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County Committee Election Results

Congratulations to Mark Heuer was re-elected to represent farmers from Local Admin-
istrative Area (LAA) 2 on the county committee. Mark was elected to his third consecutive
term. The election results for LAA 2 are:
Mark Heuer — Elected to the county committee (COC),
Robert Sepeda — 1* alternate to COC,
Melvin Kausen — 2" alternate to COC

FSA appreciates all of the voters for taking the time to complete the election ballot. The
county committee system works only because of your participation.

The committee members will hold their organizational meeting January 27 to determine
who will serve as the county committee chairman and vice-chairman.

SURE Signup

Signup for the 2009 Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program (SURE) begins Jan. 10,
2011. SURE provides benefits for farm revenue losses due to natural disasters. For SURE,
all crops must be covered by crop insurance, NAP or be eligible for waivers.

A farm enrolled in SURE is eligible when either:

e aportion of the farm is located in a county covered by a qualifying natural disaster
declaration (USDA Secretarial Declarations only) or a contiguous county; or,
¢ the actual production is less than 50% of the normal production.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP)

The noninsured crop disaster assistance program (NAP) is a federally funded program
that helps producers reduce their risk when growing food and fiber crops, specialty crops
and crops for livestock feed. These benefits are only available for crops for which the
catastrophic level of crop insurance is not available. Application for coverage must be
filed by the applicable crop’s application closing date.

To be eligible for NAP payments, producers shall timely:

e File and pay the application for coverage service fee on or before sales closing date

established for that crop.

o File an acreage report and provide verifiable production records for all crops which an
application for coverage has been submitted by deadline dates set for that crop with
your administrative county FSA Office. You must report your acreage and production
on a yearly basis to keep your yield up to date. All production records must be submit-
ted by the subsequent crop year’s final acreage reporting date. Acreage reporting dates
are as follows: Small Grains—April 30th; All crops except Small Grains—1July 15;
Honey—January 2 of the calendar year.

File a notice of Loss (CCC-576) if a natural disaster occurs. A loss must be filed the
earlier of the following: 15 calendar days after the damaging weather or disaster oc-
currence or date to the specific crop acreage is apparent to the producer for low yield
claims; 15 calendar days after the normal harvest date.

File all eligibility and supporting documentation forms by the subsequent crop year’s
final acreage reporting date.

Coverage Period is the tie during which coverage is available against loss of production

of the eligible crop as a result of natural disaster.




NAP eligibility continued
Annual crops

Begins the later of the following: 30 calendar days after the date the CCC-471 is filed; the date the crop is planted, not
to exceed the final planting date.

Ends the earlier of 1 of the following: the date harvest is complete; the normal harvest date in the area; abandonment
of the crop; total destruction of the crop.

Perennial crops (other than those intended for forage)

Begins 30 calendar days after the application closing date.

Ends the earlier of 1 of the following: 10 months from the application closing date; the date harvest is complete; the
normal harvest date; abandonment of the crop; total destruction of the crop.

Biennial and perennial forage crops

Begins the later of either of the following: 30 calendar days after the application closing date; the date following the
normal harvest date of the previous crop year.

Ends the earlier of either of the following: on the normal harvest date; the date the crop is abandoned or destroyed.

Honey
Begins: January 1
Ends: the end of the calendar year
For more information please give our office a call at 559-734-8732

Farming Operation Changes

If you have bought or sold land, or if you have added or dropped rented land from your operation, make sure you
report the changes to the office as soon as possible. You need to provide a copy of your deed or recorded land contract
for purchased property. Failure to maintain accurate records with FSA on all land you have an interest in can lead to
possible program ineligibility and penalties. Making the record changes now will save you time in the spring. Update
signature authorization when changes in the operation occur. Producers are reminded to contact the office of a change in
operations on a farm so that records can be kept current and accurate.

Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation Compliance

Landowners and operators are reminded that in order to receive payments from USDA, compliance with Highly
Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions are required. Farmers with HEL determined soils are
reminded of tillage, crop residue, and rotation requirements as specified per their conservation plan. Producers are to no-
tify the USDA Farm Service Agency prior to conducting land clearing or drainage projects to insure compliance. Failure
to obtain advance approval for any of these situations can result in the loss of eligibility and all Federal payments.

FSA Signature Policy

Husbands and wives may sign documents on behalf of each other for FSA and Commodity Credit Corporation pro-
grams in which either has an interest. This option is automatically available unless a written request for exclusion is
made to the county office staff by either spouse.

There are exceptions to the rule, where spouses may not sign on behalf of each other for partnerships, joint ventures,
corporations or other similar entities.

Individual signatures are also required on certain Farm Loan Program and Farm Storage Facility Loan documents.

For more clarification on spousal signature authority, feel free to contact our office.

Farm Loan Programs

The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit needs. If
you are having trouble getting the credit you need for your farm, or regularly borrow from FSA, direct and guaranteed
loans are currently available.

Ask your lender about an FSA loan guarantee if you’ve had a setback and your lender is reluctant to extend or renew
your loan.



FSA Conservation Loan Program

The Farm Service Agency makes and guarantees conservation loans on farms and ranches to help conserve our natu-
ral resources. The Conservation Loan (CL) Program provides farmers with the credit necessary to implement conserva-
tion measures on their land. The direct CL limit is $300,000 and the guaranteed CL limit is $1,119,000. Guaranteed
loans are available through lenders working with FSA. Applicants will work with Natural Resources and Conservation
Service (NRCS) staff to develop a conservation plan. Conservation practices must be approved by NRCS before FSA
can provide financing. Examples of conservation practices include installation of conservation structures; establishment
of forest cover; installation of water conservation measures; establishment or improvement of permanent pastures; transi-
tioning to organic production; manure management, including manure digestion systems; and more. Contact this Service
Center for more information.

CA Small Farm Conference

Beginning and smaller farmers note that the 2011 California Small Farm Conference will be held this year March 6-8
in San Jose. Scholarships for expenses are available with a deadline for applications on January 10, 2011. For further
information about workshops and a program schedule visit www.californiafarmconference.com According to the web-
site: “The California Small Farm Conference is the state's premier gathering of small farmers, agricultural students,
farmers’ market managers and others involved in the small farm industry. The three day educational conference includes
day-long short courses and on-farm tours; focused workshops; engaging keynote addresses and numerous networking
opportunities. Everything you need to plan a Big Future.”

AGI Compliance

Adjusted Gross Income must be certified by submitting a CCC-926, Average Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) state-
ment annually for any producer requesting benefits. In addition, USDA has a Memorandum of Understanding with the
IRS by which all participants must provide consent for the use/disclosure of tax information to USDA agencies by com-
pleting and submitting a release form (CCC-927 for an individual or CCC-928 for an entity) directly to IRS.

DCP/ACRE Advance Payments

Enrollment for the 2011 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) and also the 2011 ACRE Program has begun
and will continue through June 1, 2011.

Advance payments of 22% on the 2011 DCP program will be available starting December 1, 2010. The remaining
78% of your DCP payment will be issued after October 1, 2011. ACRE is a revenue based payment alternative to the
price-based counter-cyclical (CC) payments.

In DCP, eligible producers receive direct payments at rates established by statute regardless of market prices. DCP or
ACRE contract signatures for enrollment are due by the signup deadline of June 1, 2011.

Bank Account Changes

Current policy mandates that FSA payments be electronically transferred into your bank account. In order for timely
payments to be made, producers need to notify the FSA county office if your account has been changed or if another fi-
nancial institution purchases your bank. Payments can be delayed if the FSA office is not aware of updates to your ac-
count and routing numbers.
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Dates to Remember Controlled Substance
Jan. 10 2009 SURE Program Signup Begins Any person who is convicted under federal or
Jan. 17 Martin Luther King’s Birthday Office Closed | State law of a controlled substance violation
- — - could be ineligible for USDA payments or bene-
Feb. 21 George Washington’s Birthday Office Closed | £+ Violations include planting, harvesting or
April 30 Small Grains Certification Deadline growing a prohibited plant. Prohibited plants
June 1 DCP/ACRE Sianup Deadline include marijuana, opium, poppies and other
gnup drug producing plants.
Selected Interest Rates for
e Special Accommodations
Farm Operating Loans — Direct 1.750% Special accommodations will be made upon
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 4.500% request for individuals with disabilities, vision
= i Di D impairment or hearing impairment. If accommo-
arm Ownership — Direct Down Payment, 1.50% dations are required, individuals should contact

Beginning Farmer or Rancher
Emergency Loans - Actual Loss 3.750%

the county FSA office staff directly or by phone.

Conservation Loan 4.500%

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sex-
ual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any
public assistance program (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means
for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-
720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-
free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish
Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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