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2011 FSA County Committee
Elections

Ballots for this year’s county committee election
will be mailed to eligible voters on November 4,
2011. Voters must complete their ballots and
return them to the Farm Service Agency county
office by the close of business on Dec. 5, 2011.
If mailed, ballots must be postmarked by mid-
night December 5, 2011. The candidates are:

Cosme Marquez, Strawberry grower

Dan Luksik, Flower grower

Janet Louie, Fower grower

Tony Serrano, Limited Resource Farmer Mgr

Voter Requirements - Persons meeting require-
ments in 1 or 2, plus 3, below, are eligible to
vote: (1) Legal voting age and have an interest
in a farm or ranch as any of the following: an
individual, an authorized representative of an
entity, spouses when property is owned jointly
or in community property states; (2) Not of le-
gal voting age, but supervises and conducts the
farming operations on an entire farm (3) Partici-
pates or cooperates in any FSA program that is
provided by law. No person shall be denied the
right to vote because of race, color, national ori-
gin, sex, religion, age, disability, political be-
liefs, sexual orientation or marital or family
status.

Move with FSA to Instant Electronic
Information

The USDA Farm Service Agency offices are
moving toward a paperless operation. Producers
can now enroll in the new GovDelivery system
for notices, newsletters and electronic reminders
and discontinue their slow and costly paper cop-
ies received through the mail. FSA, like many
other organizations, is working smarter and
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more efficiently. Conversion to electronic notifi-
cations via email helps conserve resources and
save taxpayer dollars. County Committee ballots
will continue to be mailed to all eligible produc-
ers. Subscribe now to receive free e-mail updates
by going to http://www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe or

use the box “Sign up for updates” on the FSA
homepage.

Crop Acreage Reporting Dates for
Monterey, Santa Cruz, San Mateo
Counties

To be eligible for almost all FSA program bene-

fits, accurate Crop Acreage Reports (Form FSA-
578) are required to be filed by the final reporting
date. Timely filing of acreage reports may pre-
vent the loss of benefits. Acreage reporting dates
are published in county office newsletters
throughout the year. If you have a question
about your particular crop reporting requirement,
contact the county office. A late-filed acreage
report may be filed for a fee and may require
physical evidence of the crop.

2012 Crop Acreage Reporting Dates

May 31, 2011............ Nursery Crops

September 30, 2011...
(Flowers, Aquaculture)

Value Loss Crops

January 2, 2012.......... Honey

April 30,2012......... Small seeded grains

July 15,2012............. Tree & fruit crops, CRP,
vegetables, Herbs, native
grass.

Contact the county office if you are unsure about
when you should file your acreage report!
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2012 Direct and Counter-Cyclical

Program (DCP)

Enrollment begins late this year, beginning on
January 23, 2012 and ending June 1, 2012.
IMPORTANT REMINDERS: (1) All producers
planting on DCP base acres must be identified on the
DCP/ACRE contract and receive a proportionate share
of DCP/ACRE payment for the farm. (2) Changes on
the farm after enrolling June 1* in DCP/ACRE must
be reported to your local FSA office such as: Owner-
ship changes, producer or entity changes (Individuals
and Entities), and change in crop share arrangements.
(3) Changes cannot be made after Sept. 30, 2012.

To be eligible to participate in DCP a producer must
be actively engaged in farming and report all cropland
on the farm.

2010 Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Program (SURE) 2009 Begins

The sign-up for 2010 losses begins Nov. 14, 2011 and
will end June 1, 2012. The Supplemental Revenue As-
sistance Program (SURE) provides benefits for farm
revenue losses due to natural disasters that incurred in
the crop year 2010. SURE is available to eligible pro-
ducers on either farms in counties with Secretarial dis-
aster declarations, including contiguous counties that
have incurred at least a 10% crop production or quality
loss, or both. All economically significant crops grown
by a producer are eligible, except grazed crops, or any
farm in which disaster-related conditions reduced the
actual crop year production on the farm to 50 percent or
less than normal production of the farm.

Changing Banks

Farm Service Agency payments are made electronically
using Direct Deposit. To maintain efficient payment
processing, it is critical to keep the county office staff
up to date on changes you might make with your finan-
cial institutions. If you have made changes to accounts
or have changed banking institutions, these changes
might affect the direct deposit of your FSA payments.
When changes like these are made, be sure to contact
the FSA county office so we can update our records to
ensure efficient and uninterrupted service.

Hispanic and Women Farmers

A process to resolve the claims of Hispanic and women
farmers and ranchers who believe they were discrimi-
nated against when seeking USDA farm loans has been
established. If you believe that the United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) improperly denied
farm loan benefits to you between 1981 and 2000 be-
cause you are Hispanic or because you are female, you
may be eligible to apply for compensation. For addi-
tional information on this and other settlement issues
contact:

Hispanic and Women Farmer
Claims Process:
www.farmerclaims.gov or call
1-888-508-4429

Pigford — The Black Farmers
Discrimination Litigation:
www.blackfarmercase.com or call
1-866-950-5547

Keepseagle - The Native American
Farmers Class Action Settlement:
www.IndianFarmClass.com or call
1-888-233-5506

Loans for the Socially Disadvantaged

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist
applicants to begin or continue in agriculture production.
Funds are available for operating loans and to purchase
or improve farms or ranches (ownership loans.) While
all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these
loan programs, the FSA has provided priority funding
for members of socially disadvantaged applicants. A
socially disadvantaged applicant is someone who has
been subjected to racial, ethnic or gender prejudice be-
cause of his or her identity as a member of a group,
without regard to his or her individual qualities. For
purposes of this program, socially disadvantaged groups
are women, African Americans, American Indians,
Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders. FSA loans are only available to appli-
cants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are
unable to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.
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2012 Non Insured Crop Disaster Assistance
(NAP) Application Closing Dates

The closing dates to file applications for coverage for non-
insured crops (NAP) crops are listed on the chart below.
This is the date that applicable fees must be paid and the
application for coverage signed and filed in the county of-
fice. Any changes to crop coverage as well as limited re-
source fee waivers, require the filing of a new application
for coverage. Note: NAP covers most non-insurable crops.

2012 CROP YEAR Application
closing date
Nursery (non-insurable) May 1, 2011
Fall Planted Seed Crops Aug 1, 2011
(Spring & Fall Grains)
Value Loss Crops Sept 1, 2011
(Flowers, Aquaculture, Xmas trees)
Forage Seed Crops Sept 1, 2011
(Alfalfa, Clover, Grass etc.)
Garlic (fall planted) Oct 1, 2011
Onions Dec 1, 2011
Forage Crops, intended use of FG,
HAY (mechanically harvested)
Dec 1, 2011
Forage Crops, intended use of GZ
(Grazing)
Honey Dec 1, 2011
Asparagus & Artichokes Dec 15, 2011
Fruit/Nut Tree Crops: Almonds, Apri-
cots, Blueberries, Cane Berries, Cher-
ries, Grapes, Kiwi, Olives, Peaches, Dec 15,2011
Strawberries, Walnuts, etc.
Apples (non-insurable) Jan 31,2012

Annuals: carrots, squash, broccoli,
annual herbs, etc.

March 1, 2012

2013 Avocados & Citrus

Jan 1, 2012
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This program is a risk management tool. A crop
must have in excess of a 50% loss of production
in order to qualify for NAP benefits. NAP fees
are $250 per crop per county, not to exceed $750
per county or $1875 total for all crops in all
counties. Limited resource farmers may have the
application fees waived if they meet county es-
tablished income levels for gross farm sales and
total household income. To utilize the limited
self determination tool go to:
http//:www.Irftool.sc.egov.usda.gov

resource

Some of the provisions and/or eligibility require-
ments of the NAP program include, but are not
limited to:

(a) a producer must have the risk in the crop;

(b) a timely and accurate acreage report must be
filed each year by the applicable reporting dates;
(c) for crops experiencing a yield reduction or
loss due to adverse weather, a notice of loss must
be filed by the earlier of 15 days of the date of
the adverse weather event or when the loss be-
comes apparent;

(d) prevented planting claims must be filed
within 15 days of the final planting date;

(e) timely filing of a notice is required for failed
acreage and prevented planting, and is required
for all crops including grazed forage;

(f) crops may not be destroyed or disked prior to
an inspection to maintain eligibility for NAP
benefits;

(g) production records must be filed each year by
the earlier of your crop acreage report for the
subsequent year, or July 15th. Production records
must be maintained for a period of three years;
(h) flower and value loss crop producers are re-
quired to file accurate monthly inventories on
their flower crop to maintain eligibility for NAP
benefits throughout the year, as their inventory
changes;

(i) a producer must have crop losses in excess of
50% due to an eligible adverse weather event in
order to quality for benefits.

All NAP participants are provided a copy of the
NAP Basic Provisions which explain NAP pro-
gram requirements in more detail. If you have
misplaced your copy, contact the county office.
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Some Important dates to remember

November 14, 2011 2010 SURE Program Begins

December 1, 2011 NAP Application deadline—Forage/HAY & Grass/GZ
December 1, 2011 NAP Application deadline — Honey & Onions
December 5, 2011 2011 County Committee Election

December 15, 2011 NAP Application Deadline — SEE INSIDE FOR CROPS
January 23, 2012 2012 DCP Enroliment Begins

The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status,
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s in-
come is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape,
etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination,
write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independ-
ence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call toll free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-
8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.
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