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FSA COC Nomination Deadline Crop Reporting Deadline

County committee members play a crucial role
in helping the county office staff implement the
Farm Bill Programs. Right now, producers can
have an impact on the election of the county
committee by nominating eligible candidates by
the August 3, 2009, deadline.

The certification form FSA-578, Report of Acre-
age, must account for all cropland on a farm,
whether idle or planted. In California, the producer
certification deadline for Spring seeded crops is
normally July 15™, but this year the deadline is
extended to August 14, 2009.

To become a nominee, eligible individuals must
complete and sign form FSA-669A. The form
and other valuable information about FSA
county committee elections are available online
at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov; click on News &
Events, then County Committee Elections.
Nomination forms for the 2009 election must be
postmarked or received in the local USDA Ser-
vice Center by close of business on Aug. 3,
2009.

The annual requirement of reporting to the FSA
office can be referred to as crop reporting, acreage
reporting, or crop certification. Filing an accurate

and timely report for all crops and land uses, in-
cluding failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits
for a variety of Farm Service Agency programs.
All cropland on the farm must be reported to re-

ceive benefits from the Direct and Counter-

FSA county committee members make deci-
sions on disaster and conservation programs,
emergency programs, commodity price support
loan programs and other important agricultural
issues. Members serve three-year terms. Na-
tionwide, there are more than 7,800 farmers and
ranchers serving on FSA county committees.
Committees consist of three to five members
who are elected by eligible local producers.

cyclical Program, marketing assistance loans and
Load Deficiency Payments.

COC Nomination Deadline (Cont.)

FSA will mail ballots to producers beginning Nov.
6,2009. The completed ballots are due back at the
local county office by Dec. 7, 2009 either via mail
or in person.

NAP Deadlines and Program Changes for 2010

The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) deadlines for various crops are coming up
as early as August 1, 2009. Contact your local office or visit www.fsa.usda.gov for deadlines and
details for your crops. When low yields, loss of inventory or prevented planting occurs due to natural
disaster, NAP can provide financial assistance.

For nursery producers, the 2010 crop NAP application closing date is September 1, 2009 and NAP
only covers loss of inventory. The NAP coverage period for 2010 nursery crops has been changed to
June 1, 2009, through May 31, 2010. For 2009 Nap coverage for nursery will continue until Septem-
ber 30, 2009.

NAP coverage may be continued for each subsequent year for the same crop or crops, if the producer
pays the applicable service fee by the next year’s application closing date.

Eligible producers must apply for coverage of non-insurable crops and pay the applicable service fees
at their local FSA office.

Dates to Remember

July 15, 2009 Crop Reporting Deadline (Extended to August 14, 2009)

August 1, 2009 NAP Deadlines Start for 2010-call for crop deadlines
August 3, 2009 Deadline to file COC Nomination

August 14, 2009 DCP/ACRE Signup Deadline
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NAP Production Reporting

Production records for individual crops need to be filed with
our office to establish an approved NAP yield. If this is the
first year you participated in NAP, you can provide production
and acreage information from prior years to establish your
yield. If you participated in NAP in previous years, you must
report your production and acreage on a yearly basis to keep
your yield up-to-date. Records submitted must be reliable or
verifiable. Records need to show crop disposition. We recom-
mend producers submit 2009 production records as soon as
harvest is complete. All production records must be submit-
ted by the subsequent crop year’s final acreage reporting
date.

Timely Filing of Loss:

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage
and prevented planting and may be completed by any producer
with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is
required on for ALL CROPS INCLUDING GRASSES. For
losses on crops covered by the Non-insured Crop Disaster As-
sistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a
CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County Office within 15
days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become
apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576
must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final planting date
for the crop.

Beginning and Limited
Resource Farmers & Ranchers

FSA has a program to assist beginning farmers and or members
of socially disadvantaged groups to finance agricultural enter-
prises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can
provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or
guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a person
who:

e Has operated a farm for not more that 10 years

e  Will materially and substantially participate in the opera-
tion of the farm

e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower train-
ing and financial management program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the
county’s average size.

Each member of an entity must meet the eligibility require-
ments. Loan approval is not guaranteed.

Additional program information, loan applications, and other
materials are available at your local USDA Service Center.
You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov and
www.nres.usda.gov .

DCP & ACRE Signup Deadline

Signup for the 2009 Direct and Counter-cyclical Payment
(DCP) Program has been extended until August 14, 200.
Signup in the ACRE option is also available through August
14, 2009.

FSA will not accept any late-filed applications.

FSA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and
payment yields established for each farm. Eligible producers
receive direct payments at rates established by statute regard-
less of market prices. For 2009, you may request to receive
advance direct payment for each commodity associated with
the farm. C Counter-cyclical payment rates vary depending on
market prices and are issued only when the effective price for
a commodity is statutorily set below its target price.

The new ACRE Program is an option for eligible DCP farms
that allows participants to receive additional payments base on
crop revenue reductions instead of only low national prices.
Revenue considers both yields prices, so the reductions can be
attributed to low yields and/or low prices. Note that there
must be both a revenue reduction for the farm and at least a
10% revenue reduction for the State.

Successor In Interest

Many FSA programs will allow payments to be made to heirs
or successors when a program participant passes away. Addi-
tionally, contracts in programs such as CRP must be revised
to reflect the successor(s) to a deceased participant’s interest.

In the event of an FSA program participant’s death, it is im-
portant that FSA be notified. Entities and joint operations that
participate in FSA programs also need to notify FSA ifa
shareholder or member passes away. Since FSA benefits are
reported to IRS, maintaining current, accurate records about
participants is vital to ensure that those payments are reported
correctly.

Foreign Landowner Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA)
requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to report
their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service
Agency administers this program for USDA.

Foreign persons who have purchased or sold agricultural land in
the county are required to report the transaction to FSA within
90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form
could result in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair mar-
ket value of the property.

County government offices, real estate agents, attorneys and
others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify
foreign investors of these reporting requirements.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�
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FSA Youth Loans

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) makes operating loans to individual youths age 10
through 20 to establish and operate income producing projects.
These projects must be of modest size and be initiated, devel-
oped, carried out by youths participating in 4-H Clubs, FFA, or
a similar organization or with a vocational teacher or county
extension agent. The project must be an organized and super-
vised program of work. It must be planned and operated with
the assistance of the organization advisor, produce sufficient
income to repay the loan, and provide the youth with practical
business and educational experience. Contact the FSA office at
530-671-0850 x 2 for more details.

Farm Reconstitutions

In program terminology, farms are constituted to group all tracts having the same owner and the same operator under one farm serial
number (FSN). When changes in ownership or operation take place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitution — or re-
con — is the process of combining or dividing farms or tracts of land based on the farming operation.

The following are the different methods used when doing a farm recon.

e Estate Method — the division of bases, allotments and quotas for a parent farm among heirs in settling an estate;

e Designation of Landowner Method — may be used when (1) part of a farm is sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an
entire farm is sold to two or more persons; (3) farm ownership is transferred to two or more persons; (4) part of a tract
is sold or ownership is transferred; (5) a tract is sold to two or more persons; or (6) tract ownership is transferred to two
or more persons. In order to use this method the land sold must have been owned for at least three years, or a waiver
granted, and the buyer and seller must sign a Memorandum of Understanding;

e DCP Cropland Method — the division of bases in the same proportion that the DCP cropland for each resulting tract
relates to the DCP cropland on the parent tract;

o Default Method — the division of bases for a parent farm with each tract maintaining the bases attributed to the tract
level when the reconstitution is initiated in the system.

If payments have already been issued on a particular farm, the reconstitution will be effective for the next year, unless the payments
are refunded. Request for recons must be filed by August 1.

Help Available to Stressed Farmers

In the past year, the economy, inclement weather, drought and other factors have hurt
many farming operations around the country. These events pushed some farmers to
the emotional breaking point. Watching their livelihood being threatened is difficult
for farmers and ranchers and especially for those who care about them.

The National Suicide Prevention Hotline is available to help. If you know a farmer or
rancher who is under stress and is reluctant to ask for help, or if you just need to talk
to someone, call 1-800-273-TALK (8255). Your call will be routed to the crisis cen-
ter nearest you, where trained staffers are available 24/7. This nationwide service is
free and confidential. Help is just a phone call away.

For more information, go to http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/.
This service is not affiliated with the United States Department of Agriculture.
(USDA)
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Banking Changes ?

If you have changed banks and not notified FSA, your payment could be delayed. Payments are electronically transferred into
your bank account, if we are not aware of changes to your account and routing numbers, there could be problems. In order to
make timely payments, you need to notify the office if you close your account or if another financial institution purchases your
bank. It is important that any changes in producer’s account such as type account, bank mergers, routing number or account
numbers, be provided to the county office promptly to avoid possible payment delay. This is especially important now that all
payments are centralized through Kansas City.

Selected Interest Rates for July 2009
DATES TO REMEMBER

7/15 | Acreage Report Deadline (extended to Aug. 14, 2009) 90-Day Treasury Bill 125%
’/1 NAP-Fall Planted Crops including all grain & garbanzo bean Farm Operating Loans — Direct | 3.125%

Crops. : -

RICE APPORTIONMENT form CCC-748 must be signed by all | |Fam Ownership Loans — Direct | 4.125%
8/3 |land owners to avoid default determination by the COC to the Farm Ownership Loans — Direct

state average. Down Payment, Beginning 1.5%
8/14 |DCP sign up ENDS Farmer or Rancher

NAP-All Value Loss/Nursery Crops ie: Christmas Trees, Flowers| |Emergency Loans 4.875%
9/1 Farm Storage Facility Loans 3.250%

NAP-AIll Forage Crops (machine harvested), Forage Seed Crops

(alfalfa, clover, grass)

9/30 |Eligibility & AGI Deadline

2008 Disaster Programs “Coming Soon” this Winter

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all pro-
grams.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information ( Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an
equal opportunity provider and employer.
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