FSA

FARM SERVICE AGENCY

Tulare County
USDA Service Center

3530 W. Orchard Ct
Visalia, CA 93277
559-734-8732 Ext. 2 ph
559-732-2805 fax

Hours
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

County Committee
Chairperson
Charlie Pitigliano, Jr.
Vice-Chairperson
Tom Gruber
Member

Mark Heuer
Advisor

Robert Sepeda,

County Executive Director
Kaye Rydberg

Farm Loan Manager
Bob Pearson

County Office Staff
Becky Garcia, CPT
Theresa Barajas, PT
Slade Childers, FL PT
Danny Jackson, FLO
Mitzi Lankford, PT
Yvonne Newman, PT
Danielle Parreira, PT
Kelly Solis, PT
Lorraine Wilson, PT

November 2009

Tulare Gounty FSA News

Livestock Forage Program

FSA's Livestock Forage Program (LFP) compensates eligible livestock producers for grazing
losses suffered because of drought conditions that occurred from January 1, 2008, to
October 1, 2011.

This program provides financial assistance to producers who suffered grazing losses due to
drought or fire on or after January 1, 2008, and before October 1, 2011, during the calendar
year in which the loss occurs. Fire losses must have occurred on federally managed lands. Sign
up deadline for the 2008 year ends December 10, 2009. Application and required support-
ing documentation must be filed by this date. Sign up for the 2009 year ends January 30,
2010.

Eligible producers must have purchased the Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) insurance for 2008, or paid the $100 eligibility buy in fee for 2008 during the summer
of 2008 for the grazing land incurring losses. For 2009, producers must have purchased NAP
coverage to be considered eligible. Please call the office at 559-734-8732 ext. 2 to set up an
appointment.

Non-Insured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)

NAP Production Reporting

Production records for individual crops need to be filed with our office to establish an approved
NAP yield. If this is the first year you participated in NAP, you can provide production and
acreage information from prior years to establish your yield. If you participated in NAP in pre-
vious years, you must report your production and acreage on a yearly basis to keep your yield
up-to-date. Records submitted must be reliable and verifiable. Producers should submit 2010
production records as soon as harvest is complete. All production records must be submit-ted
by the subsequent crop year’s final acreage reporting date.

NAP Coverage 2010

Producers who already have coverage on 2009 NAP crops may choose to continue coverage on
the same crop or crops for 2010, if the applicable service fee is sub-mitted by the application
closing date.

2010 NAP Application Closing Dates

Crops Closing Date
Forage Crops, Intended Use
of FG, Hay
Forage Crops, Intended use 12/1/2009
of GZ, Grazing

Honey 12/1/2009

Fruit — Nut Tree Crops 12/15/2009

Please call the office to check on other crop application closing dates.



NAP cont.

A new CCC-471, application for coverage is not required to be signed when applying for continuous coverage of the
same crop or crops. Producers who choose to add a new crop(s) or delete a crop(s) from previous year’s coverage or
changing crop shares must file a new CCC-471 with signatures and pay the applicable service fee.

NAP basic provisions are now available as FSA form CCC-471 NAP BP. These basic provisions may be accessed
through the FSA website: http://www.fsa.usda.gov. After accessing the web site, CLICK “Disaster Assistance Pro-
grams.” On the Disaster Assistance Programs Home Page CLICK “View NAP Basic Provisions” located under “I Want
To....”

2010 DCP Signup

Enrollment for the 2010 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) has begun and will continue through June 1, 2010.
USDA urges producers to make use of the eDCP automated website to sign up, or producers can visit any USDA Service
Center to complete their 2010 DCP contract.

USDA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and payment yields established for each farm. Eligible
producers receive direct payments at rates established by statute regardless of market prices. For 2010, eligible producers
may request to receive advance direct payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment. USDA will issue advance
direct payments beginning Dec. 1, 2009. Counter-cyclical payment rates vary depending on market prices. Counter-
cyclical payments are issued only when the effective price for a commodity is below its target price. The effective price
is the higher of the national average market price received during the 12-month marketing year for each covered com-
modity and the national average loan rate for a marketing assistance loan for the covered commodity.

The ACRE Option

The optional ACRE Program provides a safety net based on state revenue losses and acts in place of the price-based
safety net of counter-cyclical payments under DCP. A farm's payment is based on a revenue guarantee calculated using a
S-year average state yield and the most recent 2-year national price for each eligible commodity. For 2010, the 2-year
price

average will be based on the 2008 and 2009 crop years.

An ACRE payment is issued when both the state and the farm have incurred a revenue loss. The payment is based on
83.3 percent (85 percent in 2012) of the farm's planted acres times the difference between the State ACRE guarantee and
the state revenue times the ratio of the farm's yield divided by the state expected yield. The total number of planted acres
for which a producer may receive ACRE payments may not exceed the total base on the farm. In exchange for participat-
ing in ACRE, in addition to not receiving counter-cyclical payments, a farm's direct payment is reduced by 20 percent,
and

marketing assistance loan rates are reduced by 30 percent.

The decision to enroll in the ACRE Program is irrevocable. The owner of the farm and all producers on the farm must
agree to enroll in ACRE. Once enrolled, the farm shall be enrolled for that initial crop year and will remain in ACRE
through the 2012 crop year.

The June 1, 2010, deadline is mandatory for all participants. USDA will not accept any late-filed applications.
Crop Reporting

The annual requirement of reporting to the FSA office can be referred to as crop reporting, acreage reporting, or crop
certification. Filing an accurate and timely report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage, can prevent loss of
benefits for a variety of Farm Service Agency programs. All cropland on the farm must be reported to receive benefits
from the Direct and Counter-Cyclical program (DCP), Marketing assistance loans, Loan Deficiency Payments, Non-
Insured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), and the new crop disaster program Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Program (SURE).


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�

Voting for County Committee Begins

Ballots for this year’s county committee election will be mailed to eligible voters on November 6, 2009. Voters must
complete their ballots and return them to the Farm Service Agency county office by the close of business on December
7, 2009. If mailed, ballots must be postmarked by midnight December 7, 2009.

The candidates in this year’s election for Local Administrative Area (LAA) 3 are: Alex Garcia and Charlie Pitigliano, Jr.

Eligible voters in LAA 3 who have not received a ballot should contact the FSA county office staff.

Voter Requirements
Persons meeting requirements in 1 or 2, plus 3, below, is eligible to vote:
1. Be of legal voting age and have an interest in a farm or ranch as either of the following:
an owner, operator, tenant or sharecropper, or
a partner in a general partnership or member of a joint venture that has an interest in a farm as an owner,
operator, tenant or sharecropper; or
2. Not of legal voting age, but supervises and conducts the farming operations on an entire farm; and
3. Eligible to participate in any FSA program that is provided by law, regardless of the status of funding.
Discrimination Prohibited
No person shall be denied the right to vote because of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political
beliefs, sexual orientation or marital or family status.

ELAP for Livestock, Honey Bees

ELAP provides compensation to eligible producers of livestock, honey bees, and farm-raised fish for losses due to dis-
ease, adverse weather, or other loss conditions, including losses due to blizzards and wildfires caused by natural occur-
rence (for example, lightning.) You must have purchased NAP coverage to be eligible. ELAP is for losses that are not
covered by Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP), Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), or Supplemental Revenue
Assistance Program (SURE). Eligible producers under ELAP may receive assistance for losses that occur on or after
January 1, 2008, and before October 1, 2011. Eligible losses include feed losses, physical losses and additional costs in-
curred in providing feed to eligible livestock. Losses due to drought are not eligible.

The two parts to the ELAP application are: 1.Notice of loss and 2.Application for payment

An application for payment cannot be filed until a notice of loss is submitted. Producers who suffered losses in calendar
year 2008 must provide a notice of loss and application for payment in their administrative county office no later than
December 10, 2009. Application for payment for calendar year 2009 losses shall be filed no later than January 30,
2010. Producers who suffered eligible losses January 1, 2009 through September 13, 2009, shall provide a notice of loss
no later than December 10, 2009. Producers who suffered losses September 14, 2009, through December 31, 2009, shall
file a notice of loss within 30 days of when the loss is apparent to the participant, but no later than January 30, 2010.
There are no late filed provisions for ELAP. Producers with eligible losses must timely file an acreage report on grazing
land acres, honey bee colonies and farm-raised fish pond acres. Physical losses of honey bees and honey bee hives lost
due to adverse weather, colony loss or natural occurrence are eligible under ELAP. Producers will be required to provide
documentation of beginning and ending inventory of honey bee colonies when claiming a physical loss of honey bees or
honey bee hives. Physical losses will be compensated at 60 percent of the actual replacement cost of the honey bees or
honey bee hives. Additional ELAP information is available at our office or on line at www.fsa.usda.gov.

Changing Banks

Almost all FSA payments are made electronically using Direct Deposit. This innovation has cut down on the number of
missing and late payments and reduced the time required to move funds. It has been calculated that having a problem
with a payment is 20 times greater with checks than with Direct Deposit. Another benefit is that Direct Deposit to your
account can be made within 48 hours. To keep the system running smoothly, it’s critical to keep the county office staff
up to date on changes you might make in your financial institutions. If you have changed accounts or institutions that
might affect the direct deposit of your FSA payments, contact the FSA county office so we can update our files to insure
continued uninterrupted service.


http://www.fsa.usda.gov/�
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Dates to Remember Selling Land

Nov. 6 County Committee ballots mailed

Nov. 11 Veterans Day Holiday

Dec. 1 2010 NAP Forage deadline

Dec. 1 2010 NAP Honey deadline

Dec. 10 2008 LFP & ELAP sign up deadline
Dec. 15 2010 NAP Fruit/Nut Tree crops deadline
Jan. 30 2009 LFP & ELAP sign up deadline

Selected Interest Rates for
November 2009

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125%
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.875%
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.750%
Limited Resource 5.00%
Farm Ownership — Direct Down Payment, o
- 1.50%
Beginning Farmer or Rancher
Emergency Loans 3.750%

Farm Storage Facility 3.00% to 3.625% depending on term

Sugar Storage Facility

4.00%

Commodity Loans 1996-Present

1.375%

If you’re planning to sell farmland, there may be
some program consequences you should be aware
of. For example, if you’re planning to sell land
that’s enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram, the buyer must agree to continue the enroll-
ment. If the buyer doesn’t want to continue the
CRP contract, you might have to refund all of the
payments you’ve received to date.

Reviewing program implications with your local
Farm Service Agency staff before completing a
sale of farmland is always a prudent precaution.

Farm Loan Year End Reviews

Producers that have a farm loan with FSA are re-
minded they must provide data for their Year-End
Analysis (YEA) to their loan officer each year.
Borrowers are urged to provide this information
timely so that their files can be maintained. The
office will contact you for the data you will need
to provide us.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information,
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases
apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382
(TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”
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