
 
 

NEWSLETTER 

2012 FSA County 
Committee Elections 
 The County Committee nomination period 
runs from June 15, 2012 through August 1, 
2012.  For detailed  information please contact 
our office.   
 The election of agricultural producers to 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) county commit-
tees is important to ALL farmers and ranchers.  
It is crucial that every eligible producer par-
ticipate in these elections because FSA county 
committees are a link between the agricultural 
community and the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA).  
 County committee members are a critical 
component of the operations of FSA. They 
help deliver FSA farm programs at the local 
level.  Farmers and ranchers who serve on 
county committees help with the decisions 
necessary to administer the programs in their 
counties. They work to ensure FSA agricul-
tural programs serve the needs of local pro-
ducers.  
 FSA county committees operate within offi-
cial regulations designed to carry out federal 
laws. County committee members apply their 
judgment and knowledge to make local deci-
sions. 
 Due to boundary changes between Local 
Administrative Area 2 (LAA 2) and LAA 3, 
both of these LAA’s will hold elections this 
year. See map on page 2 for new boundaries. 
 

DCP Sign-Up Deadline  
 Enrollment for the 2012 Direct and Counter-
Cyclical Program (DCP) will continue through 
June 1, 2012. USDA urges producers to make 
use of the eDCP automated website to sign-up 
or visit any USDA Service Center to complete 
the 2012 DCP contract. 
  USDA computes DCP Program payments 
using base acres and payment yields estab-
lished for each farm. Eligible producers re-
ceive direct payments at rates established by 
statute regardless of market prices.  For more 
information on this or other programs, please 
contact our office.  

ACRE Program 
 The Average Crop Revenue Election 
(ACRE) offers producers an alternative to Di-
rect and Counter-Cyclical (DCP) payments. 
The ACRE alternative provides eligible pro-
ducers a state-level revenue guarantee, based 
on the five-year state Olympic average yield 
and the two-year national average price.  
 ACRE payments are made when both state- 
and farm-level triggers are met. By participat-
ing in ACRE, producers elect to forgo counter-
cyclical payments.  Producers also agree to 
receive a 20 percent reduction in direct pay-
ments and a 30 percent reduction in loan rates. 
 A decision to elect ACRE binds the producer 
to the program through the 2012 crop year, the 
last crop year covered by the 2008 Farm Bill.  
For more details please contact our office. 
 

2010 SURE Sign-Up Deadline 
 Sign-up for the Supplemental  Revenue As-
sistance Payment  (SURE) program for the 
2010 crop year began Nov. 14, 2011, and will 
end on June 1, 2012.  SURE provides benefits 
for farm revenue losses due to natural disas-
ters. A farm is eligible when either:   
 A portion of the farm is located in a 

county, or a contiguous county, covered by 
a qualify-ing Secretarial disaster declara-
tion.  

 An overall loss greater than 50 percent of 
the actual production on the farm com-
pared to expected production for the farm 
for that year.  

 For producers to be eligible for SURE, they 
must have obtained a policy or plan of insur-
ance for all crops through either the Federal 
Crop Insurance Act or FSA’s Noninsured Crop 
Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). Producers 
must suffer a 10 percent production loss due to 
a natural disaster to at least one crop of eco-
nomic significance on their farm in order to be 
eligible for SURE. 

May/June 2012 
 
Tulare County 
USDA Service Center 

 
3530 W. Orchard Ct 
Visalia, CA 93277 
559-734-8732 Ext. 2 ph 
559-732-2805 fax 
 
Hours 
Monday - Friday 
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
County Committee 
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Charlie Pitigliano, Jr. 
Vice-Chairperson 
Mark Heuer 
Member 
Craig Ainley 
Advisor 
Alex Garcia, 
 
County Office Staff 
Theresa Barajas, PT 
Slade Childers, FL PT 
Becky Garcia, CPT 
Pat Miller, FLO 
Yvonne Newman, PT 
Danielle Parreira, PT 
James Smith, PT 
Kelly Solis, PT 
Lorraine Wilson, PT 
 
Farm Loan Manager 
Tom Roberts 
 
County Executive Director 
Kaye Rydberg 



Local Administrative Area’s (LAA’s) 
for 2012 

LAA 2 and LAA 3 are up for election this year 
You can pick up Nomination Forms (FSA-669A) at the office or 
online at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/elections, scroll down to the links 
under “Election Materials” and CLICK “2012 Nomination Form” 

 



 

Adjusted Gross Income 
 USDA and the Internal Revenue Service have 
established an electronic information exchange 
process for verifying compliance with the ad-
justed gross income (AGI) provisions for farm 
programs.  Written consent is required from 
each producer or payment recipient for the tax 
review process.  No actual tax data will be in-
cluded in the report that IRS sends to FSA.   
 This ensures that payments are not issued to 
producers whose AGI exceeds certain limits.  
The limits set in the 2008 Farm Bill are 
$500,000 nonfarm average AGI for commodity 
and disaster programs; $750,000 farm average 
AGI for direct payments and; $1 million non-
farm average AGI for conservation programs. 
 Participants in CCC programs subject to av-
erage AGI rules must submit form CCC-931 to 
their local FSA County Office to avoid inter-
ruption of program benefits.  This form may be 
obtained from our FSA and NRCS offices. 
 

Farm Reconstitutions 
 At FSA, farms are “constituted” to group all 
tracts having the same owner and the same op-
erator under one farm serial number.  When 
changes in ownership or operation take place, a 
farm reconstitution is necessary.  If an owner or 
operator can not agree about program participa-
tion, like in the case of the new ACRE program, 
then producers should inquire about a reconsti-
tution of the farm at our office. 
 The reconstitution — or recon — is the proc-
ess of combining or dividing farms or tracts of 
land based on the farming operation.  Remem-
ber, to be effective for the current year, recons 
must be requested by Aug. 1, 2012, for farms 
enrolled in specific programs. 
 

GovDelivery – Free Reminders 
 The USDA Farm Service Agency offices are 
moving into paperless operation to save your 
tax payer dollars. Producers can now enroll in 
the new GovDelivery system to receive instant 
electronic deadline reminders, bulletins and 
newsletters direct to your email address. Now 
you don’t have to wait for a printed newsletter 
only occasionally sent through the mail.  
 Producers can subscribe to receive free e-
mail updates by visiting this free enrollment 
website: www.fsa.usda.gov/subscribe.  You can 
also call our office. Give it a try right now. All 
you need is an email address for yourself or a 
family member where you can receive the use-
ful email updates.  

Conservation Compliance 
(HEL & Wetland) 
 Producers intending to remove fence rows, 
convert woodlots to cropland, install new 
drainage, or improve or modify existing drain-
age, must notify the FSA and update Form AD-
1026.  FSA will notify NRCS and NRCS will 
make HEL and wetland technical determina-
tions.  Farmers with HEL determined soils are 
reminded of tillage, crop residue and rotation 
requirements per their conservation plan.  Fail-
ure to obtain ADVANCE approval for any of 
these situations can result in the loss of eligibil-
ity and all federal payments. 
 

Measurement Service 
 Farmers who would like a guarantee on their 
crop plantings and land use acreages can make 
it official by using the FSA measurement ser-
vice. Producers must file a request with the 
county office staff and pay the cost of a field 
visit to have stake and referencing done on the 
farm.  Measurement service is available using 
digital imagery. If an on-site visit is not re-
quired producers are charged a reduced rate. 
 Incorrect acreage self-certification can result 
in reduced program payments, penalty or loss 
of eligibility. 
 Producers can request ortho-imagery and 
CLU covering their land (commonly referred to 
as a clip) at no charge. This would provide the 
acreage of an entire field. 
 

MILC Program 
 FSA’s Milk Income Loss Contract Program 
(MILC) compensates dairy producers when 
domestic milk prices fall below a specified 
level. MILC payments are made when the Bos-
ton Class I milk price falls below $16.94 per 
hundredweight (cwt) as adjusted by the dairy 
feed ration adjustment. The monthly Boston 
price is posted online at:  
http://www.fmmone.com/
Northeast_Order_Prices/
NE_Prices_main_new.htm. 
 Eligible producers should submit the current 
MILC (Milk Income Loss Contract) statements 
for payment. Eligibility for 2012 must be com-
pleted before payments can be dis-
bursed.  Please contact the office to check the 
status of your eligibility.  New producers are 
encouraged to apply for the program any time 
before Sept. 30, 2012. 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political beliefs, 
genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information 
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-
8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Dates to Remember 
May 28 Memorial Day Office Closed 

June 1 
2012 DCP Enrollment Closes 
Farm Record Changes Deadline 

June 1 2010 SURE Sign up ends 

June 15 COC nomination Period Opens 

Aug 1 Last Day to file COC Nomination Form 

Selected Interest Rates for 
May 2012 

 Farm Operating Loans — Direct 1.50% 

 Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 3.50% 

 Farm Ownership – Direct Down Payment,  
 Beginning Farmer or Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans  3.75% 

 Limited Resource 5.00% 

Farm Loan Programs 
 The Farm Service Agency is committed to providing 
family farmers with loans to meet their farm credit 
needs.  Those producers who are having trouble getting 
credit for their farm or who regularly borrow from FSA, 
direct and guaranteed loans are currently available. 
 Ask a lender about an FSA loan guarantee to help with 
a setback or if a lender has been reluctant to extend or 
renew a loan. 
 Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be 
obtained as direct loans for a maximum of up to 
$300,000. Guaranteed loans have a maximum limit of 
$1,214,000.  This makes the maximum combination of 
direct and guaranteed loan indebtedness $1,514,000. 
 The one-time loan origination fee charged on FSA 
guaranteed farm ownership and operating loans has 
increased from 1 percent to 1.5 percent of the guaran-
teed portion of the loan, for loans obligated after 
Oct. 1, 2011. 
 To find out more about FSA loan programs, contact 
the county office farm loan staff. 
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