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May 2011  - Sacramento/Amador/El Dorado/Placer Counties 

NEWSLETTER 

On the Farm Crop Reporting 
On selected days during June and July of 

2011 the Elk Grove FSA Office will be per-
forming on the farm crop reporting for produc-
ers in North Sacramento and Placer County in 
order to assist them in meeting the July 15 
crop reporting deadline for spring planted 
crops. 

On the farm crop reporting will be done 
by appointment only.  If you would like to set 
an appointment please call the county office at 
916-714-1104. 

 

Ag Scholarship Opportunity 
The Sacramento Valley Chapter of Cali-

fornia Women for Agriculture is pleased to 
announce their scholarship application for 
2011.  The application can be found at:  http://
www.learnaboutag.org/cwa/
scholarship2011.pdf 

The Sacramento Valley Chapter will 
award two (2) $500 scholarships to any high 
school senior OR continuing community col-
lege student that can show the intent to pursue 
an agriculture-related career. The scholarship 
is designed to support local students from the 
following counties: Amador, El Dorado, 
Placer, Sacramento, Sutter, Yolo and Yuba. 

Scholarship deadline is June 1, 2011. Sub-
missions will be accepted electronically to 
kbenarth@cfbf.com or by U.S. Mail. 

 

Actively Engaged 
USDA has amended the rules that govern 

the requirements to be 'actively engaged' in 
farming. These rules apply to eligibility for 
payments under the Direct and Counter-
cyclical Program (DCP) or Average Crop 
Revenue Election (ACRE) program adminis-
tered by FSA.   

Normally the stockholder or a member of 
a legal entity must make contributions of ac-
tive personal labor and/or active personal 
management for the farming operation.  The 
contributions are to be performed on regular 
basis, must be identifiable, and separate from 

the contributions of others. 
The exception to this rule for a stock-

holder or member of a legal entity only 
occurs when both of the following apply:  

At least half of the interest in the legal 
entity is held by stockholders or members 
who are providing active personal labor or 
active personal management; and 

The total direct payments received by 
the legal entity and each of the members 
does not exceed $40,000.    

 

AGI and the IRS 
USDA has a Memorandum of Under-

standing with the Internal Revenue Service 
to establish an electronic information ex-
change process for verifying compliance 
with the adjusted gross income (AGI) pro-
visions for farm programs.  Written consent 
will be required from each producer or 
payment recipient for the tax review proc-
ess.  No actual tax data will be included in 
the verification report that IRS sends to 
FSA.   

The agreement ensures that payments 
are not issued to producers whose AGI ex-
ceeds certain limits.  The limits set in the 
2008 Farm Bill are $500,000 nonfarm av-
erage AGI for commodity and disaster pro-
grams; $750,000 farm average AGI for 
direct payments; and $1 million nonfarm 
average AGI for conservation programs.  

Participants in CCC programs subject 
to average AGI rules must submit form 
CCC-927 (Individual) and/or CCC-928 
(Legal Entity) to the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice by June 15 to avoid interruption of 
program benefits.  These forms may be 
obtained from local FSA and NRCS of-
fices. 
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Hispanic and Women Farmers 
A process to resolve the claims of His-

panic and women farmers and ranchers who 
believe they were discriminated against when 
seeking USDA farm loans is being established. 

If you believe that the United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) improperly 

denied farm loan benefits to you during 
certain time periods between 1981 and 2000 
because you are Hispanic, or because you are 
female, you may be eligible to apply for com-
pensation. 

 
For additional information on this claims 

process and other settlement issues contact: 
 

Hispanic and Women Farmer 
Claims Process  
www.farmerclaims.gov or   
1-888-508-4429 
 
Pigford  - Black Farmers Discrimina-
tion Litigation 
www.blackfarmercase.com or  
1-866-950-5547 
 
Keepseagle  - Native American 
Farmers Class Action Settlement  
www.IndianFarmClass.com or  
1-888-233-5506 

2011 FSA County Committee 
Elections 

The election of agricultural producers to 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) county commit-
tees is important to ALL farmers and ranchers, 
whether beginning or long-established, large 
or small. It is crucial that every eligible pro-
ducer participate in these elections because 
FSA county committees are a link between the 
agricultural community and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture.   

County Committee (COC) members are a 
critical component of FSA operations.  The 
intent is to have the COC reflect the makeup 
of the producers and to represent all constitu-
ents.  This means wherever possible, minori-
ties, women or lower income producers need 
to be on the committee to speak for these un-
derrepresented groups.   

County committees provide local input on 
commodity price support loans and payments, 
conservation programs, incentive, indemnity 
and disaster payments for some commodities, 
emergency programs and payment eligibility. 

FSA county committee  members apply 
their judgment and knowledge to make local 
decision and operate within official regulations 
designed to carry out federal rules, regulations 
and laws.  

 
Election Period 

 June 15, 2011  
COC nomination period begins.  
 Aug. 1, 2011  
COC nomination forms (FSA-669A) due at 
the local USDA Service Center 
 Nov. 4, 2011  
COC ballots mailed to eligible voters 
 Dec. 5, 2011  
Last day to return completed COC ballots to 
the USDA Service Center 
 Jan. 2, 2012  
Newly elected COC members take office 

 
Who Can Hold Office 
To hold office as a county committee 

member, a person must meet the basic eligibil-
ity criteria as follows: 
 Participate or cooperate in a program admin-
istered by FSA 
 Be eligible to vote in a county committee 
election 
 Reside in the LAA in which the person is a 
candidate 

Candidates must not have been: 
 Removed or disqualified from the office of 
county committee member, alternate or em-
ployee 
 Removed for cause from any public office or 
have been convicted of fraud, larceny, embez-
zlement or any other felony 
 Dishonorably discharged from any branch of 
the armed services. 

For more information about county com-
mittee elections, contact the county office 
staff. 
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LAA’s Open for 2011 Election 
The following Local Administrative 

Area’s are open for the 2011 election: 
 
LAA 3-Sacramento County:  All of 

County east of Highway 99 from the southern 
border of the County to Calvine Road, South 
of Calvine Road to Grantline Road, Southeast 
of Grantline Road to Jackson Highway, South 
of Jackson Highway to the county line.   

 
LAA 4-El Dorado County:  All of El 

Dorado County  
 
Nominations 
Nominees must complete and sign form 

FSA-669A which is posted next to this article 
and maybe cut out and submitted to the 
County Office.  FSA 669-A is also available at 
USDA Service Centers and online at:  http://
forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/eFileServices/
eFormsAdmin/FSA0669A_110331V01.pdf [FSA-
669A current] 
                http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/efcommon/
eFileServices/eFormsAdmin/
FSA0669ASPANISH_110331V01.pdf [FSA-669A 
current in Spanish] 

 

Nomination forms for the 2011 election 
must be postmarked or received in the local 
USDA Service Center by close of business on 
Aug. 1, 2011.   

Agricultural producers who participate or 
cooperate in an FSA program may be nomi-
nated for candidacy.   

 
Who Can Vote 
Agricultural producers of legal voting age 

(18 years) may be eligible to vote if they par-
ticipate or cooperate in any FSA program. A 
person who is not of legal voting age but su-
pervises and conducts the farming operations 
of an entire farm may also be eligible to vote. 
More information about voting eligibility  
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Did Your Bank Change? 
If you have changed banks and not notified FSA, your payment could be delayed.  Payments are now electroni-

cally transferred into your bank account. If we are not aware of changes to your account and have incorrect routing 
numbers, there could be problems. For FSA to make timely payments, you need to notify the office if you close your 
account or if another financial institution purchases your bank.  It is important that any changes in producer’s account 
such as type of account, bank mergers, routing number or account numbers, be provided to the county office promptly 
to avoid possible payment delay.   

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, 
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 

Farm Operating - Direct 2.625% 

Farm Ownership -  Direct 5.000% 

Conservation Loan 5.000% 

Farm Ownership - Direct Down Pay-
ment, Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.500% 

Emergency 3.750% 

  

  

  

Selected Interest Rates for May  2011   Dates to Remember 

June 1 Deadline - Farm Record Changes 

June 1 ACRE Signup Ends 

June 1 2011 DCP Enrollment Ends 

  

Continues Continuous Conservation Reserve  
Program 
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