New Haven/Middlesex

County USDA Service
Center

New Haven/Middlesex
County FSA

900 Northrop Road
Suite# A

Wallingford, CT 06492
203-269-6665 (phone)
203-294-9741(fax)
www.fsa.usda.gov/ct

Hours
Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

County Committee:
Bill Weed, Chairman

Nelson Cecarelli, Vice-
Chairman

Richard Brock, Regular
Member

Joyce Werbiski, Minority

Advisor

Next County Committee

meeting: Monday, June

16~ at 7/PM

Staff:
Nancy H. Welsh, County
Executive Director

Ann Marie McCard,
Program Technician

Teresa Peavey,
Program Technician

=

June 2008

Farm Service Agency

New Haven/Middlesex County News

County Committee Elections
“FSA Counts on You”

Since COC elections happen only once a
year, here is an election refresher. For
election purposes, counties are divided
into local administrative areas, or LAAS.
Each LAA selects one producer to serve a
three-year term on the Farm Service
Agency county committee.

Each year, an election is held in an LAA to
replace the committee member whose
three-year term is expiring. In counties
with three LAASs, one seat is up for elec-
tion. In combined counties in some years,
two seats may be up for election.

Nominations

Candidate nominations for the FSA county
committee election will be accepted June
15 through Aug. 1, 2008.

Producers who are residents in the LAA
holding the election and who participate or
cooperate in an FSA program and are of
legal voting age may be nominated to
serve on the county committee.

Individuals may nominate themselves or
others as candidates. Also, organizations
representing socially disadvantaged mi-
norities and women farmers or ranchers
may also nominate candidates.

The nomination form, FSA-669A, is avail-
able at the county office or may be
downloaded from
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area
=newsroomé&subject=landing&topic=cce.

To be valid, the nomination form must be
signed by the person being nominated, in-
dicating agreement to serve if elected.
The completed nomination form must be
returned to the county office by the close
of business on Aug. 1, or postmarked by
midnight Aug. 1, 2008.

Voting

Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters be-
ginning Nov. 3, and must be returned to the
county office by the close of business on
Dec. 1, or postmarked by midnight Dec. 1,
2008.

Agricultural producers of legal voting age
can vote if they participate or cooperate in
any FSA program. A person who is not of
legal voting age but supervises and con-
ducts the farming operations on an entire
farm can also vote.

No one can be denied the right to vote be-
cause of race, color, national origin, sex, re-
ligion, age, disability, political beliefs,
sexual orientation or marital or family
status.

Candidate Eligibility

To hold office as a county committee mem-
ber, a person must meet the basic eligibility
criteria:
= Participate or cooperate in a program
administered by FSA
- Be eligible to vote in a county committee
election
= Reside in the LAA in which the person is
a candidate
= Not have been:
= Removed or disqualified from the of-
fice of county committee member, al-
ternate or employee
= Removed for cause from any public
office or have been convicted of
fraud, larceny, embezzlement or any
other felony
= Dishonorably discharged from any
branch of the armed services.

For additional clarification about county
committee elections, contact your local
county office staff.



Disaster Signup Continues

Eligible farmers and ranchers who suffered
livestock losses, feed losses, or crop loss
damage before Dec. 31, 2007, can still apply
to receive disaster assistance.

FSA continues to accept applications and
make payments for quantity losses under
the Crop Disaster Program (CDP), for losses
that occurred before the end of the 2007
calendar year. In designated disaster coun-
ties producers can still receive assistance
under the Livestock Compensation Program
(LCP) and the Livestock Indemnity Program
(LIP). No ending date has yet been an-
nounced for LIP, LCP, or CDP. Later this
summer FSA will begin making payments to
producers for quality losses under CDP.

For more disaster program information go
online at: http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov

Crop Reporting

The annual requirement of reporting to the
FSA office can be referred to as crop report-
ing, acreage reporting, or crop certification.
Filing an accurate and timely report for all
crops and land uses, including failed acre-
age, can prevent loss of benefits for a vari-
ety of Farm Service Agency programs. All
cropland on the farm must be reported to
receive benefits from the Direct and
Counter-cyclical Program, marketing assis-
tance loans and Load Deficiency Payments.

The certification form FSA-578, Report of
Acreage, must account for all cropland on a
farm, whether idle or planted. The producer
certification deadline for is Tuesday July
15" 2008.

CRP & NAP Certification

Conservation Reserve Program acreage
must be reported to receive annual rental
payments. And, crop acreage for Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
(NAP) must also be reported.

Prevented Planting:

Prevented planting is to be reported no later
than 15 calendar days after the final plant-
ing date.

Failed Acreage:

Reports of failed acreage must be filed be-
fore disposition of the crop, and producers
must be able to establish to the satisfaction
of the county committee that the crop failed
and was prevented from being replanted
through the normal planting period because
of natural disaster conditions.

2008 Compliance

Compliance and spot checks will once
again be utilized during the 2008 crop year.
Instead of locally selecting farms, con-
tracts, deficiency loans, etc. for spot check
and review, a nationwide selection of pro-
ducers is used to achieve a statistical
sampling of participating producers. Spot
check selections are to be conducted
based on a producer’s participation in
Conservation Reserve Program, Direct and
Counter-cyclical Program, Loan Deficiency
Program, etc.

State and County Offices shall view and
print their producer spot check lists as
posted on the designated web site. If an
entity is selected from the national data-
base that is no longer farming or partici-
pating in the 2008 crop year, a notation
shall be made on the spot check list. For
more information about the new spot
check selection procedure, feel free to con-
tact your local Farm Service Agency office
for additional clarification.

Controlled Substances

Program participants convicted under fed-
eral or state law of any planting, cultivating,
growing, producing, harvesting or storing a
controlled substance are ineligible for pro-
gram payments and benefits.

If convicted of one of these offensives, the
program participant shall be ineligible dur-
ing that crop year and the four succeeding
crop years for direct and counter-cyclical
payments, price support loans, loan defi-
ciency payments, market loan gains, stor-
age payments, farm facility loans, Non-
insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
payments or disaster payments.

Program participants convicted of any fed-
eral or state offense consisting of the distri-
bution (trafficking) of a controlled
substance shall, at the discretion of the
court, be ineligible for any or all program
payments and benefits:

e for up to 5 years after the first con-
viction

e for up to 10 years after the second
conviction



e permanently for a third or subse-
guent conviction.

Program participants convicted of federal or
state offense for the possession of a con-
trolled substance shall be ineligible, at the
discretion of the court, for any or all pro-
gram benefits, as follows:
e up to 1year upon the first convic-
tion
e up to 5years after a second or sub-
sequent conviction.

Continuous CRP

The Continuous Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram is a private lands environmental im-
provement program that allows participants
the opportunity to enroll environmentally
sensitive acreages in conservation prac-
tices that will reduce soil erosion, improve
water and soil quality and provide wildlife
habitat and food sources.

The Continuous CRP program is a voluntary
enrollment program. Eligible landowners
enter into contracts that range from 10 to 15
years in length. In return, the landowners
will receive annual rental and maintenance
payments, incentive payments for certain
activities, and cost share for establishment.

To be eligible for enroliment in the Continu-
ous CRP, participants and acreage must
meet certain requirements. Provided the
eligibility requirements are met, FSA will
automatically accept enroliments of acreage
into Continuous CRP. Landowners may en-
roll in the program at any time during the
year.

For more information on Continuous CRP
enrollments or local Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP) availability,
please contact your local FSA office.

Power of Attorney

For those who find it difficult to visit the
county office personally because of work
schedules, distance, health, etc., FSA has a
power of attorney form available that en-
ables you to designate another person to
conduct your business at the office. If you
are interested, please contact our office or
any Farm Service Agency office near you
for more information. If you want a crop

loan, a power of attorney form will need to
be completed for husband and wife, if both
do not come into the office to sign the
forms on the day the loan is disbursed.

Online Services

Producers, if you have Internet access you
can electronically log on, fill out and print
a variety of FSA paper forms in the com-
fort of your home as your schedule allows.
You can also register for secure electronic
access that will allow you to electronically
sign and transmit some forms directly to
the county office staff. If you are new to
the website, first you will want to obtain a
Level 2 USDA Service Center Customer ID
and password at:
http://www.eauth.eqov.usda.gov/ and then
click on "Create an Account Page" link.

USDA eAuthentication is the system used
by USDA agencies to enable customers to
obtain accounts that will allow them to ac-
cess USDA Web applications and services
via the Internet. This includes things such
as submitting forms electronically, com-
pleting surveys online, and checking the
status of your USDA accounts.

If you already have a Customer ID and
password, then click on the following
eForms website at:
http://forms.sc.eqov.usda.gov/eforms/main
servlet and then click on the "Sign In" but-
ton. A disclaimer window will open and af-
ter you read the "Warning message" click
on the "Continue" button.

Then the USDA Web services page will
open to the eAuthentication login page.
Enter your login User ID and password and
then click on the "Login" button. To sign
and transmit forms electronically, you
must sign-up and get a User ID and pass-
word.

Submitting an e-Form is convenient. You
can access information anytime day or
night seven days a week. It's faster and
forms and applications can be submitted
and received in the county office in a mat-
ter of minutes, not days or weeks.
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Special Accommodations

Reasonable accommodations will be made, upon
request, for individuals with disabilities, vision im-
pairment, or hearing impairment to attend or par-
ticipate in meetings or events sponsored by the
Farm Service Agency. If you require special ac-
commodations to attend or participate in one of our
events, please call the FSA county office and we
will be happy to make any needed arrangements.

Dates to Remember

6-15 Candidate nominations for the
FSA county committee begin
7-15 Acreage Reporting Deadline
: Continuous Conservation Re-
Continues serve program
7-18 LCP/LIP Sign-up deadline

Visit our Web site at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/ct

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the
basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or be-
cause all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohib-
ited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA'’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA,
Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call
(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




