Windham County FSA Office

October, November,
& December

2010

139 Wolf Den Road,
Brooklyn, CT 06234-1729

860-774-8397 x 1
860-779-0148 fax

www.fsa.usda.gov/ct

Hours
Monday — Friday
7:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Office Staff

Dawn S. Pindell
County Executive Director, x 109

Diane C. Holowaty
Program Technician, x 111

Sarah M. Phaiah
Program Technician, x 110

Ron Clark
Farm Loan Manager,
860-887-9941 x 105

County Committee

Harold Bishop, Chairman
Betsy Molodich, Vice-Chairman

Charles Tyler, Regular Member

USDA is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.

Supplemental Revenue
Assistance Program
(SURE) for 2009

If producers had a crop loss
greater than 10% in 2009, they
may be eligible for SURE. SURE
requires the purchase of crop
insurance for corn, apples and
other insurable crops and also
NAP for hay and other Non-
insurable crops. If they did not
purchase NAP, a letter requesting
a waiver is required. If approved,
they will be permitted to buy-in
NAP coverage for $250 for 20009.

County Committee
Elections

Be watching your mailbox for
your County Committee election
ballot starting early in November.
Ballots will be mailed to LAA-1
eligible voters in the towns of
Ashford, Eastford, Chaplin,
Hampton, Scotland, Windham
and Canterbury. If you do not
receive a ballot, call the FSA
office. Completed & signed
ballots are due by:

December 6, 2010

NEWSLETTER

Paper Check Conversion
(PCC)

Over the next year, FSA and
Commodity Credit Corporation
(CCC) are moving to an electronic
method for processing producers’
checks/ collections faster.

When checks arrive, they will be
converted into an Electronic
Funds Transfer (EFT). The funds
will be debited from the
producer’s account usually within
24 hours of receipt.

% Historic Barns
of Connecticut

2011 Barns Grant

The Connecticut Trust for Historic
Preservation is accepting pre-
applications by January 1, 2011
for funding up to $5,000 for
assessment, study or stabilization
of barns that are at least 75 years
old. You need to work with and
become a member of the trust to
apply for funding. Info at 203-
562-6312 or http://cttrust.org.



LAA-1 Candidates for County Committee

Charles (Tim) Tyler

Tim is a partner on Tyler Brothers
dairy farm located in Canterbury.
Along with his brother, Bill, they
farm 500+ acres and have 500
animals in a herd of home raised
animals.

Tim grew up on a farm. His father
purchased a calf for each brother
as a 4-H project. The small farm
of 40 acres multiplied to the
present size. Except for 4 years in
the Air Force, farming has been
his life.

He attended the two year School
of Agriculture at the University of
Connecticut.

He is an active member of the
Windham County Farm Bureau,
serving on many committees. For
many years he has served on the
DHI committee and also the
County FSA committee.

Tim feels it is important to
promote agriculture and its
programs by educating the public
on the importance of this
industry to our state.

Jeff Sandness

Jeff was brought up on a 100 acre
orchard in Eastford, established
by his great grandfather, Henry
Buell, in 1889. Jeff graduated
from Ellis Tech Vocational High
School in 1977 and assumed
responsibility in the growing and
harvesting of apples, working
alongside his father, grandfather
and brother, Jonathan.

In 1992, he and his brother
assumed ownership of Buell’s
Orchard. Currently the orchard
consists of apples, peaches,
pears, blueberries, strawberries,
and pumpkins. Their recent focus
is on expanding the retail sales to
include vegetables. Diversification
has led them to produce and
market wholesale caramel apples
and apple cider.

Jeff served as past president of
the Quinebaug Valley Fruit
Growers Assoc., current president
of the Quinebaug Valley Cold
Storage and past president &
current member of the CT
Pomological Society. He is also a
Christian education teacher at the
Eastford Baptist Church.

Jeff believes that the greatest
concern for agriculture in
southern New England is the
threat to the success of family
owned & operated farms by large
corporate farms, which are
dominating local & regional
markets. His goal is to encourage
and support our local farms
through organizations such as the
Farm Service Agency.

Ezequial Garcia

Ezequial owns and operates
Andamaxei Orchard & Nursery
LLC in Chaplin. He produces
apples, blueberries, grapes,
peaches, cherries, a variety of
tomatoes and vegetables.

He also organizes labor for farm
work. Getting crews together to
pick up hay, harvest grapes, pick
vegetables and a variety of farm
labor needs. He works in
Connecticut and in North
Carolina, where he was recently
helping organize the harvest of
sweet potatoes.

Ezequial notes that farmingis a
hard life. Connecticut farmers
need to work together to help
each other and to promote
consumer understanding of what
farmers do. Farming requires
patience, and understanding the
local, state and national
requirements. He states that
farming is the backbone of this
country and we are all fortunate
to have fresh, local agriculture
products.




CT Agricultural Business
Management
Guide

: This resource
- % guide is now

b available on-line free
of charge. It offers help and
guidance for Connecticut’s
farmers and agricultural advisers.
It contains pointers on setting up
and operating an agricultural
business in CT. Topics include:
agricultural labor issues, grant
opportunities, crop insurance,
business planning and applying
for a loan.

This guide was developed by the
Department of Extension, College
of Agriculture & Natural
Resources, and the University of
Connecticut. You can obtain this
guide online:
www.ctfarmrisk.uconn.edu and
click on ‘Connecticut Agricultural
Business Guide’.

2010 DCP Final
Payments

Final DCP payments for 2010
participants will be issued in
October. Producers who received
an advance payment will be paid
the balance. Those who did not
take an advance will be receiving
their full payment amount. These
payments will be direct
deposited.

Trade Adjustment
Assistance (TAA) for
Farmers

TAA for Farmers provides free
training to producers of
agricultural commodities and to
fisherman who have been
adversely affected by import
competition. Producers will be
able to attend intensive
workshops to help them increase
profitability, improve production
efficiency, consider marketing
opportunities, evaluate
alternative enterprises, develop a
business plan and obtain cash
payments.

Connecticut’s eligible
commodities are asparagus and
lobsters. The deadline for
asparagus has passed; the
deadline to apply for lobsters is
December 23, 2010. Applications
are available online at:
http://www.taaforfarmers.org
under Producers of Approved
Commodities. Click “lobster” and
then download Form 229-1.

Farm Storage Facility
Loan (FSFL)

The FSFL program allows
producers of eligible commodities
they grow to obtain low-interest
financing to build or upgrade
farm storage and handling
facilities.

Applications must be submitted
to the FSA county office. An FSFL
must be approved before any site
preparation or construction can
begin.

Eligible commodities include:
corn, grain sorghum, oats, wheat,
barley, hay, renewable biomass,
fruits and vegetables.

The interest rates are:
e 2.125% for 7 year loan

terms

e 2.625% for 10 year loan
terms

e 2.875% for 12 year loan
terms



FSA Conservation Loan
Program (CL)

FSA makes and guarantees
conservation loans on farms to
help conserve our natural
resources. The CL Program
provides farmers with the credit
necessary to implement conser-
vation measures on their land.

Applicants will work with Natural
Resources and Conservation
Service (NRCS) to develop a
conservation plan. Conservation
practices must be approved by
NRCS before FSA can provide
financing. Examples of conser-
vation practices include install-
ation of conservation structures;
installation of water conservation
measures; establishment or
improvement of permanent
pastures; transitioning to organic
production; manure manage-
ment, including manure digestion
systems; etc.
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Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP)
Continuous Sign-up 40

CRP is a program that helps
agricultural producers use
environmentally sensitive land for
conservation benefits. CRP
participants plant long-term,
resource-conserving covers to
improve the quality of water and
air, control soil erosion and
enhance wildlife habitat. FSA
provides participants with rental
payments and cost-share
assistance.
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CALENDAR

Nov. 5 — LAA-1 ballots mailed

Nov. 5 - CT Farm Bureau
Annual Meeting
860-768-1100

Nov. 6 — Fiber Festival of New
England
508-637-1239

Nov. 6 — Beef Sale — 4-H & FFA

laureen.bespuda@uconn.edu
Nov. 11 — Veterans Day
Nov. 20 — NAP deadline
Nov. 25 — Thanksgiving Day
Dec. 6 — Ballot deadline

Dec. 23 — TAA lobster deadline




