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County Committee Nominations 
The election of agricultural producers to Farm Service Agency (FSA) county 
committees is important to ALL farmers and ranchers.  It is crucial that every 
eligible producer participate in these elections because FSA county 
committees are a link between the agricultural community and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA).  

County committee members are a critical component of the operations of 
FSA. They help deliver FSA farm programs at the local level.  Farmers and 
ranchers who serve on county committees help with the decisions necessary 
to administer the programs in their counties. They work to ensure FSA 
agricultural programs serve the needs of local producers.  

FSA county committees operate within official regulations designed to carry 
out federal laws. County committee members apply their judgment and 
knowledge to make local decisions.   

The COC nomination period runs from June 17, 2013 through Aug. 1, 
2013. Local Administrative Area (LAA)2 is up for election this year. The 
geographical boundries of LAA 2 is as follows: The south edge is Avenue 
96, west edge is Road 168, north edge is Ave 368 and the east edge is the 
Inyo county line. 

Both Spanish and English nomination forms are available by clicking on the 
links below:  

English 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_english_form.pdf  

Spanish 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/Internet/FSA_File/fsa0669a_es_130405v01.pdf 

COC nomination forms and information regarding COC elections are 
available at the county office as well. 
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June Interest Rates 

Farm Operating Loans - Direct 
1.250% 

Farm Ownership Loans - Direct 
3.375% 

Emergency Loans - 2.250% 

2011 Supplemental Revenue Assistance 
Program Application Deadline 
The last day to submit SURE applications for 2011 crop losses is June 7, 
2013.  The SURE Program provides payments to producers when crop 
revenues are less than the crop guarantee.  The SURE Program payment is 
equal to 60 percent of the difference between the crop guarantee and 
revenue. 

To determine the guarantee and revenue for the SURE Program, all crops 
on all farms for a producer are included in the calculation.  Payments under 
the SURE Program are limited to $100,000.  

To be eligible for the 2011 SURE Program, producers must have crop 
insurance on all insurable crops.  For crops that are not covered by crop 
insurance such as pumpkins and cucumbers, producers must have 
purchased Non Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage.   

For more information concerning the 2011 SURE program please contact 
the office or visit the Farm Service Agency website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/. 

 

 
Sodbusting 
Farmers and ranchers should be aware that if they use highly erodible land for crop production without proper 
conservation measures, they risk losing eligibility to participate in Farm Service Agency programs. 

Before producers clear, plow or otherwise prepare areas not presently under crop production for planting, they 
are required to file an AD-1026, indicating the area to be brought into production. 

If Natural Resources Conservation Service indicates that the area will be highly erodible land, the producer will 
be required to develop and implement a conservation plan on the affected acreage before bringing land into 
production. 

For more information please contact our office. 

 
Banking Changes? 
If you changed banks and did not notified FSA, your payment could be delayed. Payments are electronically 
transferred into your bank account, if we are not aware of changes to your account and routing numbers, there 
could be problems. In order to make timely payments, you need to notify the office if you close your account or if 
another financial institution purchases your bank. It is important that any changes in a producer’s account such 
as type account, bank mergers, routing number or account numbers, be provided to the county office promptly to 
avoid possible payment delay. 

 
Crop Certification 
After spring planting, producers should certify their 2013 acreage. Filing an accurate acreage report for all crops 
and land uses, including failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits for a 
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variety of programs. 

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the disaster event and before disposition of the crop. 
Prevented planting must be reported no later than 15 days after the final planting date. 

Acreage reports are required for many Farm Service Agency programs. March 15 was the deadline for fall 
seeded wheat, barley and oats as well as for almonds, walnuts and stone fruits. July 15 is the deadline for corn, 
cotton, onions, grain sorghum, tomatoes and all other crops. Perennial forage (alfalfa for forage and native 
grasses for grazing) has a deadline of December 15. Citrus, avocados and blueberries had a deadline of January 
15. 

Please give the office a call to set up an appointment if you have not yet certified your 2013 crops. 

 
Controlled Substances 
Program participants convicted under federal or state law of any planting, cultivating, growing, producing, 
harvesting or storing a controlled substance are ineligible for program payments and benefits. 

If convicted of one of these offensives, the program participant shall be ineligible during that crop year and the 
four succeeding crop years for Direct and Counter-Cyclical payments, price support loans, loan deficiency 
payments, market loan gains, storage payments, farm facility loans, Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program payments or disaster payments. 

Program participants convicted of any federal or state offense consisting of the distribution (trafficking) of a 
controlled substance shall, at the discretion of the court, be ineligible for any or all program payments and 
benefits: 

* For up to 5 years after the first conviction 
* For up to 10 years after the second conviction 
* Permanently for a third or subsequent conviction. 

Program participants convicted of federal or state offense for the possession of a controlled substance shall be 
ineligible, at the discretion of the court, for any or all program benefits as follows: 

* Up to one year upon the first conviction 
* Up to five years after a second or subsequent conviction. 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), 
(866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 

 

 

 

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or e-mail address, or stop subscriptions at any time on 
your Subscriber Preferences Page. You will need to use your e-mail address to log in. If you have 
questions or problems with the subscription service, please contact support@govdelivery.com. For all 
other inquiries, please contact askfsa@usda.gov.  
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If you have questions about FSA activities, please view our Frequently Asked Questions page or you may 
also Search our web site. These features are designed to assist you in obtaining the information you are 
seeking. 

This service is provided to you at no charge by the USDA Farm Service Agency. 

This email was sent to kaye.rydberg@ca.usda.gov using GovDelivery, on 
behalf of: USDA Farm Service Agency · 1400 Independence Ave., S.W. · 
Washington, DC 20250 · 800-439-1420 
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