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    OFFICE COMBINED 
 
The Auburn, CA FSA Office for Placer 
and El Dorado Counties is going to be 
combined with Sacramento and Amador 
to form one County Committee.  This will 
be effective 01-01-2009.  The new mem-
bers will be; John Caswell, from El Do-
rado County, Ken Mackey and Barbara 
Hofman from Placer County.  Producers 
with questions please call Elk Grove FSA 
Office (916-714-1104) 
    
COUNTY COMMITTEE ELECTIONS  
FSA COUNTS ON YOU 
 

Since COC elections happen only once a 
year, here is an election refresher. For 
election purposes, counties are divided 
into local administrative areas, or LAAs. 
Each LAA selects one producer to serve 
a three-year term on the Farm Service 
Agency county committee. 

Each year, an election is held in an LAA 
to replace the committee member whose 
three-year term is expiring. In counties 
with three LAAs, one seat is up for elec-
tion. In combined counties in some years, 
two seats may be up for election. 

Nominations 

Candidate nominations for the FSA 
county committee election will be ac-
cepted June 15 through Aug. 1, 2008.  

Producers who are residents in the LAA 
holding the election and who participate 
or cooperate in an FSA program and are 
of legal voting age may be nominated to 
serve on the county committee. 

Individuals may nominate themselves or 
others as candidates.  Also, organizations 

 
 representing socially disadvantaged mi-

norities and women farmers or ranchers 
may a nominate candidates. 
The nomination form, FSA-669A, is avail-
able at the county office or may be 
downloaded from 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?are
a=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=cce 
To be valid, the nomination form must be 
signed by the person being nominated, 
indicating agreement to serve if elected.   
The completed nomination form must be 
returned to the county office by the close 
of business on Aug. 1, or postmarked by 
midnight Aug. 1, 2008.  
Voting 
Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters be-
ginning Nov. 3, and must be returned to 
the county office by the close of business 
on Dec. 1, or postmarked by midnight Dec. 
1, 2008. 
 
Agricultural producers of legal voting age 
can vote if they participate or cooperate in 
any FSA program. A person who is not of 
legal voting age but supervises and con-
ducts the farming operations on an entire 
farm can also vote.  
 
No one can be denied the right to vote be-
cause of race, color, national origin, sex, 
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, 
sexual orientation or marital or family 
status. 
 
Candidate Eligibility 
To hold office as a county committee mem-
ber, a person must meet the basic eligibility 
criteria: 
 Participate or cooperate in a program 
administered by FSA 

 Be eligible to vote in a county committee 
election 

 Reside in the LAA in which the person is 
a candidate 
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      Not have been: 
 Removed or disqualified from the of-
fice of county committee member, 
alternate or employee 

 Removed for cause from any public 
office or have been convicted of 
fraud, larceny, embezzlement or any 
other felony 

 Dishonorably discharged from any 
branch of the armed services. 

 
For additional clarification about county 
committee elections, contact your local 
county office staff. 

Crop Reporting 

The annual requirement of reporting to the 
FSA office can be referred to as crop re-
porting, acreage reporting, or crop certifica-
tion.  Filing an accurate and timely report 
for all crops and land uses, including failed 
acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for a 
variety of Farm Service Agency programs. 
All cropland on the farm must be reported 
to receive benefits from the Direct and 
Counter-cyclical Program, marketing assis-
tance loans and Load Deficiency Pay-
ments. 
 
The certification form FSA-578, Report of 
Acreage, must account for all cropland on 
a farm, whether idle or planted. Acreage 
reports are required for many Farm Ser-
vice Agency programs.  For crops other 
than NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster As-
sistance Program) crops, acreage reports 
are to be certified by the April 30 deadline 
on small grains and a July 15 deadline on 
all other crops 

NAP CERTIFICATION 

For Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP) must also be reported.  
Prevented Planting: 
Prevented planting is to be reported no 
later than 15 calendar days after the final 
planting date. 
Failed Acreage: 
Reports of failed acreage must be filed be-
fore disposition of the crop, and producers 
must be able to establish to the satisfaction 
of the county committee that the crop failed 
and was prevented from being replanted 
through the normal planting period be-

cause of natural disaster conditions.

2008 COMPLIANCE 

Compliance and spot checks will once 
again be utilized during the 2008 crop 
year.  Instead of locally selecting farms, 
contracts, deficiency loans, etc. for spot 
check and review, a nationwide selection 
of producers is used to achieve a statisti-
cal sampling of participating producers.  
Spot check selections are to be con-
ducted based on a producer’s participa-
tion in Conservation Reserve Program, 
Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, 
Loan Deficiency Program, etc. 
 
State and County Offices shall view and 
print their producer spot check lists as 
posted on the designated web site.  If an 
entity is selected from the national data-
base that is no longer farming or partici-
pating in the 2008 crop year, a notation 
shall be made on the spot check list.  For 
more information about the new spot 
check selection procedure, feel free to 
contact your local Farm Service Agency 
office for additional clarification.  
                                                           
No Partial Counter-Cyclical Payments 
for Grains & Oilseeds 
 
Based on supply/demand and price pro-
jections from USDA’s World Agriculture 
Supply and Demand Estimates, producers 
of crops other than cotton and peanuts, 
will not receive a second partial counter-
cyclical payment.  When effective com-
modity price projections are equal to or 
more than their respective target prices; 
the commodities do not qualify for 
counter-cyclical payments. 

FSA Signature Requirements 

Proper signatures on Farm Service 
Agency contracts, applications and forms 
must be submitted before the document 
will be considered as filed. All entities, in-
cluding revocable and irrevocable trusts, 
corporations, partnerships, estates, etc., 
must provide evidence of signature au-
thority stipulating those individuals who 
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    are authorized to represent the entity. 
FSA cannot accept signatures without 
such documentation on file. Examples of 
acceptable evidence include trust agree-
ments, corporate charters or resolutions, 
partnership agreements and court orders 
of appointment. Spouses can sign for one 
another on most program documents 
unless written notification denying a 
spouse this authority has been provided 
to the county office staff.  
 
Deadline for 2005-2007 LCP and LIP 
 
Livestock producers have until July 18, 
2008, to enroll in the 2005 – 2007 Live-
stock Compensation Program (LCP) and 
Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP).  
Signup began on Sept. 10, 2007, for the 
two programs that provide aid to livestock 
producers who suffered eligible livestock 
or livestock feed losses between Jan. 1, 
2005, and Dec. 30, 2007, because of a 
natural disaster. 
 
     The LIP provides payments to eligible 
livestock owners and contract growers 
who incurred the death of livestock be-
cause of a natural disaster. The LCP pro-
vides payments to eligible livestock 
owners and cash lessees who suffered 
feed losses or increased feed costs be-
cause of a natural disaster. 
 
     More information about LCP and LIP is 
available online at: 
http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov.  For more in-
formation on FSA programs, visit your lo-
cal USDA Service Center or the agency's 
Web site, http://www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Sodbusting 

The term “sodbusting” is used to identify 
the plowing up of erosion-prone grasslands 
for use as cropland. Sodbuster violations 
are unauthorized tillage practices on highly 
erodible lands that converted native vege-
tation such as rangeland or woodland, to 
crop production after Dec. 23, 1985. 
Farmers and ranchers should be aware 
that if they use highly erodible land for crop 
production without proper conservation 
measures, they risk losing eligibility to par-
ticipate in Farm Service Agency programs. 

Before producers clear, plow or otherwise 
prepare areas not presently under crop 
production for planting, they are required 
to file an AD-1026, indicating the area to 
be brought into production. 
If Natural Resources Conservation Service 
indicates on a CPA-026 that the area will 
be highly erodible land, the producer will 
be required to develop and implement a 
conservation plan on the affected acreage, 
before bringing land into production. 
In addition, producers and the producer’s 
affiliates have to file an AD-1026 with the 
staff in the administrative or control county 
office before any farm program payments 
can be made. The AD-1026 is the pro-
ducer’s signed certification that HELC, as 
well as wetland conservation, provisions 
will not be violated. 

Power of Attorney 

For those who find it difficult to visit the 
county office personally because of work 
schedules, distance, health, etc., FSA has 
a power of attorney form available that en-
ables you to designate another person to 
conduct your business at the office. If you 
are interested, please contact our office or 
any Farm Service Agency office near you 
for more information. If you want a crop 
loan, a power of attorney form will need to 
be completed for husband and wife, if both 
do not come into the office to sign the 
forms on the day the loan is disbursed. 
  
Banking Changes? 
 
Almost all Farm Service Agency payments 
are made electronically using Direct De-
posit. This innovation has cut down on the 
number of missing and late payments and 
reduced the time required to move funds.  
It has been calculated that having a prob-
lem with a payment is 20 times greater 
with checks than with Direct Deposit.  An-
other benefit is that Direct Deposit to your 
account can be made within 48 hours. 
To keep the system running smoothly, it’s 
critical to keep the county office staff up 
to date on changes you might make in 
your financial institutions. 
If you have changed accounts or institu-
tions that might affect the direct deposit of 
your FSA payments, contact the FSA 
county office so we can update our files to 
insure continued uninterrupted service. 
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    Dates to Remember 

Cont. 
01-31-2009 2009 NAP closing apples 

07-04-2008 Office closed Independence 
Day 

09-01-2008 Office closed Labor Day 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

IMPORTANT 
 
PLEASE REVIEW ALL DATES SO THAT 
NO REPORTING/CLOSING DATES ARE 
MISSED. 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or be-
cause all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, 
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call 
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

FSA County Office 
9701 Dino Dr. Ste. 170 
Elk Grove, CA 95624 

 
Dates to Remember 

06-15-2008 Candidate Nominations start 
07-15-2008 Closing, spring seeded crops 
07-18-2008 LIP & LCP closing date 

08-01-2008 2009 NAP closing fall planted 
seed crop 

09-01-2008 2009 NAP closing forage 
crops 

12-01-2008 2009 NAP closing date honey 

12-15-2008 

2009 NAP closing date fruit 
crops, almonds, apricots, as-
paragus, 
caneberries, cherries, grapes, 
kiwi, mint, nectarines, olives, 
peaches, pears, persimmons, 
pistachios, plums, pomegran-
ates, strawberries, walnuts 

01-01-2009 
 

2009 NAP closing citrus 
 

Dates to Remember 
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