011 2012 NAP Application Deadline:  Value Loss Crops 

September 30, 2011 2012 Crop Acreage Report date:  Value Loss Crops  

December 5, 2011 COC Elections  

December 15, 2011 2012 NAP Application Deadline:  Fruit & Tree Crops, 
Artichokes, Asparagus (see list inside)  

December 1, 2011 2012 NAP Application Deadline:  Hay & Native Grass 

Some Important dates to remember 
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