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SURE Signup

Signup for the 2008 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Payments program (SURE) began on
January 4, 2010. SURE 2008 is for those who suffered crop production losses during crop
year 2008.

SURE provides crop disaster assistance payments to eligible producers on farms that have in-
curred crop production or crop quality losses. The program takes into consideration crop losses
on all crops grown by a producer nationwide. SURE provides assistance in an amount equal to
60 percent of the difference between the SURE farm guarantee and total farm revenue. The
farm guarantee is based on the amount of crop insurance and Non-insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage on the farm. Total farm revenue takes into account the
actual value of production on the farm as well as insurance indemnities and certain farm
program payments.

Producers with a farming interest physically located in a county that was declared a primary
disaster county or contiguous county by the Agriculture Secretary must have suffered at least a
10 percent production loss on a crop of economic significance. Producers must meet the risk
management purchase requirement by either obtaining a policy or plan of insurance, under the
Federal Crop Insurance Act or NAP coverage, for all economically significant crops. For 2008
crops, producers had the opportunity to obtain a waiver of the risk management purchase re-
quirement through a buy-in provision. Producers considered socially disadvantaged, a begin-
ning farmer or rancher, or a limited resource farmer may be eligible for SURE without a policy
or plan of insurance or NAP coverage.

If there is no Secretarial Disaster Designation, individual producers may also be eligible for
SURE if the actual production on the farm is less than 50 percent of the normal production on
the farm due to a natural disaster. For SURE, a farm is defined as all crops in which a producer
had an interest nationwide.

For more information on the program or to set up an appointment please give our office a call
at 559-734-8732 Ext.2.

County Committee Election Results

Congratulations to Charlie Pitigliano, Jr. who was re-elected to represent farmers from Local
Administrative Area (LAA) 3 on the county committee. Charlie was elected to his 3rd
consecutive term. The election results for LAA 3 are:

Charlie Pitigliano, Jr. — Elected to the county committee (COC),
Alex Garcia— 1™ alternate to COC,
Doug Van Beek — 2™ alternate to COC

FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the time to complete the election ballot. The county
committee system works only because of your participation.

The committee members will hold their organizational meeting in January to determine who will

" serve as the county committee chairman and vice-chairman.



2010 DCP Signup

Enrollment for the 2010 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) has begun and will continue through June 1, 2010.
USDA urges producers to make use of the eDCP automated website to sign up, or producers can visit any USDA Service
Center to complete their 2010 DCP contract.

USDA computes DCP Program payments using base acres and payment yields established for each farm. Eligible
producers receive direct payments at rates established by statute regardless of market prices. For 2010, eligible producers
may request to receive advance direct payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment. USDA will issue advance
direct payments beginning Dec. 1, 2009. Counter-cyclical payment rates vary depending on market prices. Counter-
cyclical payments are issued only when the effective price for a commodity is below its target price. The effective price
is the higher of the national average market price received during the 12-month marketing year for each covered com-
modity and the national average loan rate for a marketing assistance loan for the covered commodity.

The ACRE Option

The optional ACRE Program provides a safety net based on state revenue losses and acts in place of the price-based
safety net of counter-cyclical payments under DCP. A farm's payment is based on a revenue guarantee calculated using a
S-year average state yield and the most recent 2-year national price for each eligible commodity. For 2010, the 2-year
price average will be based on the 2008 and 2009 crop years.

An ACRE payment is issued when both the state and the farm have incurred a revenue loss. The payment is based on
83.3 percent (85 percent in 2012) of the farm's planted acres times the difference between the State ACRE guarantee and
the state revenue times the ratio of the farm's yield divided by the state expected yield. The total number of planted acres
for which a producer may receive ACRE payments may not exceed the total base on the farm. In exchange for participat-
ing in ACRE, in addition to not receiving counter-cyclical payments, a farm's direct payment is reduced by 20 percent,
and marketing assistance loan rates are reduced by 30 percent.

The decision to enroll in the ACRE Program is irrevocable. The owner of the farm and all producers on the farm must
agree to enroll in ACRE. Once enrolled, the farm shall be enrolled for that initial crop year and will remain in ACRE
through the 2012 crop year.

The June 1, 2010, deadline is mandatory for all participants. USDA will not accept any late-filed applications.
Crop Reporting

The annual requirement of reporting to the FSA office can be referred to as crop reporting, acreage reporting, or crop
certification. Filing an accurate and timely report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage, can prevent loss of
benefits for a variety of Farm Service Agency programs. All cropland on the farm must be reported to receive benefits
from the Direct and Counter-Cyclical program (DCP), Marketing assistance loans, Loan Deficiency Payments, Non-
Insured Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), and the new crop disaster program Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Program (SURE).

The deadline for reporting fall and spring seeded Barley, Oats and Wheat is April 30, 2010. The deadline for all other
crops, including permanent crops and grazing, is July 15, 2010. If the crop has not been planted by the final reporting
date then to be timely filed, this acreage must be reported by 15 calendar days after planting is completed.




Marketing Assistance Loans

Marketing Assistance Loans for crop years 2009 through 2012 are available to producers who share in the risk of pro-
ducing the crop. To be eligible, you must maintain beneficial interest in the crop through the time of application. Benefi-
cial interest means retaining the ability to make decisions about the commodity; responsibility for loss or damage to the
commodity; and title to the commodity. Once beneficial interest in a commodity is lost, the commodity is ineligible for
loan even if you regain beneficial interest.

Commodity loan eligibility also requires you comply with conservation and wetland protection requirements; beneficial
interest requirements, report how you use cropland acreage on the farm and ensure that the commodity meets Commod-
ity Credit Corporation (CCC) minimum grade and quality standards. For commodities to be eligible they must have
been produced by an eligible producer, be in existence and in a storable condition and be merchantable for food, feed or
other uses as determined by CCC. The quality of the commodity in farm storage must be maintained throughout the term
of the loan.

Producers do not have to participate in the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program to be eligible for commodity loans.

Foreign Buyers Notification

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to
report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA.

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to
report the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result
in civil penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County government offices, Realtors,
attorneys and others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting
requirements.

Bank Account Changes
Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into your bank account. In order for timely
payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA county office if your account has been changed or if another fi-

nancial institution purchases your bank. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is not aware of updates to your ac-
count and routing numbers.

FSA Signature Policy
Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation programs
in which either has an interest. This option is automatically available unless a written request for exclusion is made to the

county office staff by either spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses may not sign on behalf of each other for partnerships, joint ventures, cor-
porations or other similar entities.

Individual signatures are also required on certain Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage Facility Loan documents.

For more clarification on spousal signature authority, feel free to contact your local FSA office.

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the county office personally because of work schedules, distance, health, etc., FSA
has a power of attorney form available that enables you to designate another person to conduct your business at the of-
fice. If you are interested, please contact our office or any Farm Service Agency office near you for more information.
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Dates to Remember

January 18 Martin Luther King Day—office closed
January 30 2009 LFP & ELAP sign up deadline

February 15 Presidents Day—office closed Any person who is convicted under federal or
state law of a controlled substance violation could

Controlled Substance

April 30 Small Grains crop reporting deadline be ineligible for USDA payments or benefits.
May 31 Memorial Day—office closed Violations include planting, harvesting or growing
a prohibited plant. Prohibited plants include mari-
plants.
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.875% . .
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.750% Special Accommodations
Farm Ownership — Direct Down Payment, 1.50% ) . .
Beginning Farmer or Rancher -IU 70 Special accommodations will be made upon re-
o quest for individuals with disabilities, vision im-
Emergency Loans 3.750% pairment or hearing impairment. If accommoda-

Farm Storage Facility 2.875% to 3.750% depending on term |tions are required, individuals should contact the
1.375% county FSA office staff directly or by phone.

Commodity Loans 1996-Present

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information,
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases
apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print,
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382
(TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”





<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



