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Amendment Transmittal

A Reasons for Amendment

This handbook has been amended to incorporate minor revisions to:

e replace references to “farms” with “NIPF”
e correct typographical errors.

Subparagraph 51 A has been amended to remove financial assistance provided through State
programs as duplicate payments.

Paragraphs 86 and 87 have been amended to clarify about the TA reimbursement process.

Subparagraph 146 A has been amended to clarify salvage value received by EFRP participants
will not impact C/S calculation.

Paragraphs 172 and 173 have been amended to clarify that a revision to FSA-848A is not
required when the participant performs a lesser extent than the extent approved and the technical
agency certifies the performance extent.

Exhibit 17 has been amended to indicate grazing may be permitted on restored lands according
to Conservation Practice Standard 381, Silvopasture.
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Par. 1
Part1 General Information

Section 1 General Provisions
1 Overview
A Handbook Purpose

This handbook provides policies and procedures for STC’s, COC’s, and State and County
Offices administering EFRP.

These procedures cover the following areas:

reviewing State and county programs

managing EFRP funds allocated to State and County Offices
providing technical services needed for designated practices
eligibility of persons, legal entities, land, and practices
administrative responsibilities of STC’s and COC’s

EFRP practices and guidelines.

EFRP is established to carry out emergency measures to restore NIPF damaged by natural
disaster.

2 EFRP Authorization
A Source of Authority

Agricultural Credit Act of 1978, Section 407 (16 U.S.C. 2206) as amended by the Food,
Conservation and Energy Act of 2008, Section 2106 is the statutory authority for EFRP.

The regulations at 7 CFR Part 701 govern EFRP.
B EFRP Objectives

EFRP is a cost share (C/S) program. Subject to the availability of funds, the objective of
EFRP is to make C/S assistance available to eligible owners of NIPF for performing
approved emergency forest restoration practices to rehabilitate NIPF and other eligible
conservation structures damaged by natural disasters such as:

hurricane and typhoon

tornado

high winds, including micro-bursts
storm, including ice storms

flood

high water

wind-driven water

tidal wave
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Par. 2
2 EFRP Authorization (Continued)

B EFRP Objectives (Continued)

earthquake

volcanic eruption

landslide

mudslide

severe snowstorm

drought

wildfire by lightning or when exacerbated by natural conditions
explosion

other natural phenomena.

C Entitlement to Payment

All EFRP payments are subject to eligibility provisions and the availability of funds,
therefore EFRP is not:

e an “entitlement” program
e intended to fully compensate everyone who suffers a loss.

D Qualifying Minimum Cost of Restoration

NIPF damage eligible for C/S must be of a magnitude that it would be too costly to
rehabilitate without Federal assistance.

Based on the needs determination and the applicant’s total allowable cost of all practices for
the same disaster event, the minimum qualifying cost of restoration at the time of application
is set at $1,000 per participant receiving a share on FSA-848.

STC may establish a higher minimum qualifying cost of restoration.

Applicants may request a waiver of the minimum qualifying cost of restoration to COC. The
waiver must be in writing and document how:

e failure to grant the waiver will result in environmental damages or hardship to the
applicant

e the waiver will accomplish the goals of the program.

Any approved waiver of the minimum qualifying cost of restoration will be reviewed by the
STC representative and recorded in the COC minutes.
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3 Related Handbooks

A Other Related Handbooks

2-10-23

Handbooks that relate to EFRP are listed in the following table.

Par.3

IF the material concerns... THEN see...
audits and investigations 9-A0.

State and County organization and administration 16-A0.
appeals, mediation and litigation 1-APP.
directives management 1-AS.

forms and graphics management 3-AS.
records management 32-AS.

FSA file maintenance and disposition manual 32-AS Supplement.
common management and operating provisions 1-CM.
common payment system 9-CM.

farm records and reconstitutions 10-CM.
customer data management 11-CM
County operations review program 1-COR.
acreage and compliance determinations 2-CP.
equitable relief and finality rule 7-CP.

CRP 2-CRP.
Disaster designations 1-DIS.
STORM automation 2-DIS.
Emergency Conservation Program 1-ECP.
EFRP Automation 2-EFRP.
environmental quality and compliance 1-EQ.
processing payments through NPS 1-FL
Interest rates 50-FI.
managing FSA and CCC debts, receivables, and claims 58-FI.
Handling prompt payment interest penalties 61-FI.
reporting data to IRS 62-FI.
Financial Services web application (assignments and joint payments) | 63-FL

FOIA 2-INFO.
Web-based Subsidiary Files for 2009 and future years 3-PL (Rev. 2).
payment eligibility, payment limitation, and average AGI 6-PL.

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 1
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Par. 4
4 Relief Actions

A  Waiver Authority
Any procedural provision in this handbook may be waived by DAFP:

e unless prohibited by statute or regulation.
e after justification and recommendation by STC.

B Additional Waiver Authority

Waiver authority in this paragraph is in addition to, and is not a substitution for, either of the
following:

e appeal provisions in 1-APP
e waiver provisions in 7-CP.

5 AD-1026 Requirements
A EFRP Coverage

EFRP is not covered by HELC and WC provisions in the Food Security Act of 1985, as
amended. Therefore, AD-1026 is not required.

6 Payment Limitations
A Maximum Payment Limitation

The maximum EFRP payment per person or legal entity, per disaster is $500,000. The
payment limitation will be applied based on the disaster ID assigned by EFRP-PM.

B Program Payment Information
Direct attribution provisions apply to EFRP. CCC-902 completed within the Business File
application, according to 6-PL and 3-PL (Rev. 2), is required for all persons and legal entities

requesting EFRP benefits. Payment eligibility determinations are required for the year in
which the disaster occurred. See 9-CM for additional information on direct attribution.
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Par.7
7 AGI Compliance

A AGI Provisions

Unless a certain appropriation specifically identifies AGI as a requirement, AGI provisions
do not normally apply to EFRP. See 6-PL.

8 Assigning Program Payment
A C/S Payment
C/S payment earned under EFRP may be assigned or issued jointly according to 63-FI.
9 Record of Natural Disasters
A Maintaining County History

County Offices must maintain a permanent file (hard copy and/or electronic) on all natural
disasters according to 1-DIS. This includes a disaster that severely damages NIPF in the
county, regardless of whether the disaster is approved for EFRP. This information can be
used as a basis for future EFRP requests and designations.

B Minimum Permanent File Requirements for EFRP

In addition to requirements in 1-DIS, a permanent file of disasters that necessitate EFRP
assistance is required. At a minimum, the following should be included in the EFRP
permanent file:

e dates

type of natural disaster

a record of the areas affected

total program funds earned, if applicable
map with areas identified

other items such as the Loss Assessment Report (LAR) and relevant news articles from
local media.

File with other EFRP documents according to 32-AS.
10 Program Year
A EFRP Program Year

The EFRP program year is the FY in which the disaster starts.
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Par. 11
11 Forms and Supplementation

A National Forms
STC’s, COC’s, and State and County Offices will use nationally prescribed forms.

The following EFRP forms will be automatically generated through CSS according to
2-EFRP:

FSA-848, Cost-Share Request

FSA-848-1, Continuation of FSA-848

FSA-848A, Cost-Share Agreement

FSA-848A-1, Continuation of FSA-848A

FSA-848B, Cost-Share Performance Certification and Payment
FSA-848B-1, Continuation of FSA-848B.

Note: If the form is not available through CSS, forms may be accessed online at the FFAS
Employee Forms/Publications Online Website. Any forms not generated through
CSS must be entered in CSS within 5 workdays of receipt of the form.

B Adding, Modifying, or Withdrawing Provisions
State supplements to this handbook must not be less restrictive than the provisions of this

handbook. State-specific amendments may be made that are consistent with EFRP
provisions. For permanent directives, the following guidelines must be followed:

submit to CD for review and approval before issuance to the State Service Center
e issue only as a supplement to this handbook
Note: Do not create a separate State handbook.
¢ do not modify national wording when adding supplemental information
e State Offices may supplement this handbook’s instructions according to 1-AS.

Note: The National EFRP-PM may periodically select State Office amendments for
review.
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Par. 12
12 FSA-770 EFRP

A Using FSA-770 EFRP
FSA-770 EFRP (Exhibit 6) must be considered a management tool to help address
deficiencies identified by a review or spot check of whether policies and procedures are

being followed, before issuing EFRP approvals and/or payments.

County Offices that have not implemented EFRP within the last 2 years must complete
FSA770 EFRP for the first 10 applications per Service Center.

B FSA-770 EFRP Information

It is not intended for FSA-770 EFRP to supersede or replace procedure. County Offices
should:

e use FSA-770 EFRP as a reminder of the most frequently “erred” determinations and
certifications

e recognize that the questions asked on FSA-770 EFRP are very general in nature.
C Completing FSA-770 EFRP
SED, STC or designees, DD, or CED will determine:

¢ if County Offices need to complete additional FSA-770 EFRP forms if apparent internal
control deficiencies are found during CED, STC representative, or DD reviews

e whether the applicable FSA-770 EFRP is necessary to ensure policy and procedures
followed

e when additional internal controls are necessary to reduce improper payments.

Note: The FSA-770 EFRP form developed by the National Office, is the only authorized
checklists for EFRP. State Offices may approve supplemental checklists to be used
by County Offices; however, these will not replace the National forms, are not
considered official forms, and must not contain participant signatures.

13-18 (Reserved)
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Par. 19
Section 2 EFRP Administration and Responsibilities

19 National Office Responsibilities
A Annual Program Administration Activities
FSA National Office is responsible for:

program oversight and implementation

implementation requests

funding requests and allocations

coordination with Forest Service on technical assistance reimbursement
sign up extensions

practice extension requests beyond COC and STC authority

approval authority over $250,000

other waiver approvals.

20 EFRP Annual Program Administration Activity
A Administration Actions
At the beginning of each FY:
e SED will consult with SEC, STC, and, as applicable, SEB, NRCS, USFS and/or local
State Forestry Agency, and other technical service providers about any areas of concern

within the State or the implementation of EFRP practices

e State Offices must review NRCS average costs when developing the EFRP total
allowable cost of all potential EFRP practices and components (see paragraph 67)

Note: State Office will send a list of potential EFRP practices/components and the

proposed C/S level to COC’s for review. All COC suggested changes must be
sent back to STC for approval.
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Par. 20
20 EFRP Annual Program Administration Activity (Continued)

A Administration Actions (Continued)
e STC must:

e review the practices/components and C/S level proposed by STO
e the suggested changes provided by COC’s
e approve a total allowable cost for all potential EFRP practices/components

o State Offices will load STC established practices/components and C/S level in Program
Provisioning

Note: County Offices will copy applicable components from the State list to their
county list in the event of a disaster and EFRP implementation. Counties are only

authorized to use their respective State’s STC established components and rates.

e SED and applicable CED’s will consult with USFS and/or local State Forestry agency
staff about establishing TA needs.

Note: Additional guidance about TA can be found in Part 4.
21 STC Responsibilities

A Program Administration
STC:
e isresponsible for administering EFRP within the State according to national policy
e may delegate the authority to sign documents showing action taken by STC’s designee
Example: If DD is designated by STC, then DD could act for STC as their designee.

B STC Action
Within the authorities and limitations in the national program, STC’s will:

e direct the development and administration of EFRP within the State
e document STC actions in minutes or other written record according to 16-A0.
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Par. 22

22 SED Responsibilities

A SED Action

SED must:

2-10-23

implement EFRP as directed by STC and within national policy
supervise and monitor operations to ensure that:

e EFRP policies are followed

e operations are uniform among County Offices

provide training as necessary for COC’s, CED’s, PT’s, and others, so that County Offices
clearly understand EFRP policies and responsibilities

verify that the necessary and appropriate monitoring activities are completed and
documented, such as:

e ensuring action is taken for review of the minimum (5) FSA-848’s as required,
according to paragraph 131, and documented on FSA-770 EFRP;

e determining if additional sampling and monitoring is needed for EFRP
implementation and assistance

e collecting and reviewing a sampling of FSA-848’s reviewed and documented on
FSA-770 EFRP at the local level;

e reviewing monthly monitoring reports according to paragraph 335 and addressing any
deficiencies identified.

ensure that information submitted to EFRP-PM is complete and supports the request for
EFRP implementation and funds

Note: If a COC request for funding is incomplete or is not supported by the
documentation provided, SED should respond to COC to either deny the request
or suggest a revision.

allocate funds to County Offices after funding is provided by EFRP-PM

monitor funding at County Offices to ensure that unused funds are returned to the
National Office promptly.
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Par. 23
23 COC Responsibilities

A EFRP Administration
COC must administer EFRP according to national and State policy.
Note: CED is responsible for implementing COC policies.

B COC Action
COC determinations must be made by COC. See 16-AO0.

Note: COC may delegate authority to an individual COC member according to
paragraph 26.

C Documenting COC Determinations

Written documentation of COC determinations is required. Routine COC determinations
may be documented by its delegate signing a form on behalf of COC.

D Acceptable Documentation
Either of the following is acceptable to record other types of COC determinations:

e annotation on the document of the COC determination, signed and dated by a COC
member on the document

e astatement signed and dated by a COC member and attached to the document.

Note: The action recorded on the document must be cross-referenced to COC minutes and
the COC minutes much reflect the action.
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Par. 23
23 COC Responsibilities (Continued)

E Required COC Minutes Documentation

Each COC or designee determination will be documented in COC minutes and include the
following:

e participant’s name
e application control number
e farm number/tract number

¢ sufficient information specific to each COC determination to create a justifiable record to
support COC actions.

Note: COC designee action may be documented in minutes as action between meetings.
24 CED Responsibilities
A EFRP Administration
CED is responsible for the day-to-day administration of the county EFRP, as directed by

COC, according to national and State policy and procedure. Authority is limited only to
those provided in national and State policy.
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Par. 24

24 CED Responsibilities (Continued)

B CED Actions

CED must:

e ensure that current versions of both 1-EFRP and 2-EFRP are available and are reviewed
by County Office staff

e ensure that practice and component data on the County Component Table is updated in
the Program Provisioning application

e issue FSA-848 (Exhibit 10) and FSA-848A (Exhibit 11) to applicants

e issue referrals to and coordinate with applicable technical agency or agencies for TA
e process C/S for payee

e approve payments to participants using FSA-848B (Exhibit 12)

e ensure appropriate review and/or approval of specific FSA-848’s is performed according
to paragraph 131

e Complete monitoring activities according to paragraph 335
e perform and document spot checks.

Note: CED may designate the program technician to perform these and other functions, with
the exception of approval of payments to participants, without formal delegation.

25 County Office Employee Action

A County Office Action

2-10-23

In addition to COC minutes, County Office employees must ensure that the facts obtained,
and the actions taken are made a written record by recording the facts on either of the
following:

e the submitted document
e a statement attached to the document.

Note: The County Office employee must sign or initial and date the documentation.
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Par. 26
Delegations of Authority

A COC Delegated Authorities
Authorities that may be delegated to CED or an individual COC member include:
e determining:

e cxtent of an EFRP practice/component that COC will approve (according to the needs
determination provided by the technical agency)

e sufficiency of signatures and authority of persons signing in a representative capacity
e value of:
¢ ineligible contributions by participants

e contributions of each person or legal entity who contributed to performing a
practice

e approving:
e applications for C/S
e changes in approved extent and C/S

e increases in the requested extent, C/S, or both, if supported by the needs
determination on FSA-848, page 2

e whether EFRP should be requested.
B STC Delegated Authorities
Only STC authority to act on the first request to extend the practice expiration date may be

delegated to SED or DD. Any action on a County Office employees’ application cannot be
redelegated and must go to STC.
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Par. 26
26 Delegations of Authority (Continued)

C Limitations on Delegations
The following are limitations on delegations:
e COC must:

e establish the specific determinations described in subparagraph A, if any, that will be
delegated to CED

e record in COC minutes
e file according to 32-AS

e authority cannot be delegated to CED to act on matters involving the farms of STC or
COC members, or County Office employees

e CED must carry out responsibilities according to COC delegations

e COC must review delegated authorities annually to ensure that the authorities are being
followed.

D Authorities Not to Delegate
The following COC authorities must not be delegated:

e hearing appeals for reconsideration and making decisions on appeals
e determining whether there is a violation of EFRP provisions
e determining priorities for EFRP requests.

E Voting Limitation

A COC member must abstain from voting on any determination about a farm in which that
member or an immediate family member has a personal interest.

27 Arbitrary Hold Downs
A Authorization of Arbitrary Hold Downs

Arbitrary hold downs are not authorized when establishing C/S rates and limitations.
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Par. 28
28 Easements, Permits, Rights-of-Way, and Water Rights

A Persons and/or Legal Entities Responsible for Obtaining Easements and Permits
Persons and/or legal entities wanting to perform practices that require State or Federal
permits are responsible for obtaining the easements, permits, rights-of-way, water rights, or
other permission necessary to perform and maintain practices for the practice lifespan.

B Approving C/S
COC will:

e not pay C/S, if the necessary easements, permits, or other necessary permission have not
been obtained by the participant

¢ indicate on the EFRP Agreement in the “Remarks” section whether necessary
authorization has been obtained

e confer with responsible technical agency to ensure that necessary easements, permits, or
other necessary permission have been obtained by the participant.

C Verifying Permission Has Been Obtained

The permission from the authority must be in writing, and a copy must be provided to the
County Office before paying C/S for the practice.

D Participant’s Responsibility for Losses

The person or legal entity receiving EFRP C/S is responsible to FSA for any losses sustained
by the Federal Government if the person or legal entity:

¢ infringes on the rights of others
e does not comply with applicable laws or regulations.
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Par. 29
29 Bartering

A Applicability

Bartering is allowable as an eligible cost for EFRP C/S when COC, on a case-by-case basis
and with STC approval, determines that the following apply:

e Dbartering directly relates to the EFRP practice

Example: Participant exchanges 1,000 straw bales produced on the farm for 250 hours
of fence building labor.

e value of the bartered goods and services is commensurate with the services rendered or
goods received

Note: Bartering statements must provide the terms of the agreement complete with
values for goods and services. If selected for spot check, participants must be
able to provide the bartering agreement. If selected for review, bartering
agreements must be submitted with other supporting documentation.

e EFRP C/S payment will not be made until bartered goods have been received or the
bartered service has been rendered.

Note: Bartering will not be used as a device to circumvent any EFRP policies or
procedures, or as a method to evade any payment limitations.

B Record of Barter
The EFRP participant will present a signed document that provides the details of barter
agreements before C/S is processed. The documentation must provide sufficient information

for COC to determine when bartered goods or services were exchanged.

If bartered goods or services are not actually received or rendered, the participant will be
required to refund any C/S paid for the bartered services or goods.

C Legality
USDA has no involvement in the terms of the agreement for bartered goods or services.
Bartered services are strictly between the participant and the supplier of the bartered goods or
services.

D Spot Checks

COC will ensure that all C/S payments involving bartered goods or services are included in
an EFRP spot check.

30-33 (Reserved)
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Par. 34
Part2 EFRP Eligibility

Section 1 Person and Legal Entity Eligibility
34 Eligible and Ineligible Persons and Legal Entities
A Person and Legal Entity Eligibility
See 6-PL for eligibility determinations for persons and legal entities.
B Individual Eligibility Determinations

Determine eligibility for EFRP assistance on an individual basis considering the type and
extent of damage. See paragraph 73.

COC must determine:
e which cases are true emergency situations

e whether the damage is of a magnitude that it would be too costly to rehabilitate without
Federal assistance.

C Assistance Not Needed

To qualify for assistance, the eligible damage must be so costly that Federal assistance is or
will be required to restore NIPF land damaged by the natural disaster. See paragraph 73.

D Organizations With Taxing or Assessment Authority

Irrigation, drainage, and other district organizations with taxing or assessment authority for
conservation purposes are not eligible to receive C/S.

E Assistance in Organized Districts

Assistance may be provided to participants individually or in organized districts, such as
irrigation districts, unless restoring the damage is the responsibility of the irrigation district.

35 Determining Eligible and Ineligible Persons and Legal Entities
A Determining Eligibility

By law, EFRP eligibility is limited to owners of NIPF. Determine EFRP participant
eligibility according to the following table.
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Par. 35
35 Determining Eligible and Ineligible Persons and Legal Entities (Continued)

A Determining Eligibility (Continued)

IF an applicant is a... AND... THEN the applicant is...
individual a NIPF landowner | eligible for EFRP benefits.
corporation/LLC/LP who contributes to

general partnership the practice cost

group of individuals

Indian tribal venture

individual operating as a business
joint venture

estate

trust

State/local government ineligible for EFRP benefits.

Federal entity

city/county

public school

minor only eligible if they are the
eligible NIPF landowner. See
1-CM and 6-PL.

36 Forestry, Woodland, and Tree Farm Associations

A Eligibility for C/S

Forestry, woodland, and tree farm associations that meet the requirements in paragraph 35
are eligible for C/S.

Note: Ifthe association is only a permittee or licensee with respect to the land, it is
ineligible.
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Par. 37
37 Clubs and Organizations

A Eligibility of Clubs and Organizations

Youth clubs, sports clubs, and organizations such as 4-H clubs, Future Farmers of America,
and scout troops are eligible for C/S if:

e they own the land
e they qualify as an eligible person or legal entity according to paragraph 35

e the necessary EFRP forms are signed by an adult who officially represents the
organization

e the land meets land eligibility requirements and is NIPF.
38 Government Entities
A Federal and State Government and Agencies

A Federal or State government, or any of their agencies, is not an eligible person or legal
entity under EFRP.

Note: State-supported colleges or universities are ineligible under EFRP.
B Local Government Units

County, city, or other local Government units are ineligible for EFRP.
C School Districts

An independent school district is not eligible persons or legal entities under EFRP.
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Par. 39
39 Organized Districts

A Policy
Participants or groups that are eligible persons or legal entities and are either members of
districts or have land in a district may voluntarily carry out eligible practices with their own
funds and be eligible for C/S in districts or on facilities owned by districts.
C/S may not be approved where the district has both:

o the legal obligation to carry out the conservation improvement measures

¢ the authority to levy taxes or assessments on its member’s land, water rights, or other
property that, if not paid, may become a lien.

B Definition of District
District, for the purposes of this handbook, means organized districts, mutual water

companies, and associations. For the purposes of this policy, districts must include those
formal and informal organizations that have the following characteristics:

e are formed under State law to either:
e solve a mutual problem, such as, flood control
e carry out a mutual purpose, such as, distribution of irrigation water

¢ have the authority to tax or assess individual members to carry out the proposed
conservation measures

e can encumber the member’s land, water rights, or other property through unpaid liens.
C Eligibility of Organized Districts
The district, as a separate and distinct entity from its individual stockholders or members, is

eligible for C/S on NIPF when it qualifies as an eligible person or legal entity according to
paragraph 35.
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Par. 39

Organized Districts (Continued)

D Eligibility of Individuals or Groups Within Organized Districts

2-10-23

Within a district, any eligible person may perform any eligible EFRP practice in the
approved county that is on or for the benefit of the participant’s NIPF.

C/S must be paid to or on behalf of the individual eligible person or legal entity.

Participants may hire a district or other vendor as the contractor to do the work for
performing practices. Practices performed by contractors will be eligible, and the cost to the
participants will be treated as their contributions.

DAFP Waiver Authority

DAFP may grant waivers on an individual basis with proper documentation.

Exceptions may be granted when State law or similar statute limits the amount that districts
can tax or assess its members to the point that the districts cannot derive sufficient funds to

carry out eligible conservation measures.

When an exception is granted, costs may be shared with individual members who voluntarily
perform the measure using their own funds.

Contributions Made by Districts
Contributions by a district to a project being voluntarily performed by eligible participants

using their own funds may be considered the contributions of an ineligible person or legal
entity.
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Par. 39
39 Organized Districts (Continued)

G Example of Ineligible Contributions Made by District
The XYZ Ditch Company (XYZ) charter provides for the following:
e XYZ will supply available water to members
e XYZ will operate and maintain the ditch system

e XYZ will annually assess members an amount set by XYZ and approved by XYZ’s
members holding a majority of the water shares

o if the assessment is not paid in a timely manner, XYZ is obligated to sell the shares of the
delinquent member.

Note: XYZ is not obligated to improve the system.

XYZ does not own or lease NIPF; therefore, XYZ does not qualify as an eligible person or
legal entity according to paragraph 35.

40-45 (Reserved)
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Par. 46
Section 2 Land Eligibility

46 Eligible Land
A General Provisions

The provisions in this subparagraph apply to specific land for which an EFRP application has
been filed.

Land that is eligible under EFRP includes rural NIPF that:
e is physically located in a county or portion of a county that has been approved for EFRP

e has existing tree cover (or had tree cover immediately before the natural disaster and is
suitable for growing trees)

¢ has natural resource damage caused by a natural disaster that, if not treated, would impair
or endanger the natural resources on the NIPF and would materially affect future use of
the land.

If land is within NIPF and conservation structures are installed on the land, the land may be
eligible.

See subparagraph B for examples of land and/or structures eligible for EFRP.
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46 Eligible Land (Continued)

B Eligible and Ineligible Land Examples

2-10-23

Par. 46

The following are examples of damaged areas and structures that were determined eligible or

ineligible for EFRP.
Damaged Area Reason for
Example or Structure Eligibility Ineligibility
1 fence replacement Yes, if on NIPF land and
necessary for livestock
access control.
2 firelane Yes, if on NIPF land.
3 fuel break Yes, if on NIPF land.
4 stream crossing Yes, if stream flows through
NIPF land.
5 wildlife food plot Yes, if on NIPF land.
6 orade stabilization Yes, if on NIPF land.
7 woodland Yes, if NIPF land.
8 land that is next to a Yes, if NIPF land.
stream, including
perennial and intermittent
9 debris on NIPF access Yes, if located on NIPF
road land and interferes with
normal NIPF operations.
10 damaged levee Yes, if located on NIPF
land and interferes with
normal NIPF operations.
11 damaged land between Yes, if on NIPF land.
levee and a stream
12 damaged fence used for | No. Fence not used to
purposes other than exclude or include
excluding or including livestock or protecting
livestock or protecting seedling establishment.
seedling establishment See paragraph 71.
13 other land not considered | No. Not NIPF land. See
NIPF subparagraph A.
14 land that is not physically | No. Not in a county that has
located in a county that been approved for EFRP.
has been annroved for See subparagraph A
15 land that does not have | No. Does not have existing

existing tree cover (and
did not have tree cover
immediately before the
natural disaster)

tree cover (or had tree
cover). See
subparagraph A.
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Par. 47
47 Ineligible Land

A General Provisions

In addition to the examples in paragraph 46, land that is ineligible for EFRP also includes
land:

e that does not meet the definition of NIPF because the land:
e does have tree cover and did not have tree cover immediately before the disaster
e isnot rural

e is owned by an industrial landowner who is principally engaged in the primary
processing of wood products

e owned or controlled by:
e the Federal Government
e States, State agencies, or other political subdivisions of a State
Note: See paragraph 50.

e damaged by wildfire started by other than natural causes.

Exception: If the wildfire has been exacerbated by natural conditions, then the effected
NIPF is eligible land.

Note: EFRP-PM may waive this requirement if extreme or abnormal damaging weather
conditions such as drought or high winds exacerbate the fire.
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Par. 48
48 Land Located in Non-Designated EFRP Counties

A Land Located in Non-designated EFRP Counties

Land eligible for EFRP C/S will include any NIPF physically located in an EFRP designated

county. This includes land that is physically located in the EFRP designated county but is

administratively located in a non-designated EFRP county.

For the county not approved to administer EFRP to process the C/S for the eligible land

physically located in the EFRP-approved county, the county must be added to the disaster ID.

State Office Program Specialist must contact the EFRP-PM requesting the disaster ID be

updated to include the county.

Example: Tornado happens in County A. County B is the administrative county for a farm
with damage physically located in County A. Even though County B is the
non-approved county, County B must:

e be added to the applicable disaster ID

e copy applicable EFRP practices/components on the County Component Table
in Program Provisioning

e generate FSA-848, FSA-848A, and FSA-848B in CSS

e coordinate with County A to ensure that a needs determination is completed,
and TA is provided by the appropriate technical agency

e request funds

e process the C/S request
e process approval

e process payment.

Note: This example would also be true across State lines.
49 Native American Land
A NIPF Eligibility
NIPF owned by a Native American or a Native American tribe is eligible for EFRP.

Note: Tribal lands are not owned by the United States even though these lands may be
managed by BIA.
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Par. 50
50 Government Owned Land

A Federally Owned Land Eligibility
Federally owned land is not eligible to receive EFRP C/S assistance.
51 Prohibition of Duplicate Benefits
*--A EFRP and Duplicate Benefits

EFRP C/S is not eligible to be earned on the same land on which the NIPF owner has or will
receive funding from any other Federal C/S program for the same or similar expenses
resulting in duplicate payments or, in effect, a higher rate of C/S than is allowed. Other--*
C/S programs include, but are not limited to:

CRP

ECP

EQIP

TAP

EWP

ACEP
WRP/Emergency WRP
USFS programs
FEMA programs.

* %

* ¢ o o o o o o o o

B Land With Practices Under Lifespan From Any Other Federal * * * C/S Program
A landowner is not eligible to earn EFRP assistance to rehabilitate any land on which the
landowner is required to maintain the practice, or the land is enrolled in any other Federal

*--C/S program.
C Determining Eligibility and Duplicate Benefit Applicability

EFRP C/S is not eligible for rehabilitation on land on which the landowner is required to
maintain the practice, or the land is under any other Federal C/S program.--*
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51 Prohibition of Duplicate Benefits (Continued)

C Determining Eligibility and Duplicate Benefit Applicability (Continued)

Par. 51

Determine eligibility of land under other C/S programs according to the following table.

IF...

AND...

THEN EFRP
C/S may...

measures will accomplish the
purpose of the practice

the practice will not receive C/S under
another Federal or State program on
the exact same piece of land

be authorized.

a component of a practice will or
has received C/S under another
program

another component of the same or
comparable practice will receive C/S
under another program to treat the
same problem on the same land

practices are split on the same
land

C/S would be split between different
Federal programs

participants have or will receive
funding on the same acreage
under:

CRP

ECP

EQIP

TAP

EWP

ACEP
WRP/Emergency WRP
e USFS program

participants have or will receive
funding for the same or similar

practices under EQIP, EWP, or

other C/S programs

not be
authorized.

D Refund of EFRP Payment

Participants who elect to receive other Federal or State C/S assistance for the same
restoration activity or activities on the exact same piece of land are obligated to refund EFRP

C/S payments, plus interest.

Refunds must be processed according to 64-FI.

52-55 (Reserved)
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Par. 56
Section 3 Practice Eligibility

56 COC Approved Practices
A Nationally Approved EFRP Practices

COC will use the nationally approved EFRP practices according to national policy and
procedure.

See Exhibit 17 for nationally approved practices.
57 Practices Requiring DAFP Approval
A Approval Authority for EFRP

Approval authority for EFRP Practice EF9 must be sent to EFRP-PM for DAFP approval
according to paragraph 91.

58 Practice Lifespans and Maintenance
A Natural Disaster Damage

Practices damaged by a future natural disaster during the practice lifespan may be considered
eligible under EFRP if the land is included in a new EFRP-approved disaster area.

B Damage Occurring During Lifespan

Follow instructions in this table for practices damaged during their lifespan.

IF the EFRP practice is... THEN...
later damaged by a subsequent natural disaster | the practice may be considered eligible
during the practice lifespan under EFRP if the land is included in a

new EFRP approved disaster area.

later damaged by a subsequent natural disaster | COC will follow practice maintenance
during the practice lifespan and the land is not | procedure in Exhibit 17.
included in a new EFRP-approved disaster area

C Maintenance Requirements

County office staff will advise participants that they will maintain EFRP practices for the
practice lifespan according to:

e the operation and maintenance provided for the applicable NRCS conservation practice
standard

e [Exhibits 17 and 31.
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Par. 59
59 Size of Structures and Minimum Costs

A Determining Eligible Size of Conservation Structures
COC will limit C/S on any structure to:

e least cost option recommended by the technical agency to address the damage caused by
eligible disaster

e necessary restoration, that if not treated, would impair, or endanger the natural resources
on the land and effect the future use of the land

e materials needed to solve the resource concern according to the applicable NRCS
conservation practice standard.

Note: Conservation structure installation costs that exceed the recommended minimum
standard for restoration are the participant’s financial responsibility.

60-65 (Reserved)
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Par. 66
Part3 State and County EFRP C/S Establishment

Section 1 C/S Policies
66 Maximum C/S Payment Levels
A Maximum C/S Payment Levels
EFRP financial assistance for eligible participants is in the form of C/S payments. A C/S
payment assists eligible EFRP participants with costs associated with performing approved

restoration measures on NIPF damaged by an eligible natural disaster.

EFRP C/S approvals and payments must not exceed 75 percent of the participant’s total
allowable, out-of-pocket cost to perform the practice.

STC will establish C/S levels and rates that will be allowable for each EFRP practice or
component. The C/S level for any practice or component will not exceed 75 percent of the
average, estimated cost of performing the practice. STC and COC established rates must be
expressed as a percent of cost with limitations, or a not-to-exceed value per unit of measure.

B C/S Levels Established by STC’s
STC’s must review NRCS average costs when determining EFRP total allowable cost for all
potential EFRP practices and components to establish C/S rates and levels. C/S levels must
be set based on the minimum incentive needed to encourage participation and solve the
problem.

67 C/S Levels with Limitations

A Documenting C/S Levels with Limitations
Maximum limitation C/S levels must be established for all practices or components of a
practice. The limitation amount, or not-to-exceed value, is based on the average cost of
performing activity, by unit of measure. C/S levels and maximum limitations will be set
based on the minimum incentive needed to encourage participation and solve the
conservation problem.
Document C/S levels with a limitation as follows:

“X percent of the actual cost, not to exceed $X per unit of measure.”

Example: “75 percent of the actual cost, not to exceed $60 per acre.”
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Par. 67
67 C/S Levels with Limitations (Continued)

B Supporting Data for Establishing C/S Levels with Limitations

The maximum limitation will be set based on documented average costs. The STC setting
the C/S levels and rates must consider the current NRCS average cost for performing the
restoration activity.

STC may also consider the following when setting the NTE value for EFRP practices or
components:

applications of payment from previous EFRP implementation
forestry vendors/contractors/consultants

timber harvesters/haulers

input from local State forestry agency

NASS

NIFA

NRCS

quotations.

Data used to determine maximum limitation will be documented and maintained with the
meeting minutes of the applicable reviewing authority.

68-70 (Reserved)
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Par. 71
Section 2 General C/S Eligibility

71 Items Eligible and Ineligible for C/S
A Items Eligible for C/S

Items eligible for C/S include the cost of any direct and significant factors necessary to
perform the practice, such as:

e labor

e site preparation, seeds and/or seedlings, other materials required for establishment of tree
cover

e material necessary for restoration of eligible structures

e sales tax

® services.

Note: If approved by COC, incorporating used materials must:

e meet NRCS conservation practice standard and be approved for use by the NRCS
State Conservation Engineer

e be documented in COC minutes.
B Items Ineligible for C/S
The costs of the following items are ineligible for C/S:
e engineering charges or permit fees
e consultant’s fees, unless specifically permitted in the practice writeup

e providing land
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Par. 71
71 Items Eligible and Ineligible for C/S (Continued)

B Items Ineligible for C/S
¢ right to use land or water
® power sources

Note: Solar- and wind-based power sources may be eligible if they are determined to be
the least cost alternative in providing electric fence for livestock.

e meeting supplemental requirements, such as abstaining from harvesting
e participant’s own transportation costs and fuel

e weed control measures

e loss of or reduction in revenue because of the disaster

e rent or other costs of using land

e donated material.
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Par. 72

72 Eligible Restoration Cost Considerations

A Restoring to Current NRCS Standards

7-27-23

C/S may be offered for EFRP practices to restore NIPF, or conservation structures within
NIPF, after being damaged or destroyed by a natural disaster.

NRCS conservation practice standards and specifications, or an associated and
comparable State Forest Agency standard, must be met for each EFRP practice/
component by using the minimum performance necessary to replace or restore
damaged and/or destroyed NIPF, including conservation structures on NIPF.

C/S will be limited to the minimum costs necessary for implementation to meet the current
NRCS or comparable State Forest Agency practice standard. EFRP participants must pay the
additional cost incurred to improve land and conservation structures beyond the minimum
technical standards and specifications.

Safety Requirement

In many instances, restoring a conservation structure to the immediate pre-disaster condition
and not meeting the minimum current NRCS conservation practice standards can result in the
conservation structure being:

e asafety hazard to human habitation downstream
e unable to withstand a similar, future disaster event.

Therefore, conservation structures must be restored to meet the minimum current NRCS
conservation practice standards.

Limitations on Eligible Expenses
C/S may be granted for all reasonable expenses incurred, considering:

e reimbursement for expenses for eligible personal equipment and personal labor must be
less than that charged by contractors who are entitled to make a profit for their efforts

e eligible expenses for personal labor must be limited to personal labor not normally
*--required in the operation of the NIPF, as determined by COC--*

o eligible expenses for personal equipment must be limited to costs incurred beyond the
normal operation of the NIPF

o eligible expenses must not exceed those needed to achieve the minimum performance
necessary to resolve the problem being corrected by the practice.

Note: Any costs above those levels must not be considered eligible costs for purposes of
calculations made under this part.
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Par. 73
73 Qualifying Minimum Cost of Restoration

A Qualifying Cost
Based on the needs determination and the participant’s total allowable cost of all practices for
the same disaster event, the minimum qualifying cost of restoration at the time of application
is set at $1,000 per participant receiving a share on FSA-848.

B Waivers

Waivers can be requested according to subparagraph 2 D.

74,75 (Reserved)
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Par. 76
Part4 EFRP Technical Assistance (TA)

Section 1 Providing TA

76 EFRP TA Service Level Agreement

A

2-10-23

TA Overview

TA is support and guidance provided to EFRP participants and County Offices for the onsite
assessment, technical practice needs determinations, planning, and certification of EFRP
practices. Through the State’s Forestry Agency, USFS will provide TA for EFRP in
accordance with the SLA in Exhibit 5.

EFRP TA provided to participants includes technical expertise, written restoration plan and
other written information, guidance, and direction to complete the needed restoration
activities. TA can also include professional advice on the appropriate tools and resources
necessary for implementation of EFRP practices needed to rehabilitate eligible NIPF and
conservation structures on NIPF.

Beyond State Forestry Agencies, other technical service provider (TSP’s) hired by the State
Forestry Agency and capable of providing TA for EFRP forestry activities, as approved by
EFRP-PM, can also provide EFRP TA. In these cases, the State forestry agency will provide
assurances to the FSA that all technical work to restore eligible NIPF will meet applicable
NRCS or State Forestry standards.

TA Agreement

Details of the operational agreement are included in the SLA between FSA and USFS. The
SLA functions at the National level and eliminates the need for a State-level agreement. For
a current copy of SLA, see Exhibit 5.

Determining TA Needs

As needed, SED and/or STO staff and the Director or representative of the State Forestry
Agency will determine and document:

e if any private, State or Federal agencies or providers, other than the staff of the State
Forestry Agency, will provide TA for EFRP in the State

e training needs for Forestry Agency staff
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Par. 76

76 EFRP TA Service Level Agreement (Continued)

C Determining TA Needs (Continued)

e the format in which the State Forestry Agency will provide a Conservation Plan, or
Forest Restoration Plan, and other supporting documentation. The plan should include
the elements listed below. Additional details are provided in Exhibit 30.

Note:

2-10-23

applicant name

FSN/Tract

location/map

site conditions

recommended NRCS technical conservation practices necessary for restoration
extent of practices needed (i.e. acres)

date(s) of implementation

implementation Requirements (IR)/Engineering designs, including operation and
maintenance of the practice

timeline of implementation
statement of actual costs incurred in providing TA, if considered necessary

any other provision considered necessary by FSA State Office and State Forestry
Agency that is consistent with and does not nullify any provision of the SLA.

As needed, these determinations may be documented in the committee meeting
minutes, such as SEB, STC, or a State MOU or plan etc.
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Par. 77

Major Responsibilities for EFRP TA

A Assigned Agency Responsible for TA

2-10-23

The assigned technical agency is responsible for carrying out its assigned responsibilities to
ensure that TA is provided to EFRP applicants according to the national SLA, to the extent
that resources permit.

The assigned agencies must use and provide the appropriate information that ensures EFRP
participants implement restoration consistent with NRCS conservation practice standards,
according to the eFOTG. Additionally, the assigned agency must certify performance of
restoration activities to provide assurance to FSA that EFRP applicants apply practices
correctly.

If the State Forestry Agency staff is insufficient to fulfill the TA needs for EFRP in the State,
the State Forestry Agency may seek private, State, or Federal sources to fulfill the demand
for TA to participants.

Phases of Reimbursable Technical Services

TA provided to EFRP applicants may involve the following phases of implementing a
practice, including but not limited to:

e verifying damage resulting from the natural disaster, including structural damage
e onsite evaluation of losses, within 45 calendar days of referral by FSA, determining
whether the requested practice(s) and extent is needed and feasible and revising the

practice and/or extent, where appropriate

e performing and assisting with completion of an environmental evaluation, cultural
resource review, and archaeological surveys, as requested

e developing a written Conservation Plan or Forest Restoration/Management Plan,
including the practices and components necessary to complete restoration under the
applicable EFRP practice

e providing recommendations for vendors or contractors to the participant, if needed

e supervising practice installation and restoration, if needed, to ensure that practice
implementation meets the NRCS conservation practice standard

e inspecting practices after restoration is complete to determine whether specifications have
been met and the extent performed as it was determined needed.
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Par. 78
78 Outside Assistance

A Agencies Using Outside Assistance

The State Forestry Agency may use assistance from private, State, or Federal sources when
the assistance accomplishes the following:

e makes the most effective use of available personnel and facilities with savings to the
Federal Government

e maintains the standards and effectiveness of EFRP.

Note: Assigned technical agencies are responsible for work completed by other sources and
will certify that EFRP practices were performed according to specifications.

B EFRP Applicants Using Outside Assistance
An EFRP applicant is not required to use the technical services available through EFRP.

EFRP applicants using outside assistance for practices will qualify for C/S if the assigned
technical agency:

e determines that the practice was needed
o certifies that the practice was performed according to the specifications.

Note: An EFRP applicant that uses outside assistance will be urged to keep sufficient
records to permit the technician to make the necessary determinations.

79 TA Costs to Participants
A Agency Provided TA

A participant who uses TA provided by the State Forestry Agency, in accordance with the
SLA, does not pay for these services.

B Participant Contracted TA
EFRP funds are not authorized for reimbursement of TA services contracted by the

participant. Participants are responsible for all costs for using services other than those of the
assigned technical agency.
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Par. 80
80 Assigned Technical Agency Responsibilities and COC Action

A Needs Determination

The assigned technical agency will perform an onsite evaluation of the requested farm(s),
tract(s), and field(s) on which EFRP assistance was requested within 45 calendar days of
referral by FSA. Based on the conditions and resource concerns, the technical agency will
identify needed practices and components to solve the resource concerns and restore the
NIPF.

B Required Action for Assigned Technical Agency

IF the assigned

technical agency

determines... THEN the technical agency will... | AND FSA will...

an EFRP practice |e indicate the practice(s) and/or  |e update the application to

is needed. .. component(s), and extent(s) reflect the determination on the

needed on each farm/tract/field. C/S Agreement per 2-EFRP

e complete the needs statements on|e generate FSA-848A and

FSA-848, page 2, item 15. provide to the applicant to
sign.
e sign and date FSA-848, page 2,
item 16. e present agreement to COC for
a determination of ‘willing to
e return FSA-848, page 2. approve’.

e notify participant that:

e the needs determination will
be provided to FSA to
generate an Agreement.

e remind the applicant not to
begin restoration work until
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Par. 80
80 Assigned Technical Agency Responsibilities and COC Action (Continued)

B Required Action for Assigned Technical Agency (Continued)

IF the assigned

technical agency

determines... THEN the technical agency will... [AND FSA will...

an EFRP practice | provide statement to that effect, |e update the application to

is not needed— including the reasons, on reflect the needs
FSA-848, page 2 determination per 2-EFRP

e the assigned technical agency e generate notification letter and

should explain the basis for the promptly notify the applicant,
needs determination to the in writing, that the practice
applicant was not approved and the

basis for the decision
o return the FSA-848, page 2 to
FSA e advise the participant of the
right to appeal the
determination, if appropriate.

81-85 (Reserved)
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Par. 86
Section 2 Transfer of Funds for Technical Services

Billing TA Expenses

A Providing Reimbursement to USFS for TA

Along with the Interagency Agreement, FSA sets aside 8 percent of the EFRP C/S allocation
funding for TA according to funding appropriations.

Note: State Offices will no longer execute AD-672.

Providing Reimbursement to State Forestry Agency

State Forestry Agencies, or other groups or organizations providing TA for EFRP, will be
reimbursed by USFS through a grant. The agency providing TA for EFRP should contact the
USFS Regional Office for guidance and documentation necessary to enter into a grant

agreement to initiate the process for EFRP TA reimbursement.

Refer to the USFS website for Regional Office contact information at
https://www.fs.usda.gov/about-agency/contact-us/regional-offices.

Note: To expedite TA reimbursement, the State Forestry Agency, or other provider, will
contact the USFS Regional Office as soon as EFRP is implemented to begin the grant
process.

TA Billing Review

The State Forestry Agency or technical service provider may periodically submit to USFS for
reimbursement, invoices, or billing statements for expenses incurred during the delivery of
EFRP TA. FSA may be asked to review the billing statement to verify the TA provided and
expenses incurred are reasonable and consistent with the terms and conditions in the EFRP
SLA. Billing statements referred to FSA State Offices may include the following:

o FY

disaster ID

e county where service was provided
e itemization of charges, such as:--*

number of personnel hours by employee
dates of service provided

employee lodging

POV mileage

GOV fuel

M&IE

e dollar amount of reimbursement.
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Par. 86

86 Billing TA Expenses (Continued)

D

Billing Verification

*--The FSA State Office may forward a copy of the statement to the applicable County Office

for CED and DD review, if necessary.

After completing the EFRP TA billing review and resolving any issues, CED and DD can
make any necessary comments or revisions before responding and verifying the billing
accuracy.

87 Processing TA Reimbursement

A

Billing Concurrence

If the billing review and verification process in paragraph 86 is completed, then the FSA
State Office will:

e notify the State Forestry Agency of any concerns raised during billing verification
e coordinate with the State Forestry Agency to settle any disputed charges
e notify the submitting State Forestry Agency of concurrence with charges.

USFS Processing

The USFS Regional Office will initiate the reimbursement, according to the grant agreement,
to refund the State Forestry Agency for eligible TA expenses.--*

88, 89 (Reserved)
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Par. 90
Part5 Natural Disaster Event Occurrence and EFRP Implementation

Section1 EFRP Action When Disaster Occurs
90 Assessment of Damage
A Immediate Assessment of Damages

*--CED will make an overall assessment of damage within 5 workdays after a disaster occurs to
evaluate and document. State Forestry Agency staff can assist with this assessment. COC
will then determine whether the resulting damage meets the minimum EFRP requirements
and necessitates EFRP implementation. If EFRP is determined to be needed, COC or CED
will submit a written request through STC or SED to obtain implementation approval--*
from the National Office before announcing a signup or the availability of C/S funds.

Note: See subparagraph D for additional instruction on implementing a severe drought
designation request.

B Implementation Requirements for Damaged NIPF
NIPF land damaged by natural disaster must:

e have existing tree cover (or had tree cover immediately before the disaster and is suitable
for growing trees)

e have damage to tree cover caused by a natural disaster that, if not treated, would impair
or endanger the natural resources on the land and would materially affect future use of
the land.

C Primary Consideration

The type and extent of damage will be the primary consideration for EFRP implementation.

*--The number of NIPF acres or landowners affected is not the primary criterion for offering
assistance. EFRP may be implemented on a single NIPF tract if COC determines it is--*
justified and STC concurs.

D Severe Drought Designation and Implementation Requests
In addition to the documentation requirements in subparagraph E, to request EFRP to address
drought conditions, COC will include in its request additional documentation of current

conditions and evidence to support the implementation request to qualify for an EFRP
drought designation.
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Par. 90

90 Assessment of Damage (Continued)

D Severe Drought Designation and Implementation Requests (Continued)

2-10-23

EFRP implementation for drought is based on COC submitting evidence that the county
precipitation levels indicate an average of 40 percent or greater loss of normal precipitation
for the 4 most recent months, plus the days in the current month before the date of request.

Note: Arid areas relying on snowpack and recurring precipitation for surface water supplies
can provide applicable snowpack data.

To document the county’s precipitation data, County Offices must complete CRP-42, items 1
through 7, and item 44. See 2-CRP.

Note: Obtain these statistics from National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
National Weather Service records, the U.S. Drought Monitor, or from the best
available source within each respective county and document the source.

Unless described otherwise, precipitation is assumed countywide, evenly distributed, and not
damaging.

The precipitation data collection requirement may be waived if the county has been
designated as level “D3 Drought-Extreme” according to the U.S. Drought Monitor.

The U.S. Drought Monitor is available at http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm/monitor.html.
Coordinating EFRP With Other Agencies

Coordinate EFRP activities with disaster assistance activity of other agencies, including
NRCS, State Forestry Agency, FEMA, and local government, if applicable.

COC Review of C/S Data
COC will annually review C/S data provided by the STO to ensure that implementation costs

are appropriate for the area. COC may provide feedback to STC according to
subparagraph 20 A and paragraph 67.
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Par. 91

91 County or Area EFRP Implementation Request Process

A Summary of Steps

EFRP requests must be implemented according to the following steps.

EFRP Implementation Request

Step

Action

1

COC conducts immediate assessment of damage when disaster occurs. As
needed, consult members of County Emergency Board, including local State
Forestry Agency staff, to assist with conducting damage assessments.

CED convenes County Emergency Board to review potential losses. See 1-
DIS.

CED completes Loss Assessment Report, if necessary.
CED creates description of the disaster as it affects NIPF in the county.

COC requests EFRP implementation approval as quickly as possible after the
disaster, but no later than 6 months from the ending date of the disaster.

For drought requests, CED documents Drought Monitor or precipitation and
hydrology data.

CED creates county map with damage site identified.
COC determines if EFRP is or is not warranted. If so, COC determines:

e EFRP practices needed based on damage assessments
e (/S need estimate based on damage assessments.

CED consults with State Forestry Agency about applicable TA needs.

CED obtains DD concurrence to request EFRP implementation.

2-10-23
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2-10-23

Par.

County or Area EFRP Implementation Request Process (Continued)

A Summary of Steps (Continued)

91

EFRP Implementation Request

Step Action
1 e CED submits written implementation request to State Office. The written
(Cntd.) COC request for implementation approval must include the following:

date, type, and description of the natural disaster

names of the county or counties, or a map of the area of the county
affected

practices needed to address damage

an estimate of the farms effected and funds needed

COC Minutes

the expected EFRP signup beginning and end dates

photographs of damage

relevant news articles related to the disaster and NIPF losses

a review of the policy about minimum cost of restoration (paragraph 73)
that EFRP has been documented as 1 of the types of USDA assistance

required

any other pertinent information supporting request for implementation,
such as copy of the Loss Assessment Report
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Par. 91

91 County or Area EFRP Implementation Request Process (Continued)

A Summary of Steps (Continued)

EFRP Implementation Request

Step

Action

2

SED consults with SEB and submits EFRP implementation request to
EFRP-PM.

SED or STO staff should notify the State Forestry Agency of the request for
implementation and the potential need for technical assistance.

State Office may seek preliminary implementation concurrence by
SharePoint, telephone, or e-mail. However, signup must not be conducted
until the Formal Implementation request has been approved by the EFRP-
PM.

State Office must review and forward COC documentation to EFRP-PM as
part of the formal request.

SED or STO staff should notify State Forestry Agency partners of localities
that have EFRP losses to ensure awareness. State Forestry Agency leadership
should ensure the local staff members are aware of EFRP TA responsibilities.

EFRP-PM will:

evaluate request and its supporting documentation

assign disaster ID (event-specific code for processing applications)
prepare and issue response memorandum

coordinate with National and/or Regional Forest service staff to provide

notification of the EFRP request and need for technical assistance in the
requesting State/County

advise State Office if no funds are available.

2-10-23
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Par. 91
91 County or Area EFRP Implementation Request Process (Continued)

A Summary of Steps (Continued)

EFRP Implementation Request

Step Action

4 Upon receipt of implementation approval from the EFRP-PM County Office will:
e cstablish a signup period

e conduct local outreach to inform and educate the public about EFRP through
press releases, radio spots, newsletters, and flyers

Note: Coordinate with State and local Forestry Agency staff to publicize
EFRP signup.

e copy applicable EFRP practices/components from State list to their county list
in Program Provisioning

e provide an updated funds needed report to the State Office after the signup
period has ended and needs determinations have been completed and entered
in CSS, and COC determines the amount to be approved.

92 State Office Submission of EFRP Implementation Request
A EFRP-PM Consultation
SED or designee may:

e consult EFRP-PM by using SharePoint, telephone, or e-mail after reviewing the County
Office’s request to implement or expand EFRP

e request implementation for a single county or group of counties based on information
received about the affected areas of the State.

Note: If warranted, SED may request implementation in a county where COC has not
requested implementation.
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Par. 92

State Office Submission of EFRP Implementation Request (Continued)

A EFRP-PM Consultation (Continued)

2-10-23

SED must:

e not delay consultation of a County Office’s request to implement EFRP for several days
in anticipation of receiving other County Offices’ requests. However, SED may compile
multiple counties’ formal requests for submission to EFRP-PM.

e use SharePoint to request preliminary approval of EFRP implementation on an individual
county basis for tracking and funding purposes.

e cnsure that EFRP implementation requests are submitted as quickly as possible, but no
later than 6 months of ending date of disaster

¢ notify County Offices of preliminary approval or disapproval by e-mail or telephone and
follow up in writing.

Formal EFRP Implementation Request

SED or designee must review COC’s formal implementation request for completeness. If
considered acceptable, SED or designee will submit the formal implementation request to

EFRP-PM via SharePoint.

A formal implementation request must include all pertinent information about the disaster.
In addition to the data provided by the county (see paragraph 91, Step 1), SED’s formal

implementation request must also include:

e acover memorandum summarizing the EFRP request, signed by SED or designee
e an estimate of funds, if needed, for all counties included in the implementation request.

Notes: If available, funds will be allocated after needs determinations are completed and an
updated funds request is submitted to EFRP-PM.

While the use of Preliminary Implementation Requests is allowed, a Formal
Implementation Request must be approved before conducting signup.

SED and STC Implementation Exception

SED or STC may implement the program, except for droughts, only if conditions require
immediate action and contact with EFRP-PM is impossible. Document actions taken.
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Par. 92
92 State Office Submission of EFRP Implementation Request (Continued)

D EFRP-PM Approval Required
EFRP-PM’s approval is required for all disaster designations.

For severe droughts, SED must provide the following information to EFRP-PM in addition to
the information required by paragraph 91:

e all available data COC has assembled on the severity of drought conditions
e STC recommendation.

When 1 county or multiple counties qualify for an EFRP drought implementation, SED may
submit a single or multiple county EFRP implementation.

SED will monitor designated counties to determine whether drought conditions still exist and
whether the program is still required to solve drought-related problems.

Note: If it is determined that EFRP is no longer required, COC guidelines will be provided
to:

e discontinue issuing approvals
e determine which outstanding approvals remain eligible.

93 Program Implementation
A Program Announcement

COC will conduct outreach and communication, including public announcements through
local media channels, after receiving authorization to implement EFRP.

Include the policy, signup dates, and specific criteria for applicant and land (NIPF) eligibility
in the information release.

Notes: See Exhibit 13 for signup news release examples.

See paragraph 95 for signup period requirements.
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Par. 93
93 Program Implementation (Continued)

B Establishing a Signup Period

COC must establish a projected signup period when submitting a formal request for
implementation to the National Office.

The signup period must be at least 30 calendar days, but no more than 180 calendar days,
from the date EFRP implementation is formally approved.

Note: County Offices may allow a small amount of time before beginning signup to allow
for sufficient outreach activities.

When establishing the signup period, the COC may consider relevant factors such as:

the type of disaster

number of landowners estimated to need assistance
estimate acres effected

COF resources available to serve customers.

Example: COC may consider establishing a signup length based on the number of
landowners estimated to request assistance.

Estimated Landowners Length of Signup
Less than 100 30-60 calendar days
101-150 60-120 calendar days
Greater than 150 140-180 calendar days

COC must submit an estimate signup period and signup dates for the disaster during the
implementation request.

Applications may be accepted before the beginning of an established signup period. See
subparagraph 95 B.

EFRP-PM may approve extensions of signup periods longer than 180 calendar days with
adequate justification, such as when the:

e county remains in D3 when implementing EFRP for drought
e extent of damage is so widespread that the length of the signup period was not sufficient
to accommodate all potential applicants, and the County Office has reasonable

expectations that additional signup activity will occur.

94 (Reserved)
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Par. 95
Section 2 Accepting C/S Requests

95 Accepting FSA-848’s
A Summary of Steps

If EFRP is determined to be an appropriate solution to the applicant’s emergency, use the
following steps to assist the applicant with filing the EFRP request for C/S.

EFRP C/S Request Acceptance

Step Action

1 Applicant’s C/S request must be completed using CSS in accordance with
2-EFRP. To capture details necessary for entry in CSS:

e Present map of effected FSN/Tract(s) for applicant to provide:
e Practice(s)/Component(s) requested
e Description of damage

e Indicate areas/fields where assistance is requested

e Utilize information provided by the applicant to generate FSA-848’s and
ensure all necessary entries are complete.

2 County Office reviews with applicant the provisions associated with:
e Minimum cost of restoration (paragraph 73)

e Practice must not be started before environmental and cultural resource
compliance evaluations are completed

e (/S is subject to availability of funds

e Needs determination

e Application review

e Minimum required lifespan for the practice

e Remaining steps in the application process.

If a waiver to begin a practice is requested at this time, explain provisions and

requirements for waiver consideration. Inform the applicant of the risk of
beginning the practice before a determination is provided.

3 County office informs applicant of required eligibility forms.
See paragraph 34.

Obtain signatures from all participants (or their authorized representative) on
FSA-848.
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Par. 95

95 Accepting FSA-848’s (Continued)

B When to File FSA-848’s

2-10-23

COC may accept requests for assistance on an EFRP C/S request (FSA-848) before:

e obtaining concurrence from STC
e establishing signup periods.

Applicants must be advised that:

e filing an application does not mean the C/S request will be approved
e cnvironmental reviews must be completed before a practice is started (see paragraph 103)
e (/S is not approved and obligated until written approval is received from FSA.

FSA-848 Requirements

EFRP C/S request must be filed on the automated FSA-848. Single or multiple practices and
components may be requested on a single FSA-848.

Note: A manual FSA-848 may be accepted only when CSS is not available. However, all
manual FSA-848’s must be loaded in CSS within 5 workdays of receipt once the
system becomes available.

Number of EFRP Applicants on a Request

CSS allows multiple contributors to be included on one application according to 2-EFRP.
One applicant must be designed as the primary participant on each application.
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Par. 95
95 Accepting FSA-848’s (Continued)

E Late-Filed FSA-848’s
COC may accept late-filed FSA-848’s if justified.
Late-filed FSA-848s must include written justification from producer. The request and
justification must be reviewed and considered by the COC. All considerations should be
documented in COC meeting minutes as well as the COC determination to accept or deny the
request. When a COC determination is rendered a notification letter must be sent to the
applicant and include appropriate appeal rights, if necessary.

Justification considerations may include:

e physical existence of the claimed damage, which still exists, and the impact on the NIPF
and:

e must be identifiable and verified by a site visit
¢ documentation may be obtained by another governmental agency
e in cases of drought, the affected area remains in D3 on the US Drought Monitor.

Note: Any applicable onsite waiver and/or programmatic FSA-850 in place for the related
disaster will apply to late-filed applications associated with the referenced disaster.

F Funds Not Available
County Offices receiving STC concurrence to implement EFRP may:

e accept requests for EFRP assistance
e complete an onsite inspection and assessment of the damage according to paragraph 101.

If the County Office is notified by the National Office that funding is not available, inform
the applicant in writing that although the County Office has accepted the request and
conducted field visits, this does not imply that C/S assistance will be available. A system
generated “Lack of Funds” letter can be accessed according to 2-EFRP.

If funds become available, process all applications for C/S.
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Par. 95

Accepting FSA-848’s (Continued)

G No EFRP Signup

Always accept requests for EFRP assistance if someone wishes to apply, even if the county is
not approved for EFRP.

After the request is accepted, COC will evaluate the request and determine whether EFRP
implementation is warranted. If COC determines to:

e request EFRP implementation, proceed with the provisions of this section

¢ not request EFRP implementation, inform the applicant in writing with applicable appeal
rights according to 1-APP.

Obtaining Needed Information

A

Obtaining Information From Applicants

Obtain necessary information from the applicant when the EFRP application is filed. This
may include, but not be limited to:

Applicant information on AD-2047

Property boundaries if not properly identified in CLU
Map identifying the area(s) effected by disaster

Type of tree cover

EFRP Practice requested

Components requested such as:

Obstruction Removal

Site Preparation

Tree Establishment

Structures damaged.
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Par. 96

Obtaining Needed Information (Continued)

B Obtaining Information From Other Agencies

All USDA representatives who visit farms should observe and report facts that affect
eligibility to COC, as follows:

at the State and county levels, all agencies working with EFRP should consider the
factors that affect practice eligibility and avoid duplication of effort

no agency having EFRP responsibilities will disregard information that raises a question
on practice eligibility, even if another agency is responsible for making the final
determination.

97-100 (Reserved)
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Par. 101
Section 3 Practice Eligibility

101  Onsite Inspection

A Documenting Damage

2-10-23

After obtaining concurrence to implement EFRP, COC must document each request to show
that an FSA employee or designee:

e made an individual onsite inspection within 45 calendar days of accepting FSA-848 to
determine whether the damage met EFRP requirements

e determined:

the type and extent of damage qualified according to paragraph 91

whether the applicants has started restoration work

e document damage with at least:

Note:

1 dated photograph
GPS coordinates and marked map when damage is not countywide

description of magnitude of damaged or destroyed fencing, conservation structures,
farmland, etc.

Onsite inspections are required for EFRP applicants who are USDA employees.
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101  Onsite Inspection (Continued)

B Onsite Inspection Waiver Request

The requirement for onsite inspections may be waived in dire circumstances when the
damage:

e is of a magnitude that severely limits access or use of NIPF

e is so pervasive that the need for practices can be adequately accessed through
subsampling or using GIS analysis

e requires immediate action to prevent further loss
e presents an immediate risk to:

e public health or safety
e environmental resources.

Note: Workload issues alone are not sufficient justification for waiver of the onsite
inspection process.

Waiver of an onsite damage inspection does not apply to environmental reviews, including
but not limited to:

cultural resources

threatened or endangered species
critical habitat

protected resources.

Note: Any applicable onsite wavier in place for the related disaster will apply to late-filed
applications associated with the referenced disaster event according to paragraph 95.

C Submitting Requests for Waivers of Onsite Inspection
If criteria for onsite inspection waivers are met, STC’s or SED’s will:

e sign and submit waiver requests to EFRP-PM
e include the required documentation.

Note: Wavier requests for USDA employees’ EFRP applications for land they own are not
authorized.
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101  Onsite Inspection (Continued)

D Required Information for Requests for Waivers

The following information is required for requests of waivers of onsite inspection:

map of affected counties

e documentation of the extent and intensity of damage through maps or other data sources,
including forest loss estimates

e adefined boundary on a map for application of the waiver clarifying the extent of the
damage

e adescription of accessibility to the sites, including any physical limitations to the site
because of flooding, debris, or other impediments

e photographs of the area or adjacent areas to the site where the waiver is requested

Note: Dated photographs are acceptable.

¢ information about how the extent of damage or rehabilitation work will be determined
after the fact, and a plan for subsampling applications or using GIS analysis before
practice implementation that will provide a basis for evaluating needs in areas where the
onsite inspection has been waived

e adescription of potential for any immediate impacts to public health or safety.

E Implementing Waivers of Onsite Inspection
State and County Offices must evaluate the amount of financial payment and the relative

potential for inaccurate payment when determining whether or not an approved waiver
should be used for a specific application.
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102  Programmatic FSA-850’s

A Preparing and Submitting Programmatic FSA-850’s

2-10-23

In the event of a widespread disaster, SEC’s and the EFRP-PM may prepare and submit
programmatic FSA-850’s to the National Environmental Compliance Manager (NECM) who
will consider the scope of the request and determine applicability of using the programmatic
FSA-850 on a case-by-case basis.

When widespread damage has occurred programmatic FSA-850’s may be issued for
programs and actions which will not result in additional ground disturbance. In the absence
of extraordinary circumstances, certain EFRP practices would be covered by a programmatic
FSA-850’s.

Programmatic FSA-850’s are intended for more than 35 applicants, more than %4 of the
counties of the State with damage from the natural disaster, or more than % of the land area
of the State damaged by the natural disaster.

Example 1: Seventy-five applicants are expected to apply for EFRP. A programmatic
FSA-850 can be requested.

Example 2: A State has 20 total counties. Seven of those counties are affected by a natural
disaster. A programmatic FSA-850 can be requested.

Example 3: A State has 20 counties. Three counties are affected by a natural disaster. The
three counties affected are very large counties and account for 40 percent of the
State’s total landmass. A programmatic FSA-850 can be requested.

State Offices may work with their SHPO, THPO, US Fish and Wildlife Service, and other
consulting agencies to develop agreements that allow for these activities. The agreements
may be for the disaster event, for an area or in any combination that is acceptable to all
parties. These specific agreements do not supersede existing agreements with these agencies.

Requesting a Programmatic FSA-850

When requesting a programmatic FSA-850 COC must submit a request to the State Office
and include all the following:

the need for the programmatic FSA-850 and the program needed
e the geographic area impacted denoted on a map

e an estimate of the number of applicants expected to be served by the programmatic
FSAS850 is included

e applicable CatEx(s) from the Categorical Exclusion Catalog are located in Exhibit 17 of
1-EQ (Rev. 3)
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102  Programmatic FSA-850’s (Continued)

B Requesting a Programmatic FSA-850
Upon receipt of COC’s request the State Office will:

e determine the merit and applicability of programmatic FSA-850 requests from County
Offices

Notes: Considerations would include the number of landowners served, number of
counties affected and the type of damage that is being evaluated to determine if

the request merits further review by the FPAC NECM.

See subparagraph A for additional requirements for requesting a programmatic
FSA-850.

e bundle similar requests into one request for the National Office

Example: A weather event with widespread damage may encompass the entire State
or many counties within that State.

e send requests for the programmatic FSA-850 to the EFFP-PM.

Note: The EFRP-PM will forward the request to the FPAC Business Center, ENV.

In cases of widespread damage, staff at the State Office may prepare and submit a request for
the issuance of a programmatic FSA-850 directly to the Regional Environmental Compliance
Coordinator without supporting COC requests.

The National Office (FPAC Business Center, ENV) will:

e take a critical look at requests that do not include one of the following:

e assist fewer than 35 applicants
e are less than Y4 of the affected counties
e are less than Y of the total land area statewide

e work with program managers to develop a programmatic FSA-850 with actions that are

allowed and not allowed on a per event basis, which limits the scope or time the
programmatic FSA-850 will be used.
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102  Programmatic FSA-850’s (Continued)

C Using a Programmatic FSA-850
The programmatic FSA-850 is not effective until it has been approved by the FPAC Business
Center, ENV Director. Once signed, approved, and distributed the State Office staff will post
the signed programmatic FSA-850 on the ENV SharePoint site for immediate use.

State Offices must:

o distribute the programmatic FSA-850 to affected counties
e ensure that it is appropriately used the programs and counties it is intended for
e direct questions to the EFRP-PM or the ENV coordinator.

County Offices must:
e review each application to determine whether extraordinary circumstances exist

e place a copy of the programmatic FSA-850 with each application as proof of
environmental compliance

e direct questions to the State Office Program Specialist or SEC.
103  Environmental Compliance and Cultural Resource Protection
A Environmental and Cultural Resource Considerations

COC’s are not authorized to approve C/S when the potential exists to adversely affect
endangered species, wetlands, or historic properties according to 7 CFR Part 799 and 1-EQ.

COC’s are not authorized to approve C/S for practices that would drain or negatively affect
the quality of any wetlands.

Note: Consult State Environmental Coordinator (SEC) and State Environmental Guide
(SEQG) for guidance on environmental and cultural resource protection compliance.
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103 Environmental Compliance and Cultural Resource Protection (Continued)

B Required Environmental and Cultural Resource Evaluations Before C/S Practice
Restoration Begins

NEPA requires Federal agencies to consider the effect of its program activities on the
environment.

For each C/S request, FSA must complete an environmental evaluation of the proposed
practice or practices by successfully completing the requisite level of environmental review,
including FSA-850, appropriate consultations, and/or environmental assessment, according
to 1-EQ to determine whether the proposed practice would have any adverse impacts to the
environment or cultural resources.

The environmental evaluation must be completed before any activity related to the practice
restoration is started.

Approval of Federal actions before completing the Environmental Compliance process is a
violation of NEPA. Examples of proactive Federal actions include, but are not limited to:

e COF must advise participants that they cannot begin an action before the environmental
review has been completed and before the applicant has been notified in writing of their
EFRP C/S approval

¢ COF must not advise participants that their action is “good to go” or “approvable” before
the environmental review being completed and before the applicant being notified in
writing of their EFRP C/S approval.

Note: The State equivalent in this subparagraph is acceptable only if all Federal
requirements are incorporated and met.

Follow guidance provided by SEC, SEG, and 1-EQ when completing or reviewing an
environmental evaluation.

To ensure that compliance is achieved, the FSA-848A approval date cannot be earlier than
the FSA-850 Approval Official’s signature and date. The FSA-850 preparer as well as the
concurring official must sign FSA-850 before the environmental evaluation can be
considered complete, according to 1-EQ.

Note: No waivers or Administrator exceptions can be given when an action is taken before

completing and approving the environmental review on FSA-850. Should this occur,
the application must be denied.
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103 Environmental Compliance and Cultural Resource Protection (Continued)

C Action When Practice Is Initiated Before C/S Practice Restoration Begins

Some disaster events necessitate the participant taking immediate rehabilitation steps. In rare
situations, FSA-850 may not always be completed beforehand. The successful completion of
FSA-850, according to 1-EQ, is still required. Consultations required for the environmental
review will be initiated as soon as possible but no later than required by 36 CFR Par. 800 and
other legislated timeframes.

Successful completion of an environmental evaluation is required on all EFRP, even if the
activity only involves debris removal and no ground disturbance is expected. FSA must still
comply with National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) Section 106 according to 1-EQ.
Some practices such as debris removal (no ground disturbance) still require the CED to
review the effects of the intended action and completion of FSA-850. However, if no affects
are determined in the FSA environmental review then consultation is not required. If FSA-
850 was completed after the rehabilitation activity was initiated, FSA-850 must document the
applicant’s need to take the applicable necessary emergency actions. If it can be determined,
the documentation on FSA-850 should reflect how the activity did not significantly affect the
quality of the environment.

However, if the rehabilitation activity results in unacceptable ground disturbance such as
disturbance below the original plow zone, or a determination cannot be made because the
activity precluded the completion of the environmental review, C/S cannot be approved.

D Presidential Disaster Designations

As provided by the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, Pub.
L. 93-288, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207, and related authorities, agencies are exempt
from NEPA requirements in certain emergency responses. Debris removal is one example of
emergency response the Stafford Act deems not an activity significantly affecting the quality
of the environment.

However, agencies must still comply with Section 106 consultation requirements (as needed)
(which includes SHPO, THPO, and Tribal consultations), ESA Section 7 consultation
requirements as needed, and laws covering wetland protection. Section 106 regulations (36
CFR Part 800.12) allow for expediated consultations in emergency situations and employees
should contact FSA SEC to determine whether this provision applies.

Therefore, a completed FSA-850 is required for all EFRP projects before FSA-848A is

approved, even those only involving debris removal when the debris results from a
Presidentially declared disaster.
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103 Environmental Compliance and Cultural Resource Protection (Continued)

E Other Designated Disasters

The successful completion of FSA-850 is required before FSA-848A is approved, even if the
disaster is not a Presidentially declared disaster.

Successful completion of an environmental evaluation is required, even if the EFRP activity
only involves debris removal and no ground disturbance is expected to result in disturbance
beyond any previous disturbance. Agencies must still comply with Section 106 consultation
requirements as needed (which includes SHPO, THPO, and Tribal consultations), ESA
Section 7 consultation requirements as needed, and laws covering wetland protection.

Section 106 regulations (36 CFR Part 800.12) allow for expedited consultations in
emergency situations and employees should contact FSA SEC to determine whether this
provision applies.

104  Refusals to Permit Entry or Inspection

A Applicant Refuses USDA Representative Entry

2-10-23

If an applicant refuses to permit an FSA representative or TA provider to enter the property,
the representative will:

e immediately notify CED
e document the following on FSA-848, item 16 (Needs Determination):

o refusal date
e person who made the refusal
e sign and date FSA-848, item 16 (Needs Determination).

County Office Action

When advised of a refusal to permit entry, the County Office must, within 5 workdays, notify
the applicant of the following in writing:

o refusal date

e person who made the refusal

e person who was refused entry

o that FSA considers the land ineligible for EFRP.

County Office must make no further effort to enter the farm after notifying the applicant of
the refusal until applicant otherwise permits entry on the farm in writing. If entry refusal is
reconsidered by the applicant, the County Office must be informed in writing within 15
calendar days of the date of refusal to permit entry letter.
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105  Determining Eligibility

A COC Determining Eligibility

2-10-23

When determining eligibility, COC will determine whether:

the applicant and the land are eligible
the requested practices justify the investment of funds
approval of C/S meets the objectives costs of EFRP

a new conservation problem resulting from disaster event is present, including presence
of debris

the land will continue to be used for forestry-related purposes

environmental and cultural resource protection compliance is met.

Ineligible Practices

The practice is ineligible if any of the following apply:

practice was started before the request (FSA-848) for EFRP assistance was filed
Notes: See subparagraph 131 C for an exception to this provision.

FSA-850 must be completed before COC determination of practice approval.
practice was started before approval by COC (FSA-848A, item 11)
Notes: See subparagraph 131 C for an exception to this provision.

FSA-850 or must be completed before COC determination of practice approval.
work is considered normal upkeep, maintenance or management
primary purpose of the practice is to bring new or additional land into forest production

practice was not serving its conservation purpose before the disaster, except for cases
involving debris removal

practice requested is primarily for the applicant’s convenience

practice will create a conservation or environmental hazard, such as erosion or flood, to
other land.
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106  Using Priorities in Limited Funding Situations

A Prioritizing All Requests
In situations where there is limited or no funding, CD will alert the State Offices. At that
time all EFRP applications must be prioritized by COC before approval. When funding is
limited, all FSA-848’s will be prioritized by COC before approval of associated FSA-848A.

B Prioritization Factors

Prioritization factors to be considered in setting priorities and approval amounts include, but
are not limited to, safety that poses a threat to life or property.

107-109 (Reserved)
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Part 6 EFRP Funds Management

Section 1 National Program Funds
110  National Reserve
A EFRP Funds
EFRP funds are held in reserve at the National level only.

State Offices must not request funds in excess of the amounts approved by COC. State and
County Offices are not authorized to:

e withhold a percentage of any EFRP funds allocated
¢ maintain a reserve of unused EFRP funds.

111-113  (Reserved)
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Par. 114
Section 2 County C/S Funds Management

114  State Funds Management
A Request and Manage State Funds
To properly request and manage funds, SED must:
e require timely loading of all FSA-848’s in CSS within a week of the date of signature
e monitor applicant requests throughout the signup period

e review COC’s updated funds request and revise as needed before submitting to the
National Office

Note: If a participant’s farm is administratively headquartered in a non-approved EFRP
county, the State Specialist may submit a request to the EFRP-PM to add the county
to the disaster ID to be able to pay C/S for eligible restoration.

e request funds by submitting a signed memorandum requesting COC-approved funds
needs for each county to the EFRP-PM through the applicable SharePoint site; related to
the request, also include the Extent Needed Cost Share Summary Report generated in
CSS

¢ initiate a funds return to CD by accessing the funds return form on the designated
SharePoint site and recording the amount to be released within 30 calendar days of
notification from County Office.

Note: TA funds will be held in reserve at the National Office.
115  County C/S Allocation

If funds are available and are approved for the county EFRP implementation, C/S funds will
be allocated in Common Obligation Framework (COF) software, by fund code and disaster
ID.

Note: Agreements approved and entered in CSS through September 30, 2020, will be
allocated through CFLS and eFunds. All maintenance to these contracts to include
revisions will use CFLS and eFunds. Agreements approved in CSS beginning
October 1, 2020, will be allocated through COF software.
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116  County Funds Management

A Request and Manage County Funds
The county’s initial EFRP implementation request (FSA-848) includes a COC estimate of
C/S funds needed. However, funds are not allocated to States based on the estimate of funds
needed to begin an EFRP implementation.
To properly request and manage funds, CED must:
e ensure that FSA-848’s are loaded in CSS during the signup period

e ensure that environmental compliance evaluations are completed and entered in CSS

e ensure that needs determination data has been entered in CSS for all C/S requests
according to 2-EFRP

Note: Allocation of funds will be based on the Extent Needed Cost Share Summary Report
which is populated after needs determination data is entered in CSS.

ensure that requests have been reviewed by COC and documented in the COC minutes
o verify that COC is willing to approve amounts that have been entered in CSS

e request a funding allocation within 30 calendar days of the completion of the needs
determination by supplying State Office with:

county name

EFRP practice

C/S amount in CFLS and eFunds or COF

a copy of the Extent Needed Cost Share Summary Report from CSS

a memorandum from COC requesting the funds COC is willing to approve

Note: Additional funding requests must be submitted with a copy of an updated Extent
Needed Cost Share Summary Report and a COC memorandum.

e ensure that practice certification is completed before practice expiration date and
payments are timely issued
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116 County Funds Management (Continued)

A Request and Manage County Funds (Continued)

e County Office will determine whether unused allocated funds will be needed for the
designated disaster within 60 calendar days after the practice expiration date

Note: If funds are not needed, CED’s must return unused EFRP funds.
e immediately initiate the return of unused funds and CED’s must verify that agreements
have been finalized in CSS according to 2-EFRP and notify the State Office Program

Specialist by e-mail of the amount available for release.

Note: Subject to availability, funds can be allocated during or after the County Office
signup period.

117  Additional Funds
A Requesting Additional Funds

With proper justification and documentation, State Office Program Specialist through the
SED may request additional funds from EFRP-PM.

118 Expenditure Limitation and Authority
A Funds Limit
States are not allowed to request funds in excess of what is needed and feasible.
B Funds Transfer

States may transfer funds among County Offices for the same disaster designations that have
been approved to implement EFRP

119-130 (Reserved)
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Par. 131
Part7 C/S Request, Approvals, and Performance

Section 1 Approving and Disapproving C/S Requests

131 Approvals and Disapprovals

A Reviewing Request (FSA-848)

DD must review a sample of EFRP applications for each disaster before COC approval to
ensure that the EFRP application reviewed meet EFRP requirements.

At a minimum, DD must review the first five EFRP applications for each Service Center
accepted for the specific disaster within 2 weeks of acceptance and before COC approval.

CCC-770 EFRP is the required method of documenting this review.

B COC Action

COC must:

e advise applicants, in writing, of action taken or to be taken on EFRP application

e issue a practice approval only if all of the following are met:

2-10-23

EFRP application is eligible for C/S
applicant filed the EFRP application before starting the practice

FSA-850 or equivalent has been completed by an FSA or other authorized agency,
before practice restoration begins

Note: See subparagraph D and E for information on granting a waiver.

the practice was started after the agency responsible for technical assistance has made
any necessary technical determinations

the estimated start date of restoration has been documented

funds have been allocated to the county
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Par. 131

Approvals and Disapprovals (Continued)

B COC Action (Continued)

2-10-23

e complete FSA-770 EFRP (Exhibit 6) before approving the EFRP application and the
required review is completed by the DD.

Note: County Offices that have not implemented EFRP within the last 2 years must
complete FSA-770 EFRP on its first 10 applications per Service Center.

COC in the administrative county will continue to use the State and its county code to
identify all FSA-848’s and other documentation and statistical reporting requirements related
to implementing EFRP on the eligible NIPF in a designated EFRP county.

Granting a Waiver to Start an EFRP Practice Before Filing an Application

In instances where an emergency exists, landowners may find it necessary to take action and
initiate restorative measures before filing an EFRP application. With concurrence of STC or
its delegated representative, COC may waive the requirement to approve FSA-848A before
work begins, only if all the following apply:

e complete FSA-850 (Exhibit 21)

e the EFRP-designated disaster created a situation that required the applicant to take
immediate steps to prevent further losses

Example: The following is an example of an emergency situation:
e repairing or replacing a fence to contain livestock.
Note: A waiver should not be requested only because the practice was
started before an environmental evaluation. It must be a

legitimate emergency action.

If a practice has been started but has been determined not to be an emergency, COC cannot
approve the practice.

e EFRP application was filed between the date of the disaster and the end of the signup
period

e a practice was physically started before the EFRP disaster designation was approved for
the applicable County Office.
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131 Approvals and Disapprovals (Continued)

C Granting a Waiver to Start an EFRP Practice Before Filing an Application (Continued)

Example: A landowner contracts to irrigate and plant trees in March. In July, before work
has begun, the county is approved for EFRP drought. The landowner knew in
March that he or she would be irrigating and planting trees. For the EFRP
purpose, the date the landowner signed the contract in March is the starting date
for the practice. Since the March signing date is more than 60 calendar days
before the drought in July, the landowner is not eligible for EFRP assistance.

D Securing Services of a Contractor Before Filing an EFRP Application

Securing services of a contractor does not necessarily mean the practice has physically
started for EFRP purposes.

In instances where a present threat exists, and when further destruction is imminent and
warrants immediate action, landowners may find it necessary to take action and schedule the
services of a contractor to perform restorative measures before filing an EFRP application.

Securing a contractor before filing an EFRP application would not prevent COC from
approving the application.

E Granting A Waiver to Start an EFRP Practice Before Application is Approved

In certain instances, landowners may need to start the EFRP practice after filing the EFRP
application, but before the application can be approved. With concurrence of STC or its
delegated representative, COC may waive the requirement to approve FSA-848A before
work begins, on a case-by-case basis if justified. Justification must include action needed to
prevent further losses to life or property.

For EFRP purposes, a practice is considered started when the work begins.

COC may waive the requirement to approve FSA-848A before work begins on a
case-by-case basis without requiring a specific request from the applicant. COC may
consider the filing of the applicant’s EFRP application as the request for waiver of the
requirement to approve FSA-848A before work begins. COC decisions must be documented
in the COC minutes.

Note: The successful completion of FSA-850 is required before FSA-848A is approved. If

an applicant begins a practice before approval, include notes on FSA-848 (request)
detailing early start date and reason for beginning before COC approval.
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132  Disapprovals and Deferred Action

A

Disapproving Requests
If COC disapproves the request:

e disapprove the request in CSS according to 2-EFRP
e notify the applicant in writing of the the reason for disapproval, according to 2-EFRP
e provide the right to appeal the COC’s decision, according to 1-APP.

Documenting COC Minutes

Document disapprovals individually in COC minutes and, at a minimum, include the
following:

e applicant

e FSN or control number
e Practice(s)

e reason for disapproval.
Deferred Action

COC may defer action on a C/S request for which funds are not currently available. Advise
applicants of the deferral.

133  Pending Requests

A

2-10-23

Maintaining Pending Requests

If a funding request is submitted to the EFRP-PM and the State is notified that funds are not
available, State Office must notify County Office to maintain a file of pending EFRP
applications that COC would be willing to approve if funds were available.

Note: The original request must remain on file until approval or disapproval. If additional
funds become available, promptly advise applicants.

Reviewing Pending Requests
Review the file of pending requests periodically, at a minimum every 60 calendar days.
Cancel requests of participants who are no longer interested in participating in the program

and modify request amounts for EFRP applications where needs change. Modify county
funding request, if necessary.
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134  Requests Requiring Special Approvals

A Requests Requiring Special Approval

Par. 134

STC or DAFP delegated representative review is required for certain FSA-848’s before
approval. The following table shows the required reviews, responsible review official, and

responsible approval or disapproval official.

MUST be approved | AND FSA-848A must

A request for EFRP C/S for... or disapproved by.... | be signed by....
e COC members STC STC.
e County Office, FSA, NRCS Service

Center employees
e Conservation District Board

members
FSA and NRCS State Office employees | STC STC.
STC members DAFP SED.
SED’s DAFP STC.
Other FSA and NRCS employees DAFP STC.

Note: Reviews are required for any entity in which an employee has an interest according to
payment limitation rules currently in effect.

B C/S Agreement Approval Authority

Approvals for total C/S per person or legal entity, per EFRP-designated disaster, and
including interests in all counties, must be as follows.

IF C/S amount is... THEN approval authority is...
$125,000 or less COC.
$125,001 to $250,000 STC.
More than $250,000 EFRP-PM.

Note: These limits are retroactive and apply to all disasters beginning with the calendar year
2017 and forward and to agreements which have not already been submitted to CD

for approval.
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Par. 134

134  Requests Requiring Special Approvals (Continued)

B C/S Agreement Approval Authority (Continued)

2-10-23

County Offices must monitor revisions or new applications to ensure the approval authority
has not changed for a person or legal entity. If a revision or new application changes the
required approval authority, County Office must submit the revision to the appropriate
approval authority immediately.

Upon receipt of notification of approval or disapproval, County Office will:

enter the official decision date in CSS

manually enter “see attached notification” in item 11A on FSA-848A
manually enter the official decision date in item 11B on FSA-848A
manually enter the official C/S willing to approve in item 11C

attach the official notification to FSA-848A.

Submitting Requests to CD

When submitting C/S requests to EFRP-PM, the following information must be included as
part of the documentation:

exact amount of C/S requested

EFRP practices that are involved

copy of FSA-848 and FSA-848A

a completed copy of FSA-23 for each request submitted (Exhibit 17)

Note: Base the agricultural market value of the affected land on either of the following:

acres served, if the practice is reported as acres served
acres, if the practice is reported as acres.

map of affected farms

photographs

copy of FSA-850

COC and STC recommendations, as applicable.
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Par. 135

Documenting COC Decisions

A Action

2-10-23

COC must review the EFRP application and document the decision on the hard copy of
FSA-848A.

COC Determinations

All COC determinations involving action taken on all EFRP applications must be recorded
in the COC minutes.

At a minimum, each COC determination will include the following:

applicant’s name
control number

FSN

practice or practices
C/S approval amount.

Note: Each application must be listed separately.

Notify Applicant

If COC approves the request, promptly:

e approve the request in CSS, according to 2-EFRP

¢ notify applicant of the practice extent and approved C/S with a copy of FSA-848A.

Notes: Inform the applicant that FSA-848A must be signed by all the participants
receiving a percentage of the payment and returned to the County Office within 15
calendar days. If FSA-848A is not returned timely, contact participant to determine
whether program participation is still desired. After contact has been made, allow
the participant 5 calendar days to sign and return FSA-848A. See Exhibit 11 for a
completed example of FSA-848A.

If unable to contact the participant, send a notification of application termination
and provide appeal rights per 1-APP.

Include the signed agreement and other explanatory information needed to help the

applicant perform the practice or practices and qualify for C/S. Examples of this
information include the following:
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Par. 135
135  Documenting COC Decisions (Continued)

C Notify Applicant (Continued)

e practice specifications and any other information needed to comply with program
requirements

Note: Include a reminder to consult TA provider as questions arise about practice
specifications.

e completing performance reports
e rules governing dividing or withholding C/S when another person or legal entity
contributes to the cost of performing the practice and the necessity for reporting those

contributions

e cencouraging the applicant to complete the practice or practices at the earliest possible
time

e advising the applicants of their responsibility to obtain necessary easements and permits.
136  Setting Expiration Dates
A Practice Expirations and Extensions

Except for drought approvals, COC will establish realistic expiration dates of no more than 2
years for completing approved practices.

B Extensions
Extensions:
e may be granted, if requested by a participant in writing before the expiration date

e require the technical agency to concur with the extension and modify the restoration plan
accordingly

e will be evaluated by COC and the request and recommendation forwarded to the STC
delegated representative.

e must be documented and approved by STC or DD when delegated by STC.
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Par. 136
136  Setting Expiration Dates (Continued)

B Extensions (Continued)
If an extension is requested timely and justified:
e STC, or its delegated representative, may approve 1 extension for up to 6 months, beyond
the initial 2-year expiration date, totaling up to 2 years and 6 months in length, under

unusual circumstances

e STC may approve a second extension for up to an additional 6 months, totaling 3 years in
length, under unusual circumstances.

Any extension request exceeding 3 years must be submitted to EFRP-PM.

C Drought Extensions
Drought practice approvals will not extend more than 6 months from the date COC approves
the practice. If drought conditions change, reevaluate the applicant’s eligibility. STC may
approve 1 extension up to 3 months under unusual circumstances.
Note: Unusual circumstances will be documented in COC or STC minutes.
COC’s evaluation of drought practice extension requests must include an assessment of
current drought conditions and current availability of water. If drought conditions change,
re-evaluate the applicant’s eligibility.

D Submitting Extension Requests to CD

When submitting practice extension requests to EFRP-PM by e-mail, the following
information must be included as part of the documentation:

e asigned SED memorandum to include:

exact amount of C/S approval considered
EFRP practices that are involved
applicable practice

date of new expiration

COC and STC recommendations, as applicable
FSA-848A

map of affected farms

copy of FSA-850

copy of participant’s extension request.
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136  Setting Expiration Dates (Continued)

E Documenting Extensions in COC Minutes

Par. 136

Document extensions individually in the COC minutes and, at a minimum, include the

following:

applicant’s name

137  Expiration Notice

FSN, application, control number

practice or practices

reason for extension request

COC recommendation to STC

STC or delegated representative determination
EFRP-PM action, if this action was required.

A Preparing Expiration List

The County Office will prepare the “Practices Nearing Expiration” report from CSS and
report to the DD by the first workday of each month in accordance with direction in

paragraph 335.

B Generating and Issuing Expiration Notice

Generate and mail or e-mail practice expiration notification letters to participants with
approved practices expiring within 30 calendar days.

138 Terminating Approved Agreements

A Terminating Approved Agreements

Follow the following table when terminating approved agreements.

expiration date

If... And... Then..

performance No payments have been | Terminate the approved EFRP
certification is not issued on the agreement | agreement as described in 2-EFRP
filed by the practice A partial payment has Terminate an approved EFRP

been issued on a practice

agreement as described in 2-EFRP
(this will generate a receivable for
the partial payment.)

Payments have been fully
issued on a practice

certify the remaining practice(s) as
complete with zero extent and zero
cost as described in 2-EFRP.

2-10-23
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Par. 138

138  Terminating Approve Agreements (Continued)

A Terminating Approved Agreements (Continued)

139-141

2-10-23

Following any of the previous scenarios:

¢ notify the assigned technical agency
e document the action taken on FSA-848A
e notify the participant of the termination and provide appeal rights per 1-APP.

Suspending Termination
If the County Office has a definite indication that the practice was performed in a timely
manner but the performance report on FSA-848B, page 1 is not filed promptly, termination

may be delayed if:

e certification of performance on FSA-848B, page 2 and personal knowledge of COC
member or County Office employee are acceptable reasons for suspending cancellations

e immediate action will be taken to obtain the performance report.

Note: If the performance report is not obtained within 30 calendar days of the practice
expiration date, terminate the approval.

See Exhibit 12 for a completed example of FSA-848B.

(Reserved)
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Par. 142
Section 2 Accepting Practice Performance Report

142  Filing Performance Reports (FSA-848B)
A Summary of Steps

When the participant completes the approved practice, the participant will then file the
performance report.

The County Office must complete the following steps:

review and date-stamp the submitted bills for accuracy and eligible items

enter applicant certification data in CSS and print FSA-848B

obtain eligible applicant and/or TA provider agency certification on FSA-848B

issue C/S payment once all requirements have been met and all signatures are obtained
ensure that payments are issued through NPS.

Performance reports (FSA-848B) must be signed and dated by the authorized representative
whose name appears on the approved FSA-848A. See 1-CM and 6-PL for provisions on
determining eligibility for minors.

B Performance Reports
To be eligible for C/S payments, participants who perform approved practices must report
performance on FSA-848B and provide any required supporting data by the practice
completion date. See Exhibit 12 for an example of a completed FSA-848B

C Dates and Signatures on FSA-848B’s
Performance reports must be signed and dated by all participant, or their authorized

representative, who will receive a share on the approved FSA-848A. All documents must be
date stamped upon receipt.
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142  Filing Performance Reports (FSA-848B) (Continued)

C

Dates and Signatures on FSA-848B’s (Continued)

The following table provides guidelines for signatures on FSA-848B’s.

IF... THEN...

FSA-848B is signed by a person or legal entity [determine whether the person or legal entity
other than the participant to whom FSA-848A |is authorized to file FSA-848B according to
was issued subparagraph A.

ipractice was performed by an eligible person orfrevise the name on FSA-848 accordingly.
legal entity other than the person or legal entity
ito whom the approval was issued

practice or component is not completed FSA-848B should not be signed unless
provisions in Section 2 for partial
erformance are met.

FSA-848B involves signatures for deceased, [see 1-CM.
Imissing, or incompetent persons

ersons or legal entities are not eligible to they are not required to sign FSA-848B.
eceive a payment

143  Reporting Dates

A

2-10-23

Final Date to File FSA-848B’s

FSA-848B’s must be filed on or before the expiration date or by the authorized extension
date granted by COC. See paragraph 136.

Filing in Timely Manner

FSA-848B is filed in a timely manner when it is delivered to, or postmarked for delivery to,
the County Office or COC on or before the practice expiration date.

If the participant fails to date FSA-848B, but the date stamp shows that FSA-848B was
received in a timely manner, use the date stamp for the reporting date.

Not Filing in Timely Manner
For FSA-848B’s not filed in a timely manner, enter either of the following on FSA-848B:

e date received and initial the entry
e postmarked date and initial the entry.

Cancel FSA-848A to deobligate funds and notify the participant with appeal rights.
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Par. 144
144  Reporting Practice Extent

A Information To Be Reported
Participants will report the extent of practices performed on FSA-848B * * * and any
additional information needed to determine whether practices were performed according to

specifications and EFRP provisions.

The following table provides guidelines when reporting practice information on FSA-848B.

IF... THEN...
some or all aspects of performance must be |do not process until FSA-848B, page 2 is
certified by another agency completed by the technical agency.

a practice is reported in units other than units | convert reported units to the payment units.
for which payment is made
all required information is not submitted with | do not process until all information is
FSA-848B submitted.

B Another Agency

If another agency certifies performance, obtain the practice extent from the assigned
technical agency’s certification on FSA-848B, page 2.

145  Recording Practice Location
A Recording Location

Record the location of all practices performed for EFRP payment on an aerial photo or
photocopy or in GIS layer as appropriate.

Use GIS aerial photography or photocopy to identify the following:
e practice and/or components requested and needed

e lifespan

e FY completed.

B Retaining Location Records

See 32-AS for requirements for retaining location records.
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146  Supporting Documentation for Practice Completion

A Obtaining Evidence

In all cases, obtain evidence to determine whether practice requirements are met and to
determine proper C/S payment calculation. This may include the following:

invoices

canceled checks

paid receipts

analysis tags

other similar evidence.

*--Note: Do not include salvage value payments in the calculation of actual costs or C/S.
Income from salvage value will not be deducted from out-of-pocket costs for
restoration.--*

B Invoices and Documentation

Inform the applicant that proof of payment documentation must be maintained for 1 year
after the end of the FY in which the practice was completed for EFRP C/S.

The following table provides steps to take when handling cost data for payments.

Step *--County Office Action--*

1 | Review participant’s documentation to determine whether practice requirements
were satisfied.
2 | Allow participant to self-certify total eligible costs on FSA-848B. Supporting
documentation must be provided for all agreements.

Note: If the participant is self-certifying to cost for C/S agreements for which
supporting documentation has not yet been received, COC will not approve
payment until all supporting evidence is submitted by the participant.
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146 Supporting Documentation for Practice Completion (Continued)

B

Invoices and Documentation (Continued)

Step

*--County Office Action--*

3

Enter the total allowable, eligible cost of performing the approved practices/
components on FSA-848B.

Identify costs reported paid by ineligible contributors.

If the participant performed the practice with their own labor, equipment, materials
the participant must submit signed and dated statements to include the following:

Note: Costs allowed in these cases should not exceed the prevailing current

specific activities performed
location of activity

dates of work performed

cost per hour charged for labor
expense of equipment used
type and cost of materials used
other applicable information.

commercial rates determined by COC.

Calculate C/S based on supporting documentation provided to meet the minimum
requirement. A minimum of 20 percent of supporting evidence must be spot
checked and reviewed before issuing payments. Use FSA-770 EFRP to document
the spot check.

Example: To review at least 20 percent of the supporting evidence and

agreements, FSA may spot check all documentation submitted to
support C/S calculation and payment for agreements ending in 0 or 5
before issuing payments.

C Retaining Invoices and Documentation

7-27-23

Keep supporting evidence for percent of cost not to exceed practice payments on file in the
County Office for the same period as for other related EFRP documents.

For C/S computed using the percent of cost not to exceed method, inform the applicant that
proof of payment documentation must be:

e maintained for 1 year after the end of the FY in which the practice was completed
e presented within 30 calendar days to the County Office, if selected for spot check.
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Par. 147
147  Maintenance and C/S Refund Responsibility

A Participant Certification
Ensure that the participant is aware of and agrees to:

e practice maintenance responsibilities and C/S refund responsibilities when certifying
practice performance

e refund all or part of the C/S paid as determined by COC if before the expiration of the
practice lifespan specified, the practice is destroyed or not properly maintained.

B Relinquishing Control or Title to the Land

If the participant relinquishes control or title to the land on which the practices have been
implemented, the participant must do 1 of the following:

e Obtain a written statement from the new owner, lessee, or both, agreeing to properly
maintain the practice for the remainder of its specified lifespan

e once the written statement is obtained from the new owner, operator, or both:
e the statement must be attached to the original FSA-848B

e the original participant is no longer responsible for practice maintenance or for
refunding any C/S as determined by COC

e the person signing the written statement is responsible for practice maintenance and
refunding any C/S as determined by COC.

Note: If a written statement is not obtained from the new owner, operator, or both, the C/S
refunds will be prorated and collected from the original participant based on the
lifespan of the practice and age of the practice at the time of ownership/operatorship
change.

148-151 (Reserved)
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Par. 152
Section 3 Certifying Performance

152  Certification on FSA-848B When Technical Practices Assigned to Another Agency
A Assigned Technical Agency Certification

If another agency is the assigned technical agency, that assigned technical agency’s
certification on FSA-848B, page 2 is required:

After participant certified practice completion on FSA-848B:

¢ notify the assigned technical agency and request certification of the assigned technical
agency performance on FSA-848B, page 2 to ensure practice performance meets standard

e provide a copy of FSA-848B, as well as a copy of a map to the technical agency to use in
certifying performance of approved practice(s)/component(s)

e County Office employees will not inspect, for verification, any practice for which
another agency certifies performance

e (COC must accept the agency certification of the extent performed for approving
payments to participants.

B Items To Be Reported by Technical Agency
Assigned technical agency will report the following on FSA-848B, page 2:
e a certification showing practice(s)/component(s) and extent that meet specifications

e any items of performance that do not meet specifications and explain the reasons for the
failure

e any uncompleted items.
Note: Uncompleted non-technical items for which FSA will later accept a report from the

participant will be listed; however, payment will not be authorized until completion
of the specified uncompleted nontechnical items.
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153  Technical Practices Performed Without Technical Agency Assistance

A Proceeding Before Needs Determination

154-160

2-10-23

Participants that proceed on a technical practice before needs were determined by a technical
agency assume the risk that the practice may not be eligible for C/S.

IF...

THEN...

technician cannot certify performance and extent

there is no authority to pay
for the practice.

the extent can be determined and all of the following apply:
e itis determined the practice was needed

e practice was performed according to specifications or is
qualified under the provisions of Section 7

e all other EFRP requirements have been satisfied

practice may be eligible for
C/S.

(Reserved)
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Par. 161
Section 4 Reporting Contributions

161  Multiple Persons or Legal Entities Who Share Cost of Practice
A List Persons or Legal Entities Who Share Cost of Practice
FSA-848B will include, or have attached, a list of names and addresses of all persons and
legal entities who shared in the cost of the practice and the extent of their contributions. The
list will include any ineligible person or legal entity, State, or Federal agency.

B Additional Criteria

When creating the list in subparagraph A, consider any available information on the
eligibility of the other contributors.

Note: A contractor who is fully compensated or reimbursed for materials, equipment,
services, or labor is not a contributor.

C Performance Reports When More Than 1 Person or Legal Entity Contributed
If more than 1 person or legal entity contributed to a practice, determine whether:

¢ all contributors qualify as separate persons or legal entities according to
paragraph 35 and 6-PL

e cach contributor is eligible to receive C/S
e any contributors are ineligible according to paragraph 35.
162  Dividing C/S Based on Contributions
A All Costs Paid by 1 Eligible Person or Legal Entity

One person or legal entity that pays all costs of performing a practice is entitled to the C/S
payment.

B Costs Paid in Equal Proportions by Eligible Person or Legal Entity

If 2 or more eligible persons or legal entities equally contribute to the cost of performing the
practice, divide C/S equally.
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Par. 162

162  Dividing C/S Based on Contributions (Continued)

C Costs Paid in Unequal Proportions by Eligible Person or Legal Entity

If 2 or more eligible persons or legal entities contribute to the cost of performing a practice
and COC determines that each person’s or legal entity’s contributions are not in equal
proportions:

e prorate the C/S payments, using CSS, based on the individual’s contributions
e document how each person’s or legal entity’s percent of contribution was determined.

Part of Costs Paid by Ineligible Person or Legal Entity

Total practice cost used to compute C/S will not include contributions made by ineligible
persons or legal entities.

Make no C/S payment to any person or legal entity for a practice for which all costs are paid
by ineligible persons or legal entities.

Note: See paragraphs 34 and 35 for eligible and ineligible participant provisions.

163  Cost Data When Ineligible Persons or Legal Entities Contributed

A Ineligible Contributions

2-10-23

Examples of ineligible contributions include materials, services, or cash provided by an
ineligible person or legal entity to an eligible person or legal entity.

Reporting Ineligible Contributions

Report the contribution of an ineligible participant on FSA-848B. Include the following
information:

name of the ineligible contributor

total cost of performing the practice

dollar value of the ineligible contribution made
describe the ineligible contribution.
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164  Processing C/S if Ineligible Participants Contributed

A Processing C/S

If an ineligible participant contributed to a practice, C/S is computed by subtracting the
ineligible contribution from the total practice cost. C/S is based only on the eligible
participant’s contribution.

Note: See paragraph 35 to determine whether a contributor may qualify as an eligible
person or legal entity.

B Example 1

Total cost of the EFRP practice was $5,000. Participant A, an eligible participant, incurs
$4,000 in eligible costs for the practice. Participant B, an ineligible participant, incurs and
contributes $1,000 for the practice. C/S level for the practice is 75 percent of the total
eligible costs.

The ineligible contribution ($1,000) will be deducted from the total practice cost ($5,000) to
compute eligible C/S. C/S paid to the eligible participant will be based on the eligible
participant’s contribution to the practice, which was $4,000. Therefore, Participant A will
earn a C/S payment of $3,000 (75 percent of $4,000).

C Example 2

Total cost of the EFRP practice was $8,000. Participant A, an eligible participant, pays
$6,000 for materials for a practice. A State agency contributes $2,000 worth of materials to
the practice. C/S level for the practice is 75 percent of the total eligible costs.

The ineligible contribution ($2,000) must be deducted from the total practice cost ($8,000) to
compute eligible C/S. C/S paid to the eligible participant will be based on the eligible
participant’s contribution to the practice, which was $6,000. Therefore, Participant A will
earn a C/S payment of $4,500 (75 percent of $6,000).

165-169 (Reserved)
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Par. 170
Section 5 Change in Extent Performed

170  Changing Extent Performed as Reported by Participant

A Technical Agency’s Certified Extent Less Than Participant’s Reported Extent

If assigned technical agency’s certification on FSA-848B, page 2 or other information
indicates that a lesser extent was performed than was reported by the participant, change the
extent to the lesser amount.

Note: Document the change on FSA-848B.

Technical Agency Certified Extent Greater Than Participant’s Reported Extent

If the assigned technical agency’s certification on FSA-848B, page 2 or other information
shows that a greater extent was performed than was reported by the participant, do not
change the extent reported by the participant.

If the difference is substantial, contact the participant and assigned technical agency to

determine the correct extent. However, only pay on approved extent unless modified
according to paragraph 174.

171  Adjustment for Practices Exceeding Requirements

A General Policy

2-10-23

If the participant completes or constructs the practice in excess of the minimum standards
required by the technical agency, the County Office will prorate the costs and only issue C/S
payments on the minimum extent required.

Greater Extent at No Cost

If a greater extent than approved or required is performed as a “safety measure” in COC’s
opinion with technical authority concurrence, FSA-848A must be revised, according to the
“Revise an Agreement” section of 2-EFRP, to reflect the increased extent if all the following
conditions exist:

e participant hired a contractor to complete the work

e excess amount was performed as part of the lump-sum project cost or as part of the
approved per unit amount

Note: This does not include cases where costs are determined on an hourly basis.
e COC determines, with technical authority concurring, that the excess performance was

done as a safety measure and not because of an agreement between the participant and
contractor as a discount or other consideration to the participant.
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171  Adjustment for Practices Exceeding Requirements (Continued)

C Adjusting for Greater Extent at No Cost

If all conditions in subparagraph B are met, enter the units approved on FSA-848B. Do not
prorate the cost and C/S to include the excess costs.

172 Adjusting Extent or C/S Before Practice Performance
A Increase Based on Greater Extent

COC may increase the extent or C/S originally approved on FSA-848A before performance

is completed, if the assigned technical agency determines that a greater extent is needed and

funds are available. Use the “Revise Agreement” process provided in 2-EFRP.

B Decrease Before Practice Performance

*--If the assigned technical agency determines a lesser extent is needed after approval but
before performance, COC will decrease the extent and C/S originally approved on

FSA-848A before performance is completed. Use the “Revise Agreement” process--*

provided in 2-EFRP.

C Documenting Adjustment
Signatures are required in items 11 and 12 for all FSA-848A revisions.
173 Adjusting Extent or C/S After Practice Performance and Before Payment
A Increase in Extent or C/S
On a case-by case basis, COC may increase the extent or C/S originally approved after
performance is completed (but before payment is made) if funds are available and either of
*--the following conditions is met:--*

e the extent approved was based on an estimate that proved to be in error and the
participant could not reasonably have known in advance the extent needed to complete
the practice

e CJ/S approved was based on an estimate of cost that was too low.

Note: A new request is not required when COC increases the extent or C/S after

performance and before payment. However, the County Office must modify the
agreement in CSS by using the “Revise Agreement” process provided in 2-EFRP.
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Par. 173

173  Adjusting Extent or C/S After Practice Performance and Before Payment (Continued)

B Documenting Adjustment

Signatures are required in items 11 and 12 for all FSA-848A revisions.

C Decrease After Performance and Before Payment

*--1f the participant reports a lesser extent performed on FSA-848B than the extent approved on

FSA-848A, and the technical agency certifies the extent of performance on FSA-848B as
adequate to address the resources concerns, then the participant may receive C/S based on the
lesser extent performed.

COC is not required to decrease the extent and C/S originally approved on FSA-848A after
performance and before payment.--*

174 Increasing Extent or C/S After Practice Performance and After Payment

A When to Increase Extent or C/S

COC may increase the extent or C/S originally approved on FSA-848A after payment has
been issued if 1 of the following situations occurred:

County Office made an error on original extent or payment computation
assigned technical agency made an error on original extent reported

a measurement error was made

other similar situation that resulted in a lesser extent or C/S payment.

Documenting Increase

Signatures are required in items 11 and 12 for all FSA-848A revisions.

175 Increases Not Authorized

*--A Overview--*

176-179

7-27-23

If COC does not approve the entire extent requested and the participant performs an extent
greater than that approved, no increase in C/S is authorized to cover the extent performed if it
exceeds the amount approved.

(Reserved)
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Par. 180
Section 6 Miscellaneous Situations

180  Performance Not Meeting Specifications or Requirements
A Erroneous Official Measurement

Costs may be shared for a practice even though performance does not meet specifications or
requirements, if both the following apply:

e participant relied on an erroneous official measurement

e enough material was applied to meet the minimum requirements of the erroneous
measurement.

B Adequate Solution to Conservation Problem
C/S may be paid for the extent actually performed if all of the following apply:
e COC determines that the practice solves the problem for which it was approved
e participant satisfies COC that a reasonable effort has been made to meet requirements

e participant agrees on FSA-848B that the practice will be maintained for the required
lifespan or C/S will be refunded

e assigned technical agency’s certification has been considered.
181 Requirements Met but Practice Failed
A Minimum Requirements Met

Costs may be shared for a practice if the practice was properly performed but failed for
reasons beyond the participant’s control.

B COC Actions

COC will determine whether the participant must perform other needed measures as a
condition for C/S.

Note: Costs may be shared for other eligible required measures if the participant files a new
application.
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Par. 182
182  Materials Not Applied at Specified Rate

A Material Costs

Determine whether costs may be shared if materials are not applied at a specified rate
according to the following.

IF materials are not applied
at a specified rate and... THEN...

are within authorized costs may be shared, not to exceed the amount originally
minimum and maximum rates |approved, for the material actually used on the acreage to
which the material is applied.

exceed the maximum limit C/S to the smaller of the following:

authorized rate

e amount originally approved on FSA-848A

e result of multiplying the authorized extent times C/S
rate per unit of material

e result of multiplying the actual cost for the authorized
extent times the approved C/S percentage.

183  Practice Performed With Material Not on EFRP Agreement
A Material Not on FSA-848A
A practice performed with material that was not approved on FSA-848A may be allowed if:

e technical agency can certify that the materials used meet the specifications for restoration
e C/Sis limited to the lesser of:

e C/S originally approved
e C/S computed for the materials actually applied.
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Par. 184
184  Practice Completed by Successor

*--A Action--*

Determine payment shares when a practice is completed by a successor according to the
following table.

WHEN a participant

starts a practice and... | AND... THEN...

sells the acreage the practiceis | e the original participant or participant’s
completed by a estate may be paid any C/S attributable to
successor the participant

dies before the practice is

completed e the successor, if an eligible participant

who completes the practice, may be paid
and C/S attributed to the successor’s
contribution.

185-310 (Reserved)
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Par. 311
Section 7 Processing C/S Earned

311 C/S Payments
A Issuing Payments
Issue payments according to 63-FI and 2-EFRP. Payments are automatically issued through
the CSS /accounting interface when performance is recorded on FSA-848B. All of the
following must be complete before performance is recorded in the system and payments are

1ssued:

e Participant Certification (FSA-848B, page 1)
e Performance Certification (FSA-848B, page 2)
e Performance Approval (FSA-848B, page 3).

Note: The person authorizing the payment will review the C/S details and sign FSA-848B,
page 3, item 18, only if the payment is approved.

B Payment Review

DD will:

e Dbe responsible for ensuring that payments are properly issued according to this handbook
e provide a written report of the findings to SED.

C Ineligible Contributions
Ineligible contributions will be handled according to paragraph 163.
D Participant Maximum

The participant will receive no more than 75 percent of out-of-pocket costs. See
paragraph 29 for bartering.

E Completing FSA-770 EFRP

CED or PT will complete the appropriate sections of form FSA-770 EFRP before an EFRP
payment is made. See Exhibit 6.
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Par. 311
311 C/S Payments (Continued)

F Funding Program Payments
All C/S approvals entered in CSS before September 30, 2020, for EFRP designations will be
funded in CFLS and eFunds. If sufficient funds are not available, the payment request will
fail.
All C/S approvals entered in CSS made beginning October 1, 2020, for EFRP designations
will be funded in COF software. If sufficient funds are not available, the payment request

will fail.

Note: In the event a payment fails because of insufficient funding, County Office must
request additional funding through State Office.

G Issuing Payments
Payments may be issued to:
e participants, joint payees, or assignees
e creditor U.S. agencies to offset amount due
e IRS for non-resident alien income tax.
312  Eligible and Ineligible Items for Processing C/S
A Eligible Costs

Review all applicable costs for labor, material, equipment used, sales tax, and value of used
material to determine the total eligible cost of the practice.

Expenses for personal labor and personal equipment should be less than charged by
contractors.

B Ineligible Costs

Ineligible costs for computing C/S earned include any items specified in paragraph 71.
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Par. 314
313  Computing C/S

A When to Compute C/S

Compute C/S earned for the practice only after all the following actions, and a second-party
review, have been taken:

e the performance report has been reviewed

Note: The Participant Certification (FSA-848B, page 1), Performance Certification
(FSA-848, page 2), and Performance Approval (FSA-848B, page 3) must have been
reviewed, approved and documented in CSS.

e all required information has been obtained

e approved adjustments have been made in:

e (C/S

e cxtent

e materials

e practice components.
B Rounding

CSS will round all C/S earned to the nearest whole dollar as follows:

e increase an amount of $.50 or more
e decrease an amount of $.49 or less.

C Extent Performed Less Than or Greater Than Extent Approved

If the extent performed is less than the extent approved, and the rate is a “percent, not to
exceed” rate, then the lesser of the following will be earned:

e C/S Approved
e (/S rate percentage multiplied by the total allowable, eligible cost
e Maximum “not to exceed” rate per unit multiplied by the extent performed.
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Par. 314
313 Computing C/S (Continued)

C Extent Performed Less Than or Greater Than Extent Approved (Continued)
Example of performance less than extent approved: An EFRP practice was approved on
20 acres at the rate of 75 percent of the total allowable cost not to exceed $100 per acre.
However only 10 acres were actually performed at a total cost of $5,000. The technical
agency certified that the extent performed, although less than approved, addressed the

resource concerns and was consistent with the applicable practice standard.

Therefore, the C/S payment for the acres performed is least cost option, or in this case the
maximum “not to exceed” rate per unit multiplied by the extent performed:

$100 per acre x 10 acres = $1,000
The total C/S paid would be $1,000.

314-320 (Reserved)
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Par. 321
Section 8 Partial Payments

321  When Partial C/S Payments May Be Made

A Authority for Partial Payment
At the request of the participant, partial payment for a practice may be processed if the
applicant will complete the entire of the practice, with or without C/S, within the time
prescribed by COC.
If the practice is not completed within the time prescribed, the applicant must refund the
payment made unless prevented from completing the practice for reasons beyond the
applicant’s control.

B Making Partial Payments
Make partial payments only when all of the following conditions are satisfied:

e (/S request is made on FSA-848B, page 1

e COC and assigned technical agency determine that the completed components are a
reasonable attainment toward completing of the practice

e all completed components are listed on FSA-848B, page 1

e the participant agrees to complete the practice on FSA-848B, page 1 before the practice
expiration date.
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Par. 322
322  Recovering C/S if Remaining Work Is Not Completed

A Recovering C/S

Recover any partial payments if a practice is not completed, unless the participant was
prevented from completing the practice for reasons beyond the participant’s control.

Note: See paragraph 404 for late payment and refund interest instructions.
B Acceptable Reasons for Not Completing Practices
Acceptable reasons for not completing practices include, but are not limited to, the following:

death

drought

flood

involuntary loss of control of the land.

C Unacceptable Reasons for Not Completing Practices

Unacceptable reasons for not completing practices include, but are not limited to, the
following:

¢ financial inability to complete the practice
e change in plans for land use.

323-330 (Reserved)
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Par. 332

Section 9 Issuing Payments

331 COC Payment Responsibilities

A Controlling Allocations

2-10-23

State Offices will allocate funds to County Offices for a specific disaster ID designated by
the National Office. These allocations will be available for obligation at agreement approval.
Payments above the obligation amount will not be approved unless the additional amount
request was submitted to the State and National Offices in a timely manner.

Rules for Specific Types of Cases

A requirement in a lease or other agreement that a tenant must perform a practice does not

make the practice ineligible.

Determine who pays the practice cost in the following specific cases according to this table.

IF the lease or other agreement indicates
that the...

THEN consider...

landlord and tenant share the cost of the
practice

both as having contributed to the cost unless
refuted by evidence.

tenant will perform the practice

the tenant as having paid the entire cost
unless refuted by evidence.

landlord will pay the cost of the practice

the landlord as having paid the entire cost
unless refuted by evidence.

Note: Do not consider a participant as having contributed to the cost of performing a
practice if COC finds that the participant has been or will be fully reimbursed for the
contribution through rental adjustment, exchange of cash, or other consideration by

another person or legal entity.
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Par. 332
332 Agreements Between Landlords and Tenants

A Effect of Agreement

Pay C/S to the eligible participant who pays the costs of performing the practice regardless
of a lease or other agreement provides for the payment to be:

¢ made in some other manner
¢ relinquished to someone who did not pay the related costs.

B Determining Proper Payee

Review the facts in the case if there is a question of whether the information on the EFRP
agreement is correct. To determine who paid the costs, COC will consider the:

e terms of the lease or other agreement that may have a bearing on the determination only
if the terms clarify the way the practice was performed

e cxisting conditions and the way the practice was performed

e manner in which costs were billed and paid.
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Par. 333

333  When to Prepare Payment

A Preparing to Issue C/S Payment

2-10-23

Record performance and issue payment, according to 2-EFRP, when all of the following
have been completed:

participant certified practice completion on FSA-848B, page 1 (according to
paragraph 142)

performance was appropriately certified on FSA-848B, page 2
supporting documentation is submitted according to paragraph 146
CCC-902 and CCC-901 for the year of disaster is on file according to paragraph 6

other pertinent information is received, if applicable.

Review Before Payment

FSA-848B will be second-party reviewed by an employee other than the employee entering
the performance data. The reviewer:

may be CED, designated employee, or COC member
will sign and date FSA-848B, page 3
must not have an interest in the farminvolved.

Payments Due Deceased, Missing, or Incompetent Persons

Prepare payments due persons who are deceased, missing, or incompetent according to
1-CM.
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Par. 334
334  Refunds, Priority of Offsets, Withholdings, and Assignments

A Handling Refunds
Handle refunds according to 64-FI.
B Offset Applicability
Offsets apply to EFRP.
C Assigning Program Payments
Payments earned may be assigned according to 1-CM or 63-FI.
D Determining Priority

The priority of offsets, withholdings, and assignments should be determined according to
1-FI, 58-FI, and 63-FT.
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Par. 335

335 Monitoring EFRP C/S Agreements and Obligations

A CSS Reports

2-10-23

CSS reports available to State and County offices are described in 2-EFRP par. 244. States
and County Offices should use the reports available to monitor EFRP agreements and

obligations.

The following table details the minimum expectations for monitoring and reporting within

the State.

Report

Employee

Required Action

ALL FSA-848 —
Pending Approval

PT

On the first of each month, prepare a report of all
FSA-848’s, pending approval to ensure that
FSA-848’s in revision status are approved timely.
FSA-848A’s in revision status that require action
will have an alpha suffix in the control number and
require action.

Approve, revise, or terminate the pending
FSA-848’s, as applicable.

Provide a copy of the monthly report to the DD with
action taken documented on the list by the 15th of
each month.

DD

Review the monthly report provided by each
County Office.

Contact the County Offices that do not provide a
report by the 15th of each month.

Provide a summation of actions taken to the State
Office by the end of each month.

State
Office

Review the monthly reports provided by DD.

Prepare the report for all counties in the State to
ensure DD’s provided report and explanation for all
FSA-848s listed. Follow up with DD’s for any
missing reports.

Provide summary report for the State to SED.

SED

Review the monthly report and communicate corrective
actions and expectations to DD’s.
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Par. 335

335 Monitoring EFRP C/S Agreements and Obligations (Continued)

A CSS Reports (Continued)

2-10-23

Report Employee Required Action
FSA-848A — PT e On the first of each month, prepare a report of FSA-
Practices Nearing 848’s expiring within 59 calendar days to track
Expiration performance that needs to be completed within 59
calendar days.

e Mail all participants on the list the “Practice
Nearing Expiration” letter.

e Provide a copy of the monthly report to DD with
action taken documented on the list by the 15" of
each month.

DD e Review the monthly report provided by each
County Office.

¢ Contact the County Offices that do not provide a
report by the 15th of each month.

e Provide a summation of actions taken to the State
Office by the end of each month.

State e Review the monthly reports provided by DD.
Office

e Prepare the report for all counties in the State to
ensure DD’s provided report and explanation for all
FSA-848s listed. Follow up with DD’s for any
missing reports.

e Provide summary report for the State to SED.

SED Review the monthly report and communicate corrective

actions and expectations to DD’s.
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Par. 335

335 Monitoring EFRP C/S Agreements and Obligations (Continued)

A CSS Reports (Continued)

2-10-23

Report Employee Required Action
FSA-848A, PT On the first of each month, prepare a report of FSA-
Practices WIth 848’s with Expiration Date Exceeded.
Expiration Date
Exceeded

Review the practice status for each FSA-848A on
the report.

Contact all participants that have not submitted
receipts or certified completion of practices with
instructions for practice performance certification or
extension, as applicable.

Review report with COC.

Process applicable payments for participants who
had submitted receipts and certified completion of
the practice.

Terminate FSA-848A’s for practices that have not
been completed or an extension has not been

requested and approved according to paragraphs
502 through 504.

Provide a copy of the monthly report to DD with
action taken documented on the list by the 15" of
each month.
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Par. 335

335 Monitoring EFRP C/S Agreements and Obligations (Continued)

A CSS Reports (Continued)

336-340

2-10-23

Report Employee Required Action
DD e Review the monthly report provided by each
County Office.
e (Contact the County Offices that do not provide a
report by the 15th of each month.
e Provide a summation of actions taken to the State
Office by the end of each month.
STO e Review the monthly reports provided by DD.
e Prepare the report for all counties in the State to
ensure DD’s provided report and explanation for all
FSA-848s listed. Follow up with DD’s for any
missing reports.
e Provide summary report for the State to SED.
SED Review the monthly report and communicate corrective
actions and expectations to DD’s.
(Reserved)
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Par. 341
Section 10 Adjusting Payments

341 When C/S Payment Adjustment Is Required
A Conditions Requiring C/S Payment Adjustment
An adjusted FSA-848B certification is required if:

e overpayment is caused by an error in data entry which includes excess credit to any
refund or other charge, as well as overpayment

e underpayment is caused by an error in data entry which includes deficient credit to a
refund or other charge as well as underpayment

¢ underpayment is caused by erroneous data.

Note: If the:

e applicant reported the erroneous data on the original FSA-848B, the applicant
must sign a corrected FSA-848B, page 1, to receive the additional payment or
credit

e County Office made the error in the data the applicant’s signature is not required.
B Correction Process

See 2-EFRP to generate additional FSA-848B’s and, as applicable, issue additional payments
or create a receivable.

342-389 (Reserved)
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390

391

Par. 390
Part8 Compliance

Section 1 Spot Checks

Lifespan and Maintenance Policy

A

Practice Lifespan

The practice lifespan is a period of time during which a conservation practice or activity
should be maintained and used for the purpose designated and is subject to spot check.

Note: Lifespans begin January 1 after the calendar year the practice is installed.
Maintenance Policy
A practice must be maintained for the practice lifespan specified in Exhibit 31.

Note: COC’s will advise participants that they are required to maintain the practice for its
useful lifespan.

Spot Check Policy

A

2-10-23

Spot Check Provisions

2-CP provisions apply to EFRP spot checking. Additional EFRP spot checking provisions
are provided in this section.

Coordinate spot checks with other work and programs requiring farm visits if possible.
Spot Check Requirements

Spot checks are required to:

e verify practice maintenance and land use

e identify and uncover erroneous or inadequate reporting by landowners

e encourage accurate reporting.

FSA employees, including STC and COC members, will be spot checked.
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Par. 392

392  Extent of Spot Checks

A Selecting EFRP C/S Agreements for County Office Spot Check

The following tables provide steps for performing spot checks.

Current Year Practices

Step

Action

1

Obtain a report on EFRP practices completed during the current FY.

2

Select the agreements for landowners that require spot checks.

3

Select a minimum random sample of at least 5 percent or 5 of the total agreements
that were performed and paid (including required spot checks) during the current
FY.

For the agreements selected, spot check all EFRP practices with an unexpired
lifespan on the same farm.

Prior Year Practices

Action

Obtain a report of all EFRP agreements performed and paid in a prior year with
practices/components that are still within their lifespan and that are not listed on the
current FY spot check selection report.

Select the agreements for landowners that require spot checks.

Select a minimum random sample of at least 5 percent or 5 of the total agreements
that were performed and paid (including required spot checks) that are on the
manual list.

For the agreements selected, spot check all EFRP practices with an unexpired
lifespan on the same farm.

B State Office Spot Checks

To ensure that the policies and provisions of EFRP are being followed, a State Office
representative will review the following number of FSA-848’s and associated FSA-848A’s
and FSA-848B’s, as appropriate, during times of EFRP implementation for County Offices
that receive:

e less than 1,000 FSA-848’s, the greater of ten FSA-848’s or 10 percent of the total
FSA-848’s received

e greater than or equal to 1,000 FSA-848’s, 5 percent of the total FSA-848’s received.

2-10-23
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Par. 393

393  Scope of County Office Spot Checks

A

Options for Performing Spot Checks

By visual inspection, verify the accuracy of the information submitted with FSA-848B. List
discrepancies on FSA-276 (Exhibit 29). COF staff can perform visual inspection either by:

e performing an onsite inspection of the restored NIPF
e using GIS to view the restored NIPF on the most recent aerial imagery.

Inspecting Landowner’s Records
For currently year spot checks performed within 1 year after FY in which the practice was
completed, review the participant’s actual cost documentation, proof of payment and

supporting evidence to ensure the documentation supports the reported cost of the practice.

Note: Failure to present proof-of-payment documentation could lead to a refund of all
financial assistance paid.

394  Follow-up Action on Discrepancies

A

395-400

2-10-23

Corrective Action

Determine the corrective action to be taken by the landowner if the practice does not meet
EFRP requirements. Allow the landowner additional time to take corrective action, if
applicable. At the end of that time, if corrective action was not taken, then seek a refund.
Overpayments

Recover any overpayments.

Underpayments

Pay the amount of the underpayment if incorrect payment has been made.

Violations

See Section 2 or 4-CP when a discrepancy or a violation has been determined.

(Reserved)
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Par. 401
Section 2 Violations

401  Failure to Maintain and Use Practices
A Policy
NIPF restored under EFRP must be maintained and used throughout the applicable practice
normal lifespan for the purposes for which C/S was approved. This applies if control of the
land on which a practice was performed:

e remains under the participant’s control

e is voluntarily relinquished by the participant, and the new owner or lessee agrees in
writing to maintain the practice throughout its lifespan

Exceptions: This policy does not apply under the following circumstances:
e EFRP-PM determines, upon reviewing STC and/or COC recommendation and the fully
documented case file, that good forestry practice does not require this maintenance and

use

e failure to maintain and use the practice was because of conditions beyond the
participant’s control.

B Actions That Constitute Violations
Actions or failures to take action that result in the failure of a practice to meet its
conservation purpose are violations. Payments must be recovered for violations. Violations
may include any of the following:
e destruction of or substantial damage to a practice

e discontinuing the use of a practice before the lifespan expires

e conversion of a practice to recreational uses, unless the practice will continue to serve its
conservation purpose

e other use or misuse of a practice so that it fails to meet its conservation purpose.
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Par. 401

Failure to Maintain and Use Practices (Continued)

C Payment To Be Recovered

Recover the entire C/S paid on the portion of the practice not properly maintained and used.

Partial refunds may be required when a practice has not been maintained and COC
determines that a total refund is not justified.

The partial refund will be based on the actual C/S paid multiplied times the percentage of the
unexpired lifespan remaining, when it is determined that the practice is not being maintained.

Conditions That Do Not Constitute Violations

Failing to maintain a practice is not a violation if STC or COC determines that any of the
following conditions exist:

e practice has served its purpose for its lifespan
e failure was because of conditions beyond the participant’s control

e failure occurred after all persons or legal entities who shared in the payment involuntarily
lost control of the land

e failure occurred on acreage or other extent of the practice on which costs were not shared.

402  Actions that Defeat the EFRP Purpose

A Overview

2-10-23

Any person or legal entity participating in EFRP may be required to refund or forfeit
payment if that participant adopts or participates in any action that may defeat the purpose of
EFRP. In these cases, all or any part of C/S that was paid, or would otherwise be due under
EFRP, may be required to be refunded or forfeited.

Unauthorized Actions

Actions that may defeat the EFRP purpose are:

¢ failing to maintain practices performed with cost sharing under a previous program
e failure to use a practice for the purpose for which it was approved

e performing other willful acts that either:

e violate reasonable conservation or forest health principles
e offset conservation accomplishments.
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Par. 402

402  Actions that Defeat the EFRP Purpose (Continued)

C

Violations Requiring Special Handling
The following types of violations will be referred to STC:

scheme or device depriving other persons or legal entities of C/S
knowingly filing false claims

evading the maximum C/S limitation

evading 6-PL provisions.

Note: See 7-CP.

Responsibility for Determination

Determining a violation may be based on COC or STC findings.

Overreporting Performance

A person or legal entity will refund all or any part of C/S payments if the participant
negligently files FSA-848B for a greater extent than was actually performed, but the

violation does not constitute a false claim. See 7-CP.

Note: STC concurrence is required.

403 COC, STC, and Employee Cases

A Overview

2-10-23

COC or STC members must recuse themselves from participating in any decision in a case
where the member has a personal interest in the case. When a member recuses themselves,
the remaining members act as the committee regarding:

e deposition of the case
e referral of the case to EFRP-PM for advice.

Policy
Where there has been a compliance issue regarding STC or COC members, report facts about
the participation of Government employees to appropriate agency and administrative

officials.

Compliance issues suspected to be serious will be investigated and handled according to
9-AO0 even if the persons involved are employees of other agencies.

Report, in writing, any information involving compliance issues or personnel infractions of
employees of USDA or other Government agencies.
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405

Par. 404
Withholdings and Late Payment and Refund Interest

A Refunds
Refunds on pending cases must be handled according to 58-FI.

B Late Payment and Refund Interest Policy
Late payments and refund interest rates apply to C/S refunded according to 58-FI.

C Prompt Payment Interest
In certain instances when the payment is not issued timely and a revision has occurred, CSS
will not allow the user to enter the date documentation was received before the date of the
revision approval. In this situation, prompt payment interest will be issued through online
payments.
For C/S applications created and approved before October 1, 2020, CSS automatically
initiates prompt payment interest based on the later of the participant’s signature date or the
date the documentation was received. Revisions to these agreements will be behave in the

same manner.

For new applications approved after October 1, 2020, prompt payment interest must be
issued through Online Payments software according to 58-FI.

COC and STC Responsibility

A Referring Program Compliance Matters

COC must refer any program compliance issues or matters that appear to violate a Federal
statute to STC.

B Ensuring Full Compliance

2-10-23

STC must ensure full compliance with EFRP policy, procedures, and regulations as provided
in this and other directives. In addition, STC will take the following steps to prevent fraud,
bribery, conspiracy, discrimination, or other issues:

e initiate a preliminary review if a significant violation is suspected
e determine whether the facts justify an investigation.

Note: Investigations will be completed according to 9-AO.
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Par. 406
406 Handling Program Infractions

A County Office Action

If a person or legal entity violates a program provision relating to payments, document all
pertinent facts about the nature and extent of the violation. If the case:

e involves possible violations of criminal or civil statutes, contact appropriate agency
officials

e is a violation of program provisions and does not involve a false claim or fraud, COC will
make a detailed finding of fact and record its determination.

Notes: Include any amount to be recovered in the finding.
If warranted, COC may submit the case with a recommendation for STC action.
B Participant Notification

COC or STC will promptly notify the participant if it finds that program provisions have
been violated. Include a statement of:

e (COC’s determination and the facts upon which it is based
e the amount of overpayment to be refunded with a demand for the refund.

Note: Advise the participant of the right to appeal according to 1-APP.

407-416 (Reserved)
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Exhibit 1
Reports, Forms, Abbreviations, and Redelegations of Authority Reports

None.
Forms

The following table lists all forms referenced in this handbook.

Display
Number Title Reference | Reference
AD-1026 Appendix to Form for AD-1026 Highly Erodible 4
Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland
Conservation (WC) Certification
IAD-2047 Customer Data Worksheet 95
CCC-901 Members Information 2009 and Subsequent Years 333
lccc-902 Farm Operating Plan 4,333
CRP-42 County Precipitation and Feed and Forage Loss 00
FSA-276 On-Farm Spot Check Record Ex, 29 393
FSA-770 EFRP  [EFRP Checklist Before Approval Is Made Ex. 6 12, 131, 146,
311
FSA-848 Cost Share Request E. 10 text
FSA-848-1 Continuation Sheet for Cost Share Request 11, Ex. 10
FSA-848A Cost Share Agreement Ex. 11 text
FSA-848A-1 Continuation Sheet for Cost Share Agreement 11, Ex. 11
FSA-848B Cost Share Performance Certification and Ex. 12 text
Payment
FSA-848B-1 Continuation Sheet for Cost Share Performance 11, Ex. 12
Certification and Payment
FSA-850 Environmental Evaluation Checklist Ex. 21 95, 102, 103,
105, 131, 134,
136
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Reports, Forms, Abbreviations, and Redelegations of Authority (Continued)

Abbreviations Not Listed in 1-CM

The following table lists all abbreviations not listed in 1-CM.

Exhibit 1

Approved

Abbreviation Term Reference

CD Conservation Division 11, 106, 114, 134,

CFLS Conservation Funds Ledger System 115,116,311

COF Common Obligation Framework Text

C/S cost-share Text

CSS Cost Share Software Text

EFRP Emergency Forest Restoration Program Text

EFRP-PM EFRP Program Manager Text

ENV Environment Activities Division 102

FPAC Farm Production and Conservation 102

LAR Loss Assessment Report 9,91

NECM National Environmental Compliance Manager 102

NIFA National Institute of Food and Agriculture 67

NIPF Nonindustrial Private Forestland Text

O&M Operation and Maintenance Ex.17

SEB State Emergency Board 20, 76, 91

SEC State Environmental Coordinator 20, 102, 103

SEG State Environmental Guide 103

SHPO State Historic Preservation Office 102, 103

SLA Service Level Agreement 76, 77,79, 86, Ex. 5

TA technical assistance Text

THPO Tribal Historic Preservation Office 102, 103

TSP Technical Service Provider 76, Ex. 10, 12, 17

USES United State Forest Service 20.51. 76. 86. 87
2-10-23 1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 1 Page 2



Exhibit 1
Reports, Forms, Abbreviations, and Redelegations of Authority (Continued)

Redelegations of Authority

The following table lists all redelegations of authority for this handbook.

Redelegation Reference
STC authorities may be delegated to SED or DD for 1 extension of the 26, 136

FSA-848A expiration date.
STC authorities may be delegated to SED or DD for approval of a waiver to|131
[begin a practice before application approval.
STC authorities may be delegated to SED or DD for approval of a waiver to|131
[begin a practice before submitting an application.
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Exhibit 2
Definitions of Terms Used in This Handbook

Bartering

Bartering means the direct exchange of goods or services without using money, according to the
established rates of exchange or by bargaining between the parties.

District

District means organized districts, mutual water companies, and associations. Districts include
formal and informal organizations that have all of the following characteristics:

e are formed under State law either:

e to solve a mutual problem, such as, flood control

e carry out a mutual purpose, such as, distribution of irrigation water

¢ have the authority to tax or assess individual members to carry out the proposed conservation
measures

e can encumber the member’s land, water rights, or other property through unpaid liens.

Dry Well
A dry well means a well that fails to yield water.
Forestland

Forestland means land that is at least 120 feet wide and 1 acre in size and at least 10 percent covered
by live trees of any size.

Lifespan of a Practice
The lifespan of a practice is the typical minimum expected length of time that a practice is
expected to serve its conservation purpose. During its lifespan, a practice is subject to spot

checks to verify that it is being maintained and used for the purpose designed.

Note: Lifespans begin January 1 after the calendar year the practice is installed.
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Definitions of Terms Used in This Handbook (Continued)
Natural Disaster

Natural disasters are disasters that are naturally caused, such as:

drought

earthquake

explosion

flood

high water

high winds, including micro-bursts
hurricane and typhoon
landslide

mudslide

severe snowstorm

storm, including ice storms
tidal wave

tornado

volcanic eruption

wildfire by lightning
wind-driven water

other natural phenomena.

Non-Industrial Private Forestland (NIPF)

Exhibit 2

Nonindustrial private forest land (NIPF) means rural forest lands with existing tree cover, or which

are suitable for growing trees, that are owned by a private non-industrial forest landowner.

2-10-23 1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 1
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Exhibit 2
Definitions of Terms Used in This Handbook (Continued)

Owners of Non-Industrial Private Forestland

Owners of Non-Industrial Private Forestland means, for purposes of the EFRP, an individual, group,
association, corporation, Indian Tribe, or other legal private entity owning nonindustrial private
forest land or who receives concurrence from the landowner for making the claim in lieu of the
owner; and, for practice implementation, the one who holds a lease on the land for a minimum of 10
years. Owners or lessees principally engaged in the primary processing of raw wood products are
excluded from this definition. Owners of land leased to lessees who would be excluded under the
previous sentence are also excluded.

Severe Drought

A severe drought, or D2 drought designation, is a deficiency in precipitation over an extended
period, usually a season or more, resulting in a water shortage with effects such as:

e Crop or pasture loss is likely
e Fire risk is very high
e Water shortages are common

e Water restrictions may be imposed.
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Exhibit 5
(Par. 76, 390)

EFRP Service Level Agreement

The following is the current Service Level Agreement between FSA and FS.

Service Level Agreement (SLA) Between
The Forest Service, State & Private Forestry (FS), Cooperative Forestry
and the

Farm Service Agency (F5A)

For Provision of the Technical Assistance for the Emergency Forest Restoration Program

Iv.

Through September 30, 2025

Purpose

The purpose of this Service Level Agreement (SLA) is to provide for the implementation,
cooperation, expectations, and responsibilities between the Forest Service (F5) and Farm
Service Agency (F5A) in carrying out technical assistance for the Emergency Forest

Eestoration Program (EFEP).

General Provisions

Technical assistance is needed for the implementation of EFEP. F5A has determined that F5,
acting through the State forestry agencies, have personnel with expertise who can provide
technical assistance needed for the implementation of EFEP.

Authority

This SLA is authorized by the Economy Act (31 U.5.C. 15335), section 407 of the
Agricultural Credit Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 2206), the regulations at 7 CFR. part 701, subparts
A-General and C-Emergency Forest Festoration Program, section 8203 of the 2008 Farm
Bill, as amended by 2010 Supplemental Appropriations Act (Public Law 111-212).

Responsibilities
F5S and F54 agree, subject to the availability of fimds, that:

AL E5 will:

1. As requested by FSA, provide Domestic Grants or Fixed Amount
Awards (grants) for techmical assistance to State forestry agencies for
assistance to owners of nonindustnal private forest land (forest owners)
to camy out emergency measures and conservation practices to restore
the land and forest resources that were damaged by a natural disaster.
The grants will allow for the State forestry agencies to do the work
directly, or to make formal arrangements with qualified private sector
technical assistance providers. The State forestry agencies will provide
assurances to FSA through F5 that all technical work to restore eligible

2-10-23
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EFRP Service Level Agreement (Continued)

Exhibit 5
(Par. 76, 390)

b

land will meet State Forestry standards.

Ensure that deliverables from the State Forestry Agencies to the FSA
shall be included in the grant as follows:

a.

Timely completion of site visits and a damage evaluation within 43
calendar days of request from FSA;

Documentation of the needs determination for each EFEP
application on form F5A-848, page 2, consistent with State forestry
standards which prescribe forestry practices including site
preparation, proper tree planting recommendations, thinning and
any other recommended forestry practices needed;

An aerial photocopy of the site or Geographic Information System
(GIS) layer, as supplied by FSA, that denotes suitability for EFEP
practices and delineates the tract and proposed practice components
on the fract;

A job sheet or similar documentation delineating out the site
preparation, planting, and management requirements of the
proposed practices consistent with the standards in Handbook 1-
EFRF and other USDA policies;

A schedule of planned activities and the estimated cost of the
practices and components to be completed by the forest owner;

Informational material to assist the forest owner in reforesting the
site and, if appropriate, management measures for wildlife and the
control of noxious and/or invasive species;

An estimate of loss due to disaster conditions;

A verification in wnting of whether the land is nonindustrial private
forestland for EFF.P; and therefore, meets the land eligibility
requirement;

Timely completion of performance certifications within 45 days of
request from FSA | mcluding providing venfication of proper
practice installation on form FSA-848B to the county FSA office;

Assurance that seedlings come from appropriate seed sources (1f
possible, from endemic seed sources);

Site inspections and techmical assistance be provided if a forestry
practice failure oceurs;

2-10-23
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Exhibit 5

(Par. 76, 390)

EFRP Service Level Agreement (Continued)

|. Bills may be submitted as frequently as quarterly and at least
annually. Billing will be comprised of actual costs incurred,
calculated for all of the technical assistance work completed
consistent with the terms of the Memorandum of Agreement for
Domestic Grants; Fixed Amount Awards will be billed based on the
rate per acre established by the State;

m. Adherence to FSA environmental and cultural resource policy in
F5A's Environmental Quality Programs Handbook 1-EQ) regarding
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (IWEPA),
Wational Histonc Preservation Act (NHPA), Endangered Species

Act (ESA), Clean Water Act, and all other applicable Federal, State,

Tribal, and local envirenmental laws, regulations, and Executive
Orders;

n  Completion of form FSA-830, to document the potential
environmental impacts associated with the proposed EFRP
agreement and associated conservation practices and for
recommending further action by FSA to complete their regulatory
responsibilities; and

©. Submittal of available information suppoerting the recommendations
and findings on the form FSA-850, Environmental Evaluation
Worksheet or State modified version to FSA County Office. FSA
will complete required consultabion before signing the F5A-250
form or State modified form and carry out such consultation with
the State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPOQ) and Tribal
government or their Trbal Historical Preservation Offices (THPO),
as 1s necessary. This will ensure that FSA will make an informed
decision regarding the effects if its proposed actions and any
alternatives considered.

FSA has overall program authority and responsibility and will:

1.

[

Administer all EFEP participant agreements, including compliance
determinations;

Provide EFEP policy guidance and matenials to State Forestry agencies,
mcluding copies of practice pelicies and procedures and all applicable
notices. Foresters may contact designated State FSA officials for
clanfication of policy guidance;

Provide giudance to the State forester or designee on filling out the
technical assistance portion of forms F5A-848 and F5A-248E;

Provide a copy of form F5A-848 and an electronic copy of the aerial
photograph or GIS layer by email to the State forester or designee to
perform an inifial site inventory. If an electronic copy of the aerial

2-10-23
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(Par. 76, 390)

EFRP Service Level Agreement (Continued)

=]

10.

11.

photograph is not available, a paper copy will be provided. The photo
will include an outline of the tract(s) of land for which an EFEP
application has been received Form FSA- 848 will contain the
following:

EFRFP Applicant Name(s);

Address;

Phone mumber;

Location;

Proposed practice(s) and acreage requested; and
Landowner permission to enter the property.

merRp o

Provide electronic notification and hard copy of signed forms FSA-848,
FS5A-B43A, and a copy of the FSA-848B, to the State forester or
designes;

Provide electronic notification of completed EFRP practices for
certification to the State forester or designee;

Ensure that the State FSA Offices review the plan developed by the
State Forester or designee to ensure that the landowner’s proposed
actions and cost are in alignment with the plan;

Provide reimbursement to FS for techmical assistance on a quarterly
basis, or as billed by F5. EFRP reimbursement for technical assistance
will not exceed 8 percent of the current allocation of funds for EFRP for
that EFEP disaster designation in each state;

Serve as the lead agency for purposes of complying with the provisions
of the NEPA, NHPA_ ESA, and other applicable laws, Executive
Orders, and regulations as provided for in FSA's Environmental Quality
Programs Handbook 1-ECQ) and 7 CFR part 799;

Complete all consultations with the SHPO, THPO, Trbal governments,
as required of the lead agency, and all findings of historic property
National Register of Historic Places eligibility and effects to these
properties, as required by the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation (ACHP) regulations at 36 CFE. Part 800. FSA will make
the final determination of finding of effects in regard to the potential
impacts to the environment, determinations of eligibility, and effect

and decisions on appropriate treatments regarding cultural resources
related to the proposed EFEP agreement and associated conservation
practices according to regulations at 36 CEE. part 800.2(a)(2); and

Complete all consultations with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
Wational Marnine Fisheries Service, as required by the lead agency,
mcluding the development of Biclogical Assessments or other

2-10-23
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Exhibit 5
(Par. 76, 390)

EFRP Service Level Agreement (Continued)

documentation as deemed appropriate in order to make and support the
determination of finding of effects in regard to the potential impacts to
the environment, and effect and decisions on appropriate treatments
regarding at-nisk species and other natural resource concerns, related to
the proposed EFEP agreement and associated conservation practices.

C. Technical and Administrative Contacts:

1. F5A
a. ADMINISTEATIVE

Shanita Landon
USDA FSA
Conservation Environmental Programs Division

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Stop Code - 0513

Washington, DC 20250

Telephone Number: 202-620-1612

Email Address: Shanita Landon@usda. gov

b. TECHNICAL

Kathie Moh

USDA F5A

Conservation Environmental Programs Division
1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Stop Code - 0513

Washington, DC 20250

Telephone Number: 202-720-0282

Email Address: Eathie Mohiguszda zov

bt

F5
a. ADMINISTEATIVE

Zanetta D. Bowden

U5 Forest Service, Cooperative Forestry
14001 ndependence Avenue, 5W

Yates Building, 3MW-03F

Washington, DC 20250-1123

Telephone Number: 202-205-0981
Email Address: zbowdendrfs fod us

b. TECHNICAL

Laurie Schoonhoven

2-10-23
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(Par. 76, 390)

EFRP Service Level Agreement (Continued)

1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Yates Building, 3NW-03E

Washington, DC 20250-1123

Telephone Number: 202-401-4489

Email Address: laurie schoonhoveniimsda gov

FS and FSA agree to the following provisions:

1.

To fully comply with the information gathenng provisions of section
1619 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008, 7 U.5.C. 8701
(b). section 1244(b) of the Food Secunty Act of 1985, 16 U.5.C. 38344(L),
the Privacy Act, the Freedom of Information Act, and related acts
concerning privacy and the dissemination of records.

To enter inte a funded interagency agreement (FMS 7600A) at the
beginning of each fiscal year based on the life of this 51.A and any
amendments hereto, for EFRP technical assistance grants. Each funded
interagency agreement will contain reimbursement of FS established
program management cost at the rate of 2 percent. Indirect cost will not
be assessed.

To amend the interagency agreement. as deemed necessary by FSA, based
upen curmrent funds allocated for EFRP implementation areas in each
State.

To cooperate at all levels to ensure consistent implementation of EFEP
policies and procedures. When differences occur, the parties will provide
information and recommendations to the next level (Le_, State forestry
agencies would forward information and recommendations to FS, and
FSA County Offices would forward information to FSA State Offices
who would then forward information to F5A national office, as
necessary). The Chief, FS, and Administrator, FSA, have final authority
for ensuning consistent implementation of EFEP policies and procedures.

In accordance with established intergovernmental business procedures,
parties to this agreement shall settle disputes unrelated to EFEP policies
and procedures under this agreement by following direction in the

1T o

Financial Manual (includes the dispute resolution process).

This SLA may be terminated at any time by one party providing 30
calendar days written notice. Should this SLA be terminated, balling will
be submitted for services rendered.

This S5LA is effective when signed by both parties and shall continme in
full force through September 30, 2025.

2-10-23
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Exhibit 5
(Par. 76, 390)
EFRP Service Level Agreement (Continued)

1. This 5SLA may only be modified by amendment duly executed by the
Administrator, FSA | and the Director, Cooperative Forestry Staff, FS or
their written designee(s).

B All fimding commitments in this SLA are subject to the availability of
funds. In the event that adequate fimding is not made available, FSA and
F5 may terminate their responsibility under this agreement as agreed to
under the termination provisions of this agreement.

E. AUTHOEIZED EEPRESENTATIVES. By signature below, each party certifies that
the individuals listed in this document as representatives of the individual parties are
authonzed to act in their respective areas for matters related to this agreement. In
witness whereof, the parties hereto have executed this agreement as of the last date
wnitten below.

RICHARD FORDYCE c&2 %3 Sass ainn

RICHARD FORDYCE, Administrator Date
Farm Services Agency

BEATTRA WILSON p2 e Y et neng

STEVEN W. KOEHN, Director Cooperative Date
Forestry
U.S. Forest Service, State & Private Forestry

The authority and format of this agreement has been reviewed and approved for sig'ual:hre.

-y
A WSty December 7, 2020
 YMNE SHOLTY ~ Date

U.S. Forest Service Grants & Agreements Specialist

Forest Service Agreement #21-1A4-11132544-003
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FSA-770 EFRP

The following is an example of FSA-770 EFRP-1 located at
https://fsaintranet.sc.egov.usda.gov/dam/ffasforms/forms.html.

Exhibit 6
(Par. 12, 131)

FSA-770 EFRP
(02-10-23)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Farm Service Agency

EFRP CHECKLIST

1. Applicant’s Name

2. State and County FIPS Code

3. FSN

4. Agreement Number

5. Disaster Type, Disaster ID

6. FY Disaster Started

This is an internal checklist and does not negate any responsibilities by the landowner. It does not indicate any misaction or
accountability of actions.

misinformation on the part of the county office if it is not completed.

However, it will be used to insure

Completion of this form is required by 1-EFRP (Rev.

1).

Request for Assistance and Needs Determination

Handbook or Other
Applicable References

YES

NO

N/A

7. Has the physical location county of application been approved to
implement EFRP?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 91, 92

8. Does the land meet eligibility requirements?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 46, 47

9. Does the applicant(s) meet eligibility requirements?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 35-39, 6-PL

10. Are acceptable CCC-902 and associated CCC-903 on file?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 6, 333, 6-PL

11. Was the application submitted during designated signup period?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 91, 93, 95

11A. If the application was not filed timely, was acceptance of application
justified and documented in COC minutes?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 91, 93, 95

12. Has the application been entered in CSS; or, if CSS was not available
at time of request, was the application entered in CSS within 5§
business days of the software becoming available?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 11, 95

13. Does the EFRP application show all Farm and Tract Numbers,
participants and shares, and all requested components?

2-EFRP par. 11, 95

14. Was the minimum qualifying cost of restoration met?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 2, 73

15. Was an onsite inspection completed, oris a DAFP approved
waiver on file?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 101

16. Was the application referred to the appropriate technical agency for
onsite needs determination?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 77

17. Was the needs determination section on FSA-848, page 2, completed,
signed, and dated by the agency with technical responsibility? Was the
date of the needs determination entered in software?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 77, 80, 153

18. Did the technical agency develop and provide site-specific guidance to
the applicant and FSA for completing restoration and conservation
activities?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 76-80

19. Was the practice(s) started before the applicant requested EFRP
assistance and/or before the application was approved?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 95, 101, 103,
105, 131 and 1-EQ

19A. If “YES”, was a waiver to perform emergency actions approved and
documented in COC minutes, with STC concurrence?

20. Was the FSA-850, NRCS CPA-052 or State equivalent approved and
on file?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 103, 131,
and 1-EQ

21. If a Programmatic FSA-850 is being used, no ground disturbance
below the pre-existing ground disturbance will occur as part of
restoration project?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 102, 1-EQ

22. Are all necessary easements, permits, rights-of-way, and water rights
documented?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 28, 135
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Exhibit 6
(Par. 12, 131)
FSA-770 EFRP (Continued)

FSA-770 EFRP (02-10-23) Page 2 of 3
Handbook or
Other Applicable YES NO N/A
Request for Assistance and Needs Determination References

23. Is the land enrclled in WRP, EWP or any other FSA, NRCS or State

Forestry Agency C/S program that would create duplicate benefits? 1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 51

24. Hasthe STC representative reviewed the required percentage of EFRP|

requests before COC approval? 1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 131

25. Certification: I (we) the undersigned certify the above items have been verified or updated accordingly.

25A. Signature of Preparer 25B. Date (MM/DD/YYYY)

26A. I concur/do not concur the above items have been verified and updated. [J concur [] Do Not Concur
26B. CED Signature 26C. Date (MM/DDAYYYY)

27A. I concur/do not concur the above items have been verified and updated. [J Concur [] Do Not Concur
27B. DD Signature 27C. Date (MM/DDAYYYY)

Approval

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 21, 26,

. . . . o
28. Has delegation of authority been documented in the COC minutes? 131, 126, Exhibit 1

29. Has the application been reviewed and approved by the applicable
authority based on approval authority cost share amount limits and 1-EFRF (Rev. 1) par. 134
special approval authority guidance?

30A. Has the COC/CED approved/disapproved the FSA-848A and
documented details in the COC minutes? (Details include applicant’'s 1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 135

name, agreement number, FSN(s)/Tract(s), practice(s)/payment
scenario(s), extent, c/s approval amount.)

30B. If disapproved, were appeal rights provided to the landowner? 1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 132

31. Was the FSA-848A signed & dated by appropriate FSA representative
(prior to sending to landowner)?

32. Was the FSA-848A sent to participant for signature with the
Notification of Approval letter?

33. Did the applicant return a signed FSA-848A within 15 calendar days of
COC decision notification?

1-EFRFP (Rev. 1) par. 135

1-EFRF (Rev. 1) par. 135

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 135

34. Was an extension requested by the participant in writing prior to the
practice expiration date?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 136
35. If YES, was the COC decision documented in the COC minutes and
recorded in software?

Practice Performance

36. Was the participant notified to submit certification of performance on
FSA-848B and supporting documentation (bills, invoices, etc.) upon 1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 137
practice completion?

37. Did the applicant complete and submit the performance report for the
practice(s) on FSA-848B before or by the expiration date?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 142-143

38. Did the participants submit evidence of practice completion (landowner
certification, bills, invoices, etc.)?

39. Hasthe FSA-848B, page 1 been signed and dated by all eligible
landowners receiving a share of the payment?

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 148

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 142

40. Was the FSA-848B, page 2 and 3 completed and signed by

responsible technical agency to verify the performance? 1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 152, 153

41. Has the location of the completedinstalled practice been recorded on

aerial photography/imaging? 1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 145
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(Par. 12, 131)
FSA-770 EFRP (Continued)

FSA-770 EFRP (02-10-23) Page 3 of 3
Handbook or
Other Applicable YES NO N/A
Payments References
42. Does the C/S payment exceed 75 percent of the total allowable cost? 1-EFRP g]lz(e)v.3'!])1par. 173,

43. Has the participant certification, performance certification, and

performance approval been updated on the FSA-848B and in CSS? 1-EFRP par. 331

44, Has second party review of payment been completed? 1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 333
45. Were payments issued timely? See 61-FI for prompt payment 1-EFRP (Rev. 1), par. 334,
provisions. 64-FI1

Spot Checks

46. Was the participant’s certification of cost spot checked to verify with
the supporting documentation?

1-EFRP par. 146

47. Was the agreement selected for County Office spot check?

47A. If YES, was the spot check completed within the practice lifespan
either on the ground or using aerial imagery? 1-EFRP par. 390-392

47B. If YES, was the practice in compliance?

48. Were discrepancies or violations found? 1-EFRP par. 394

49. If discrepancies or violations were found did the COC address the

discrepancies with the landowner? 1-EFRP Part 8

50. Was a summary of the spot check documented in the file? 1-EFRP (Rev. 1) par. 681

51. Remarks

52. Certification: I (we) the undersigned certify the above items have been verified or updated accordingly.

52A. Signature of Preparer 52B. Date (MM/DD/YYYY)
53A. I concur/do not concur the above items have been verified and updated. [] Concur [] Do Not Concur
53B. CED Signature 53C. Date (MM/DD/YYYY)
54 A. I concur/do not concur the above items have been verified and updated. [J concur [] Do Not Concur
54B. DD Signature 54C. Date (MM/DD/YYYY)

in accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies,
offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color,
national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disabilfty, age, marital status, family/parental status,
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply fo all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadiines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.q., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign
Language, efc) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the
Federal Refay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination compiaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Compiaint Form, AD-3027, found oniine at

hitp www ascr. tsda . gov/complaint filing custhiml and at any USDA office or write a lefter addressed fo USDA and provide in the letter alf of the
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1)
mail: U.S. Departiment of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 1400 Independence Avenue, SW Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@ usda.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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FSA-848

Exhibit 10
(Par. 24)

A FSA-848 Completion Instructions

Following is an explanation of entries on a completed FSA-848. See 2-ECP for instructions to
complete the automated form. Manual entries must be added after the form is printed from CSS.

Item Instructions
1 Enter the State and county codes.
2 Enter the name, address, and telephone number of the County Office.
3 Enter the C/S application number.
4 Enter the program code.
5 Not Applicable
6 Enter the description of the site and practice objectives and estimated start date.
7 Enter the primary disaster type for this application.
8 Select 1 or more of the listed crops.
9 Select 1 or more listed livestock and enter the amount in units.
10 A |Enter FSN.
10 B | Enter the tract number.
10 C | Manually enter the field number.
10 D | Enter the practice control number.
10 E | Enter the practice title.
10 F | Enter the practice units.
10 G | Enter the practice acres.
10 H | Enter the extent requested that corresponds to items 1 0OA through F.
10 1 Enter the requested C/S that corresponds to items 10 A through H.
10) Enter the total requested C/S that corresponds to the sum of item 10 I.
11 A | Enter the applicant’s name, address, and telephone number.
11 B | Manually enter the applicant’s estimated percent share.
11 C | Check (V) the box to indicate whether the applicant is a limited resource producer,
if applicable.
11D | Check (V) the box to indicate whether the applicant is a beginning farmer, if
applicable.
I1E | Check (v) the box to indicate whether the applicant is socially disadvantaged, if
applicable.
11F The applicant or signing authority must sign (manual entry by participant).
11 G | Enter the title/relationship that corresponds to the signing authority in item 11 F
(manual entry by participant).
11 H |Enter today’s date. If there are additional applicants, complete FSA-848-1, item 4

(manual entry by participant).

2-10-23
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Exhibit 10
(Par. 24)

FSA-848 (Continued)

A FSA-848 Completion Instructions (Continued)

Item Instructions

12 A | Enter the program code.

12 B Enter the program year.

12 C | Enter the State and county codes that correspond to item 1.

12D | Not Applicable

12 E | Enter the application number that corresponds to item 3.

12F | Not Applicable

12 G | Enter the disaster ID.

13 A |Enter FSN.

13 B | Enter the tract number.

13 C  |Manually enter the field number.

13 D | Enter the practice control number.

13 E |Not Applicable

13 F | Enter the practice units.

13 G | Enter the practice extent requested that corresponds to item 10 H.

13 H |Enter the practice extent needed that corresponds to items 13 A through F (manual
entry on FSA-848).

131 Enter the requested C/S rate and type that correspond to item 10 I, if the practice
control number has a flat rate (manual Entry on FSA-848).

13] Enter the requested C/S that corresponds to items 10 I and 14 J, as applicable. If
there are additional practices, complete FSA-848-1, item 6.

13 K | Enter the sum of all requested C/S from item 13 J and continuation pages.

2-10-23
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Exhibit 10
(Par. 24)

FSA-848 (Continued)

A FSA-848 Completion Instructions (Continued)

Item Instructions

14 A |Enter FSN.

14 B | Enter the tract number.

14 C | Manually enter the field number.

14 D | Enter the practice control number.

14 E | Enter the component number.

14 F Enter the component title.

14 G | Enter the component units.

14 H | Enter the component extent requested that corresponds to items 14 A through G.

141 Enter the component extent needed that corresponds to items 14 A through G. (May
be a manual entry on FSA-848)

14] Enter the requested C/S rate and type that correspond to items 14 A through C.

14 K |Enter the requested C/S rate and type that correspond to items 14 A through C. If
there are additional components, complete FSA-848-1, item 7.

15A |Enter FSN.

15B | Enter the tract number.

15 C | Enter the field number.

15D | Enter the practice control number.

15 E | Enter the technical practice code.

15 F | Enter the technical practice title.

15 G | Enter the technical practice units.

15H | Check the box indicating if the technical practice is cost-shared.

151 Enter the technical practice extent planned that corresponds to items 15 A through
G. If there are additional technical practices, complete FSA-848-1, item 8. (May be
a manual entry on FSA-848)

16 A | The signing authority must sign, such as FSA, Forest Service, NRCS, or other
technical service provider (manual entry by TSP).

16 B | Enter today’s date (manual entry by TSP).

16 C | Enter the affiliation that corresponds to item 16 A.

16 D | Enter the practice control number.

16 E | Enter the date referred for needs determination.

16 F | Enter the date the referral expires.

16 G | Enter the needs statement. If there are additional practices with needs

determinations, complete FSA-848-1, item 9. (May be a manual entry on FSA-848)

2-10-23
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Exhibit 10
(Par. 24)
FSA-848 (Continued)
B Example of FSA-848

Following is an example of FSA-848.

(M8 Expiration Date: 0413012024

FSA-248 LU.5. DEFARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 1. 8T & CO. Code
(040721 Farm Service Agency 2. County Office Name, Address and Telephone Number

COST-SHARE REQUEST

THIE REQUEST is subsitied by the undiriigred tnundri, epératary, tinants, andie groduters fuhe individually niay be refirred 18 49 "he Apglizant’). By signing dhis forn,
the Applivant dgrtns te the follening: 1) the it it raquesting sonhshard asfisiance fo ferfirt o practices) desipnod io mdet e abjdsties of e jrogras rifiranced in
Bax 3 1) the Agpiiseet agraes tat dhis prostiveys) ewld mai b peeioemed uitiout Fadaeal iost.thaving, and, 3) of caul.sharing is npprmd:’ﬁ.\- Re praciie(y) rapuesied, id
Applizant agres to rafond aill o part of the furd paid to kim'her, ai datirinid by the Aggréning Offieial, if bujire expiriative of the lifesna of ke spaeifiad prasiizefs), the
Applizant fa) desiresd the aggrendd pragtizalt), or (b volieia itk eaniral of er e b, he Jand en which the apprevad practice(y) kes been cstablished, and she naw
cniner andlr aperalir o the land dids ne agree it wriling i prégeriy mainiain the gréeticess) for the remaindar of i e span. The Applizant furtker agraes that ifke erske | &, Program Code 5. Confract 1D (IF eppicabie)
bagics IR prachicelt) befird razdtuing vritids dpreval, ke dr the may bo deniad conlpkard flnding. Firther, ke Applizsal hovely gitkarizat & rigratdntaiivg of USDA & have
ety I tha proctisd stie aeeas|. Furdher, fhe anpiieant sdeesiands that fors FEA-B40-] i by referined incorporated karain. BT SIENIVG THIS APPLICATION, THE
APPLICANT ACRVORLEDGES RECEIPT OF THE FOLLOWING FORMS! FIi-848 AND ANY ADDENDUW THERETD.

6, Duscription of Site and Practics Objecives

3. Application Numbar

EWMERGENCY PROGRAMS ONLY
i 9. Liveslockjz) {Seiect and NSt amount with Lals):
7. Disastar Type:
8. Craple) (Sefect) D Cattim: D BiffalnBeetan: D Sheeg:
D Flowars of Bulbs D Vegesables or Fruits D Fiald Greown Ornamentals D Fish: D Gadls D Pouliny:
E Sted Crcps D Grain o Row Crops D Ot D Swine: D Huarses, Mulis or Dankeys
Orchards or Vineyards Hay Forags ar Past
! D Ay Forage arvasie D Other animisks raised exchusively for commercial food or fer

10. PHAETICES REQUESTED

[z
=
m
-
o
B

F.:rru Na. Tr.: o Nu Fiakd Nu Practice Contrel Ma, Prisclice Trk Praciios Unils Practios Extant Requested
hres Faguesied Crat-Shars

J. Tolal Requestsd Cost-Share:

{1. APPLICANT'S REQUEST

T (W) reguest cost-share disiitandd under the rograse o mest the objectivdly) deteribid ahovd, The prazbizefs) an this regieest weald not be parfiemad withou! Fadiral deti-tharing, Jf cuslaharing is dpproved for the prastizafs) repuesied Tapree to rifond
alf o pitet of the flands i in vl s dereeneined by she dpproving Official, of before expination of fe specified practice liftipant3) £ fa) detiray e snproved practiony), ar (1) veduiarily refinguieh somir! or fitle ta, e fnd on which the dpproved praveice
e Bein atablivhed and dhe e cnindr andie peator of the fand i mot apree in weilieg i6 preprly maietain ke prastizas) for des ramainddr of e (ifipens). T undarriond o T bepin the prastis beford resdiving vrittes anproval | siay b dinisd

funding:
A Applicant's Name, Address and Telephons ] . D E F. Signature (By) G. TikRekationship af the Individual If Signing H
hurber Percent Limilesd | Beginning Sosially in@ Representative Capacty Dt

Share Rasource | Farmer  |Dissdvaniaged RFDD-FY

s [Oves |DOves |Dves
Ow |[Ono [Owo

HNOTE: T‘|= Tolkoving siaremant /s made in accordance wilm the Prvacy Actof 1874 [E WS.C. 5522 - a5 amendzd). The audhorty for requasing the informeion ieniifed on i i (s T GFR Fart T, 7 GFR Fart 1410, e Commaoty Creatt Comporation Chaner Act (16
5C.7Hdetseg), and 18LLE.C. § 22012206, The inbrmetion wi! be used to dtmmice 2y io partcinale n and recele banefis under a cost-share assisiance noqram theugh decumentafion of fe annlcant's agreament i ComEly with the fems and
can:t'.‘u!t'u contained i the costshan request The Intrmaton coficied o Mis fam may be dlsciosed o other Faderm, Stals, Local govemment agencies, THBal agencies, and nanpovemmentsl anities Mat have basn autotzed access 40 the inftrmadn by
‘Sfafude or raquiation andfor as dasorbied ko apnicadis Rowdng Lises ineniifeg i e Sysiem of Racords Notes for UEDATEA-Z Farm Recoms Az (utomatsd]. Providing the mquesiad information (5 woiuniny. Howeier, fale i fumish the mguesied
infarmation wil msut In & defemination of (Ve fo Jaicinate 1 and roale hanafts ungar B coshohars assistanca prgram

Puhilz Eurden Statement (Faperwoek Reduetian Actl: Accovding 1o the Pasanusnr Rsducfion Actof 1005, &0 agancy may nat conalct or S50S0Y, &N 8 parsan 1§ nox mequine o regaanc!fo, & colsction of ifsrmation Lkass T alsniays & vaid QIE contrl
rumear The yaid OUE cont) rumbar for fls information colaction Js GAC-O0EE The fiee paguinas f9 camplare s infommaion colestion is astimated fo svarage & minudes par rasmanss, nciuing fha fime for rvieing lnsiructions, ssarching sxlstieg ety
Sourcas, patharing ang mainfaining dhe oam neated, and comalefing and revieuing dhe coleshion of (femedon. RETURN THIE COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR COUNTY FaA OFFGE.

Eyv cinninn this fym dhe Jnnkrant Vv Jlm' atany fhige nrrinkes are cphiact in il and remined nsnaifiec ineioning bt oot Kmitey in thees under 1505 0 1401
1 ighiy i e 5. D - Agruiy (US04 " a LIS3F, fn Agws Tz, 072 WpizyIea, wn raiibions seticigRtng In o pcmivaiesng LSO prognema e prmtiaies fom Snrimineing beass oo mw, Sy, neanw oG, 1l5w\:|rpl1r
ms- Prziazing peecer Ry, Saw et :r\-!‘nn!r [ m:m.'.r r:-hmhmw.. mwa‘mr'm\-nﬂl or propvam, podiizal beledy, or prise’ or eiieion for ey ety pp flnaivd by UZDM fhat o serwe apoly o o vogrres). P

and compiaind g cascioes kwry By pOgTRT o i

Paryary witt JrniAsar whe ow T of cammunoston for o fog, Bwfa, W, sudoiegn, Arwrioen Sg Lenganpe, s 2touiz sovinc e aaponatie Apancy o US0As TARGET Canier ! (03] T0-2500 odow and TTY o caniea! LUSOA g 5w Fedens Faey Sandom i (300 877

223 AddScnwily; progam infrmuiion may &e macy mvmintie i fangaTpas oher s Bnpliah,

T 0 progemee czsmingtion soriphec, coreplate e LIS Fregrm Dineriminaior Comypein Fzrm, A0-2027, fund oo ik Sorwe. a7enuadie. gowemphact_Ting. e e end' ey LISEIA offc e i @ ine pcknesn i LISCA gl o b e eguenie i (be . T negae e cogp oy
i compen) foem, o (0% ET225R2. Submf you el R or e o LISTM by 1] e LS. Do o Agvischrs DTew of bw Axaninct Sacrminy Fer i Righis 1420 bnanpancincs Avwn, Y Washingien, 010 JT280MIG (3 e (02) B0, or () amal progrem inen B cov. LITOR fr s agua!
sppzinty o, angioe; and e
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FSA-848 (Continued)

B Example of FSA-848 (Continued)

Exhibit 10
(Par. 24)

FSA-848 (04

E. Apphcation Number

Extent
Mupdid

EMERGENCY PROGRAM 5 ONLY

G. Disaster |0

Fammn Na.

PONENT S REQUE &

Traet No

D AND NEEDED

Practice Contral Na

F
Mo.

Campanent Campaneant Tite
Ma.

K

Exl
Reguested

TOTALS:

Regquested Cost

ICAL PRACTICES PLANNED

T

.

Fi Practice Gontrol No

4l Practice Tithe

Oves Owo

Oves Ono

Oves Ono

Signature of Technical Servics Provider

X . O
Date Affiliation Practice Control Mo.

E. F.
Date Refarred Refarral Expiration

=,
Hesds Statement
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FSA-848A

Exhibit 11
(Par. 24, 135)

A FSA-848A Completion Instructions

Following is an explanation of entries on a completed FSA-848A. See 2-ECP for instructions to
complete the automated form. Manual entries must be added after the form is printed from CSS.

Item Instructions
1 Enter the State and county codes.
2 Enter the name, address, and telephone number of the County Office.
3 Enter the C/S application number.
4 Enter the agreement number.
5 Enter the program year.
6 Enter the disaster ID number, if applicable.
7 Enter the program code.
8 Not Applicable
9 A Enter FSN.
9B Enter the tract number.
9C Manually enter the field number.
9D Enter the practice control number.
9F Not Applicable because funding is assigned based on Disaster ID.
9F Enter the fund code
9G Enter the practice units.
9H Enter the practice extent approved that corresponds to items 9 A through G.
91 Enter the practice expiration date.
9] Manually enter the practice life span.
9K Not Applicable
OL Enter the approved C/S that corresponds to items 9 A through K and items 10 A
through I, as applicable. If there are additional approved practices, complete
FSA-848A-1, item 2.
oM Enter the sum of all C/S requested that corresponds to the sum of item 9 L.

2-10-23
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Exhibit 11
(Par. 24, 135)

FSA-848A (Continued)

A FSA-848A Completion Instructions (Continued)

Item Instructions

10 A |Enter FSN.

10 B | Enter the tract number.

10 C | Manually enter the field number.

10 D | Enter the practice control number.

10 E Enter the component number.

10 F Enter the component title.

10 G | Enter the component units.

10 H | Enter the component extent approved that corresponds to items 10 A through G.

10 1 Enter the approved C/S rate and type that corresponds to items 10 A through H.

10J Enter the approved C/S rate and type that corresponds to items 10 A through I. If
there are additional approved components, complete FSA-848A-1, item 3.

11 A | Manual entry by FSA representative must sign.

11 B |Manual entry by FSA representative of approval date.

11 C |Manually enter C/S will approve information and document amount in COC
minutes.

11 D | Cost-Share Approved field will be populated by CSS once the approval data has
been entered into CSS. County Offices will generate FSA-848A after approval data
has been loaded into CSS for approving authority to sign. The Cost- Share
Approved for each applicable practice/application will also be documented in COC
minutes.

12 A | Enter the participant’s name, address, and telephone number.

12 B | The participant or signing authority must sign (manual entry by participant).

12 C | Enter the title/relationship that corresponds to the signing authority in item 12 B
(manual entry by participant).

12 D | Enter the date (manual entry by participant).

13 A | Enter the program code.

13 B | Enter the program year.

13 C | Enter the State and county codes that correspond to item 1.

13 D | Enter the agreement number that corresponds to item 4.

13 E | Not Applicable

13 F Enter the disaster ID that corresponds to item 6.

14 County Office must utilize this section to document situations applicable to the
application, which required DD or COC action, such as, approved practice
extensions, practice extent increases, etc.

2-10-23
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FSA-848A (Continued)
B Example of FSA-848A

Following is an example of FSA-848A.

Exhibit 11
(Par. 24, 135)

This form is available electronically.

Form Approved - OME No. 0560-0082

FSA-848A
(12-02-18)

U.5. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Farm Service Agency

COST SHARE AGREEMENT

[See Page 2 for Privacy Act and Burden 3t

THIS AGREEMENT s entered into betwee
tr, anedior producers (i

OUIACTIZES & FER
; e fbrens E
FOLLOWING FORME: FS.-J $484 AND ANY ADDENDUM THERETO

L g "?.'"_."J"’a,

ind Telephoae Number

T Agreement Numbar

|

Frogram Year

. Disaster [0 Numb

=

Frogram Code

3. PRACTICES APPROVED
[ [= .

8. Cortract ID K sgplicabie)

0. G K.
Tract No. Cantral Mo, 2 Approved Ci
Aczaunting R
Code
M. TOTALS:
10. COMPONENT 5 APPROVED
[ C D. E F 1 )
Farm Ma. Tract No. Practios Contral Mo Companent
Ma.

A. Signat i F: santafive
11, USDA USE OHLY — A. Signaiure of F3A Representativ

Application Approval

B. Date (144-D0-¥¥YY]

C. Cost-Shars Willing to Approve

[O. Cost-Share Approved

12. PARTICIPANT APPROVAL HEKHDWI_EDEEMENT

r before the
abave. Jfyou

At I-00-YYYY)
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Exhibit 11

(Par. 24, 135)
FSA-848A (Continued)

B Example of FSA-848A (Continued)

FSA-848A (12-02-19 Page 2

13. AGREEMENT INFORMATION EMERGENCY PROGRAMS ONLY

A Program Code C. 3T, & CO. Code D Agresment umber E. Confract ID F. Disaster ID

| 14. REMARKS

NOTE: The foliowing stafemenf is made in accordance with the Privacy Acf of 1574 (5 U.5.C. 5523 - 55 amended). The suthonty for requesting the information identified on this form is 7 CFR Farf 704, 7
CFR Part 1410, the Commodify Credif Corporafion Charfer Act (15 U.3.C. 714 ef seq |, and 16 US.C. § 2201-2206. The information will be used fo defermine eligibility to participate in and
receive benefits under 8 cost-share assistance program through documenfation of the participant’s sgreement fo comply with the terms and conditions confsined in the cosf-share sgreement. The
information coflected on this form may be disciosed fo ofher Federsl, State, Local govemment agencies, Tribal agencies, snd nongowemmentzi entifies thaf have been suthonzed sccess fo the
information by statute or reguistion andfor as described in spplicable Routine Uses identified in the System of Records Notice for USDAFSA-2, Famm Records File {Automated). Providing ihe
requested information is voluntary. However, fadlure fo fumish the requesfed information will result in 2 defermination of meligibifty to partivipate i1 and receive benefits under 3 cost-share
assisiance program.

According fo the Papenwork Reduction Act of 1385, an agency may nof conduct or sponsor, and & person is nof required fo respond fo, & colfection of information unless it dispiays a valid OME
confrol number. The valid OLE control number for this information collection is 0560-0082 The time required to complefe this information collection is esfimated fo sversge 3 minutes per
response, inciuding the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing dats sources, gsfthenng and maintaining the dats needed, and completing =nd reviewing the collection of information.
RETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR COUNTY FSA OFFICE.

By signing this form, the Parficipant scknowiedges and undarstands that sny false representation or clzims are subject fo civil and eriminal penalties including, buf not imited to those under 18
U.E.C. 9001,

.—-wmﬁw-'mﬂ-w;mmﬂsm:"mL1 [EEA =l e eguiaiena s sl e UST4 12 Aguser Mo = iwring USD) ‘Ghitiind fam dazrimineting Beawd on recs, =i, nelone’ s, g, T, gerte-
ferpamnisl aimis, oome deviwd tem % L L iy g by LISDA et e
e L R p— r,w,-ﬂin
o semmmmpen e [, Ben, e g, ow, 2rmwnzan PRICEE *ten Sgemey e UEOAS TARGET Cavve ot (203) TI0-2800 fvmew wns TTY) o s=einet LS04 emuph e Cadee’ Tuey Sanvics o (300
ETTET Adden l\rm‘l'u-t—mk “mEy & mude BvEibie i (Eng=Epes oiher lhen Sgias.
Propram Dlszimirion Complen Foce 40027t ke af e e gmaormplae, Mgt b oy U0 oS o e ke sk = agueste sy
i s a'me:.-w.': ann‘r:w—-n':ulll:”bvr“rhh = USDA &y (1] me U Sepeimany of Agnsiew e o b Aznizient Sucrwiry for il Sighis 1400 indagendence Arerus, SV Meatingian, 2 3::-:-..«:. ':Mm.:"a e 45, 3] pregeere_ skl gov. USEA 7 &7 apvel

Eperimy e anpiop; g sde
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Exhibit 12

(Par. 24, 138, 142)

FSA-848B
A FSA-848B Completion Instructions

Following is an explanation of entries on a completed FSA-848B.

Item Instructions

1 | Enter the State and county codes.

Enter the name, address, and telephone number of the County Office.

Enter the C/S application number.

Enter the C/S agreement number.

Enter the program year.

Enter the disaster ID number, if applicable.

Enter the program code.

[c A ENE o N LU, | NN} JUST | O]

Not Applicable.

9 A |Enter FSN.

9 B | Enter the tract number.

9 C_|Manually enter the field number.

9 D | Enter the practice control number.

9 E | Enter the practice unit.

9 F | Enter the practice extent approved that corresponds to items 9 A through E.

9 G |If the practice in item 9 D is:

e complete, ENTER “Yes”
e not complete, ENTER “No” (manual entry by participant).

applicable application.

FSA-848B to the ECP participant.

9 H |Enter the acres served. Acres Served field(s) will populate on FSA-848B, after the
landowner and TSP performance certification has been entered into CSS for the

TSP certification must be manually entered in this field before sending a copy of

91 | Enter the approved C/S that corresponds to items 9 A through F.

through .

9] |If the practice is complete, enter the sum of the actual cost that corresponds to items 9 A

9 K |Not Applicable.

complete FSA-848B-1, item 2.

9 L |Enter the total approved C/S that corresponds to the sum of item 91 and the total
installation cost that corresponds to the sum of item 9 J. If there are additional practices,

by participant).

10 A | Check (V') the boxes indicating whether any participants on the contract bear all
expenses for performing a practice. If the answer was “No”, give all pertinent
information about other persons/agency who bore any part of the expenses (manual entry

10 B | Check () the boxes indicating whether any participants on the contract have received or
will receive a C/S payment under the same program during the current FY. If the answer
was “Yes”, enter the State, county, and amount by farm (manual entry by participant).

2-10-23 1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 1
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FSA-848B

Exhibit 12
(Par. 24, 138, 142)

A FSA-848B Completion Instructions

Item

Instructions

10 C

The landowner or signing authority must sign (manual entry by participant).

10D

Enter the title/relationship that corresponds to the signing authority in item 10 C.
Manual entry by participant

10E

Enter today’s date. Manual entry by participant

11 A

Enter the program code.

11B

Enter the program year.

11C

Enter the State and county codes.

11D

Enter the C/S agreement number.

11 E

Not Applicable

11 F

Enter the disaster 1D.

12 A

Enter FSN.

12B

Enter the tract number.

12C

Manually enter the field number.

12D

Enter the practice control number.

12 E

Enter the practice units.

12 F

Enter the practice extent approved that corresponds to items 12 A through E.

12G

Enter the practice extent performed that corresponds to items 12 A through F (manual
entry by participant).

12 H

Enter the acres served that correspond to items 12 A through G.

121

Enter the approved C/S that corresponds to items 12 A through H.

12]

Enter the total installation cost that corresponds to items 12 A through I (manual entry
by participant).

12K

Enter the total C/S earned that corresponds to items 12 A through J.

12 L

Enter the sum of all approved C/S from item 12 I and continuation pages, the sum of the
total installation cost from item 12 J and continuation pages, and the total C/S earned
from item 12 K and continuation pages. If there are additional practices, complete
FSA-848B-1, item 4.

13A

Enter FSN.

13B

Enter the tract number.

13C

Manually enter the field number.

13D

Enter the practice control number.

13E

Enter the component number.

I3 F

Enter the component title.

13G

Enter the component units.

2-10-23
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FSA-848B

Exhibit 12
(Par. 24, 138, 142)

A FSA-848B Completion Instructions

Item

Instructions

13H

Enter the component extent approved that corresponds to items 13A through 13G.

131

Enter the approved C/S that corresponds to items 13A through 13H.

137J

Enter the component extent performed that corresponds to items 13A through I (manual
entry by participant).

13K

Enter the C/S earned that corresponds to items 13 A through J. If there are additional
components, complete FSA-848B-1, item 5.

14 A

Enter FSN.

14B

Enter the tract number.

14C

manually enter the field number.

14D

Enter the practice control number.

14 E

Enter the technical practice code.

14 F

Enter the technical practice title.

14G

Enter the technical practice units.

14 H

Check (V') the box indicating if the technical practice is cost shared.

141

Enter the technical practice extent planned that corresponds to items 14 A through H.

14]

Enter the technical practice extent applied that corresponds to items 14 A through I. If
there are additional technical practices, complete FSA-848B-1, item 6. Manual entry
required by landowner, FSA or TA, as applicable.

2-10-23
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Exhibit 12
(Par. 24, 138, 142)

FSA-848B (Continued)

A FSA-848B Completion Instructions (Continued)

Item

Instructions

15 A

The technical service provider or participant must sign, if applicable (manual entry).

15B

Enter today’s date (manual entry).

15C

Enter the affiliation (manual entry).

15D

Enter the practice control number.

I5E

Enter the performance statement. If there are additional practices with performance
certifications, complete FSA-848B-1, item 7 (manual entry).

16 A

Enter the program code.

16 B

Enter the program year.

16 C

Enter the State and county codes.

16 D

Enter the C/S agreement number.

16 E

Enter the contract ID, if applicable.

16 F

Enter the disaster ID.

17 A

Enter FSN.

17B

Enter the tract number.

17C

Enter the field number (manual entry).

17D

Enter the practice control number.

17E

Enter the component number.

17F

Enter the participant’s name.

17G

Enter the program accounting code.

17H

Enter the partial or final payment for the practice.

171

Enter the partial or final payment for the agreement.

177

Enter the C/S earned (manual entry).

18 A

The FSA representative must sign to approve performance (manual entry).

18 B

Enter today’s date.

18C

Enter the total approved C/S for the agreement.

18D

Enter the current amount earned.

18 E

If final payment, enter the total C/S earned on the agreement.

2-10-23
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FSA-848B (Continued)

B Example of FSA-848B

Following is an example of FSA-848B.

Exhibit 12
(Par. 24, 138, 142)

This form is available electronically.

Form Approved - OMB Ho. 0560-0082

FSA-848B U.5. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
{12-02-18) Farm Service Agency

COST-SHARE PERFORMANCE CERTIFICATION AND PAYMENT
[See Page 3 for Frivecy Act &nd Burden Statsments |

. BT &CO. Code :

)

Caunty Office Mame, Address and Tele phone Number

THIS CERTIFICATION AND REQUEST FOR PAYMENT is submitted by the undersigned owners, operators, tenants, andior producers (whe individually
will herein be referred to ar "the Participant”). By far»;, the Particinant agrees to the fllowing: 1) the Participant regussted o
asiTiance .u;\e.'j"m practice(s) designed fo meet the ofjectiver of the program referenced on FI4-548; 1) the Parficipant agrees thar 1)
W be performed withour Fedsral cast-shaving; and 3 fbr the practice(s) approv 32 ube_Parrs‘m. ..g?ss_ e !g,fmd il ar part i the funds paid ta
NJ'H!&F o determingd appropriate by the Anproving Qfffcial, if before sr,:!.mr_lﬂ
the approved praceica(s), or (3] velunn relinguiches conral of'o: 1o, the damd. oﬁnk_ch 'rhe a,sprdted;r:mfsf has been extablished, and the new
aWREr and’or aperaior qf‘ma land does W inrain the praciice(s) for the remainder o its [fe pan. The Participant further
agrees that {fhe or she began the practice() bs_\’]?s FECETVINE Written appron I, ke or she may be denied cost-share funding. Further, the Pﬂrr.i,:i;mc_'
hereby authorizes o represencarive of USDA to have access to the pracrice site area(s). Further, the participant widerstandr that form Fi4-5488-] ix by
reference incorporated herein. BY SIGNIVG THIS CERTIFICATION, THE PARTICIPANT ACENOWLEDGES RECEIPT OF THE FOLLOWING
FORMS: Fi4-845B AND ANT ADDENDUM THERETO.

3. Application Numbsr 4. Agresment Number
5. Pregram Year 8. Disaster |D Mumber
7. Program Code 8. Contract 1D [if apphcabie)

NOTE: Ta receive payment or credit for any cost-shares eamed on these practice(s), report performance below, by complating ltems 8 and
10, and file with the issuing FSA county office by the practice expiration date(s) listed on the FSA-B43A.

C. E.

Approed [YES or MO

9. PRACTICE PER| ORMED
K

. G 3 J
F."m o, Tr.x.- Mo F|=Iu Practice Conatrol Na. Practice Practics Is the Prasctics Acres Served Agpraved Tatal Instaliation | f practice is not complate and o
Mo, Lknits Extent Complete? Cost-Share Cost i il renguested for this practice,

wades for completed compane

L TOTALS:

| INSTRUCTIONS TO PARTICIPANT
10. CERTIFTCATION BY FARTICIF,

;!@er:’m:! ef whather or mod sopi-shard asrisiance is appreved e,s-—erm;t,ﬁms’ any sosi-shard asrisiance paid to st under dis prastisals), if 1 jail fe comglare it 1 hareby
[prasiize ey been parformse s furiker seeiif) dha thi
fhe eorbi-shard adiisfance peid o md, 4 ddfdrmtingd By fd Aggresing Official, if baford expiration of tha praciice li
pravhice(s) have bevn establishad and the new evner andioe spenaior of e land deds net agres in weiing s proparly

I R 3G indieates that the practice i nat compléte, I mc:m_- cesttisra fir the completad cangponests dhevn i i by dgebd b conigidie e rumemmg dm;dndnue.;ﬂrd“do: the FEA-B484, for thid practiza(s),

mneim it ned & duplisaie of amy sther sumved by e [ agres b9 suinisie 2nd usd the grasiise(s] for the ministion maisienanss fvisd ariablished for the gracises). Tageee fo rafnd 2l n-;erl of
fiipa specified abovd, (3) T danieay fe gractive instdlled, o (B) volisiardl relinguitk contnal or Sitle & fid [and on which the i
maintain the grasisd(s) for the reviinddr af thess lfdagan. [ undritend that FIA-F45 and FI4-B4854 and sy aedéndum mm are by

thd gractize

shisd dspiratian date,

ppl for pepmens to the ixtent that she Approving Oificial hus determined thet the

O ves One

refErance insargsraied kirdin and witk s farm somsiitules the eelivg b e e biss.
A1) Did you and the ather partidpants on this sgreemeant bear all the expense (axcept for program cast sharing) for B(1) Durirg the current fiseal year Oct 1 - Sep. 30, have you recenved or will you ar any participant an this
perdorming this practice? agraement receive 3 cost-share payment under the same pregram on this ar any other farm other than
through this FSA-B16B7

[ ves [Cno

kind, extent ard value of ther contribution.

ATIT IR, Tagioet naime &) sd Sdiesses o oer farsan|<] o Sgency who bara ary par of the xpenses. Aso, Show B W HES, Fiian S, Calsly, s amounl by B

C_ Parlizipant Signalire (By] [ O Tille/Relatiorship of Ihe Indivicual T Sgring in a Represeniatve Capaciy T E. Date (MM-DD-7 77
T SSSEanct e Facirl S8 i Wi snd 5. A oF Lyt (L0 S v e ens s By, L0, e Sgances s Cpmp e v
S e, SRR, 430 TACW BN DU R AL NSOt ST P b 5ablE AR unE DR o lad et & el m\lw@hv‘\“u‘nlm \Nu'\ﬂl'ﬂﬂ‘fﬂrﬂ“ﬁ-‘»{ D vt b EgTaTaL e

8 T AT 2 SRRt R ST (43, GO (TR (U B ATRat ST LATEUASE, ) SRS CoREIENS MR AQas) £ UGDAY TARKET it
\agia Jn Lnguagas sxarcin Gnpl

Te 8 R astmEn sy

uand " foa st
L2 Biimd poas camp e e e F b\njun L3 Dugarmaes of dypicuiene 2 = Ay hmxm e Rt 4 o apancncn Suec, 7 WSigron .0 SALSAM S 1 s () T o ] amat. g eshaty g L0 b 2 v

UTLSTT 404 ey UG o  UEArSILIIN 1S AL de A i e e 1 MGOmUEtn WISALRS 1 e AU T URI 450 0 o e, G -
ad ¥ e

Aelea and T ar cee c. i i ddavean'y: pegmn

el pOvuT ATCEN, ded
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FSA-848B (Continued)

B Example of FSA-848B (Continued)

Exhibit 12

(Par. 24, 138, 142)

FSA-B48B (120213
11, AGREEMENT INFORMATION

A. Program Code

D Agreement Number

E. Cantract ID

Fage 2

A . = C H
Farm ka, Traet Mo Fild Practice Conirol Ma, Practice Units Aeres Sarved
Mo.
L TOTALS:
13. COMPONENT EXTENT PERFORMED
[N B. = E
Farm Ma. | Tract No Field Practice Coatrel Na. Companent Appeaved
Mo, M. o '

ENT APPLIED
7]

Practice Contral Mo

F.
Technical Practice Tithe

Cves Cvo

Oves One

Oves Owo

hnical Service
srticipant

E. Date . Afilliation

0. Practice Control Number

E. Performance Statement

13.

Performance
Certification

2-10-23
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Exhibit 12
(Par. 24, 138, 142)
FSA-848B (Continued)

B Example of FSA-848B (Continued)

FSA-848B (12-02-19) Pagz 3
16. AGREEMENT INFORMATION EMERG ENL'{ PROGRAMS ONLY
Pr | B C or v =

| 17. COST-S5HARE DETAILS

B C
Tract N Field
Mo.

A. Signature of F3A Reprasentative E. Date L-D0-¥YYY) C. Total Approved D. Current Eamed | E. If Final, Total Cost-
18. USDA USE ONLY - Cost-Share Amount Share Eamed
Performance Approval

on andiar &5 described n !
N ihe FRqUESED ITGAMENON WY

ian oo
athering and m

e Parfizipant senowesiges 5
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Exhibit 13
(Par. 93)
EFRP News Release — Example

Following is an example of the EFRP News Release.

[NAME] County Farm Service Agency is Accepting Applications for
Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP)

(City, State) Month XX, YEAR - U.5. Department of Agriculture (LUSDA) Farm Service Agency
(FSA) County Executive Director, [INSERT CED NAME], announced that [INSERT
COUNTY{IES)] are accepting applications for the Emergency Forest Restoration Program
(EFRP) to address damages from [INSERT DISASTER EVENT]. The EFRP sign-up period will
be open from [INSERT DATES].

EFRP provides payments to eligible owners of nonindustrial private forest (NIPF) land to restore
land damaged by a natural disaster. Before an application for EFRP assistance is approved, an
onsite inspection of the damages by FSA, in cooperation with a state forester, is required to
verify the damages and enable an environmental review.

The approved EFRP practices under the authorization include:
[LIST AUTHORIZED PRACTICES].

“FSA remains committed to helping landowners impacted by this disaster,” said [INSERT SED
NAME]}, State Executive Director in [INSERT |STATE]. ‘| encourage eligible landowners to
contact the FSA county office as soon as possible to make an appointment to apply.”

To meet eligibility requirements, NIPF land must have existing tree cover or had tree cover
immediately before Hurricane Michael occurred and be sustainable for growing trees. The land
must also be owned by any nonindustrial private individual, group, association, corporation or
other private legal entity that has definitive decision-making authority over the land.

For more information on EFRP, please contact your local FSA county office or
visit hitps_//www_ farmers.gov/recover. To find your local office,
visit farmers. gov/service-center-locater.

2-10-23 1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 1 Page 1






Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

EFRP National Practices

The following table lists the nationally approved practices that are described in this exhibit.

Code Practice Page
EF1 Hardwood Forest Restoration 1-5
EF2 Softwood Forest Restoration 6-10
EF3 Mixed Forest Restoration 11-15
EF4 Longleaf Pine Restoration 16-20
EF9 Other Emergency Forest Restoration Measures 21-22

EF1 — Hardwood Forest Restoration

A Purpose

The purpose of this practice is to restore hardwood forests. The practices must provide for
the long-term viability of hardwood ecosystem that has been impacted by the EFRP-
designated disaster. The stand will:

control sheet, rill, scour, gully, and other erosion
reduce water, air, or land pollution

restore forest health and forest-related resources
promote carbon sequestration

restore and connect wildlife habitat.

B Program Policy

Apply this practice to eligible NIPF to restore forest health and forest-related resources in a
forest ecosystem dominated by hardwood trees.

C Eligibility

To be eligible for financial assistance, this practice will:

2-10-23

reduce erosion to an acceptable level and increase sediment trapping efficiencies
improve surface or ground water quality

restore or enhance NIPF that has been damaged by the EFRP-designated disaster
reduce scour, gully, stream bank, sheet, or rill erosion

prevent excessive erosion from occurring

enhance food and cover for wildlife

be maintained for the practice lifespan

be included in the approved practice plan.

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 1 Page 1




Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

EFRP National Practices (Continued)

EF1 - Hardwood Forest Restoration (Continued)

7-27-23

D Planting Period

The technical agency will specify the necessary practices/components, implementation dates,
techniques, species, locations, and other details in the restoration plan. The landowner
should implement the planned practices according to the restoration plan. The landowner has
up to 2 years from the date the financial assistance agreement is approved to complete all
planned restoration activities to re-establish the stand. With technical agency concurrence,
COC’s and STC’s may extend the expiration date of the C/S agreement to extend the
replanting period for 1 additional year according to paragraph 136.

Practice Lifespan

The applied practices will be maintained throughout the lifespan, provided in Exhibit 31,
following the calendar year of installation. Advise landowners to follow the technical
guidance provided in the restoration plan and the O&M requirements for the applicable
practices based on the NRCS eFOTG.

Practice Requirements

The following are requirements for this practice:

e at least 50 percent of the stand is not identified as any 1 species of tree

e*--must be protected from destructive fire for the practice lifespan

e newly established plantings will not be damaged, destroyed, or grazed by domestic
livestock for the practice lifespan

Exception: Where existing forest is being grazed (before disaster or after restoration),
grazing activity must be conducted according to the conservation plan or
forest management plan provided by the technical agency and consistent
with NRCS Conservation Practice Standard 381, Silvopasture.--*

e chemicals used in performing the practice must be:

o Federally, State, and locally registered

e applied according to authorized uses, directions on the label, and other Federal and
State policies and requirements

e noxious weeds and other undesirable plants, insects, and pests will be controlled,
including such maintenance as necessary to avoid an adverse impact on surrounding lands

o the practice must be established and maintained according to the practice standards in the
Field Office Technical Guide

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 2 Page 2



Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

EFRP National Practices (Continued)

EF1 — Hardwood Forest Restoration (Continued)

G Natural Regeneration

2-10-23

Natural regeneration may be permitted under this practice if recommended by the technical
agency.

Management Activities

Additional management activities identified in a separate forest management plan or
conservation plan may be performed on NIPF during the practice lifespan, if the practices do
not interfere with normal maintenance of the practice. These management activities may be
cost-shared under other State or Federal programs if the State or Federal Agency and COC
determine that they are separate practices, not part of normal maintenance, and do not defeat
the purpose of the practice.

EFRP financial assistance is not authorized for management practices.

Environmental Concerns

Consider restoring forest health and forest-related resources and preserving and improving
the environment and wildlife concerns when making determinations about types of plantings,
spacing, and other practice specifications. Ensure that noxious and invasive plants are
controlled throughout the practice lifespan.

Technical Responsibility

Technical responsibility for this practice will be assigned to FS and delivered through the
State Forestry Agency or other TSP in accordance with Part 4. A forestry official or TSP
will:

e complete the needs determination

e supply a conservation plan or forest restoration plan to include all necessary practices and
components needed to restore the forest stand

e review the plan with the landowner to ensure practice implementation consistent with
NRCS conservation practice standards

e certify practice compliance on FSA-848B, page 2.

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 1 Page 3



EFRP National Practices (Continued)

EF1 — Hardwood Forest Restoration (Continued)

K Financial Assistance Rates

Express the financial assistance rate as follows:

“  percent of the actual cost not to exceed $

L Financial Assistance Policy

Exhibit 17

(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

per unit of measure.”

The following table provides financial assistance policies for this practice.

If the activity and/or
component is...

AND the justification is...

THEN
financial assistance
is authorized for...

obstruction removal

required to remove trees and other debris
as a result of the eligible disaster

necessary to rehabilitate or reestablish a
stand

to enable site preparation for planting or
natural regeneration

326, 384, 460, 500,
643, 666.

site preparation

to prepare the site for reestablishment
through planting or natural regeneration

314, 315, 490.

conservation cover

temporary cover to prevent erosion

needed until required planting stock is
available

needed because normal planting period
for the species has passed

wildlife enhancement

to establish a cover where a solid
condition, such as chemical residue, will
not immediately allow establishment of
permanent cover

327, 340, 342, 379,
390, 484, 643.

2-10-23
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Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)
EFRP National Practices (Continued)

L Financial Assistance Policy (Continued)

THEN
If the activity and/or financial assistance
component is... AND the justification is... is authorized for...
tree planting e to reduce erosion from wind or water 380, 381, 391, 484,
612, 643, 650.
e provide food and cover for waterfowl
and other wildlife
e improve surface or ground water quality
e restore forest health and forest-related
resources
firebreaks and to establish and maintain and reduce the 338, 394.
prescribed burning risk of wildfire
fencing it was preexisting and necessary for 382.
livestock exclusion
roads and other located on NIPF and necessary for forest 373, 560, 568, 580,
structures restoration 587, 654, 655.
other restoration necessary for restoration and protection of | 395, 453, 584, 595,
activities natural resources impacted by the disaster 610, 638, 645, 647.
roads and other not located on NIPF not authorized.
structures
annual food plots
to establish a tree e for ornamental purposes
species
e for Christmas trees
e nursery tree production
e production of commercial nuts, other
than species customarily planted for
forestry purposes
herbicides or to maintain the vegetative cover including
insecticides trees

2-10-23 1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 1 Page S



Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

EFRP National Practices (Continued)

EF2 - Softwood Forest Restoration

A

2-10-23

Purpose

The purpose of this practice is to restore existing softwood forests. The practices must
provide for the long-term viability of softwood ecosystem that has been impacted by the
EFRP-designated disaster. The stand will:

control sheet, rill, scour, gully, and other erosion
reduce water, air, or land pollution

restore forest health and forest-related resources,
promote carbon sequestration

restore and connect wildlife habitat.

Program Policy

Apply this practice to eligible NIPF to restore forest health and forest-related resources in a
forest ecosystem dominated by softwood trees.

Eligibility
To be eligible for financial assistance, this practice will:

reduce erosion to an acceptable level and increase sediment trapping efficiencies
improve surface or ground water quality

restore or enhance NIPF that has been damaged by the EFRP-designated disaster
reduce scour, gully, stream bank, sheet, or rill erosion

prevent excessive erosion from occurring

enhance food and cover for wildlife

be maintained for the practice lifespan

be included in the approved practice plan.

Planting Period

The technical agency will specify the necessary practices/components, implementation dates,
techniques, species, locations, and other details in the restoration plan. The landowner
should implement the planned practice(s) in accordance with the restoration plan. The
landowner has up to 2 years from the date the financial assistance agreement is approved to
complete all planned restoration activities to reestablish the stand. With technical agency
concurrence, COC’s and STC’s may extend the expiration date of the c/s agreement to
extend the replanting period for 1 additional year according to paragraph 136.

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 1 Page 6



Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

EFRP National Practices (Continued)

EF2 - Softwood Forest Restoration (Continued)

E Practice Lifespan

7-27-23

The applied practices will be maintained throughout the lifespan, provided in Exhibit 31,
following the calendar year of installation. Advise landowners to follow the technical
guidance provided in the restoration plan and the O&M requirements for the applicable
practices based on the NRCS eFOTG.

Practice Requirements

The following are requirements for this practice:

* k% %

e*--must be protected from destructive fire for the practice lifespan

newly established plantings will not be damaged, destroyed, or grazed by domestic
livestock for the practice lifespan

Exception: Where existing forest is being grazed (before disaster or after restoration),
grazing activity must be conducted according to the conservation plan or
forest management plan provided by the technical agency and consistent
with NRCS Conservation Practice Standard 381, Silvopasture.--*

e chemicals used in performing the practice must be:

e Federally, State, and locally registered

e applied according to authorized registered uses, directions on the label, and other
Federal or State policies and requirements

e noxious weeds and other undesirable plants, insects, and pests will be controlled,
including such maintenance as necessary to avoid an adverse impact on surrounding
lands

¢ will have periodic management activities performed according to the practice plan,
during the practice lifespan, as determined by COC.

Natural Regeneration

Natural regeneration may be permitted under this practice if recommended by the technical
agency.

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 2 Page 7



Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

EFRP National Practices (Continued)

EF2 - Softwood Forest Restoration (Continued)

2-10-23

H Management Activities

Additional management activities identified in a separate forest management plan or
conservation plan may be performed on NIPF during the practice lifespan if the practices do
not interfere with normal maintenance of the practice. These management activities may be
cost-shared under other State or Federal programs if the State or Federal Agency and COC
determine that they are separate practices, not part of normal maintenance, and do not defeat
the purpose of the practice.

EFRP financial assistance is not authorized for management practices.

Environmental Concerns

Consider restoring forest health and forest-related resources and preserving and improving
the environment and wildlife concerns when making determinations about types of plantings,
spacing, and other practice specifications. Ensure that noxious and invasive plants are
controlled throughout the practice lifespan.

Technical Responsibility

Technical responsibility for this practice will be assigned to FS and delivered through the
State Forestry Agency or other TSP according to Part 4. A forestry official or TSP will:

e complete the needs determination

e supply a conservation plan or forest restoration plan to include all necessary practices and
components needed to restore the forest stand

e review the plan with the landowner to ensure practice implementation consistent with
NRCS conservation practice standards

e certify practice compliance on FSA-848B, page 2.

Note: Compliance should follow with standards as outlined in the practice plan.
Financial Assistance Rates

Express the financial assistance rate as follows:

“ _ percent of the actual cost not to exceed $ per unit of measure.”

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 1 Page 8



EFRP National Practices (Continued)

EF2 - Softwood Forest Restoration (Continued)

L Financial Assistance Policy

2-10-23

Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

The following table shows financial assistance policies for this practice.

If the activity and/or
component is...

AND the justification is...

THEN
financial assistance
is authorized for...

obstruction removal

e required to remove trees and other debris

as a result of the eligible disaster

e necessary to rehabilitate or reestablish a
stand

e to enable site preparation for planting or
natural regeneration

326, 384, 460, 500,
643, 666.

site preparation

to prepare the site for reestablishment
through planting or natural regeneration

314, 315, 490.

conservation cover

e temporary cover to prevent erosion

e needed until required planting stock is
available

¢ needed because normal planting period
for the species has passed

e wildlife enhancement

e to establish a cover where a solid
condition, such as chemical residue, will
not immediately allow establishment of
permanent cover

327, 340, 342, 379,
390, 484, 643.

tree planting

e to reduce erosion from wind or water

e provide food and cover for waterfowl
and other wildlife

e improve surface or ground water quality

e restore forest health and forest-related
resources

380, 381, 391, 484,
612, 643, 650.

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 1
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EFRP National Practices (Continued)

EF2 - Softwood Forest Restoration (Continued)

L Financial Assistance Policy (Continued)

Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

If the activity and/or
component is...

AND the justification is...

THEN
financial assistance is
authorized for...

firebreaks and
prescribed burning

to establish and maintain and reduce the
risk of wildfire

338, 394.

fencing

it was preexisting and necessary for
livestock exclusion

382.

roads and other
structures

located on NIPF and necessary for forest
restoration

373, 560, 568, 580,
587, 654, 655.

385.

other restoration
activities

necessary for restoration and protection of
natural resources impacted by the disaster

395, 453, 584, 595,
610, 638, 645, 647,
657, 659, 660.

roads and other
structures

not located on NIPF

annual food plots

to establish a tree
species

e for ornamental purposes
o for Christmas trees
e nursery tree production

e production of commercial nuts, other
than species customarily planted for

farestryv nuirnases

herbicides or
insecticides

to maintain the vegetative cover including
trees

not authorized.

2-10-23
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Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

EFRP National Practices (Continued)

EF3 - Mixed Forest Restoration

A

2-10-23

Purpose

The purpose of this practice is to restore mixed forests. The practices must provide for the
long-term viability of a mixed forest ecosystem that has been impacted by the EFRP-
designated disaster. The stand will:

control sheet, rill, scour, gully, and other erosion

reduce water, air, or land pollution

restore forest health and forest-related resources, including wetlands
promote carbon sequestration

restore and connect wildlife habitat.

Program Policy

Apply this practice to eligible NIPF to restore forest health and forest-related resources in a
forest ecosystem with approximately equal amounts of hardwood and softwood trees.

Eligibility
To be eligible for financial assistance, this practice will:

reduce erosion to an acceptable level and increase sediment trapping efficiencies
improve surface or ground water quality

restore or enhance NIPF that has been damaged by the EFRP-designated disaster
reduce scour, gully, stream bank, sheet, or rill erosion

prevent excessive erosion from occurring

enhance food and cover for wildlife

be maintained for the practice lifespan

be included in the approved practice plan.

Planting Period

The technical agency will specify the necessary practices/components, implementation dates,
techniques, species, locations, and other details in the restoration plan. The landowner
should implement the planned practice(s) in accordance with the restoration plan. The
landowner has up to 2 years from the date the financial assistance agreement is approved to
complete all planned restoration activities to reestablish the stand. With technical agency
concurrence, COC’s and STC’s may extend expiration date of the C/S agreement to extend
the replanting period for 1 additional year in accordance with paragraph 136.

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 1 Page 11



Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

EFRP National Practices (Continued)

EF3 - Mixed Forest Restoration (Continued)

E Practice Lifespan

7-27-23

The applied practices will be maintained throughout the lifespan, provided in Exhibit 31,
following the calendar year of installation. Advise landowners to follow the technical
guidance provided in the restoration plan and the O&M requirements for the applicable
practices based on the NRCS eFOTG.

Practice Requirements

The following are requirements for this practice:

e at least 50 percent of the stand is not identified as any 1 species of trees

o*._must be protected from destructive fire for the practice lifespan

newly established plantings will not be damaged, destroyed, or grazed by domestic
livestock for the practice lifespan

Exception: Where existing forest is being grazed (before disaster or after restoration),
grazing activity must be conducted according to the conservation plan or
forest management plan provided by the technical agency and consistent
with NRCS Conservation Practice Standard 381, Silvopasture.--*

e chemicals used in performing the practice must be:

e Federally, State, and locally registered

e applied according to authorized registered uses, directions on the label, and other
Federal or State policies and requirements

e noxious weeds and other undesirable plants, insects, and pests will be controlled,
including such maintenance as necessary to avoid an adverse impact on surrounding
lands

o will have periodic management activities performed according to the practice plan,
during the practice lifespan, as determined by COC.

Natural Regeneration

Natural regeneration may be permitted under this practice if recommended by the technical
agency.

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 2 Page 12



Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

EFRP National Practices (Continued)

EF3 - Mixed Forest Restoration (Continued)

H Management Activities

2-10-23

Additional management activities identified in a separate forest management plan or
conservation plan may be performed on NIPF during the practice lifespan if the practices do
not interfere with normal maintenance of the practice. These management activities may be
cost-shared under other State or Federal programs if the State or Federal Agency and COC
determine that they are separate practices, not part of normal maintenance, and do not defeat
the purpose of the practice.

EFRP financial assistance is not authorized for management practices.

Environmental Concerns

Consider restoring forest health and forest-related resources and preserving and improving
the environment and wildlife concerns when making determinations about types of plantings,
spacing, and other practice specifications. Ensure that noxious and invasive plants are
controlled throughout the practice lifespan.

Technical Responsibility

Technical responsibility for this practice will be assigned to FS and delivered through the
State Forestry Agency or other TSP in accordance with Part 4. A forestry official or TSP
will:

complete the needs determination

e supply a conservation plan or forest restoration plan to include all necessary practices and
components needed to restore the forest stand

e review the plan with the landowner to ensure practice implementation consistent with
NRCS conservation practice standards

certify practice compliance on FSA-848B, page 2.
Financial Assistance Rates
Express the financial assistance rate as follows:

3

¢ percent of the actual cost not to exceed $ per unit of measure.”
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EFRP National Practices (Continued)

EF3 - Mixed Forest Restoration (Continued)

L Financial Assistance Policy

Exhibit 17

(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

The following table shows financial assistance policies for this practice.

If the activity

THEN

financial assistance is

e provide food and cover for waterfowl and
other wildlife

e improve surface or ground water quality

e restore forest health and forest-related
resources

and/or AND the justification is... authorized for...
obstruction e required to remove trees and other debris | 326, 384, 460, 500, 643,
removal as a result of the eligible disaster 666.
e necessary to rehabilitate or reestablish a
stand
e to enable site preparation for planting or
natural regeneration
site preparation | to prepare the site for reestablishment through | 314, 315, 490.
planting or natural regeneration
conservation e temporary cover to prevent erosion 327, 340, 342, 379, 390,
cover 484, 643.
e needed until required planting stock is
available
¢ needed because normal planting period for
the species has passed
e wildlife enhancement
e to establish a cover where a solid
condition, such as chemical residue, will
not immediately allow establishment of
permanent cover
tree planting e to reduce erosion from wind or water 380, 381, 391, 484, 612,
643, 650.

2-10-23
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Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)
EFRP National Practices (Continued)
EF3 - Mixed Forest Restoration (Continued)

L Financial Assistance Policy (Continued)

THEN
If the activity financial assistance is
and/or AND the justification is... authorized for...
firebreaks and to establish and maintain and reduce the risk | 338, 394.
prescribed of wildfire
fencing it was preexisting and necessary for livestock | 382.

exclusion

roads and other | located on NIPF and necessary for forest 373, 560, 568, 580, 587,
structures restoration 654, 655.

385.
other restoration | necessary for restoration and protection of 395, 453, 584, 595, 610,
activities natural resources impacted by the disaster 638, 645, 647, 657, 659,
Roads and other | not located on NIPF not authorized.
structures

annual food plots

to establish a tree | ¢  for ornamental purposes

species
e for Christmas trees
e nursery tree production
e production of commercial nuts, other than
species customarily planted for forestry
purposes
herbicides or to maintain the vegetative cover including
insecticides trees

2-10-23 1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 1 Page 15



Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

EFRP National Practices (Continued)

EF4 - Longleaf Pine Restoration

A

2-10-23

Purpose

The purpose of this practice is to restore bottomland forest dominated by Longleaf Pine. The
practices must provide for the long-term viability of bottomland Longleaf Pine trees that
have been impacted by the EFRP-designated disaster. The Longleaf Pine stand will:

control sheet, rill, scour, gully, and other erosion

reduce water, air, or land pollution

restore forest health and forest-related resources, including wetlands
promote carbon sequestration

restore and connect wildlife habitat.

Program Policy

Apply this practice to eligible NIPF to restore forest health and forest-related resources in a
forest ecosystem dominated by Longleaf Pine trees.

Eligibility

To be eligible for financial assistance, this practice will:

reduce erosion to an acceptable level and increase sediment trapping efficiencies
improve surface or ground water quality

restore or enhance NIPF that has been damaged by the EFRP-designated disaster
reduce scour, gully, stream bank, sheet, or rill erosion

prevent excessive erosion from occurring

enhance food and cover for wildlife

be maintained for the practice lifespan

be included in the approved practice plan.

Planting Period

The technical agency will specify the necessary practices/components, implementation dates,
techniques, species, locations, and other details in the restoration plan. The landowner
should implement the planned practice(s) according to the restoration plan. The landowner
has up to 2 years from the date the financial assistance agreement is approved to complete all
planned restoration activities to reestablish the stand. With technical agency concurrence,
COC’s and STC’s may extend expiration date of the c/s agreement to extend the replanting
period for 1 additional year in accordance with paragraph 136.
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Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

EFRP National Practices (Continued)

EF4 - Longleaf Pine Restoration (Continued)

E Practice Lifespan

7-27-23

The applied practices will be maintained throughout the lifespan, provided in Exhibit 31,
following the calendar year of installation. Advise landowners to follow the technical
guidance provided in the restoration plan and the O&M requirements for the applicable
practices based on the NRCS eFOTG.

Practice Requirements

The following are requirements for this practice:

e Longleaf Pine is the predominant species and is established in suitable soils

o*._must be protected from destructive fire for the practice lifespan

newly established plantings will not be damaged, destroyed, or grazed by domestic
livestock for the practice lifespan

Exception: Where existing forest is being grazed (before disaster or after restoration),
grazing activity must be conducted according to the conservation plan or
forest management plan provided by the technical agency and consistent
with NRCS Conservation Practice Standard 381, Silvopasture.--*

e chemicals used in performing the practice must be:

e Federally, State, and locally registered

e applied according to authorized registered uses, directions on the label, and other
Federal or State policies and requirements

e noxious weeds and other undesirable plants, insects, and pests will be controlled,
including such maintenance as necessary to avoid an adverse impact on surrounding
lands

o will have periodic management activities performed according to the practice plan,
during the practice lifespan, as determined by COC.

Natural Regeneration

Natural regeneration may be permitted under this practice if recommended by the technical
agency.

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 2 Page 17



Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

EFRP National Practices (Continued)

EF4 - Longleaf Pine Restoration (Continued)

2-10-23

H Management Activities

Additional management activities identified in a separate forest management plan or
conservation plan may be performed on NIPF during the practice lifespan, if the practices do
not interfere with normal maintenance of the practice. These management activities may be
cost-shared under other State or Federal programs if the State or Federal Agency and COC
determine that they are separate practices, not part of normal maintenance, and do not defeat
the purpose of the practice.

EFRP financial assistance is not authorized for management practices.

Environmental Concerns

Consider restoring forest health and forest-related resources and preserving and improving
the environment and wildlife concerns when making determinations about types of plantings,
spacing, and other practice specifications. Ensure that noxious and invasive plants are
controlled throughout the practice lifespan.

Technical Responsibility

Technical responsibility for this practice will be assigned to FS and delivered through the
State Forestry Agency or other TSP in accordance with Part 4. A forestry official or TSP
will:

e complete the needs determination

e supply a conservation plan or forest restoration plan to include the necessary practices
and components needed to restore the forest stand

e review the plan with the landowner to ensure practice implementation consistent with
NRCS conservation practice standards

o certify practice compliance on FSA-848B, page 2.
Financial Assistance Rates
Express the financial assistance rate as follows:

“  percent of the actual cost not to exceed $ per unit of measure.”
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EFRP National Practices (Continued)

EF4 - Longleaf Pine Restoration (Continued)

L Financial Assistance Policy

2-10-23

Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)

The following table shows financial assistance policies for this practice.

If the activity
and/or

component is...

AND the justification is...

THEN
financial assistance is
authorized for...

obstruction
removal

required to remove trees and other debris as
a result of the eligible disaster

necessary to rehabilitate or reestablish a
stand

to enable site preparation for planting or
natural regeneration

326, 384, 460, 500, 643,
666.

site preparation

to prepare the site for reestablishment through
planting or natural regeneration

314, 315, 490.

conservation
cover

temporary cover to prevent erosion

needed until required planting stock is
available

needed because normal planting period for
the species has passed

wildlife enhancement

to establish a cover where a solid condition,
such as chemical residue, will not
immediately allow establishment of
permanent cover

327, 340, 342, 379, 390,
484, 643.

1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 1
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Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)
EFRP National Practices (Continued)
EF4 - Longleaf Pine Restoration (Continued)

L Financial Assistance Policy

If the activity THEN

and/or financial assistance is

component is... AND the justification is... authorized for...

tree planting e to reduce erosion from wind or water 380, 381, 391, 484, 612,
643, 650.

e provide food and cover for waterfowl and
other wildlife

e improve surface or ground water quality

e restore forest health and forest-related

resources
firebreaks and to establish and maintain and reduce the risk | 338, 394.
prescribed of wildfire
fencing it was preexisting and necessary for livestock | 382.
exclusion

roads and other | located on NIPF and necessary for forest 373, 560, 568, 580, 587,
structures restoration 654, 655

385.
other restoration | necessary for restoration and protection of 395, 453, 584, 595, 610,
and management |natural resources impacted by the disaster 638, 645, 647, 657, 659,
roads and other | not located on NIPF not authorized.

structures

annual food plots
to establish a tree | e for ornamental purposes
species

e for Christmas trees
e nursery tree production

e production of commercial nuts, other than
species customarily planted for forestry
purposes

herbicides or to maintain the vegetative cover including

insecticides trees
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Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)
EFRP National Practices (Continued)
EF9 - Other Emergency Forest Restoration Measures

A Authority

Other emergency forest restoration practices may be approved by CEPD. Submit a copy of
practices for approval to CEPD.

B General Policies
ECP practices must meet the requirements in this handbook.
C Financial Assistance Policies

The following provides financial assistance policy.

THEN

financial assistance
IF component is... is...

replacing or restoring a conservation or pollution abatement practice | authorized.

damaged by the natural disaster

restoring forest health or forest-related resources
directly related to a natural disaster

for the solution of conservation or environmental problems existing |not authorized.
before the disaster

D Planting Period

If planting is an element of the practice, a planting period will be established when the
practice description is approved. Generally, the planting period should be similar to that for
other practices in this handbook.

E Practice Lifespan
The applied practice(s) will be maintained throughout the lifespan, provided in Exhibit 31,
following the calendar year of installation. Advice landowners to follow the technical

guidance provided in the restoration plan and the O&M requirements for the applicable
practice(s) based on the NRCS eFOTG.
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Exhibit 17
(Par. 56, 58, 102, 134)
EFRP National Practices (Continued)
EF9 - Other Emergency Forest Restoration Measures (Continued)

F Practice Requirements
Practice requirements may be established when the practice description is approved.

G Natural Regeneration
The practice description will specify whether natural regeneration is acceptable under the
practice.

H Management Activities

This practice description will specify whether financial assistance for periodic management
activities is authorized.

I Environmental Concerns
Generally, consider restoring forest health and forest-related resources and preserving and
improving the environment and wildlife concerns when making determinations about types

of plantings, spacing, and other practice specifications. Ensure that noxious and invasive
plants are controlled throughout the practice lifespan.
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FSA-850

A FSA-850 Example

The following is an example of FSA-850.

Exhibit 21
(Par. 131)

FSA-850 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
(03-23-22) Farm Service Agency

ENVIRONMENTAL SCREENING WORKSHEET

1. GENERAL INFORMATION

1A. Producer or Applicant Name

1B. State & County Code

1C. Location of Proposed Action (Farm, Tract Field numbers, GPS location, e

c.)

2A. BACKGROUND
(1) FSA’s proposed action is: (Describe Action Below)

(2) Describe the site and its present use:

(3) Describe the surrounding land uses; indicate the directions and approximate distances involved. The extent of the surrounding
land to be considered depends on the extent of the potential impacts of the project and its related activities:

“

=

Will the action involve ground disturbance below the previous level of disturbance or change in land use?

(8) Has another Federal Agency already completed an environmental evaluation for this specific action?

2B. LISTED CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS (L-CATEX) YES NO
(1) Do any of the “L” CATEX's fully cover the proposed action, as listed in Handbook 1-EQ D I:I
(Rev. 3) Exhibit 17 (7 CFR Part 799.31)?
If “YES”, record the assighed code for the applicable “L” Categorical Exclusion:
(2) Are there extraordinary circumstances, as listed in Handbook 1-EQ Paragraph 25, I:I I:I
triggered?
IF ITEM 2B1 IS ANSWERED ‘YES”, AND ITEM 2B2 IS ANSWERED “NO”, PROCEED TO ITEM 15.
2C. SUPPORTED CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS (S-CATEX) YES NO
Do any of the “S” CATEX's fully cover the proposed action, as listed in Handbook 1-EQ
(Rev. 3) Exhibit 17 (7 CFR Part 799.32)7 (| (|
(If operation is a medium or large CAFOs see Instructions)
If “YES”, record the assighed code for the applicable “S” Categorical Exclusion:

IF ITEM 2B1 IS ANSWERED ‘NO” AND ITEM 2C IS ANSWERED “NO”, AN ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT IS REQUIRED.
PROCEED TO ITEM 15 AND SELECT FINDING B OR C, AS APPROPRIATE.

2-10-23
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FSA-850 (Continued)

A FSA-850 Example (Continued)

Exhibit 21
(Par. 131)

FSA-850 (03-23-22) Page 2 of 5
3. REQUIRED REVIEW
3A. Date of Site Visit:
For the below listed environmental resources, check the box in Column (1) to
indicate the resources that are present on the site(s) of the proposed action Q) 2)

or within the action's area of environmental impact, such as the areas
adjacent to the proposed site(s). Attach appropriate documentation. Check

Check if the resource is located within
the area of potential effect.

the box as appropriate in Column (2) to the right to indicate land uses and

environmental resources which may potentially be adversely impacted. YES

NO

There is potential
to impact the
resource.

3B. Listed Endangered and Threatened Species or critical habitat.

Attach IPaC map to this form.

If the box in Column (2} is checked, then consult with the U.S. Fish and

Wildlife and National Marine Fisheries Service, as applicable, to ensure g
that the proposed action is not likely to adversely affect a listed species
or destroy or modify its "critical habitat" in accordance with the
Endangered Species Act.

O

g

3C. Cultural Resources (NHPA Section 106 Compliance)

Does the action: (1) include ground disturbing activities below the level
of previous ground disturbance; (2) affect a building or structure that is
at a minimum 50 years old or (3) affect a historic landscape?

YES [0 NO [ (Proceed to Item 3D.)

If “YES”, complete the check boxes in Column (1) & (2) to the right based D
on the results of the required consultations and attach the following:

(1) Conduct research to identify the presence of cultural resources.
(check National Register, State archaeological site files, tribal
resources, and owner discussions)

(2) Consultation with SHPQ, THPQO and Indian Tribes, as appropriate, to
determine if further consultation required (needed identification
surveys)

3D. Coastal Barrier in Coastal Barrier Resources System

3E. Approved Coastal Zone Management Area

3F. Wilderness

3G. Wild and Scenic River, or listed on the Nationwide Rivers Inventory

3H. National Natural Landmark

3l. Sole Source Aquifer (Designated by Environmental Protection Agency)

3J. Floodplains — Flood Map Panel #

O OoooOooo

For actions with disturbances or development to occur within a
floodplain, attach applicable floodplain development permit, elevation
surveys, and maps, if available.

O ([OogoOoo

O |OoOoQogo

3K Wetlands

nutrient waste)?

If “YES”, proceed to ltem 3K(2) below. If “NO” proceed to Item 3L.

file or available based on the current AD-10267

If “YES”, attach determination (including any USACE or state permits).

If “NO”, and a determination is not available, attach completed FSA-858.

(1) Does the proposed action have potential to adversely impact a wetland (e.g., ground disturbance, livestock, or

(2) Is there a NRCS CPA-026e, United States Army Corps of Engineers, and/or State wetland determination on

YES

NO

2-10-23
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Exhibit 21
(Par. 131)
FSA-850 (Continued)

A FSA-850 Example (Continued)

FSA-850 (02-23-22) Page 3 of 5

3. REQUIRED REVIEW CONT. YES NO
3L. SOILS (& HEL)

(1) Does the proposed action involve the production of an agricultural commodity on Highly Erodible Land?

Attach a copy of one of the following: Producer Farm Data Report, Producer Subsidiary Print or Q Q
NRCS CPA-026e.

If “NO”, proceed to Item 4.

(2) Does the activity qualify for an exemption as discussed in Handbook 6-CP Paragraph 2067

If “NO”, attach conservation plan.

4. WATER QUALITY
A. Does the action have the potential to adversely affect surface or ground water quality?
If “YES", attach a discussion of impacts on water quality and include copies of:

e Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan and permit required for construction projects D E

e National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits and nutrient or animal waste plans required for
livestock operations

e Clean Water Act, USACE, or State water quality permits required

e State or County well or water use permits

B. Will the proposed action impact the quality of surface or ground water?

If “YES", attach a discussion of any impacts to surface or ground water and supporting documentation. D D

5. AIR QUALITY

Will the proposed action produce air emissions or odors that are regulated by any Federal, State, or local laws

or standards? D D

If "YES", attach a discussion of any impacts to air quality and copies of any permits required.

6. NOISE
Will the proposed action result in permanent increases in noise? D D

If "YES", attach a discussion of any noise impacts.

7. IMPORTANT LAND RESOURCES

A, Will the proposed action result in the conversion of prime or unique farmland to a nonagricultural use in Q Q
violation of the Farmland Protection Policy Act?

B. Is the action consistent with local and state zoning requirements?

If “YES”, list the zoning: D

8. SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACTS AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

A. Wil the proposed action cause any adverse human health or environmental effects to tribal, minority, or ﬁ
low-income communities as defined in the Executive Order 12898, "Federal Actions to Address
Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations"?

B. Will the proposed action have any negative impacts on the local social and economic conditions?

If “YES”, attach a discussion of any adverse effects.

2-10-23 1-EFRP (Rev. 1) Amend. 1 Page 3



Exhibit 21

(Par. 131)
FSA-850 (Continued)

A FSA-850 Example (Continued)

FSA-850 (03-23-22) Page 4 of 5

9. STATE ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (SEPA) YES NO

|s the proposed action subject to a SEPA?

a O

If “YES", attach a discussion of the results of compliance with these requirements.

10. PUBLIC REACTION

Have there been any negative reactions from the public related to the proposed action or similarly situated D [D
actions?

If "YES", attach a discussion of any associated comments and related correspondence.
. CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

1

-

Are there any cumulative impacts resulting from the proposed action? D D

If "YES", attach a discussion of the cumulative impacts of this action and the related activities. Give particular
attention to land use changes and air and water quality impacts.
12. ALTERNATIVE AND MITIGATION

A. Did the plan, as submitted, include alternatives or mitigation?

B. Will alternative or other mitigation measures have to be considered?

If "YES", to either question, attach a discussion of the feasibility of alternatives and any measures which will DI
be required to avoid or mitigate the action and their environmental impacts.
13. COMMENTS - Attach additional pages as needed.
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Exhibit 21
(Par. 131)
FSA-850 (Continued)

A FSA-850 Example (Continued)

FSA-850 (03-23-22) Page 5 of 5
14. CHECKLIST
A. Permits & Consultations B. Forms and Notices
Required Not Required Required Not Required
Army Corps of Engineers Sec. Form FSA-851, Environmental Risk
404 and/or 401 Wetland g DI Survey (only complete for real estate
Permit security)

Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP)
associated with an NPDES
Permit

Form NRCS CPA-026e, HEL and WC
Determination

O

National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES)
Permit — General or Individual

Form FSA-858, Determining If A
Wetland May Be Present

Oo| d

Public Notice for Floodplains as
required by section 2(a)(4) of EO
11988

Concentrated Animal Feeding
Operation (CAFQ) Permit

O
o|g| d

O

Public Notice for Wetlands as
required by EO 11990

Floodplain Development
Permit

USFWS and/or NMFS C. Maps, Photos and Surveys

O a
O

Oooooo ooy o 0

consultation for Endangered Location and Aerial Maps

and Threatened, Species or ID P g
critical habitats Topo Maps O
State Historic Preservation O Site Photos D
Officer consultation Soll Survey D
Tribal Historic Preservation Applicable Protected Resources

Officer(s) consultation [D g Maps D

NOTE: Other permits, forms, maps, surveys and letters may be required and should be attached, as applicable. All permits, forms, maps,
surveys and letters should be attached as exhibits corresponding to their appropriate section of this form.

15. FINDING

| have reviewed and considered the types and degrees of adverse environmental impacts identified by this evaluation. |
have also analyzed the proposal for its consistency with FSA environmental policies implementing the requirements of the
National Environmental Policy Act and have considered the potential benefits of the proposal. Based upon this
consideration and balancing of these factors, | recommend one of the following:
|:| A. Per7 CFR Part 799.30, this proposed action fits within the description of an existing categorical exclusion(s)
and triggers no extraordinary circumstances. Neither an Environmental Assessment nor Environmental Impact
Statement will be required.
|:| B.  An Environmental Assessment should be completed to provide further and more complete analysis of any
adverse impacts and approval of the action must be delayed pending the outcome of the assessment.

|:| C. An Environmental Impact Statement should be completed to provide further and more complete analysis of any
adverse impacts and approval of the action must be delayed pending the outcome of the assessment.

16. REQUIRED SIGNATURES:

A. NAME OF PREPARER B. TITLE OF PREPARER

C. SIGNATURE OF PREPARER D. DATE DOCUMENT WAS PREPARED (MM-DD-YYYY)
E. NAME OF APPROVAL OFFICIAL F. TITLE OF APPROVAL OFFICIAL

G. SIGNATURE OF APPROVAL OFFICIAL H. DATE OF APPROVAL SIGNATURE (MM-DD-YYYY)

I socordance with Federal Givil nghts lew and U.S. Depaitment of Agricuture (USDA) oivil rights reguiations and pollcies, the USDA, is Agencies, Offices, and employees, and instiulions pattispaiing in of administering USDA programs are profibiied from
Siscrmingting basedon race, color, nationa! origin, religion, sex, gender identity (inckiding gender expression), sexwal orfertation, disabilty, age, martal stetus, status, income & public yram, poliical beiiefs, or
reprisal or efaliation for prior sivil nghts activily, in any program or activily concucted or fundied by USDA (nof ali bases apply to all programs). Remexies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incidert.

Persons with disabiliies who require alernative means of eommunication for program Information (e.g., Braile, farge print, aucliotape, American Sign LangUage, efo,) should contact the responsible Agensy or USDA's TARGET Certer & (202) 720-2600
(voice and TT¥) or cortact USDA thiugh the Feceral Relay Service af (800) 877-8339. Acitionelly, program Information may be made available in languages ofher than English.

Tofile & program disorimination complaint, compiete the USDA Program Dissrimination Complairt Form, AD-0027, found oniine et hilp iw . Jaint_7ling_oust fiim) andiaf any USDA office or wiie a fetter actiressed to USDA and provide
inthe letler il of the information requested in the form. T0 request & copy o the complaint form, oall (S66) 632-9902 Submit your Gompleted form of Iefter o USDA by. () mall U.S. Department of Agriculiure Office of the Assistant Seorefary for Civil Rights
1400 [ncfepencence Avenue, SV Washirgton, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2) fax (202) 6907442, Or (3) emai prorem iakeusta Go. USDA is an equal oportunity provider, employer, and lencer.
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FSA-276

Exhibit 29
(Par. 393, Ex. 21)

A Example of FSA-276

The following table is an example of a completed FSA-276.

This form is available electronically.

FSA-276 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 1. FARMNO. 2. PRODUCER'S NAME AND ADDRESS
(01-29-20) Farm Service Agency

ON-FARM SPOT CHECK RECORD

Completed form contains information that protected from unauthorized use/unauthorized disciosure by Federal statutes to inchude the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a - as amended) and the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. § 552 - as amended). USDA disclosure of the completed form is restricted fo only the individual(s) fo whom the information on the form pertains and fo authorized personnel
who have (1) the appropriate access clearances/permissions and (2) a demonstrated business need to know the information in order to perform their assigned official duties.

3. NAME OF PERSON CONTACTED ON FARM 4. TELEPHONE NO. 5. STATE 6. COUNTY 7. FISCAL
(Include Area Code) YEAR
8. 9. 10. 1. 12, 13. 14,
YEAR PRACTICE DESCRIPTION LOCATION EXTENT SATISFACTORY PROOF OF
PRACTICE NO. (Fiekd No. or Other) MAINTENANCE PAYMENT
COMPLETED SUPPORTING
COST-SHARE
A B.
REPORTED | SPOTCHECK | YES NO | YES NO
ON AD-245 UNITS

(IR R R N R .
OoOQonoooQgnmoQ-
(I N I R
OoOQonoooQgnmoQ-

15. REMARKS:  (Describe any discrepancies - use separate sheei(s) of paper)

16. SIGNATURE OF SPOT CHECKER 17. DATE OF SPOT CHECKER (MM-DD-YYYY)

tions pariicipatiny in or administering USDA programs are probibited from discriminating
o from a public assistance program, poitical neliefs, or repifzal or retafiation for prior

I &coorday ih Fedaral civif rigi's law and U S. Degartmeni of Ag icufiure (USDA) civif rignts reguiations and policies, the USDA, its Agerciss, offces, anc eriployses, an insi
Dhased o race, colon, naifonel oifyin, religion, sex, gender identity (nclkiding ge) areasion), aexual orentaton, disabifty, age. rmarital etatus familvpaental sialus, income ce;
Civi ghts actvity, in any program or scivity conducted or funced by USDA (ot &l bases apply to aif picg reme) Remedies and complaint fiing deanhnes valy by projram of incicen.

P=rsons it d=atibties vino require sfiemative means of ccramunicaticr: for reg rem infarmaticn ‘e g, Braile, iarce crini, auddioiape. American Sign Larguage, eic.) should comiact the responsibie Agency or USDA's TARGET Cenier at (202, 720-2600 fvoice and TTY)
orcomact USCA through the Seceral relay Service af (800) 677-8529. Acditonally. cregrem infarmation, may be made asaiiable i langueges oiher than Engiisi.

Tofile & prograr diechmi
allof the informalion re
Avenye SWiWasmroton, 0

o complaint, compleie the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, feund onlins at hifo /Awww.ascrusda.gov/oomplant Filrg_custhtraland af any LS0A office cr write a lafler aocressed o USDA anid provide ir the letier
in the forr To raguest & copy cf the amulaint form caif (36€) §32-6092. Submit your complsted fora or fefter i USTA by, /1) maii U.S Departmeni of Agricuiture Office of the Aasistent Secrelary for Tivi Rignis 1400 indepercence
C. 20280-9413; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) emal: progr: gov USOA fs anequal opp: fy provicer, employes, ang knder.
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Exhibit 29
(Par. 393, Ex. 21)
FSA-276
B FSA-276 Instructions

The following table provides instructions for completing FSA-276.

Item Instructions
1 Enter the farm number.
2 Enter the landowner’s name and address.

3and 4 To be completed by spot checker. Enter the name and phone number of the
person to contact on the farm during the spot check.

5 Enter the State name.
6 Enter the county name.
7 Enter the current FY.
8

9

Enter the calendar year the practice was completed.

Enter the practice number to be spot checked.

10 Enter the practice description of the practice to be spot checked.

11 To be completed by spot checker. Enter the location of the practice spot
checked.

12 A Enter the practice extent performed reported on FSA-848B.

12B To be completed by spot checker. Enter the practice extent found. If acreage is

involved and measurement is required, delineate on aerial photograph or record
measurements on a sketch drawn on the back of FSA-276. For other practices,
describe discrepancies found and method of determining extent of performance, if
applicable, in the “Remarks” section.

13 To be completed by spot checker. Check “Yes” or “No”, as appropriate, to
indicate satisfactory or unsatisfactory maintenance.

14 To be completed by spot checker. Check “Yes” or “No”, as appropriate, to
indicate whether landowner supplied proof of payment of practice to support
EFRP payments.

15 To be completed by spot checker. Document any discrepancies or other notes in
the “Remarks” section.

16 To be completed by spot checker. Spot checker will sign when spot check is
completed.

17 To be completed by spot checker. Spot checker will date when spot check is
completed.
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Exhibit 30
(Par. 76)
EFRP Restoration Plan Requirements

An EFRP restoration plan developed by the technical agency must include, but not limited to, the

following.
Item Explanation
Applicant name Full name including contact information
FSN/Tract FSA identifiers to correlate FSA-848 with the applicable restoration plan.
Critical when assistance is requested on multiple farms/tracts.
Location/Map Spatially identifies areas and extents on which restoration activities are

planned.

Site Conditions

Provide existing site conditions, including description of disaster
impacts.

Recommended
NRCS technical
conservation
practices necessary
for restoration

Identifies the specific planned practices needed to restore forestland and
address natural resource concerns resulting from disaster.

See Ex. 17 for a list of NRCS conservation practices for which EFRP c¢/s
is available.

Extent of practices
needed (i.e. acres)

Identifies the exact extent and unit of measure to be applied.

Date(s) of Provides a schedule of implementation for the participant to follow when
implementation implementing restoration activities.

Example: Specify the date(s) to complete site preparation and tree

planting to provide reasonable assurance of survival.

Implementation Provides guidance to the participant to properly implement the planned
Requirements restoration activities as well as applicable operation and maintenance
(IR)/Engineering requirements throughout practice lifespan.
designs

Name, date and
certification of
Forester or planner
that developed the
restoration plan

Provides point of contact for applicant and FSA staff if questions or
clarifications are needed.

2-10-23
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EFRP Activity Details with Lifespan

Exhibit 31
(Par. 390, Ex. 17)

The following table details the EFRP restoration activities authorized for ¢/s in Exhibit 17 with the

corresponding NRCS technical practices and the lifespan for each practice.

NRCS Conservation Practice \ Practice Code | Lifespan (years)
Obstruction Removal
Clearing and Snagging 326 5
Woody Residue Treatment 384 10
Land Clearing 460 10
Obstruction Removal 500 10
Forest Stand Improvement 666 10
Site Preparation
Brush Management 314 10
Herbaceous Weed Control 315 5
Tree/Shrub Site Preparation 490 1
Conservation Cover
Conservation Cover 327 5
Cover Crop 340 1
Critical Area Planting 342 10
Multi-Story Cropping 379 10
Riparian Herbaceous Cover 390 5
Mulching 484 1
Tree Planting
Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment 380 15
Silvopasture 381 15
Riparian Forest Buffer 391 15
Tree/Shrub Establishment 612 15
Windbreak/Shelterbelt Restoration 650 15
Restoration of Rare or Declining Natural 643 1
Communities
Fence
Fence | 382 | 20
Fire Management
Prescribed Burning 338 1
Firebreak 394 5
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Exhibit 31
(Par. 390, Ex. 17)
EFRP Activity Detail with Lifespan (Continued)

NRCS Conservation Practice \ Practice Code | Lifespan (years)

Structures

Access Road 560 10

Trails and Walkways 575 10

Streambank and Shoreline Protection 580 20

Structure for Water Control 587 20

Road/Trail/Landing Closure and Treatment 654 10

Forest Trails and Landings 655 5

Other Restoration and Management

Dust Control on Unpaved Roads and Surfaces 373 1

Stream Habitat Improvement and Management | 395

Channel Bed Stabilization 584 10

Pest Management Conservation System 595

Saline and Sodic Soil Management 610

Water and Sediment Control Basin 638 10

Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management 644

Upland Wildlife Habitat 645 1

Development/Management

Early Successional Habitat 647 1

Development/Management

Wetland Restoration 657 15

Wetland Enhancement 659 15

Pruning 660 10
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