
 

"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its program and activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic 
information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. 
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a 
complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-
9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer." 
 

November 2009 
Daniels County FSA  
131 B Hwy 5 East 
PO Box 127 
Scobey, MT   59263-0127 
Phone: 406-487-5366  
FAX:  406-487-2276 
 
County Committee Members 
Rick Marriage – Chair 
Murray Dighans– Vice-Chair 
Alan Danelson– Member 
Karen Tande – Minority Advisor 
 
County Committee meets on the second 
Thursday of every month at 9:00am at the 
FSA Office. 
 
FSA Office Personnel 
Smokey Benson, CED --------- ext. 102 
Lisa Tvedt, PT -------------------- ext. 112 
JoAnn Lekvold, PT -------------- ext. 113 
Bonnie Modine, PT -------------- ext. 114 
Molly Crohn, PT ------------------- ext. 116 
Jaylein Nickels, Loan Officer - ext. 110 
Gerry Farver, Field -------------- ext. 111 
 
Agricultural Lending  
Opportunities 
Questions regarding obtaining credit to 
start or enlarge a farming or ranching 
operation; financing agricultural 
operating expenses; or livestock, 
machinery purchases call: 
Sharon Baillargeon, Farm Loan Manager, 
                          (406) 228-4321 ext, 105  
Jaylein Nickels, Farm Loan Officer, 
                          (406) 228-4321 ext. 107 
Jodie Berg, Farm Loan PT, 
           (406) 228-4321 ext. 111 
 

Dates to Remember:  
Nov. 6 – COC ballots mailed 
Nov. 9 – Financial Management 
Workshop - Production Records 
Nov. 11 – Office Closed – Holiday 
Nov. 23 - Financial Management 
Workshop – Crop and Livestock 
marketing 
Nov. 26 – Office Closed - Holiday 
Nov. 30 – Crop insurance Apiculture 
RI deadline 
Nov. 30 – Crop Insurance PRF-RI 
deadline 
Dec. 1 - NAP Application closing date 
for 2010 honey 
Dec. 7 – Final day to return COC 
election ballots 
Dec. 10 – 2008 calendar year LFP 
losses deadline 

Change in Office Hours 

The Daniels County FSA Office is now open for business 
from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM Monday thru Friday 

 

Deadline for Calendar Year 2008 Losses for LFP and ELAP 
     2008 Calendar year losses for the Livestock Forage Program (LFP) 
and the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) must be filed by December 10, 2009.  
For 2009 and subsequent years signup, applications must be filed no 
later than 30 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which 
the losses occurred.  The losses must occur in the calendar year the 
application is being filed. 
     For both programs, producers must have suffered losses that 
occurred on or after January 1, 2008, and before October 1, 2011.  
Producers are also required to meet a Risk Management Purchase 
Requirement in order to be eligible for these programs.  Producers 
must have timely applied for and obtained either crop insurance; or 
Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance (NAP) coverage or 2008 Buy-in 
for 2008 calendar year losses.  
     Eligible livestock list is available at www.fsa.usda.gov/mt. 

2010 DCP and ACRE Signup Begins     
     Signup for the 2010 Direct and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) 
and the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program has begun 
and will continue through June 1, 2010. No late-filed applications will 
be accepted.  
     DCP payments are computed using base acres and payment yields 
established for each farm.  For 2010, eligible producers may request to 
receive advance direct payments based on 22 percent of the direct 
payment.  Advance direct payments will be issued beginning Dec. 1, 
2009.   
     The optional ACRE Program provides a safety net based on state 
revenue losses and acts in place of the price-based safety net of 
counter-cyclical payments under DCP.  A farm’s payment is based on 
a revenue guarantee calculated using a 5-year state yield and the 
most recent 2-year national price for each eligible commodity.  For the 
2010 crop, the 2-year price average will be based on the 2008 and 
2009 crop years.  The decision to enroll in ACRE is irrevocable.  The 
owner of the farm and all producers on the farm must agree to enroll in 
ACRE.  Once enrolled, the farm shall be enrolled for that initial crop 
year and will remain in ACRE through the 2012 crop year. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 

More Than 900 Farms Enrolled in ACRE 
     FSA approved 911 farms across Montana for the Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) program 
for 2009.  Chouteau County led Montana with 258 approved farms.   
     ACRE is provided through the 2008 Farm Bill and offers producers an alternative to Counter-Cyclical 
payments under the Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP) beginning with the 2009 crop year. The 
ACRE alternative provides eligible producers a state-level revenue guarantee, based on the 5-year state 
Olympic average yield and the 2-year national average price. ACRE payments are made when both 
state- and farm-level triggers are met. By participating in ACRE, producers elect to forgo counter-cyclical 
payments, receive a 20-percent reduction in direct payments and a 30-percent reduction in loan rates.  
A decision to elect ACRE binds the producer to the program through the 2012 crop year, the last crop 
year covered by the 2008 Farm Bill.  ACRE's revenue-based approach makes payments based on price 
and yield movements relative to the guarantee. 

Following is a list of counties and the number of farms approved for 2009 ACRE: 

 
2009 ACRE Election 

County 
Farms 
Approved  County 

Farms 
Approved 

         
Beaverhead 1  Madison 4 
Big Horn 3  McCone 19 
Blaine 32  Meagher 0 
Broadwater 2  Mineral 0 
Carbon 0  Missoula 1 
Carter 4  Musselshell 0 
Cascade 35  Park 4 
Chouteau 258  Petroleum 0 
Custer 1  Phillips 18 
Daniels 17  Pondera 79 
Dawson 2  Powder River 0 
Deer Lodge 0  Powell 0 
Fallon 10  Prairie 0 
Fergus 16  Ravalli 0 
Flathead 16  Richland 6 
Gallatin 3  Roosevelt 70 
Garfield 2  Rosebud 7 
Glacier 3  Sanders 0 
Golden Valley 6  Sheridan 61 
Granite 0  Silver Bow 0 
Hill 42  Stillwater 2 
Jefferson 0  Sweet Grass 0 
Judith Basin 0  Teton 102 
Lake 6  Toole 20 
Lewis & Clark 6  Treasure 0 
Liberty 16  Valley 33 
Lincoln 0  Wheatland 0 
   Wibaux 0 
   Yellowstone 4 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agricultural Financial and Production 
Management Workshops to be Held 
     FSA, in conjunction with Montana State 
University (MSU) Extension Service have begun 
conducting Financial and Production 
Management training. 
     The cost of the training is $100.00 for the six 
week training.  A registration fee of $20.00 will 
be charged for anyone interested in attending a 
single session. 
     This continuing education class is available 
to anyone interested in learning more about 
managing their operation. This course also 
meets the requirements for production and 
financial management training for FSA loan 
recipients. In order to qualify for a certificate, all 
six sessions must be attended.  Participants will 
be asked to pay a registration fee to cover the 
cost of the video conferencing at the first 
session they attend.  Contact your local FSA 
office for additional information and for the 
location and time of the workshops.  
 
COC Ballots Received in November 

     FSA will mail County Committee Election 
ballots to producers located in the Local 
Administrative area #1, Whitetail – Flaxville 
area, beginning Nov. 6th.  The voted ballots are 
due back to the local county office either via mail 
or in person by December 7, 2009.   
FSA county committee members make 
decisions on disaster and conservation 
programs, emergency programs, commodity 
price support loan programs and other important 
agricultural issues.  Members serve three-year 
terms.  Nationwide, there are more than 7,800 
farmers and ranchers serving on FSA county 
committees.  Committees consist of three to five 
members who are elected by eligible local 
producers. 
 
Farm Loan Guaranteed Loan Amount 
Raised 
     The loan limit for FSA Farm Loan Guaranteed 
Loan Program has been increased to $1,112,000.  
The limit is adjusted annually based on the “Prices 
Paid to Farmers Index” compiled by the national 
Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS).  Participating 
lenders can use the Guaranteed Loan Program to 
strengthen a loan’s viability through a guarantee of 
up to 95 percent of the loan amount.  Farmers 
interested in guaranteed loans should apply through 
a conventional lender.   
 

 

Postage Block 

Loan Commodity Quality for 2009 
     Due to excessive moisture in some areas of 
the state and lack of moisture in other areas, the 
quality of harvested grains was affected in 2009.  
When selling these commodities, quality discounts 
reduce the value received.  These same quality 
discounts will apply to USDA commodity loans if 
delivered to Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC) 
at the maturity of the 9 month loan.  These quality 
discounts could result in insufficient funds to cover 
the amount of the loan.  This would result in a debt 
to CCC.  Producers considering obtaining grain 
loans through the FSA commodity loan program 
are certifying not only to the quantity being placed 
under loan but also to the quality of the 
commodity.  County loan rates are based on 
Grade 1 and 2 provisions of the Uniform Grain 
Standards. 

     

Farm Loans for Minority Groups  
     FSA can make direct and guarantee loans to 
those considered as minorities under USDA 
definition.  These groups include women, African 
Americans, American Indians, Alaskan Natives, 
Hispanics, and Asian Americans and Pacific 
Islanders.  Funds can be used to buy and operate 
family-sized farms and ranches. 
      Individuals and entities primarily and directly 
engaged in farming and ranching on family-sized 
operations may apply.  A family-sized farm is 
considered to be one that a family can operate 
and manage itself.  Applicants must meet all 
requirements for FSA’s regular farm loan program 
assistance. Contact the FSA office for exact 
criteria.   
       Repayment terms for direct operating loans 
depend on the collateral securing the loan and 
usually run from 1 to 7 years.  Interest rates for 
direct loans are set periodically according to the 
Government’s cost of borrowing.  Repayment 
terms for direct farm ownership loans are up to 40 
years.  Interest rates for guaranteed loans are 
established by the lender. Applications for direct 
loans are made through the local FSA office.  
Applications for guaranteed loans are made with 
the lender.   
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  FSA Implements New Payment Process for CRP and DCP Payments 
FSA implemented a new centralized payment processing system in October.  Payment transaction statements are being 
mailed to producers for annual Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) payments, final direct payments under the Direct 
and Counter-cyclical Program (DCP) and Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program.  FSA encourages 
producers to keep the payment transaction statements they receive as they will be needed for tax purposes and 
reconciling the FSA-1099s issued in January.   
Since FSA payments are now centralized for the nation, payment reductions for advance DCP payments received or 
haying and grazing of CRP will be offset from the first available payment without regard to contract number, farm 
number, program, or administrative county.  Payments will be reduced for: 

 existing FSA/CCC debt 

 advance direct payments under DCP or ACRE 

 payment reductions for haying and grazing of CRP 
 eligibility determinations implemented with the 2008 Farm Bill (such as direct attribution, member contribution of 

labor and management) 

If an offset is taken for one of these items, it will appear on the payment transaction statement as a payment reduction to 
“Commodity Credit Corporation” but may not clearly state which program, farm number, contract number, or county. 

There are some known software issues with entity payments, such as a corporation or LLC, due to changes in the 2008 
Farm Bill that required member contribution of labor or management.  FSA is working hard to resolve the issues and 
doing their best to ensure delays are minimized with the new system.  Some entities may initially receive a partial 
payment with the balance to be issued as soon as the software issues are resolved.  Questions regarding Treasury 
offsets may be directed to the Treasury Offset Program (TOP) Call Center at 1-800-304-3107. 

Payments are also being routed to the Department of Treasury to comply with the Debt Collection Improvement Act of 
1996.  The Department of Treasury will notify the payment recipient of any offset taken for other delinquent Federal debt.  
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