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Sign up underway for the 2008 DCP

Producers have until September 30, 2008 to sign up for the 2008 Direct and
Counter-cyclical Payment Program (DCP). Producers can fill out their 2008 DCP
contract at any USDA or Farm Service Agency County Office.

FSA computes DCP payments using base acres and payment yields established
for each farm. Eligible producers receive direct payments at rates established by
statute regardless of market prices. For 2008, eligible producers may request to
receive an advance payment of 22 percent of the direct payment for each com-
modity associated with the farm. FSA will issue advance direct payments as soon
as practical after enrollment. Final direct payments will be issued after Oct. 1,
2008. Counter-cyclical payments vary depending on market prices, and are issued
only when the effective price for a commodity is below its target price (which
takes into account the direct payment rate, market price and loan rate). For all
eligibility requirements or addition information, contact your local office.

Quality Loss Crop Disaster Signup

Signup for quality losses under the Crop Disaster Program (CDP) began on June 23, 2008.
Producers can apply for crop quality losses at their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) of-
fice.

The CDP provides benefits to farmers who suffered losses to their 2005-2007 crops from
natural disasters and related conditions. Producers who incurred qualifying quantity or
quality losses in 2005, 2006 or 2007 may receive benefits for only one of these years.
However, producers may apply for benefits for losses to multiple crops as long as the
losses occurred in the same crop year.

Only producers who obtained crop insurance coverage or coverage under the Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the year of loss will be eligible for CDP
benefits. Producers must have suffered quality losses of at least 25 percent to be eligible
for CDP Quality Loss. The payment rate is set at 65 percent of the amount of the affected
crop multiplied by 42 percent of the per-unit average market value in the year in which the
loss occurred. Producers may receive assistance for both quantity and quality losses.
However, the total quantity and quality assistance, together with any crop insurance or
NAP payment received for the same crop and the value of the crop production not lost,
must not exceed 95 percent of the total value of the crop absent the disaster.

New Crop Certification Deadline

For 2008, the final crop reporting dates are being extended to August 15, 2008. Late fees
will not be applied if acreage reports are filed by August 15 and all other reporting re-
quirements are met according to 2-CP. This does NOT apply to FCIC—you must still
report timely on insured acreage. Filing an accurate and timely report for all crops and
land uses, including failed acreage, can prevent loss of benefits for a variety of Farm Ser-
vice Agency programs. All cropland on the farm must be reported to receive benefits from
the Direct and Counter-cyclical Program, marketing assistance loans and Load Deficiency
Payments. Report of acreage must account for all cropland on a farm, whether idle or
planted.
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FSA COC Nomination Deadline

County committees play a crucial role in helping county office staff
implement the 2008 Farm Bill. Due to the importance of county committee
members and their roles, producers are encouraged to participate in the
2008 FSA county committee election process by nominating an eligible
candidate by the August 1 deadline.

To become a nominee, eligible individuals must sign form FSA-669A. The
form and other valuable information about FSA county committee elections
are available online at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov; click on News & Events,
then County Committee Elections. Nomination forms for the 2008 election
must be postmarked or received in the local USDA Service Center by close
of business on August 1, 2008.

FSA county committee members make decisions on disaster and
conservation programs, emergency programs, commodity price support
loan programs and other important agricultural issues. Members serve
three-year terms. Nationwide, there are more than 7,800 farmers and
ranchers serving on FSA county committees. Committees consist of three to five members who are elected by
eligible local producers.

FSA will mail ballots to producers beginning Nov. 3. The voted ballots are due back at the local county office either
via mail or in person by December 1, 2008.

Newly elected committee members and alternates take office January 1, 2009.

The United States Department of AgricultureéUSDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of

race, color, national origin, a?e, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion,
sexual orientation, genetic information, ﬁ)olitical beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from
any public assistance programs. (Not all prohibited bases a‘apl to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alterna-
tive means for communication of program information (Braille,

arge print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET

Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights,

1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202)-720-6382 (TDD).
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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