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Background 
 
The Duck Nesting Habitat Initiative 
is a practice under the 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) for wetlands restoration to 
benefit duck nesting.  This practice 
allows producers to restore up to 
100,000 acres of wetland 
complexes in five states that are 
located outside of the recognized 
100-year floodplain. 
The practice will enhance duck 
nesting habitat on the most duck-
productive areas of Iowa, 
Minnesota, Montana, North 
Dakota, and South Dakota. 
The USDA Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) collaborated with US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS) to 
determine where enhanced nesting 
cover would have the greatest 
positive impact on duck 
populations.  
Restoring wetland systems will also 
provide vital habitat for other 
wildlife species, filter runoff, 
recharge groundwater supplies, 
protect drinking water, and reduce 
downstream flooding. 
 
Objectives 
 
Counties affected by the initiative 
in Montana are Blaine, Daniels, 
Phillips, Roosevelt and Sheridan.  
The objective of the initiative is to 
restore wetlands and buffers 
located within these counties to: 
 Provide nesting and brood-

rearing habitat for ducks and 
other ground-nesting birds 

 Restore and enhance water 
quality 

 Reduce impacts of flood 
events 

 Enhance wildlife habitat 
 Reduce soil erosion 
 
Signup Period 
 
Signup will begin October 2, 2006, 
in Blaine, Daniels, Phillips, 
Roosevelt and Sheridan counties.  
Offers will be accepted under 
continuous signup criteria until the 
allocation of 8,000 acres is 
reached. 
 
Eligible Land 
 
This practice may be applied to: 
 Areas designated by FWS as 

having dense populations of 
duck pairs (greater than or 
equal to 25 breeding duck 
pairs per square mile.)  Areas 
that do not meet the density 
criterion of greater than or 
equal to 25 breeding duck 
pairs per square mile are not 
eligible for the Duck Nesting 
Habitat practice but may be 
enrolled under the CP23A, 
Wetland Restoration, Non-
Floodplain practice. 

 Cropland located outside the 
recognized 100-year flood 
plain of a permanent river or 
stream  

 Cropped wetlands capable of 
being restored or enhanced 
and the associated buffer 
areas.  The buffer to wetland 
ratio must, at a minimum 
equal 4 to 1 but shall not 
exceed 10 to 1 

 Cropland that has been 
planted or considered planted 
to an agricultural commodity 
during 4 of the 6 crop years 
from 1996 through 2001. 

Eligibility 
 
To be eligible for cost share, this 
practice shall: 
 
 Restore the functional 

capability and values of the 
wetland ecosystem to a level 
determined by the participant 
in consultation with FSA and 
the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) 
or a Technical Service Provider 
(TSP) including the following: 
1. prevent degradation of the 

wetland area and 
surrounding upland area 
from recurring 

2. increase sediment trapping 
efficiencies 

3. improve surface and 
ground water quality  

4. prevent excessive erosion 
from recurring 

5. provide waterfowl and 
other wildlife habitat 
reduced flood flows 

 Be included in an approved 
conservation plan 

 Be maintained for the life of 
the CRP contract 
 

 
Incentive Payments 
 
A one-time wetland restoration 
incentive payment of up to 25 
percent of the cost of restoring the 
hydrology of the site is authorized.  
Other incentives, including Signing 
Incentive Payment (SIP) and 
Practice Incentive Payment (PIP) 
do not apply to this practice. 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits 
discrimination in all its programs and activities on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, 
disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital 
or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice 
and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write 
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, 
Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C., 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 
(voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer.  

 

 
 
For More Information 
 
Additional information may be 
obtained at local FSA offices or 
through the Montana FSA Web site 
at www.fsa.usda.gov/mt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




